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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
~~~ 

JANUARY 7, 2013 
 

For additional information on any of the items in this report, please see Contact List at the end of this report. 
 

-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   - 
 

UPDATE FROM BENICIA SENIOR CENTER:  The Benicia Senior Center is 
getting a facelift!  During the two week holiday closure the large room, 
library, craft room and office are getting a fresh coat of paint, new flooring 
and new light fixtures.  Most of the painting has been 
completed, the floor has been stripped of the old tiles and is 
prepped for new rubber flooring and light fixtures have 
already been installed by Building Maintenance.  Tables 
have been ordered and window treatments will be 
installed as well.  The seniors will be thrilled to find the 
building looking like new when they return in January! – 
Parks & Community Services  
 
 
TINY TOTS PRESCHOOL:  It was a busy week for our Preschoolers as they prepare for the 
holidays.  Santa paid all of the Tiny Tots classes a surprise visit; the children were so 
excited to see him!  Each child was able to sit on his lap, tell him what they wanted for 
Christmas and of course, take a picture with him, too.  Each class also presented a small 
Christmas performance for their parents and grandparents to enjoy.  After singing Jingle 
Bells & Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer, parents and grandparents enjoyed cookies and 
refreshments with the children and their teachers. – Parks & Community Services    
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PARKS UPDATE:  The Parks Division recently completed 
its fall turf renovation of the Dog Park, which reopened on 
Friday, December 21.   

 
 
Parks Division staff and 
Theron Jones, Parks 
Supervisor (pictured) 
repaired a major water main 
break above the playground 
at Benicia Community Park. 
 
 
Tree pruning began on 

Wednesday, December 19 along Cambridge Drive and is 
scheduled to be completed by December 31. 

 
 
A tree that was hit by a 
motorist  on   December  18 

on 

First Street (picture courtesy of 
the Benicia Herald) was quickly 
replaced with a new one and the 
new tree lights were saved for 
future use. – Parks & Community 
Services 

 
 

 

BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE AND LEARN HOW TO USE IT AT THE 

LIBRARY:  Do you have a device like an eReader, iPad, or 
MP3 player and have questions about how to use it? You 
can learn how to turn it on, download a song, buy a 
book and find other answers to questions 
about this technology during personal 30-
minute one-on-one sessions with a tech-
savvy high school students.  Bring your library 
card, device, and come in the rear entry of the Library 
on January 12, 19, or 26.  Sign up between 9:00-10:00 AM    
for a time slot between 10:00 AM and noon. - Library  
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SANTA AT THE FIRE HOUSE:  Parks & 
Community Services staff were happy to 
partner with the Benicia Firefighters once 
again for Santa’s December 15 visit to the 
Firehouse!  The Firefighters did a great 
job hosting a family friendly event for the 
community where Santa and his elves 
were able to visit with families at Station 
11.  Parks & Community Services 
Department staff decorated the station and 
provided hot chocolate, hot cider and 
apple juice for visitors.  Special thanks go 
to our department elves – the amazing 
staff from Kids K: Abby Draper, 
Madeline Berry, and Brittany & Kylie Silva! – Parks & Community Services 
 
 
KIDS LEARN LANGUAGES:  Thanks to a generous grant from Valero, the Library was 

able to expand the world languages databases to serve children as well as 
adults!   

  
The panda mascot (above) is named Little Pim, and so is 
the database for children!  Kids can access Little Pim 
from home or use the three computers in the Children’s 
Section that are devoted to Little Pim.   
  

Kids can learn a variety of languages, including Mandarin 
Chinese, Japanese, Hebrew, Russian, Spanish, French, 

German or Arabic. – Library 
 
 
BENICIA YOUTH COMMISSION:  The Youth 
Commission's first Clock Tower Dance of the 2012-
13 school year was a success!  Commissioners 
organized a black light dance at the Clock Tower on 
Friday, December 7. Over 289 middle school 
students attended from 6:00pm-8:00pm and 247 high 
school students from 8:30pm-10:30pm (not including 
Youth Commissioners who volunteered).  Students 
who attend Benicia schools or live in Benicia were 
welcome to attend.  Commissioners collect entrance 
fees of $5 or $3 w/ can of food at the door.  Over 400 
cans of food were donated to the CAC on Wednesday, December 12. 
 
Thanks go Benicia Police Officer Sam Peterson (Benicia Youth Commission Co-Advisor 
with Ashley Howe of Parks & Community Services).  He personally hung and set up all 
the lights for the dance (not an easy job).  Additional thanks to Officer Will Patterson, 
Benicia Police Department volunteers and Parks & Community Services staff for also 
supervising the dance. – Parks & Community Services 
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ANNUAL LOVE POETRY AWARDS CELEBRATION:  Maria Concepción Argüello was 
fifteen when she met Nikolai Rezanov, the visiting head of a Russian 

expedition to Alaska.  They fell in love.  He returned to Russia 
to ask the Tsar’s permission to marry her, however 

somewhere along the line, Nikolai died.  Maria never married 
and eventually went into a nunnery.  

From this story, and from the work of Joel Fallon, a former Poet 
Laureate of Benicia, a love poetry contest has evolved, with over 200 entries 

last year.  It’s now open to entries for this year.  Find out who this year’s 
Love Poetry contest winners are during the awards ceremony at the 

Camel Barns on Sunday, February 17 from 2:00-4:00 PM. - Library  

 
NEW EXHIBIT AT THE LIBRARY:  "Impressions of Art History: Paris Salon" exhibit by 
Mernie Buchanan will open at the Library 
on January 16.   For this exhibit, Mernie 
Buchanan has sketched masterpieces of 
Western art in great museums in Paris and 
the United States, studying the art and 
frames and interpreting both. Mernie took 
her first adult art class at six years old and 
has been painting for 50 years. Her art 
studio has been in business in downtown 
Benicia for 25 years, specializing in fine 
art, portraits, murals & design.   
 
An evening 'art talk' on New Inspiration 
from Old Masters will be held on January 31 in the Library's Dona Benicia room, with a 
Gala Reception on February 16. - Library   

 
~~~ 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

The City Manager’s Report from City of Benicia City Manager Brad Kilger is published before each 
City Council meeting on the first and third Tuesday of the month.  For additional information on any of 
the items in this report, please contact one of the following departments: 

 
City Manager/Human Resources/Economic Development/I.T.:  707.746.4200 
City Attorney:  707.746.4216 
Community Development:  707.746.4280 
Finance Department:  707.746.4225 
Fire Department:  707.746.4275 
Library:  707.746.4343 
Parks & Community Services:  707.746.4285 
Police Department:  707.746.4265 
Public Works:  707.746.4240 


