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Holiday Closure

the City Manager's Report and
receive important messages from the
City of Benicia. Click these links to
follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

Brad

Holiday Wrap-Up

Benicia Human Services Board won third
place for their entry in the annual
Benicia Christmas Parade. These cute
little elfs helped clinch the ribbon.

Click here for more information on the
Human Services Fund (You can even
donate on your water/sewer bill.). 
- City Manager's Office

The Benicia Dispatcher's Association
adopted a family for the holiday season,
continuing their annual tradition of
giving to others. This year, the Benicia
Police Department Family Resource
Center had a family larger than usual
that needed help from Santa's Elves to
bringChristmas smiles to the faces of 7
children between the ages of 6 months
and 9 years, as well as their loving Mom
and Dad. Starting in early December, the
adopted family received a surprise
delivery of a Christmas tree brought to them by a fire engine, followed by a
basket full of goodies, including hot chocolate, marshmallows, and coloring

books and crayons delivered
by a Police Officer.  In
addition, two overflowing
truckloads of toys, clothing
and a prepared turkey dinner
were delivered. The BDA looks
forward to this event every
year and enjoys being able to
help a family in our
community. The Benicia
Dispatch and Police Officer's
Associations purchased over
$2,500 in gifts for this family
who would have gone without
this year. Great job Benicia
Dispatcher's Association and
Benicia Police Officer's

Association! - Police Department

The staff of the Benicia Family Resource Center (Blanche Hilman, Conni
Holloway, and Cathy Shea) represent their client families in thanking the
citizens and employees of the City or Benicia for their giving nature and
thoughtfulness this holiday season. With their generosity and help, the Benicia
Family Resource Center was able to provide holiday meals and gifts to 25
families with a total of 52 children this year, including pajamas for all! They
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City Hall Offices, Benicia Public
Library, Benicia Community Center
and Administrative Offices will be
closed Monday, January 19 in
observance of Martin Luther King Jr.
Day.

Requests for emergency water and
sewer service may be made at the
Benicia Police Department, 200 East
L Street or 707.745.3412. - City
Manager's Office

This Place Has History!

Look for the newly installed small
yellow This Place Has History!
plaques on the poles of historic
markers around Benicia. Use your
smart phone to read the QR code for
on the spot connection to a website
that contains photographs and
information about the history of that
location. No QR code reader? The
same information can be found on a
website: 
m.historicalbenicia.org

This is Phase I of the project that is
made possible by the joint effort of the
Benicia Public Library, the Benicia
Historical Museum, and the Benicia
Historical Society through a grant

were able to do so through the generosity of the following organizations and
individuals:

Northgate Church
Audrey Fry and the parents of
Matthew Turner Elementary School
Benicia Dispatcher's and Benicia
Police Officers Associations
Benicia Fire Department (see photo at
right)
Benicia City Employees
Rotary Club of Benicia
Joann Nichols and Sears
Sandy Ayala
Naveed Ashraf
Youth Group at St. Paul's Church
- Police Department

On Saturday, December 13, the
Benicia Fire Department hosted
the annual Pictures with Santa event. This event was sponsored in conjunction
with Benicia Parks & Community Services Department, the Benicia Firefighters
Association, and the Yearbook Program from Benicia High School.
Approximately 400 people attended the event. For those that wished to have a
picture taken with Santa, a complimentary photograph was provided. Staff from
P&CS provided light refreshments, while arts and crafts activities were overseen
by Kim Imboden from the City's Human Resources Department.

This year, they added an additional component to the event at the
recommendation of Assistant City Manager Anne Cardwell; a designated period
for families with children with special needs was provided to create an
environment that was less stimulating for the children, so that they too could
have their pictures taken with Santa.

Overall, the entire day was a success with more than 150 photos taken and many
smiles on the faces of the children and their families. - Fire Department

December was a fun and busy
month for our Preschoolers at
Tiny Tots Pre-School as they
prepared for the holidays.
Santa paid all of the Tiny Tots
classes a surprise visit before
their Holiday Party. The
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from the NorthNet Library System. -
Library

Benicia Restaurant
Week

January is California Restaurant
Month and Benicia Main Street is
joining the celebration
with Downtown Benicia Restaurant
Week, January 18 - 24. Bring your
appetite and dining passport for a 15%
discount at these participating
eateries!

Double Rainbow- 560 First Street
Elviarita's Mexican Grill - 727
First Street
First St. Café - 440 First Street
Got Plate Lunch - 1035 First Street
Grace Garden - 718 First Street
Java Point Café - 366 First Street
Kinder's BBQ - 333 First Street
Lucca Bar & Grill - 439 First Street
Rosanna's Bakery - 305 First Street
Sailor Jack's - 123 First Street
The Rellik Tavern - 726 First Street
The Union Hotel Restaurant &
Bar - 401 First Street
Venticellos - 911 First Street

children were so excited to see
him! Each child was able to sit
on his lap, tell him what they
wanted for Christmas and of
course, take a picture with
him, too. Each class also did a
small Christmas performance

for their parents and grandparents to
enjoy. After singing Jingle Bells &
Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer,
parents and grandparents enjoyed
cookies and refreshments with the
children and their teachers. -  Parks
& Community Services  

Benicia seniors enjoyed a holiday
banjo performance by Jack Convery.
Jack lives here in Benicia and has
been a popular performer at the
Senior Center over the past few years.
He performed old favorites and
holiday songs as well as giving a banjo
history lesson throughout the
performance. The seniors tapped their
toes and sang along. The performance
was followed by a light lunch.  - Parks
& Community Services

It's Crab Season...Yum!

Benicia Public Service Employees Association invites you to their annual Crab
Feed on Satuday, January 31 at the BDES Hall, 140 West J Street. For tickets
or info, call 707.746.4299 or 707.479.0059.
- Public Works  
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Dining Passports are available at
Benicia Main Street or downloadable
here:

Download Dining Passport*

*Must  show  Dining  Passport  to
receive  discount.  Conditions  may
apply. - Economic Development

Local's Choice Awards

Benicia Parks & Community Services
was nominated in three categories for
the Solano County Local Happenings
Magazine 2015 Local's Choice
Awards. Local Happenings Magazine
sponsors these awards every year and
asks their readers to vote for their
favorite business in different
categories. Parks & Community
Services was nominated in three
categories and is honored and excited
to announce that they won in all
categories: Customer Service,
Children's Activities and
Event/Festival (for the Christmas
Tree Lighting Event). The complete
list of winners will be highlighted in
the February/March edition of Local
Happenings Magazine. Watch for it
in your mail.

Thank you to all who voted for Benicia
Parks & Community Services. And a
special thank you to our amazing staff
who go above and beyond every day
for our community. They truly believe
"PARKS MAKE LIFE BETTER"! -
Parks & Community Services

Youth Basketball Clinic

The Benicia Youth Basketball League
kicked of the 2014-15 season with a

Power Outage -
Need a Flashlight?

The Benicia Fire Department received a donation this year of LED Flashlights
from Energizer®. Recognizing that many people rely on candles during power
outages that often occur during the winter months, department members began
distributing the flashlights as an alternative to the use of candles. During the
week of December 22, crews distributed the Eveready® flashlights to residents
at Rancho Benicia and Casa de Vilarrasa.
Benicia residents may also pick up a flashlight at the Senior Center, the
Community Center, or one of the Fire Stations while supplies last.

Candles are safe products, but can lead to accidental fires if not used safely. The
Benicia Fire Department urges people to be careful when burning candles and
follow basic safety tips.

DO

Extinguish all candles when leaving a room or before going to sleep.
Ensure wick ember is no longer glowing before leaving the room.
Keep burning candles at least 12 inches away from furniture, drapes,
bedding, carpets, books, paper, flammable decorations, etc.
Keep candles out of the reach of children and pets.
Use a sturdy candleholder specifically designed for candle use.
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clinic on Saturday, December 13. The
Benicia High School Girls Basketball
team, coached by Randy Saitz, helped
run the clinic this year. They did an
amazing job teaching the kids
fundamental skills while maintaining
a fun environment. The league grew
again this year and is at a record
number of 560 kids. Games start
Saturday, January 10. - Parks &
Community Services

Fire Academy
Graduation

On December 5, Reserve Firefighter
Brian Pizzimenti graduated from the
Solano County Community College
Regional Fire Academy. Brian has
been a Reserve with the Benicia Fire
Department for a couple of years and
entered our Reserve program when
this level of training was not a
requirement for entry. Since then, the
program has evolved to where the
completion of a regional academy is
the norm for the applicants and a
desired qualification by the
Department. Brian recognized the
value of upgrading his training and
took it upon himself to enter the fall
session at Solano Community College.

The academy included over 700 hours
of training that developed skills in the
areas of firefighting, technical rescue,
and hazardous materials response, as
well as other specialized skills that are
relevant to the fire service today. The
completion of this academy has better
prepared Brian for his role as a
Reserve Firefighter with the Benicia
Fire Department. It also moves him
closer to certification as a Firefighter 1
by the State Fire Marshal's Office. As a
Reserve Firefighter, Brian will be able
to complete the experience
component required by the State for

Place candleholder on a stable, heat-resistant surface.
Burn candles in a well-ventilated room.
Place burning candles at least three inches apart from one another.
Use a candle snuffer to extinguish a candle. It will prevent hot wax from
splattering.
Be very careful if using candles during a power outage. Flashlights and
other battery-powered lights are safer sources of light during a power
failure.

DON'T

Don't burn a candle all the way down. Extinguish the flame if it comes too
close to the holder or container.
Touch or move a burning candle.
Never use a candle as a night light.

-Fire Department

New Benicia Businesses     

The following is a list of new business license applications for newly licensed
businesses or businesses with new locations or owners. Please stop by and make
them feel welcome:

AWT Construction Group H.P.E.
Higher Power Electric - 4728 East
2nd Street, Ste 18, owner: Michael
Lahaie
Homestreet Bank - 426 First Street,
owner: Homestreet Bank Parent Co.
Bishop Motor Group, LLC - 1060
Grant Street, Ste 2E, owner: Jeff Bishop

- Economic Development

Personnel News

The Benicia Police Department is
proud to announce the hiring of
Ronald Tolentino to the position of
Police Officer. Ronald is a Solano
County native who graduated from
Cal State Sacramento with a
Bachelor's Degree in Criminal
Justice and from the Napa Valley
College Police Academy. Ronald
began his law enforcement career as
a Civilian Military Police Officer at
Travis Air Force Base. Ronald enjoys
Cross Fit and is an avid Bay Area
sports fan.

The Police Department is also proud to announce the hiring of Charles
Hendrickson. Charles and his family
are long-time Benicia residents. He
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certification.

The Fire Department congratulates
Brian on the completion of the
Academy and wants to acknowledge
his dedication to improving his skills
to better serve the citizens of Benicia. -
Fire Department

graduated from Napa Valley College
Police Academy and began his law
enforcement career with Solano
County Sheriff's Office in 2012.
Charles enjoys golf, traveling and is a
fan of the Warriors and the Giants.
- Police Department

Gina Eleccion, Management Analyst,
has transferred to the position of
1/2-time  Management Analyst with
the Police Department  after an extensive background and interview process.
The other half of her time will be as the new 1/2-time Management Analyst with
the Fire Department. Gina began her career with the City of Benicia in 2001 as a
Senior Admin Clerk in the City Manager's/City Clerk's Office. Most recently, she
was the Management Analyst for the Community Development Department.
When not busy with her new duties, Gina enjoys playing bocci and is a big fan of
International soccer and National Hockey League play. - Police Department

Melissa Mattingly retired at the
end of 2014 after 16 years of
service to the City of Benicia. She
held the position of Lab
Technician for the Water and
Wastewater Plant labs, coming to
us from the private sector with
several years of lab experience.

Melissa plans to spend more time
with her family, including her
grandchildren, and enjoying the
great outdoors. Congratulations
Melissa! - Public Works

The Fairfield Daily Republic has named Nate Rankin as 2014 Daily Republic
Coach of the Year! During the day, Nate is the Public Works Maintenance
Supevisor. In his off-hours, Nate is the head coach of the Rodriquez High School
boys basketball team. He led the Mustangs to a school record 27 wins - against
four losses, ending the season in post-season play at the NorCal finals against
Freedom of Oakley, completing the Mustang's best season ever.
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(Robinson Kuntz/Daily Republic)

Nate has been a positive influence on many young adults in the area
incuding two current members of the Benicia Police Department. Way to
go Nate!
- Public Works

City of Benicia Job Opportunities

The Human Resources Department is accepting applications for the following
positions:

Recreation Leader, part-time, closing January 16
Laboratory Technician I/II, full-time, closing January 23
Library Page, part-time, continuous
Police Officer-Lateral, full-time, continuous

To apply, the application and supplemental forms can be filed online at:
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/benicia/default.cfm. City of Benicia 
employment applications may also be obtained from and must be returned to
the Human Resources Department at 250 East L Street, Benicia.

These job opportunities are
open to any current City of
Benicia employees (full or part
time) as well as the general
public. If you know of someone
who may be interested in
applying, please let them
know. - Human Resources

Benicia Home Efficiency Program

Have you heard about the Benicia Home Efficiency Program (BHEP)? The City
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of Benicia partners with WattzOn to deliver the BHEP at no cost to Benicia
residents. Through FREE in-home energy and water consultations, residents are
provided with personalized recommendations to ensure savings on their next
energy and water bills and reduced water and energy consumption. Schedule a
free consultation today and receive up to $50 in water and energy efficient
products for your home!

Visit www.BeniciaHomeEfficiency.org and sign up today! - Community
Development

Update from Public Works

Here's a look at what the Public Works Department was up to in November.
Maybe they were in your neighborhood?

Maintenance - Streets:

Paving - West Ninth Street alley, 300 West H Street, trench at James
Lemos Swim Center, Snapdragon Place
Potholes - First Street, East Second Street
Concrete - Sidewalk on West 14th Street
Traffic Control - Tree trimming and removal on East Second
Street       

Water:

Repair 8" water main on Snapdragon Place, 900 Jackson Street
Repair leak on hydrant main, 300 Blanchard Lane
Replaced 6-feet of 6" water main, 800 East Fifth Street
Repair water service line, 300 Stevens Circle

Wastewater Treatment Plant Projects:

Staff has installed a pilot project in which they will be testing the water
distribution system (2W
water system). It is used
mostly for the Plant's pump
seal water and for the Plant's
odor scrubber. This is being
done to prepare for a pilot
project they will be starting
some time next month when
they install a filter system
from Bioprocess H2O that
will allow the Plant's effluent
to be used to replace the
incoming City drinking water
that goes to the Plant odor
scrubber and to all the Plant's
pump seals. This should save roughly 25,000 gallons a day or 9 million
gallons per year in City water
usage, which is the equivalent
to the water use of 30
homes!
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Staff worked on
replacing both belts on
the Plant's large
beltpress which
removes water from
the sludge before it is
hauled to a landfill.

WWTP  Plant
Maintenance:

Staff performed thirty
preventive
maintenance task as
well as closing out four
corrective
maintenance work
orders.

WWTP Plant Performance:

The Plant processed 70.1 million gallons of raw wastewater with no
Permit exceedances
Conventional pollution removal;   BOD = 98%   TSS = 98%

- Public Works

Carbon Monoxide Alarms

Do you have a Carbon Monoxide Alarm in your home?

The  California  Health  and  Safety  Code  requires  every  dwelling  unit  to  be
equipped with an approved carbon monoxide detector to detect the presence of
carbon monoxide.

Carbon monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless gas that blocks the use of oxygen
in the body. Young children and individuals with heart disease are most likely to
be affected by CO poisoning. As winter weather beckons us to warm our homes,
there is little thought that heating appliances can be potentially hazardous.
Simple steps can be taken to protect yourself and your family from tragedy.

More than half of CO poisoning deaths are from malfunctioning or improperly
vented combustion appliances.

The Benicia Fire Department recommends:

Proper use and maintenance of any appliances that produce a flame
(such as gas furnaces and gas and propane space heaters) can prevent
exposure to lethal levels of CO;
Gas ovens should not be used for heating the home;
Kerosene or propane space heaters, charcoal grills and barbecues and
unvented gas logs are dangerous and cannot be used legally indoors in
California;
Annual check-ups of all gas appliances by a qualified professional;
Use of Underwriters Laboratory (UL) approved CO detectors that sound
an alarm when dangerous carbon monoxide levels are found; some also
have warning signals or digital readouts to indicate lower levels of CO;
Using caution when heating with propane appliances, older wall or floor
gas furnaces and fireplaces;
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Placing emergency generators outdoors away from windows and doors to
prevent fumes from entering the home;
Proper use and maintenance of appliances in recreational vehicles, and
Do not to operate cars or other internal combustion engines in enclosed
spaces or attached garages. One third of CO poisoning deaths are the
result of accidental exposure from vehicles running in closed garages. 

In addition to the previous recommendations, we also are encouraging everyone
to have your heating appliances regularly inspected and maintained. This will
assist in ensuring that your appliances are operating and vented properly. PG&E
has some great resources on their website regarding Carbon Monoxide that you
can refer to for further information. You can contact PG&E or other qualified
professionals to request an inspection of your heating appliances.

For more information on indoor combustion pollutants, see our indoor air
quality guideline entitled Combustion Pollutants in Your Home and Carbon
Monoxide Safety. - Fire Department

Email your questions or comments to City Manager Brad Kilger at edev@ci.benicia.ca.us.
For additional information on any of the items in this report, please contact one of the
following departments:

City Manager/Human Resources/I.T./City Clerk: 707.746.4200
City Attorney: 707.746.4216
Community Development: 707.746.4280
Economic Development: 707.746.4202
Finance Department: 707.746.4225
Fire Department: 707.746.4275
Library: 707.746.4343
Parks & Community Services: 707.746.4285
Police Department: 707.746.4265
Public Works: 707.746.4240
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