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BENICIA CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

 
City Council Chambers 

January 20, 2015 
7:00 PM 

Times set forth for the agenda items are estimates.   
Items may be heard before or after the times designated.                             

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER (7:00 PM): 
 
II. CLOSED SESSION: 
 
III. CONVENE OPEN SESSION: 
 

A. ROLL CALL.  

  
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  

  
C. REFERENCE TO THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF PUBLIC.  

  
A plaque stating the fundamental rights of each member of the public is posted at 
the entrance to this meeting room per section 4.04.030 of the City of Benicia's 
Open Government Ordinance. 

 
IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS/PROCLAMATIONS/ APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 
 

A. ANNOUNCEMENTS.  

  
1. Announcement of action taken at Closed Session, if any. 

 
2. Openings on Boards and Commissions: 

 
Arts & Culture Commission 
1 unexpired term 
Application due date:  January 30, 2015 
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Civil Service Commission 
1 full term 
Application due date:  January 30, 2015 
 
Community Sustainability Commission 
1 full term 
1 unexpired term 
Application due date:  January 30, 2015 
 
Finance Committee 
2 full terms 
Application due date:  January 30, 2015 
 
Human Services Board 
1 unexpired term 
Application due date:  January 30, 2015 
 
Library Board of Trustees 
2 full terms 
Application due date:  January 30, 2015 
 
Parks, Recreation & Cemetery Commission 
3 full terms 
Application due date:  January 30, 2015 
 
Planning Commission 
2 full terms 
Application due date:  January 30, 2015 
 
SolTrans Public Advisory Committee 
3 full terms 
Application due date:  January 30, 2015 

 
3. Mayor’s Office Hours:  

Mayor Patterson will maintain an open office every Monday (except 
holidays) in the Mayor’s Office of City Hall from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. No appointment is necessary. Other meeting times may be 
scheduled through the City Hall office at 746-4200. 

 
B. PROCLAMATIONS.  

  
C. APPOINTMENTS.  

  
D. PRESENTATIONS.  

  
1. PRESENTATION OF MONTHLY WATER REPORT 
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V. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
 
VI. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Council 
on any matter not on the agenda that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the 
City Council.  State law prohibits the City Council from responding to or acting upon 
matters not listed on the agenda.  Each speaker has a maximum of five minutes for 
public comment.  If others have already expressed your position, you may simply 
indicate that you agree with a previous speaker.  If appropriate, a spokesperson 
may present the views of your entire group.  Speakers may not make personal 
attacks on council members, staff or members of the public, or make comments 
which are slanderous or which may invade an individual’s personal privacy. 

 
A. WRITTEN COMMENT.  

  
B. PUBLIC COMMENT.  

  
VII. CONSENT CALENDAR (7:30 PM): 
 

Items listed on the Consent Calendar are considered routine and will be enacted, 
approved or adopted by one motion unless a request for removal or explanation is 
received from a Council Member, staff or member of the public. Items removed 
from the Consent Calendar shall be considered immediately following the adoption 
of the Consent Calendar. 

 
A. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 6, 2015 CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING.  

  
B. ACCEPTANCE OF WATER TREATMENT PLANT FILTER SLIDE GATE 

REPLACEMENT PROJECT. (Public Works Director) 
 

 This project, located at the Water Treatment Plant, consisted of replacing 
two cast iron filter slide gates for washwater due to leakage.  The last step of 
the project requires formal acceptance by the City Council and filing of the 
Notice of Completion by the City Clerk, which allows the City to process the 
final payment to the contractor.  The final construction cost is $68,800.  

 
Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution accepting the Water Treatment 
Plant Filter Slide Gate Replacement Project as complete, and authorizing 
the City Manager to sign the Notice of Completion and authorizing the 
City Clerk to file same with the Solano County Recorder. 

 
 
 



 

 4

C. REVIEW THE ANNUAL REPORT TO COUNCIL FOR THE OPEN 
GOVERNMENT COMMISSION. (City Attorney) 
 

 In accordance with Benicia Municipal Code 4.20.010.D, the Open Government 
Commission is required to provide an annual report to the City Council on the 
implementation and compliance of Title 4 (Open Government) of the Benicia 
Municipal Code. 

 
Recommendation:  Accept the annual report of the Open Government 
Commission. 

 
D. AUTHORIZE PURCHASE OF ELEVEN (11) REPLACEMENT COMPUTERS 

FOR POLICE PATROL VEHICLES. (Acting Police Chief) 
 

 Existing in car computers for Patrol Officers are in need of replacement.  Not 
only will the new computers increase the efficiency for the Patrol Officers, but 
the computers include a Windows 7 operating system, which will allow for a 
seamless transition to a new Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) system, which 
was identified as a Measure C funded project in Fiscal Year 15-16. Funds exist 
in Fiscal Year 14-15 for the computer replacement.  

 
Recommendation:  Adopt a resolution authorizing the purchase of eleven 
(11) Panasonic Toughbook computers for Police patrol vehicles in an 
amount not-to-exceed $58,325.63 and authorizing the City Manager to 
sign the purchase order on behalf of the City.  

 
E. AMENDING THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE TO INCREASE FIRE 

DEPARTMENT SERVICE FEES. (Finance Director) 
 

 On August 21, 2012, the City Council considered and adopted Resolution 12-
104 increasing certain Fire Department fees.  The Fire Department Fees were 
to be increased over three years each January thereafter.  This amendment 
represents the third year of these increases. 

 
Recommendation:  Adopt the proposed resolution amending the Master 
Fee Schedule to adjust the Fire Department's Service Fees.  

 
F. Approval to waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and adopted 

pursuant to this agenda. 

  
VIII. BUSINESS ITEMS (7:45 PM): 
 

A public hearing should not exceed one hour in length. To maximize public 
participation, the council requests that speakers be concise and avoid repetition of 
the remarks of prior speakers. Instead, please simply state whether you agree with 
prior speakers. 
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A. PRESENTATION OF DRAFT WORK PLAN TO REVISE SECTION 6.32.060 

OF THE BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE TO PERMIT URBAN BEEKEEPING IN 
RESIDENTIAL AREAS OF THE CITY. (Acting Police Chief) 
 

 In December 2007, the City of Benicia adopted Ordinance No. 07-72, which 
updated Chapter 6.32 Animal Keeping of the B.M.C.  This ordinance included 
an update to Section 6.32.060 Beekeeping, and restricted beekeeping to the 
Open Space (OS) zoning district only. Recently, Benicia Community Gardens, 
as well as various individuals, have requested City Council to revise the B.M.C. 
to allow urban beekeeping in residential areas.  In response to public 
comments, the City Council directed staff to prepare a draft work plan on what 
the process would be, and what staff resources would be required to conduct a 
revision of the B.M.C. to allow urban beekeeping in residential areas of the 
City. 

 
Recommendation:  City Council review, comment, and provide direction 
on staff's draft work plan to revise Benicia Municipal Code (B.M.C.) 
Section 6.32.060 to allow Urban Beekeeping. 

 
B. APPEAL OF TENTATIVE PARCEL MAP AT 1035 WEST K STREET, AFTER 

A DETERMINATION THAT THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT FROM CEQA. 
(Interim Community Development Director) 
 

 On January 2, 2015, Dr. David Steele and Ricki Steele appealed the Planning 
Commission's decision to uphold the Community Development Director’s 
approval of a parcel map to subdivide a 0.86 acre (37,500 square feet) parcel 
into four parcels for single family homes.  The appeal was filed in accordance 
with Chapter 1.44 of the Benicia Municipal Code. The appellant has expressed 
concerns about the adequacy of soil analysis for suspected contamination on 
the site associated with the previously existing single family home; potential 
noise and traffic impacts due to construction; and effects on scenic enjoyment 
and views.   

 
Recommendation:  Deny the appeal and uphold the Planning 
Commission's confirmation of the Community Development Director’s 
approval of the Tentative Parcel Map for 1035 West K Street (Decision of 
Record No. 14-18), after determination that the project is exempt from 
CEQA. 

 
C. Council Member Committee Reports: 

(Council Member serve on various internal and external committees on 
behalf of the City. Current agendas, minutes and meeting schedules, as 
available, from these various committees are included in the agenda 
packet. Oral reports by the Council Members are made only by 
exception.) 
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1. Mayor's Committee Meeting. 

(Mayor Patterson)  
Next Meeting Date: TBD 

 
2. Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) 

http://www.abag.ca.gov/.  
(Vice Mayor Hughes and Council Member Schwartzman) 
Next Meeting Date: TBD 

 
3. Finance Committee.  

(Council Member Strawbridge and Vice Mayor Hughes)  
Next Meeting Date: January 22, 2015 

 
4. League of California Cities.  

(Mayor Patterson and Vice Mayor Hughes)  
Next Meeting Date: January 21, 2015 

 
5. School Liaison Committee.  

(Vice Mayor Hughes and Council Member Strawbridge)  
Next Meeting Date: March 5, 2015 

 
6. Sky Valley Open Space Committee.  

(Council Member Campbell and Vice Mayor Hughes)  
Next Meeting Date: TBD 

 
7. Solano EDC Board of Directors.  

(Vice Mayor Hughes and Council Member Strawbridge)  
Next Meeting Date: January 22, 2015 

 
8. Solano Transportation Authority (STA).  

http://www.sta.ca.gov/  
(Mayor Patterson and Council Member Campbell)  
Next Meeting Date: February 11, 2015 

 
9. Solano Water Authority-Solano County Water Agency and Delta 

Committee.  
http://www.scwa2.com/  
(Mayor Patterson and Council Member Campbell/Vice Mayor 
Hughes)  
Next Meeting Date: February 12, 2015 

 
10. Traffic, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Committee.  

(Vice Mayor Hughes and Council Member Strawbridge)  
Next Meeting Date: April 16, 2015 
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11. Tri-City and County Cooperative Planning Group.  
(Vice Mayor Hughes and Council Member Schwartzman)  
Next Meeting Date: TBD 

 
12. Valero Community Advisory Panel (CAP).  

(Council Member Campbell and Council Member Schwartzman) 
Next Meeting Date: TBD 

 
13. Youth Action Coalition.  

(Council Member Strawbridge and Vice Mayor Hughes)  
Next Meeting Date: January 28, 2015 

 
14. ABAG-CAL FED Task Force-Bay Area Water Forum. 

http://www.baywaterforum.org/  
(Mayor Patterson)Next Meeting Date: TBD 

 
15. SOLTRANS Joint Powers Authority.  

(Mayor Patterson, Council Member Campbell and Vice Mayor 
Hughes)  
Next Meeting Date: February 19, 2015 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT (9:00 PM): 
 
 

Public Participation 

 
The Benicia City Council welcomes public participation.   
 
Pursuant to the Brown Act, each public agency must provide the public with an 
opportunity to speak on any matter within the subject matter jurisdiction of the agency 
and which is not on the agency's agenda for that meeting.  The City Council allows 
speakers to speak on non-agendized matters under public comment, and on agendized 
items at the time the agenda item is addressed at the meeting.  Comments are limited 
to no more than five minutes per speaker.  By law, no action may be taken on any item 
raised during the public comment period although informational answers to questions 
may be given and matters may be referred to staff for placement on a future agenda of 
the City Council. 
 
Should you have material you wish to enter into the record, please submit it to the City 
Manager. 
 

Disabled Access or special Needs 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and to accommodate any 
special needs, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please 
contact Anne Cardwell, the ADA Coordinator, at (707) 746-4200. Notification 48 hours 
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prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure 
accessibility to the meeting. 
 

Meeting Procedures 

 
All items listed on this agenda are for Council discussion and/or action.  In accordance 
with the Brown Act, each item is listed and includes, where appropriate, further 
description of the item and/or a recommended action.  The posting of a recommended 
action does not limit, or necessarily indicate, what action may be taken by the City 
Council. 
 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge a decision of the City 
Council in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else 
raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence 
delivered to the City Council at, or prior to, the public hearing.  You may also be limited 
by the ninety (90) day statute of limitations in which to challenge in court certain 
administrative decisions and orders (Code of Civil Procedure 1094.6) to file and serve a 
petition for administrative writ of mandate challenging any final City decisions regarding 
planning or zoning. 
  
The decision of the City Council is final as of the date of its decision unless judicial 
review is initiated pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedures Section 1094.5.  Any 
such petition for judicial review is subject to the provisions of California Code of Civil 
Procedure Section 1094.6. 
 

Public Records 

 
The agenda packet for this meeting is available at the City Manager's Office and the 
Benicia Public Library during regular working hours.  To the extent feasible, the packet 
is also available on the City's web page at www.ci.benicia.ca.us under the heading 
"Agendas and Minutes."  Public records related to an open session agenda item that 
are distributed after the agenda packet is prepared are available before the meeting at 
the City Manager's Office located at 250 East L Street, Benicia, or at the meeting held in 
the Council Chambers.  If you wish to submit written information on an agenda item, 
please submit to the City Clerk as soon as possible so that it may be distributed to the 
City Council.  A complete proceeding of each meeting is also recorded and available 
through the City Clerk’s Office. 



 AGENDA ITEM 
 CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATE  -   JANUARY 20, 2015 
 PRESENTATION 
 

DATE  : January 9, 2015 
 

TO  : City Manager 
 

FROM  : Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT : PRESENTATION OF MONTHLY WATER REPORT 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

Receive the City’s water supply and usage update. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:   

Benicia customers are continuing conserve water and their efforts are 

acknowledged and appreciated.  Benicia has reduced its water use by 

20% since January compared to the same timeframe in 2013, or 23% since 

March (which is after City Council implemented a community wide goal of 

voluntarily reducing water consumption by 20%). Although the December 

storms helped, the early season rainfall has delivered only a third of what 

would be needed to end the prolonged drought according to a recent 

media release from the State Water Resources Control Board. 
 

BUDGET INFORMATION: 

No budget impacts are associated with this update. 

 
GENERAL PLAN: 

Relevant General Plan Goals: 

• Overarching Goal of the General Plan:  Sustainability 

• Goal 2.36:  Ensure an adequate water supply for current and future 

residents and businesses. 
 

STRATEGIC PLAN: 

Relevant Strategic Plan Issue and Strategy: 

• Strategic Issue #1:  Protecting Community Health and Safety 

• Strategy #5:  Promote community and personal health 
 
BACKGROUND: 

The drought conditions remain very serious.  The City has taken a variety of 

actions in the short term to deal with the challenge.  The City Council 

implemented a citywide 20% voluntary reduction in water consumption, 

authorized water purchases to secure an adequate water supply, and 

adopted emergency outdoor watering restrictions.  In addition, the City is 
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managing its water supply to maximize the use of the allocated State Water 

Project water, conserve Solano Project water that can be stored/ banked in 

Lake Berryessa, maximize Lake Herman water storage and delivery, and 

make improvements to components of the water infrastructure to ensure 

reliability and redundancy.  All of these efforts are intended to ensure, to the 

extent feasible, an adequate water supply through December 2016 if the 

drought continues. 

 

In July 2014 the City entered into an agreement with the City of Vacaville to 

purchase up to 4,000 acre-feet of Vacaville’s Solano Project Carryover 

water during the 2014 calendar year.  The City purchased 2,000 acre-feet in 

July.  In December 2014 the City purchased the remaining 2,000 acre-feet 

of water. 

 

The winter water restrictions, which began on October 16, limit watering by 

automatic sprinkler systems to Saturday or Sunday (customer choice) before 

8 a.m. or after 7 p.m. until March 31.  There are exceptions for hoses with a 

shut-off nozzle, drip irrigation, watering container plants and for watering turf 

at recreational areas.   

 

City of Benicia customers are continuing to reduce their water use.  The 

tables on the following pages show that Benicia has reduced its water use 

by 20% since January compared to the same timeframe in 2013, or 23% 

since March (which is after City Council implemented a community wide 

goal of voluntarily reducing water consumption by 20%.)  In November, 

water use was 22.1% less than in November 2013.  The statewide average in 

November was a 9.8% reduction.  Table 3 shows that City-owned facilities 

have reduced water use by 37% since March. 

 

City staff has heard positive feedback about the WaterSmart Home Water 

Reports, which are providing water usage information to 5,000 residential 

customers, recommending customized water saving tips, and encouraging 

them to request a water audit from WattzOn. City staff is also meeting with 

the Good Neighbor Steering Committee and Valero to evaluate additional 

water conservation measures.  

 

Staff had been using 2012 as a base year to monitor and measure water 

conservation effort and year 2013 had also been shown as a comparison.  Year 

2012 was a typical water use year versus 2013 which was a more extreme dry 

year resulting in higher than average water consumption.  The State has 

selected 2013 as a base year for measuring statewide progress.  Staff is 

benchmarking water use to 2013 to be consistent with required reporting to the 

State, but also showing 2012 as a comparison.  
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Monthly reports are submitted to the State Water Resources Control Board 

on an ongoing basis.  In November, water use in Benicia was 98.4 gallons 

per person per day.  The statewide average for October was 88.9 gallons 

per person per day. 

 
MONTHLY WATER UPDATE 

 

Table 1 and Graph 1 below show the water used since January 1, 2014.  
 

Table 1 
2014 Source Water Usage (acre-feet) through December 31 

 

Month State Water 
Project 

Solano Project Lake Herman Total Used 

January 779 0 14 (V) 793 

February 320 229 79 628 

March 0 454 294 748 

April 737 310 280 (V) 1,327 

May 765 78 167 1,010 

June 788 172 99 1,059 

July 794 396 63 (V) 1,253 

August 766 106 147 (V) 1,019 

September 770 0 212 (V) 982 

October 801 0 135 (V) 936 

November 114 367 305 (V) 786 

December 251 0 498 (V) 749 

Sub-Total 6,885 2,112 2,293 11,290 
Lake Herman usage:  “V” = water drawn down by Valero Refinery 

 

Table 1 above illustrates how much water has been purchased or used from the 

City’s three source water supplies.  The Lake Herman column shows when Valero 

is drawing water out of Lake Herman (V) and when the City is filling the lake, the 

volume shows a positive value. The 2,293-AF identified in Table 1 represents all 

water passing through Lake Herman (fill and draw).  Lake Herman will provide 

approximately 1,585 AF of water storage (V) by the end of the year to the Valero 

Oil Refinery and the City of Benicia.   
 

Graph 1 on the following page shows the Treated Water Demand through 

December.   
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      Graph 1 

2014 Treated Water Demand Leaving the Water Treatment Plant (WTP) 
in acre-feet (AF) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Table 2 
Metered Water Use Since Call for Voluntary 20% Conservation 

(in acre-feet) 
    

Sub-

Total

for 10 

months

2012 273 228 303 423 475 584 554 503 374 303 4,020 4,481 896

2013 239 277 408 517 515 570 483 546 434 316 4,305 4,854 971

2014 217 224 285 357 435 445 356 403 315 215 3,252

20% 

Reduction
DecJuly Aug Sept Oct Nov

Total 

for 

year

Year March April May June

 
768 acre feet or 19% less was used in 2014 than 2012 

1,053 acre feet or 24% less was used in 2014 than 2013 
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Graph 2 

Cumulative Metered Water Use Since Call for Voluntary 20% Conservation 
 

 
 
 

Table 3 
City Facilities Metered Water Use 

Since Call for Voluntary 20% Conservation 
(in acre-feet) 

 

Year 
March through December 

Total City Facilities Water Use 

2012 257 

2013 297 

2014 188 

    2014 Water Reduction Compared to 2012=27% 

    2014 Water Reduction Compared to 2013=37% 
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Table 4 

Water Demand and Supply for 2014 and 2015 

 

Source Supply 2014 Working Water Supply (AF) 2015 Working Water Supply (AF) 

State Water Project 

 
9,990 7,320 

Solano Project Water 

 
12,800 13,785 

Lake Herman 

 
1,500 1,000 

Total Supply 

 
24,290 22,105 

City Treated Water 

Demand 
5,166 5,000 

Valero Raw Water 

Demand 
4,788 4,700 

Total Demand 9,954 9,700 

 

Table 4 reports that the City had approximately 24,290-AF of supply available 

between its three sources in 2014.  This includes 4,000-AF of Solano Project water 

purchased from the City of Vacaville, which can be stored in Lake Berryessa 

until needed and 266-AF of Yuba Accord water.  The City also traded 1,000-AF 

of State Water Project in October to the City of Vallejo for 1,000-AF of their 

Solano Project water so that Vallejo would have a SWP water supply during the 

Putah South Canal cleaning in October.  The treated water demand within the 

City (residential, commercial, industrial, institutional) for 2014 was 5,166-AF, due 

largely to conservation efforts starting in May.  As of December, Benicia citizens 

are conserving 20% more water than this same period in 2013.  Valero raw water 

demand was 4,788-AF by the end of the year.  The total demand by the City 

and Valero used 9,954-AF of water in 2014.   

 

Due to the heavy rains in December, poor water quality in the State Water 

Project (North Bay Aqueduct), and a leak in the Solano Project (Lake Berryessa) 

transmission pipeline, the Water Treatment Plant switched from State Water 

Project supplies to its Lake Herman water source on December 18, and has 

been treating Lake Herman water continuously into January.  This allowed the 

lake to be drawn down after it crested over the spill way on December 12.   

 

The December 11-12, 2014 storm filled Lake Herman 3.2 feet in 24 hours, which 

added approximately 43 million gallons of water (133 AF).  The December storms 

added six feet of water to Lake Herman, which is equivalent to two months of 
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supply at current (winter) usage (for both the community and Valero).  Since 

December 18, the City has been drawing a total of 8 million gallons per day 

(MGD) of Lake Herman water, which is better quality water than the North Bay 

Aqueduct (4 MGD untreated for Valero and 4 MGD treated for the community.)  

 

The 24” raw water transmission pipeline that delivers Solano Project water from 

the City’s Cordelia Pump Station at the end of the Putah South Canal is out of 

service, due to a leak.  The cause of the leak is suspected to be a consequence 

of the South Napa Earthquake on August 24.  The pipeline was placed into 

service on November 5 and began leaking on December 1.  A video camera 

inspection video revealed cracks at three pipe seam locations.  This damage 

could have been caused by the seismic force on the pipe suspended in its pipe 

casing, which is like a tunnel under Interstate 80.  City staff is working with 

contractors to repair the pipe, is hiring a consultant to determine if the damage 

is earthquake related, and met with Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA) and the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (OES) staff to request 

damage repair funding. It is anticipated that the pipeline will be repaired before 

March when the State Water Project pipeline is relocated as part of the Green 

Valley Overcrossing of Interstate 80 Project.  

 

Although the December storms helped increase water supplies, the State’s 

snowpack is still below average for this time of year.  Attached is the 

Department of Water Resources’ “Reservoir Conditions” graphic as of January 6, 

2015.  Lake Oroville Reservoir had been so low that the December rains only 

filled it to 39% full, when it is historically about 62% full at this time of year.  

According to a recent media release from the State Water Resources Control 

Board, the early season rainfall has delivered only a third of what would be 

needed to end the prolonged drought. 

 

The State Water Board Chair was quoted in a recent media release saying, “In 

many parts of California, it is clear that residents understand we are in a 

prolonged drought.  And many continue to conserve water, even as we enjoy 

welcome rain and runoff that is beginning to recharge our reservoirs and 

groundwater supplies.  That is good news because it will take far more rain and 

snow to get us back to normal.  Conservation is still the smartest and most cost 

effective way to deal with this difficult drought.  We need to treat water as the 

precious resource that it is.” 

 

On a positive note, the Solano County Water Agency petitioned the Department 

of Water Resources (DWR) to reclassify some of its member’s State Water Project 

(SWP) carryover since 2012.  The Department has granted the full water 

classification request without reservations.  This will allow SCWA to reclassify SWP 

sources to maximize use of “Permit” and “Area of Origin Settlement” water, 

while reducing carryover and “Table A” usage – thus optimizing the carryover 
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constraint rules which basically prescribe “not leaving water behind”.  This 

reclassification should result in a boost in SWP carryover for all members 

beginning in 2015. 

 

Attachment: 

• “Reservoir Conditions” as of January 6, 2015 
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Ending At Midnight - January 6, 2015

Graph Updated 01/07/2015 04:45 PM

LEGEND

Capacity
(TAF)

% of Capacity |% of Historical
Average

Historical

Average

Trinity Lake
34% | 50%

Shasta Reservoir
42% | 66%

Lake Oroville
39% | 62%

Folsom Lake
45% | 91%

New Melones
23% | 40%

Don Pedro Reservoir
39% | 59%

Exchequer Reservoir
7% | 15%

San Luis Reservoir
43% | 62%

Millerton Lake
35% | 64%

Pyramid Lake
94% | 105%

Castaic Lake
36% | 45%

Pine Flat Reservoir
13% | 31%
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MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING – CITY COUNCIL 

January 06, 2015 
 
 
 

City Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of which are 
recorded on tape. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

Mayor Patterson called the Closed Session to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Council Member Schwartzman was absent.  

All other Council Members were present. 
 
II. CLOSED SESSION: 
 

A. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR 
(Government Code Section 54957.6 (A)) 
Agency negotiators: City Manager, Assistant City Manager, Senior HR 
Analyst 
Employee organization: Benicia Public Employees' Association 
(BPSEA) Part-time 

 
B. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 

(Subdivision (b) of Government Code Section 54957) 
Title:  City Manager 

 
III. CONVENE OPEN SESSION: 
 

Mayor Patterson called the Open Session to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

A. ROLL CALL 
 

Council Member Schwartzman was absent.  

All other Council Members were present. 
 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Dalene Waranietz led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

C. REFERENCE TO THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PUBLIC 
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IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS/PROCLAMATIONS/APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 
 

A. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. Announcement of action taken at Closed Session, if any. 
 

Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, reported that Council received information 
from Staff and provided direction to Staff on both Closed Session items.  

 
2. Openings on Boards and Commissions: 

 
Arts & Culture Commission 
1 unexpired term 
Application due date:  January 9, 2015 
 
Civil Service Commission 
1 full term 
Application due date:  January 9, 2015 
 
Community Sustainability Commission 
1 full term 
Application due date:  January 9, 2015 
 
Finance Committee 
2 full terms 
Application due date:  January 9, 2015 
 
Human Services Board 
1 unexpired term 
Application due date:  January 9, 2015 
 
Library Board of Trustees 
2 full terms 
Application due date:  January 9, 2015 
 
Parks, Recreation & Cemetery Commission 
3 full terms 
Application due date:  January 9, 2015 
 
Planning Commission 
2 full terms 
Application due date:  January 9, 2015 
 
SolTrans Public Advisory Committee 
3 full terms 
Application due date:  January 9, 2015 
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3. Mayor’s Office Hours:  

 
4. Benicia Arsenal Update 

 
Update from City Attorney 

 
Ms. McLaughlin reported that Staff was making progress. Staff is trying to set up 
a public meeting sometime in March. The subcommittee met over the holidays.  

 
B. PROCLAMATIONS 

 
C. APPOINTMENTS 

 
1. Mayor's Appointment of Members of the City Council to Standing, 

Ad Hoc and Outside Agency Committees - Item Continued from 
12/16 meeting. 

 
RESOLUTION 15-01 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S 
APPOINTMENTS OF MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL TO STANDING, AD 
HOC, AND OUTSIDE AGENCY COMMITTEES 

Vice Mayor Hughes discussed concern over ensuring there was a fair share of 
the workload. He discussed possible scenarios with time required for all council 
members. It did not seem like a fair distribution of time required for all council 
members.  

Mayor Patterson stated that the time actually works out evenly and balanced. 
She was trying to accommodate all requests by council members who wanted to 
sit on certain committees. If it doesn't work out, it could be revisited.  

Council Member Campbell stated that he was happy to sit on whatever 
committee he was assigned.  

Council Member Strawbridge discussed the workload. She would not mind going 
back on the Solano Economic Development Board of Directors as the alternate. 
 She discussed whether the appointee and alternate needed to attend all 
meetings.  

Council Member Hughes made a motion to approve the resolution with the 
change making Council Member Strawbridge the alternate on the Solano 
Economic Development Board of Directors.  

 
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Strawbridge,  Council adopted Resolution 14-149, as amended, on roll call by 
the following vote: 
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Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
D. PRESENTATIONS 

 
V. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
 

On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Strawbridge,  Council adopted the Agenda, as presented, on roll call by the 
following vote: 

 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
VI. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT 
 

Two items received (copies on file).  
 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

1. Larry Fullington - Mr. Fullington discussed concern regarding the opening 
in the fencing along I-780 along the State Recreation Area. It is very 
dangerous. Cal Trans has been contacted, but has not yet addressed the 
issue.  

2. Council Member Campbell - Council Member Campbell discussed 
concerns regarding making changes to the Planning Commission when 
the Crude by Rail issue has not been resolved. He suggested extending 
the appointment or put the appointment off until it is resolved.  

 
VII. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 

On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Strawbridge,  Council adopted the Consent Calendar, as presented, on roll call 
by the following vote: 

 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
A. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 16, 2014 CITY 

COUNCIL MEETING 
 

B. DENIAL OF CLAIM AGAINST THE CITY BY CHRIS ALEXANDER AND 
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REFERRAL TO INSURANCE CARRIER 
 

C. DENIAL OF CLAIM AGAINST THE CITY BY DENISE CULLEN AND 
REFERRAL TO INSURANCE CARRIER 

 
D. Approval to waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and 

adopted pursuant to this agenda. 
 
VIII. BUSINESS ITEMS: 
 

A. APPROVE AND ACCEPT THE PIECE OF ART "WIND, WATER, LAND" 
ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF BENICIA 

 
Diane Smikahl, Library Director, reviewed the staff report. She clarified that Staff 
was not asking Council to approve the piece of art work tonight, they were 
asking Council to approve that the design was substantially the same as it was 
when it was originally presented to Council in January, 2014.  

Council Member Strawbridge congratulated and thanked the artists for their 
work.  

 
On motion of Council Member Strawbridge, seconded by Council Member 
Hughes,  Council approved, by motion, the piece of art work, and that the design 
was substantially the same as what was presented to Council in January 2014, 
on roll call by the following vote: 

 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 

B. ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT FUNDS FROM FIREMAN'S FUND FOR THE 
ACQUISITION OF WATER RESCUE EQUIPMENT 

 
RESOLUTION 15-02 - A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A GRANT FROM THE 
FIREMAN'S FUND HERITAGE PROGRAM IN THE AMOUNT OF $18,950.00 
FOR THE ACQUISITION OF WATER RESCUE EQUIPMENT AND 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT 

Jim Lydon, Fire Chief, reviewed the staff report.  

Council Member Campbell and Staff discussed the issue of insurance and 
liability.  

Vice Mayor Hughes and Staff discussed when the original full boat was 
discussed in 2007 and the cost was approximately $200,000. He is glad an 
alternative is being presented at this time.  

VII.A.5



 

 6

Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed where the boat would be stored. She 
suggested memorializing the idea that this is consistent with normal Fire 
Department procedures and fire personnel. Mayor Patterson thought this was an 
opportunity to work with the boating community on safety issues, etc.  

Public Comment: 

1. Carl Latourno - Mr. Latourno spoke in support of the purchase of the 
proposed boat. It is important to have a paramedic available for water 
rescues.  

Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney suggested the following language 
amendments: 'Whereas, the staffing and training practices are consistent with 
what the City normally does, this will not cause an increase in training or 
personnel cost, and if changes are required, it would have to be brought before 
Council for approval.'  

Council Member Campbell and Staff discussed the issue of staff training.  
 

On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Strawbridge,  Council adopted Resolution 15-02, as amended, on roll call by the 
following vote: 

 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
C. SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY SERVICES STRATEGY UPDATE AND 

APPROVAL OF MANAGEMENT PARTNERS CONTRACT AMENDMENT 
 

RESOLUTION 15-03 - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF BENICIA AMENDING THE CONTRACT WITH MANAGEMENT PARTNERS 
FOR THE SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY SERVICES STRATEGY 

Anne Cardwell, Assistant City Manager, reviewed the staff report.  
 
Vice Mayor Hughes and Staff discussed what was approved when this was 
originally brought before Council.  

Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed having the workshop/meeting at the 
Community Center, as it is accessible to the public and is a more relaxed 
environment. They discussed the issue of strategic planning, an interactive 
process with the public, having a tool to deal with the 'bolts from the blue'.  

Public Comment:  

None 
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On motion of Council Member Strawbridge, seconded by Council Member 
Hughes,  Council adopted Resolution 15-03, on roll call by the following vote: 

 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
D. WIND ENERGY REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS - WATER TREATMENT 

PLANT 
 

Alex Porteshawver, Climate Action Plan Coordinator, reviewed the staff report.  

Council Member Campbell and Staff discussed whether Staff had talked with 
Budweiser (as they have similar wind turbines as the ones being proposed), the 
cost of the proposed turbines, initial cost, whether this was a financially viable 
project, etc. Staff clarified that there would be no up-front cost to the City. The 
City would get $75,000 per unit to lease the land to the developer. The developer 
would pay for all of the up-front costs to build the project, and they would sell the 
generated electricity to PG&E or Marin Clean Energy (MCE).  

Vice Mayor Hughes and Staff discussed the size of the proposed turbines, the 
expected revenue if the power were sold back to MCE or PG&E.  

Council Member Strawbridge and Staff discussed the tariff, and since the City 
joined MCE, would it make a difference in what is sold back to PG&E, the size of 
the turbines, and the issue of community outreach.  

Mayor Patterson discussed the need to have demonstrated project experience 
with public process, and whether there was any benefit to the City for reduced 
greenhouse gas emissions.  

Council Member Campbell and Staff discussed concern regarding possible 
concerns that will come from citizens regarding birds, unsightly structures, etc. 
He would like to see what the community thinks prior to moving forward.  

Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed the importance of public outreach and 
involving the community stakeholders from the beginning.  

Vice Mayor Hughes discussed concern over the issue of overloading Staff's plate 
at this time.  

Brad Kilger, City Manager, clarified that the majority of staff time would be from 
the Climate Action Plan Coordinator, who has already accounted for this in her 
time. He discussed the issue of 'project creep.'  

Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney discussed the need to use outside resources 
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for this project, as it is very unique, and her time is quite limited right now.  

Vice Mayor Hughes expressed concern regarding the timing and Staff resources 
for this project.  

Council Member Campbell and Staff discussed action that Council took a few 
months ago regarding the sphere of influence and Lake Herman Road. He 
wondered if this was part of the 5-year study. Staff clarified that the project being 
discussed tonight was totally separate from the proposed Lake Herman project.  

Mayor Patterson discussed having an overall energy plan and an understanding 
of what the City's capacity is for siting these things. She suggested asking for the 
plan in the RFP.  

Council Member Strawbridge and Staff discussed her interest in this project. She 
did not want to see this project get lost. It is a great opportunity for the City.  

Vice Mayor Hughes discussed concern regarding moving forward, as the details 
of the RFP had not been worked out, where the project fits in Council's priorities, 
etc. He stated that if Staff was comfortable with having enough resources to get 
the City through the RFP process, he was comfortable with supporting it at this 
time.  

Ms. McLaughlin clarified that this would take some of her time, but it sounded 
like Council would approve her using outside resources for the bulk of the work.  

Public Comment: 

None 

Mayor Patterson discussed the issue of planning. She clarified that within the 
RFP, it needed to identify the opportunities for wind turbines and where they 
could go, and criteria that would be necessary in order to address community 
concerns. The planning process could be simplified to address those two 
questions. She was looking for a motion to approve the direction to staff to 
authorize the preparation of an RFP.  

Vice Mayor Hughes clarified that part of the RFP would be for looking at 
alternatives from developers, and also asking for revenue sharing options.  

Mr. Kilger suggested getting the draft RFP, which would include Council's 
discussion tonight, including opportunities and criteria for siting windmills and a 
public outreach program, and bring it back to Council for review.  

Mayor Patterson approved the above direction to Staff.  
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E. DISCUSSION OF VOTING PRIVILEGES FOR CITY TREASURER AT 
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 
Anne Cardwell, Assistant City Manager, reviewed the staff report.  

Michael Clarke, Finance Committee Chair, reviewed the committee’s 
recommendation to have the treasurer position remain a non-voting member.  

Council Member Campbell discussed the treasurer’s responsibility.  

Vice Mayor Hughes agreed with the Finance Committee's recommendation.  

Council Member Strawbridge discussed the Finance Committee's 
recommendation. She believed Mr. Paulk changed his mind after hearing 
the committee state all of the reasons for keeping the position as a non-voting 
position. She discussed the Finance Committee and City Treasurer’s 
roles regarding the Measure C funds.  

Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed the importance of memorializing the roles 
of the Finance Committee and Treasurer regarding Measure C.  

Public Comment:  

None 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Mayor Patterson adjourned the meeting at 9:04 p.m. 
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 AGENDA ITEM 
 CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATE  -   JANUARY 20, 2015 
 CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
DATE  : January 9, 2015 
 
TO  : City Manager 
 
FROM  : Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT : ACCEPTANCE OF WATER TREATMENT PLANT FILTER SLIDE GATE 

REPLACEMENT PROJECT  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Adopt a resolution accepting the Water Treatment Plant Filter Slide Gate 

Replacement Project as complete, and authorizing the City Manager to sign the 

Notice of Completion and authorizing the City Clerk to file same with the Solano 

County Recorder. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:   
This project, located at the Water Treatment Plant, consisted of replacing 

two cast iron filter slide gates for washwater due to leakage.  The last step of the 

project requires formal acceptance by the City Council and filing of the Notice 

of Completion by the City Clerk, which allows the City to process the final 

payment to the contractor.  The final construction cost is $68,800.  
 
BUDGET INFORMATION: 
The Water Treatment Plant Filter Slide Gate Replacement Project has a budget 

and expenditures comprised of the following: 

Project Budget 

   Construction Contract .................................................................................. $68,800.00 

   Construction Contingency ............................................................................. $3,440.00 

   Total Construction Budget ............................................................................ $72,240.00 

 
Project Expenditures 

   Original Construction Contract, per Resolution No. 14-32 ....................... $68,800.00 

    
   Final Construction Cost .............................................................................. $68,800.00 

 

The final construction cost is $68,800.  Sufficient funds are available in Account 

No. 594-8259-9960 (Water System Replacement Fund). 
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GENERAL PLAN: 
Relevant General Plan Goal: 

• Goal 2.28:  Improve and maintain public facilities and services 

 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 
Relevant Strategic Plan Issues:  

• Strategic Issue #1: Protecting Community Health and Safety 

• Strategic Issue #4:  Preserving and Enhancing Infrastructure 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Filters #1 and #2 were built during construction of the Water Treatment Plant 

(WTP) in 1970. The slide gates for the influent and waste discharge for each filter 

are cast iron and controlled by motor operator valve actuators. In 1998, filters 

#1 and #2 slide gates were adjusted to minimize leakage by applying more 

force against the slide door within its track through wedge adjustment. This 

minimized the flow but eventually, the track seals wore faster. 

  

In May 2009, filter #1 was leaking excessively and further wedge adjustment was 

required. The wedge pressure exerted such friction within the slide track that it 

prevented the actuators from lifting the slide gates within their tracks. After 

various attempts to correct the problem, filter #1 was removed from service in 

September 2010 due to failure of the valve actuators. The valve actuators for 

filter #1 were replaced by others during the Filter Slide Gate Replacement 

Project. 

 

On March 18, 2014 Council awarded the construction contract to Spiess 

Construction Company of Santa Maria, CA, in the amount of $68,800 via 

Resolution No. 14-32.  The contractor completed the Water Treatment Plant Filter 

Slide Gate Replacement Project to the satisfaction of the City.  It is 

recommended, therefore, that City Council accept this project as complete. 

 

Attachments: 

• Proposed Resolution  

• Notice of Completion 
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RESOLUTION NO. 15- 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BENICIA ACCEPTING 

THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT FILTER SLIDE GATE REPLACEMENT PROJECT 

AS COMPLETE, AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE NOTICE OF 

COMPLETION, AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY CLERK TO FILE SAME WITH THE 

SOLANO COUNTY RECORDER 

 

 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 14-32, City Council awarded the construction 
contract for the Water Treatment Plant Filter Slide Gate Replacement Project to Spiess 
Construction Company of Santa Maria in the amount of $68,800; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Spiess Construction Company has completed the work in 
accordance with the plans and specifications and to the satisfaction of the City for a final 
construction cost of $68,800; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Council of the City of 
Benicia hereby accepts the Water Treatment Plant Filter Slide Gate Replacement 
Project as complete for a final construction cost of $68,800 (funded 594-8259-9960). 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is hereby authorized to sign 
the Notice of Completion and the City Clerk is authorized to file said Notice with the 
Solano County Recorder. 
 

* * * * *  
 On motion of Council Member               , seconded by Council Member              , 
the above Resolution was introduced and passed by the City Council of the City of 
Benicia at a regular meeting of said Council held on the 20th day of January 2015, and 
adopted by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:     
 
Noes:     
 
Absent:  
       ______________________________ 
       Elizabeth Patterson, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
_____________________________ 
Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 
 

_____________________________ 
Date 
 

VII.B.3



 

VII.B.4



Recorded at the request of: 
CITY OF BENICIA 
 
After recording return to: 
CITY OF BENICIA 
ATTN:  PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
250 EAST L STREET 
BENICIA, CA  94510 
 

NOTICE OF COMPLETION 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT: 
 

1. The City of Benicia, 250 East L Street, Benicia, CA, 94510, is the owner of the 
property described as: 

 

Water Treatment Plant Filter Slide Gate Replacement Project located at 100 

Water Way, situated in the City of Benicia, County of Solano, State of 

California, (APN 0080-030-150) 

 

Nature of title as stated owner:  In Fee. 

 
2. A work of improvement known as the Water Treatment Plant Filter Slide Gate 

Replacement Project at the property described was completed in the amount of 
$68,800 and accepted by the City Council of the City of Benicia on January 20, 2015. 

 
3. The name of the contractor for the improvement is Spiess Construction Company of 

Santa Maria, California. 

 
CITY OF BENICIA 
 

 
Dated: ____________________   By: ___________________________ 
        Brad Kilger, City Manager 
 
 
       Attest: ___________________________ 
        Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 
 
The undersigned, being duly sworn, says:  that she is the person signing the above document; 
that she has read the same and knows the contents thereof, and that the facts stated therein are 
true, under penalty of perjury. 
 
        ___________________________ 
        Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 
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 AGENDA ITEM 

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATE  -   JANUARY 20, 2015 

 CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

DATE  : January 14, 2015 

 

TO  : City Council 
 

FROM  : City Attorney 

 

SUBJECT : REVIEW THE ANNUAL REPORT TO COUNCIL FOR THE OPEN 

GOVERNMENT COMMISSION 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

Accept the annual report of the Open Government Commission. 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:   

In accordance with Benicia Municipal Code 4.20.010.D, the Open Government 

Commission is required to provide an annual report to the City Council on the 

implementation and compliance of Title 4 (Open Government) of the Benicia 

Municipal Code. 
 

BUDGET INFORMATION: 

There is no fiscal impact from these changes. 

 
GENERAL PLAN: 

N/A. 

 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 

N/A – there is not a relevant Strategic Plan Goal that relates to this agenda item. 

 
BACKGROUND: 

The following is the Annual Report to the City Council at the January 20, 2015 

Council Meeting.  The officers for the Open Government Commission for 2014 

were: Chair Larry Fullington, Vice Chair Carol Langford, Sergeant at Arms Zoee 

Bartholomew, Commissioner Susan Lynn, and Commissioner James Wallace. 

 

The commission focused this year working on ways to outreach to the 

community to get more involvement in the Open Government Commission.   

 

• In 2014, the Commission continued an aggressive public outreach 

campaign. Efforts included staffing a booth at the Benicia Farmers Market 

by pairing with other City Departments and Commissions.  By reducing the 

amount of information on display, the booth and the Market Box were 
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streamlined.  While it is often not easy to get market goers to approach 

the booth, the handouts (market bags, low-flow shower heads, shower 

timers etc.) were used to attract 1,864 visitors.  The Commissioners reported 

that staffing the booth was very successful and that it allows the public to 

bring things to the attention of the City as well as answering many of their 

questions. Queries included conservation of water,  City updates on 

garbage service, water and sewer rates, senior low income housing, how 

to participate in City Council meetings, and many others.  The Commission 

also decided it would be worthwhile to promote open government to 

help remind people of the purpose of the commission.  This year the open 

government commissioners will be staffing a booth every Thursday 

beginning April 30, 2015 through October 29, 2015. 

 

• The Commission, in association with the League of Women Voters Benicia 

and the AAUW, held a Voters Forum on October 11, 2014 presenting 

information on the City Measures B and C, State propositions and the 

Benicia School Board Candidates.  Two City Councilmen were running 

unopposed, and a Candidate Forum was not held.  Future association 

with the AAUW and League of Women Voters will be discussed by the 

Commission in 2015.   It was agreed by all present that the 2014 Voters 

Forum was a success in that there was knowledge gained by those in 

attendance the day of the event and those watching the live TV 

broadcast and/or the taped re-broadcasts. 

 

• A coloring contest for Law Day 2014 was held during the month of May.  

The Commission plans to increase participation in 2015 with information 

distributed to Benicia Elementary Schools and in the newspaper.  The 

Commission is also in the planning stages for other activities honoring Law 

Day, which is commemorating the signing of the Magna Carta in 1215.  

Staff has maintained the bulletin board outside the City Attorney’s office 

with displays of historical legal events. 
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 AGENDA ITEM 
 CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATE  -   JANUARY 20, 2015 
 CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

DATE  : December 22, 2014 
 

TO  : City Manager 
 

FROM  : Acting Police Chief 
 
SUBJECT : AUTHORIZE PURCHASE OF ELEVEN (11) REPLACEMENT 

COMPUTERS FOR POLICE PATROL VEHICLES 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

Adopt a resolution authorizing the purchase of eleven (11) Panasonic 

Toughbook computers for Police patrol vehicles in an amount not-to-exceed 

$58,325.63 and authorizing the City Manager to sign the purchase order on 

behalf of the City.  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:   

Existing in car computers for Patrol Officers are in need of replacement.  Not 

only will the new computers increase the efficiency for the Patrol Officers, but 

the computers include a Windows 7 operating system, which will allow for a 

seamless transition to a new Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) system, which was 

identified as a Measure C funded project in Fiscal Year 15-16. Funds exist in Fiscal 

Year 14-15 for the computer replacement.  
 
BUDGET INFORMATION: 

Funds are available in account number 036-7036-9112 COPS Supplemental High 

Technology Equipment. The budgeted amount in this fund is $62,550.  The 

purchase price for in-car computers is $58,325.63, which will leave a balance of 

$2,597.64 in this fund.  

 
GENERAL PLAN: 

Relevant General Plan Goals and Policies include: 
• Goal #2.28:  Improve and maintain public facilities and services 

 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 

Relevant Strategic Plan Issues and Strategies:  

• Strategic Issue #4: Preserving and Enhancing Infrastructure 

o Strategy #3:  Address technology needs 

o Strategy #4: Provide adequate funding for ongoing infrastructure 

needs 
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BACKGROUND: 

The Police Department's laptops were purchased in May of 2010.  The industry 

standard for computer laptop replacement is between three and five years.  

The Department has sent five out of our 12 laptops back to Panasonic for various 

repairs during the previous six months.   The Department is proposing to replace 

eleven (11) laptops.  One of the existing laptops will be re-allocated to the 

Animal Control Officer.  Eventually, this laptop will also need to be replaced. 

 

Replacing these laptops will allow Patrol Officers to function better, eliminating 

the need to come into the office when their computers are down.  In addition, 

new and fixed modems will offer better network coverage and faster returns for 

dispatched calls and California Law Enforcement Telecommunications System 

(CLETS) information.  Replacing our USB drive modems and upgrading our 

system for dual-authentication will allow the department to recover a monthly 

charge of $520.00 for our dedicated Sprint Frame Relay line. The Department will 

recoup the modem hardware cost in less than 17 months. The state is now 

mandating a second authentication system to access CLETS from mobile 

devices.  

  

The new computers will provide a Windows 7 operating system, allowing for the 

entire Police Department to be supported by current Microsoft Operating 

Systems as well as seamless integration with a new CAD and RMS, which is 

identified as a Measure C funded project in Fiscal Year 15-16.  Newer CAD 

systems such as RIMS run on standard PC networks under Windows 7 and newer, 

therefore, the existing laptops wouldn't support the new CAD system. 

 

These in car computers will be purchased piggybacking on the National IPA 

contract number 120471 awarded to Panasonic System Communications.  The 

bidding procedures used to obtain the prices are substantially similar to 

Benicia’s. Thus, in accordance with Benicia Municipal Code section 3.08.110 

the purchase of the computers using the State of California contract is 

permitted.   
 

Attachment:  

• Proposed Resolution 
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RESOLUTION NO. 15- 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BENICIA AUTHORIZING 
THE PURCHASE OF ELEVEN (11) REPLACEMENT IN CAR COMPUTERS 
UTILIZING COPS SUPPLEMENTAL LAW ENFORCEMENT FUNDS 
 
 WHEREAS, the purchase of 11 new in car computers was authorized by City 
Council on January 20, 2015; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the replacement computers will be purchased from Panasonic 
through piggybacking on the National Intergovernmental Purchasing Alliance (IPA) 
contract number 120471; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Tucson and National IPA participating agencies 
nationwide competitively bid for mobile computing products where the bidding 
procedure was substantially the same as the City of Benicia’s; and  
  
 WHEREAS, there are sufficient funds available from the FY 14-15 COPS 
Supplemental High-Technology Equipment budget, account number 036-7036-9112, to 
cover the cost of these computers. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the City Council of the City of 
Benicia approves the expenditure not-to-exceed $58,325.63, from the COPS 
Supplemental Law Enforcement account 036-7036-9112, for the purchase of 11 in car 
computers, and authorizes the City Manager to sign the purchase order on behalf of the 
City.  
 

***** 
On motion of Council Member              , seconded by Council Member             , 

the above Resolution was introduced and passed by the City Council of the City of 
Benicia at a regular meeting of said Council held on the 20th day of January, 2015, and 
adopted by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:    
 
Noes:    
 
Absent:    
 

___________________________ 
       Elizabeth Patterson, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 
 
_____________________________ 
Date 
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 AGENDA ITEM 

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATE  -   JANUARY 20, 2015 

 CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

DATE  : January 9, 2015 

 

TO  : City Manager 
 

FROM  : Finance Director 
 

SUBJECT : AMENDING THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE TO INCREASE FIRE 

DEPARTMENT SERVICE FEES 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

Adopt the proposed resolution amending the Master Fee Schedule to adjust the 

Fire Department's Service Fees.  
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:   

On August 21, 2012, the City Council considered and adopted Resolution No. 12-

104 increasing certain Fire Department fees.  The Fire Department Fees were to be 

increased over three years each January thereafter.  This amendment represents 

the third year of these increases. 
 

BUDGET INFORMATION: 

The Finance Department is recommending adoption of the third year of the fee 

increases as was approved in FY 2012-2013 for FY 2014-2015. The Fire 

Department’s revenues for FY 2014-2015 reflect this proposal. 

 

It should be noted that all Fire Department fees, including Fire Inspection fees, 

are being reviewed as part of the Citywide Fee Study, which is currently 

underway.  Those fees will be introduced to the City Council in March 2015 for 

consideration effective for FY 2015-2016. 
 
GENERAL PLAN: 
Relevant General Plan Goals: 

• General Plan Goal 2.28: Improve and maintain public facilities and 

services. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 
Relevant Strategic Plan Goals and Strategies: 

• Strategic Issue #3: Strengthening Economic and Fiscal Conditions
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BACKGROUND: 

The California Building and Standards Commission adopted and published the 

2010 California Fire Code on July 1, 2010. The California Fire Code (CFC), also 

referred to as Title 24 Part 9 of the California Code of Regulations, took effect 

on January 1, 2011. There are 47 types of operational use permits and 13 

construction permits that are listed in the California Fire Code (CFC).  The CFC 

Section 105.1 states, “Permits required by this code shall be obtained from the 

fire code official. Permit fees, if any, shall be paid prior to issuance of the 

permit. Issued permits shall be kept on the premises designated therein at all 

times and shall be readily available for inspection by the fire code official.” By 

collecting the Fire Department Service Fees, the City is able to recover costs 

associated with the permit and inspection process.   

 

In order to maintain an effective and sustainable Fire and Life Safety program, 

the Fire Department has recommended fees to capture the cost recovery of 

providing these fees. Since January 1, 2009, the Fire Department has been 

collecting Fire Code Permit and Inspection Fees as provided through the City of 

Benicia Master Fee Schedule by passing Resolution No. 09-73.   In August 2012, 

the Fire Department proposed an increase in the Fire Code Permit and Inspection 

Fees and the City Council adopted Resolution 12-104.  The department’s 

recommendation was a three year gradual step up to the cost recovery of these 

fees.  This Master Fee amendment is the third phase of this graduated fee. 

 
 
Attachments: 

• Proposed Resolution 

• Three-year Fee Schedule, Exhibit A 

• Public Notice  

• Staff report from August 21, 2012 

• Resolution No. 12-104 
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RESOLUTION NO. 15- 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BENICIA 

AUTHORIZING THE AMENDMENT OF THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE TO 

INCREASE FIRE DEPARTMENT SERVICE FEES 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Benicia has conducted an analysis of its services, the 
costs reasonably borne of providing those services, the beneficiaries of those 
services, and the revenues produced by those paying fees and charges for special 
services; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council has determined the fees, rates and charges should 

cover the actual costs or a substantial portion of the actual costs of the goods and 
services provided by the city; and 

 
WHEREAS, fire code permits are a required component of the Fire Department’s 

code enforcement system and the Department is responsible for processing permit 
applications, issuing permits, collecting fees and conducting inspections; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council approved Resolution No. 12-104, on August 21, 

2012, to adopt a graduated permit fee schedule that allows for annual increases over 
three consecutive years to recover a greater portion of the true costs of performing 
these services; and  

 
WHEREAS, notice of public hearing has been provided per Government 

Code Section 66016, oral and written presentations made and received, and the 
required public hearing held; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Finance Director has indicated that the proposed fees are in 

accordance with Article XIII-B of the Constitution of the State of California. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Council of the City of 

Benicia as follows: 
  
SECTION 1: Fee Schedule Adopted. The accompanying schedule of fees and 

charges, attached as Exhibit A, is hereby adopted and incorporated into the City of 
Benicia’s Master Fee schedule by this resolution. That such fees and charges are to be 
applied to the various special services provided by the City or its designated 
contractors. The City’s fees do not exceed the reasonable cost of providing the 
services. 

 
SECTION 2: Separate Fees for Each Process. All fees set by this Resolution are 

for each identified process; additional fees shall be required for each additional process 
or service that is requested or required. Where fees are indicated on a per-unit of 
measurement basis the fee is for each identified unit or portion thereof within the 
indicated ranges of such units. 
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SECTION 3: Intentions. It is the intention of the City Council to review the fees 

and charges as determined, and set out herein, based on the City's annual budget and 
all the City's costs reasonably borne as established at that time and, as and if 
warranted, to revise such fees and charges.  Should there be a conflict between two 
fees, then the lower in dollar amount of the two shall be applied. 

 
SECTION 4: Constitutionality. If any portion of this Resolution is declared invalid 

or unconstitutional then it is the intention of the City Council to have passed the entire 
Resolution and all its component parts, and all other sections of this Resolution shall 
remain in full force and effect. 

 
SECTION 5:  Repealer. All Resolutions and other actions of the City Council in 

conflict with the contents of this Resolution are hereby repealed. 
 
SECTION 6: Effective Date. This Resolution shall modify the existing Master Fee 

schedule and shall go into full force and effect January 21, 2015. 
 
SECTION 7: Certification. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this 

Resolution. 
 

****** 
 

On motion of Council Member                 , seconded by Council Member              , 
the above Resolution was introduced and passed by the City Council of the City of 
Benicia at a regular meeting of said Council held on the 20th day of January 2015, and 
adopted by the following vote: 

 
Ayes: 
 
Noes: 
 
Absent: 
 

_____________________ 
Elizabeth Patterson, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
________________ 
Lisa Wolf, City Clerk 
 
 
_______________ 
Date 
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EXHIBIT  B

1st Year 2nd Yr 3rd Year
# Service Fee Description Current Fee FY 2012-2013 FY 2013-2014 FY 2014-2015
601 Fire Clearance Fee-Business License 37$             50$              75$              100$                 

Fire Code Permits (FCP) as listed
602 Aerosol Products 37$             50$              75$              100$                 
603 Amusement Buildings 100$           50$              75$              100$                 
604 Battery Systems 27$             50$              75$              100$                 
605 Covered Mall Buildings 27$             50$              75$              100$                 
606 Carnivals-Fairs 105$           105$            105$            105$                 
607 Cellulose Nitrate Film -storage 37$             50$              75$              100$                 
608 Combustible Fiber Storage 53$             50$              75$              100$                 
609 Combustible Material Storage 53$             50$              75$              100$                 

    609A Exhibits and Trade Shows New 50$              75$              100$                 
610 Compressed Gases 53$             50$              75$              100$                 
611 Commercial Rubbish -Handling 53$             50$              75$              100$                 
612 Cryogens 37$             50$              75$              100$                 
613 Cutting and Welding 58$             50$              75$              100$                 
614 Dry Cleaning Plants 37$             50$              75$              100$                 
615 Dust Producing Operations 37$             50$              75$              100$                 
616 Explosive-Blasting Agents 37$             50$              75$              100$                 
617 Fire Hydrants, Water Control Valves 37$             50$              75$              100$                 

Flammable/Combustible Liquids
618 Combustible Liquid Storage 58$             50$              75$              100$                 
619 Flammable Liquid Pipelines per line 158$           158$            158$            158$                 
620 Flammable Liquid Storage, Handling, Use 27$             50$              75$              100$                 
621 Underground Storage Tank-Pumping 37$             50$              75$              100$                 
622 Underground Storage Tank-Install or Remove (1) 69$             50$              75$              100$                 
623 Underground Storage Tank-Install or Remove each additional 37$             50$              75$              100$                 
624 Aboveground Storage Tank -Install 37$             50$              75$              100$                 
625 Waste Oil Tanks 37$             50$              75$              100$                 
626 Fumigation-Fogging 11$             50$              75$              100$                 
627 Hazardous Materials 53$             50$              75$              100$                 
628 High-Piled Combustible Storage 53$             50$              75$              100$                 
629 Hot-Work Operations 27$             50$              75$              100$                 
630 LPG storage use 32$             50$              75$              100$                 
631 Lumber Yards 69$             50$              75$              100$                 
632 Magnesium Working 37$             50$              75$              100$                 V
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EXHIBIT  B

1st Year 2nd Yr 3rd Year
Service Fee Description Current Fee FY 2012-2013 FY 2013-2014 FY 2014-2015

105$           105 105 105
633 Mall-Covered 37$             50 75 100
634 Motor Vehicle Fuel Dispensing 27$             50 75 100
635 Open Burning, Flames, Torches and Candles 37$             50 75 100
636 Organic Coatings 37$             50 75 100
637 Ovens - Industrial 100$           100 100 100
638 Pyroxylin Plastics 37$             50 75 100
639 Places of Assembly 237$           237 237 237
640 Pyrotechnical -Special Effects/Fireworks 37$             50 75 100
641 Radioactive Material 37$             50 75 100
642 Refrigeration Equipment 37$             50 75 100
643 Repair Garages 37$             50 75 100
644 Spraying -Dipping 40$             50 75 100
645 Tents -Canopies 37$             50 75 100
646 Tire Storage 37$             50 75 100
647 Wood Products - Storage 37$             50 75 100
648 Excessive Fire Inspection Fee 74$             100 100 100
649 additional inspection

State Required Inspections
Residential 56$             50 75 100
3-14 units 79$             75 75 100

650 15-99 units 111$           111 111 111
651 100-249 units 198$           198 198 198
652 250 + 95$             95 95 95
653 Family Care Homes 40$             50 75 100
654 Day Care 105$           105 105 105
655 Private Schools
656

No proposed change to fee shown in blue font
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BENICIA CITY COUNCIL 

 

 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council will hold a PUBLIC HEARING on 
Tuesday, January 20, 2015 at 7:00 p.m., in the City Council Chambers, 250 East L Street, to 
consider the following: 
 

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BENICIA 

APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CITY’S MASTER FEE SCHEDULE 

FOR FIRE AND PUBLIC WORKS FEES AND AUTHORIZING ASSOCIATED 

FEE ADJUSTMENTS. 

 

REVIEW PROCESS:  The proposed 2015 City Master Fee Schedule report will 
be available on December 29, 2014 at the Finance, Fire and Public Works 
Departments, 250 East L Street, Benicia. The meeting agenda and packet materials will 
be available after January 14, 2015 for public review on the City’s website 
(www.ci.benicia.ca.us), at the Benicia Public Library, and at the Finance, Fire, and 
Public Works Departments, 250 East L Street, Benicia, Monday through Friday (except 
legal holidays) between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to noon, and 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Persons wishing to comment can do so either in writing or in person.  Written 
comments should be addressed to the City Clerk, 250 East L Street, Benicia, CA  
94510. Anyone who wishes to speak for or against the above may appear at the public 
hearing and will be heard. 
 

If you challenge any action related to the proposed action above in court, you 
may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public 
hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City 
Council at, or prior to, the public hearing. 

 

 

 

BY ORDER OF THE COUNCIL: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 
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 AGENDA ITEM 
 CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATE  -   JULY 17, 2012 
 BUSINESS ITEMS 
 
DATE  : July 6, 2012 
 
TO  : City Manager 
 
FROM  : Fire Chief 
 
SUBJECT : AMENDING THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE TO INCREASE FIRE 

DEPARTMENT SERVICE FEES 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Adopt the proposed resolution amending the Master Fee Schedule to adjust the 
Fire Department's Service Fees. Most fees will be increased slightly, but some will 
remain the same or are decreased.  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:   
Fire code permits are a small component of a code enforcement system.  Fire 
code permits are required for a variety of activities, including repair garages, 
welding and cutting operations, and the use and storage of certain hazardous 
materials. The municipal fire official is responsible for the enforcement of the fire 
code permit system, which consists of taking permit applications, inspections, 
processing and collecting fees, and issuing permits.  The Fire Department is 
proposing most fire service fees be increased to fifty dollars, and to have a 
twenty-five dollar increase each year until each permit fee reaches one 
hundred dollars.  The Fire Department is also recommending that facilities 
requiring multiple permits pay full price for the first permit, and receive a fifty 
percent discount price for each subsequent permit. 
 
BUDGET INFORMATION: 
The Fire Department is recommending increasing permit fees gradually over the 
next three years in order to recover increased administrative costs associated with 
the permit process. 
 
GENERAL PLAN: 
Relevant General Plan Goals: 

q General Plan Goal 2.28: Improve and maintain public facilities and 
services. 

 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 
Relevant Strategic Plan Goals and Strategies: 

q Strategic Issue #1: Protect Community Health and Safety 
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Ø Strategy #4: Promote community preservation and prevent 
nuisances through increased code enforcement, environmental 
strategies and community education. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
The California Building and Standards Commission adopted and published the 
2010 California Fire Code on July 1, 2010.  The California Fire Code (CFC), also 
referred to as Title 24 Part 9 of the California Code of Regulations, took effect on 
January 1, 2011.  There are forty-seven types of operational use permits and 
thirteen construction permits that are listed in the California Fire Code (CFC).   
 
The CFC Section 105.1 states, “Permits required by this code shall be obtained 
from the fire code official.  Permit fees, if any, shall be paid prior to issuance of 
the permit.  Issued permits shall be kept on the premises designated therein at all 
times and shall be readily available for inspection by the fire code official”.   
 
Since January 1, 2009, we have been consistently collecting Fire Code Permit 
and Inspection Fees as provided through the City of Benicia Master Fee 
Schedule. The City Council, as part of the City of Benicia Master Fee Schedule, 
has approved the Fire Department Service Fees by passing Resolution No. 09-73. 
By collecting the Fire Department Service Fees, we are able to recover a portion 
of the administrative costs associated with the permit and inspection process.  
 
The history of our fire fee schedule dates back to the mid 1980’s.  During that 
time, a fee schedule was passed by Council Resolution No. 88-52.  The authority 
was based on the 1985 Uniform Fire Code (UFC) section 4.101.  Permit Fees were 
collected off and on, and permits were issued sporadically over the last twenty-
five years.  Today, we are operating under our current fee schedule.  With few 
exceptions, our service fees have not been adjusted for inflation or industry 
standards for over 20 years.  Our service fees are significantly lower than fees 
charged by neighboring fire agencies (see Exhibit A). These lower fees create 
challenges in continuing to provide the high level of service our community has 
come to expect.  By increasing these fees over a three year time period, we will 
continue to recover a portion of the costs for the fire permit service we provide. 
 
In order to maintain an effective and sustainable Fire and Life Safety program, it 
is our recommendation that we increase the cost recovery on the Fire 
Department Service Fees.  It is staff’s recommendation that the City adopt a 
graduated fee schedule that allows for annual increases over three consecutive 
years.  The three-year fee schedule is attached to the resolution as Exhibit B.  
Adopting a graduated fee schedule will lessen the financial impact on business 
owners while working toward cost recovery for city services rendered.  Note that 
this action does not increase Fire Department fees for Construction-Field 
Inspections-Plan Review, Building Code Review for Fire Code Compliance, Other 

VII.E.10



Inspections, Fire Alarms, Fire Department Response Charges or Miscellaneous 
Charges. These fees remain the same. 
 
As in the past, a letter will be sent out to all businesses and business groups 
advising of the service fee revision.  The sample letter is attached as Exhibit C. 
 
The Benicia Fire Department recently had a successful discussion with the 
Benicia Industrial Park Association and a meeting with the Benicia Chamber of 
Commerce to discuss the proposed increase in fees.   The Chamber concurred 
that what the Fire Department is proposing is “reasonable”.  A copy of the 
Benicia Chamber of Commerce letter is attached as Exhibit D. 
 
Attachments: 
 

q Proposed Resolution  
q Fee Comparison Chart, Exhibit A 
q Three-year Fee Schedule, Exhibit B 
q Sample Letter, Exhibit C 
q Benicia Chamber of Commerce Letter, Exhibit D 
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 AGENDA ITEM 

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATE  -   JANUARY 20, 2015 

 BUSINESS ITEMS 

 

DATE  : January 12, 2015 

 

TO  : City Manager 
 

FROM  : Acting Police Chief 
 

SUBJECT : PRESENTATION OF DRAFT WORK PLAN TO REVISE SECTION 

6.32.060 OF THE BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE TO PERMIT URBAN 

BEEKEEPING IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS OF THE CITY 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

City Council review, comment, and provide direction on staff's draft work plan 

to revise Benicia Municipal Code (B.M.C.) Section 6.32.060 to allow Urban 

Beekeeping. 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:   

In December 2007, the City of Benicia adopted Ordinance No. 07-72, which 

updated Chapter 6.32 Animal Keeping of the B.M.C.  This ordinance included 

an update to Section 6.32.060 Beekeeping, and restricted beekeeping to the 

Open Space (OS) zoning district only. Recently, Benicia Community Gardens, as 

well as various individuals, have requested City Council to revise the B.M.C. to 

allow urban beekeeping in residential areas.  In response to public comments, 

the City Council directed staff to prepare a draft work plan on what the process 

would be, and what staff resources would be required to conduct a revision of 

the B.M.C. to allow urban beekeeping in residential areas of the City. 
 

BUDGET INFORMATION: 

Staff does not have a specific dollar amount for the cost that would be incurred 
to revise the B.M.C. to allow urban beekeeping, but it is estimated that it could 

require as much as 40 hours of staff time to draft the ordinance, prepare the staff 

reports and conduct community workshops and Council meetings.   There also 

will be an estimated expenditure of $2,000 for contract City Attorney work.  In 

addition, if the City Council were to adopt a comprehensive urban beekeeping 

ordinance it will result in budget impacts to Police and Fire budgets related to 

Animal Control and Code Enforcement.  Those impacts cannot be determined 

now because the amount of staff time required to administer and enforce the 

ordinance is dependent on what regulatory and permitting requirements are 

adopted by the City.  These costs will be evaluated as part of the ordinance 

adoption process. 
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GENERAL PLAN: 

The project supports the overarching Goal of the General Plan, which is 

Sustainability. 

 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 

Relevant Strategic Plan Issues and Strategies: 

 

• Strategic Issue #2:  Protecting and Enhancing the Environment 

o Strategy #3:  Pursue and adopt sustainable practices 

 
BACKGROUND: 

The City Council has been approached by Benicia Community Gardens, and 

others, to update the Benicia Municipal Code (B.M.C.) to allow urban 

beekeeping within residential areas of the City.  Currently, B.M.C. Section 

6.32.060 Bee Keeping permits beekeeping in Open Space (OS) zoning districts 

only.  City Council has directed staff to draft a work plan that would amend the 

B.M.C. to allow beekeeping in other residential zoning districts. 

 

If the City Council desires to permit urban beekeeping in the City, staff proposes 

the following process: 

 

• July 2015: Review and analysis of beekeeping ordinances from other 

communities, including Napa, Vallejo, and others, including whether or 

not an Animal Keeper Permit and/or License will be required 

o Coordination with the Solano County Agricultural Commission 

o Internal coordination between Police (Animal Control), Community 

Development (Zoning), and Fire (Code Enforcement) 

• August 2015: Community Workshops (1-2 meetings) 

• September 2015: Present draft ordinance to City Council 

 

The proponents for urban beekeeping have submitted a sample ordinance from 

the City of Napa (attached).  In researching the subject staff has found several 

examples of urban beekeeping practices and regulatory requirements from 

other jurisdictions, some of which are also attached.  As can be seen, there are 

several variables that the City will need to consider in drafting an urban 
beekeeping ordinance such as use standards (location, density and 

maintenance of colonies, including flyway barriers); registration, licensing and 

training, and permitting.  Therefore, it will be important to obtain input from 

residents who have colonies and those that do not. 

 

It has been suggested that the City could simply repeal the current prohibition in 

the B.M.C. on beekeeping in areas other than the Open Space (OS) zoning 

districts and allow the use by right.  Staff does not believe this is a viable 
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alternative because of the need to address County regulatory requirements 

and, at a minimum, establish some use regulations to ensure that the location 

and density of the colonies are compatible with a residential neighborhood 

environment. 

 

Should the Council decide to direct staff to initiate a code amendment staff 

would request that the earliest it be initiated is after the adoption of the FY 2015-

17 budget on June 30, 2015.  This would also give the Council the opportunity to 

evaluate the priority of this project and the staff time that would be dedicated 

to it, relative to other Council priorities.  It is important to note that to date, there 

have been no formal complaints regarding illegal beekeeping in the 

community.  Therefore, while the proponents’ desire to legalize their activities is 

understandable, there is no urgent reason to do so at this time, in relation to the 

City’s other pressing fiscal and economic development priorities.  Placing it on 

the Council’s priority list would at least give the proponents some reassurance 

that the City has programmed the project for future action. 

 

 

Attachments: 

• Sample Ordinances (Napa, Vallejo, San Diego) 

• Safe Urban Beekeeping 
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Best Management Practices for Beekeeping in Napa County 

Napa County Beekeepers’ Association                  September 27, 2012  

         

Purpose 
The purpose of this document is to establish a reference and standard for honeybee management in 
Napa County.  
 
AREAS OF BEEKEEPING MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC CONCERN 

 Hive Density, Quantities 
 Siting, Screening, Barriers, Fencing and Flyways 
 Colony Temperament and Behavior 
 Considerate Hive Management 
 Swarming 
 Provision of water 
 Disease Control 
 Our Values 

 
Hive Densities, Quantities  
The following hive densities are established to minimize potential conflict between people, honeybees 
and their keepers.  

 

Suggested maximum number of hives in relation to lot size: 

Lot /Acreage Number of Colonies 

Up to 1/4 acre  
(1/4 acre = 10,890 sq. ft.) 

3 colonies 

More than 1/4 acre, less than 1/2 acre  
(1/2 acre = 21,780 sq. ft.) 

5 colonies 

More than 1/2 acre, less than 1 acre  
(1 acre = 43,560 sq. ft.) 

7 colonies 

1 acre or more 10 colonies per acre maximum 

 
Some locales may not support the maximum hives allowed.  Hive densities are ultimately limited by 
available forage and by interaction with neighbors and the public.   
 
Siting  
Hive placement is one of the most important decisions a beekeeper will make.  The amount of sun and 
shade a hive will receive throughout the day, availability of water, availability of screening, and the 
proximity to neighbors and/or public areas are major factors to consider.  Hives should be placed as far 
away from occupied, developed neighboring areas as practical to prevent nuisance.   
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Screenings, Barriers, Fencing and Flyways 
Special attention must be exercised to redirect the bees’ flight path to avoid neighbors and the public.  
Locate screenings, foliage, shrubs, trees, fencing and barriers that will help to minimize human and 
animal contact.   Screening should be of sufficient density and length to establish bee flyways above 
head height (6 feet) in all directions.  
 
Colony Temperament and Behavior 

 Bees that are consistently defensive should be relocated or re-queened.  
 
Considerate Hive Management 
Beekeepers should perform hive manipulations as quickly as possible with minimum disturbance to the 
bees following these guidelines: 

 Work hives when forager activity is satisfactory, when calm, warm and foragers are out. 
 Avoid working hives when neighbors are nearby or the bees are defensive. 
 Robbing leads to defensive behavior, avoid working hives when robbing is a risk. 
 

Swarming 
Honeybee colonies should be managed to minimize swarming.   

 Beekeepers who learn of a nearby swarm should take reasonable measures to see that swarms 
from their hives are retrieved to prevent it becoming a nuisance. 

 
Provision of Water 

 Beekeepers need to provide a suitable source of continuously available water for their bees. 
 
Disease Control 
It is incumbent on beekeepers to monitor and manage disease and pests to ensure colony health.   

 Beekeepers should take remedial action to prevent spread of disease. 
 
Our Values 
The Napa County Beekeepers’ Association encourages sustainable beekeeping, benefiting bees, their 
keepers and the environment through methods in tune with nature. We recognize that through natural 
selection bees become better adapted to our local climate, forage and disease risks. We foster better 
genetic fitness in our locally adapting bees through propagation of the healthiest productive local stocks. 
 
We advocate protection of the bees’ habitat and the planting of pollinator friendly flowers, trees, shrubs 
and cover crops to provide pollen and nectar for our bees and native pollinators. 
 
We are mindful that use of many pesticides, chemicals, and treatments should be avoided as they are 
detrimental to bee health and long term species sustainability.  
 
Our association inspires, provides camaraderie and helps to educate interested individuals on how to 
best steward this precious insect and resource that is in a precarious period of change.   
 
Together we learn, nurture and maintain the adapted genetic diversity of our regional bee populations 
so crucial for pollination and the continuance of life as we know it. 
 
For more information on the Napa County Beekeepers’ Association, join our yahoo group at: 
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/beekeepersofnapavalley/ 
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A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

7.38.020 - Conditions for beekeeping.

No person may keep, maintain, or permit the keeping and maintenance of bees, except as follows: 

Each colony shall be maintained in a separate, movable frame hive, except that double queen 

or other multiple queen frame hives may be kept so long as the total number of colonies 

maintained does not exceed that permitted by Section 7.38.030

Colonies and hives shall be kept disease free and well-retained at all times.

Colonies shall be requeened following aggressive behavior.

Each colony shall be registered with the county agricultural commissioner.

A constant and plentiful supply of fresh water shall be kept within ten feet of all hives and 

colonies at all times. 

Each colony or hive shall be kept under the control of the owner or keeper, and shall not be 

allowed to adversely affect the property of another person or to disturb the peace and quiet 

enjoyment of any other person or persons within the city. 

(Ord. 637 N.C. (2d) § 22 (part), 1982.) 

Page 1 of 1Vallejo, CA Code of Ordinances

1/12/2015about:blank
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Ch. Art. Div.  
4 4 4 1 

 

San Diego Municipal Code Chapter 4:  Health and Sanitation 
(3-2012) 
 

 

Article 4:  Disease Control — Nuisances 

Division 4:  Beekeeping 
(“Beekeeping” added 6–8–1977 by O–12084 N.S.) 

§44.0401  Purpose and Intent 
 

It is the purpose and intent of this division to provide for the safe and orderly keeping 
of bees in the City of San Diego by establishing certain minimum standards for the 
keeping of bees to protect the public health, safety and welfare of the residents of the 
City of San Diego. 
(“Purpose and Intent” added 6–8–1977 by O–12084 N.S.) 
 
 

§44.0402  Definitions 
 
Any word or phrase used in this division and not herein defined shall be given the 
meaning established for such word or phrase by Chapter 1 of Division 13 of the 
California Agricultural Code. Whenever in this division the term “Commissioner” is 
used, it shall mean the San Diego County Agricultural Commissioner and regularly 
appointed employees of the San Diego County Department of Agriculture. 
(“Definitions” added 6–8–1977 by O–12084 N.S.) 
 
 

§44.0403  Provisions Supplement State Laws 
 
This division shall in all respects be construed to supplement and harmonize with the 
provisions of law of the State of California pertaining to bees and the beekeeping 
industry. 
(“Provisions Supplement State Laws” added 6–8–1977 by O–12084 N.S.) 
 
 

§44.0404  Registration Required 

Within 30 days of establishing an apiary the owner of the apiary shall register the 
apiary with the San Diego County Agricultural Commissioner and shall reregister in 
January of every year thereafter while in possession of the apiary.  
(“Commissioner May Enter Premises” added 6–8–1977 by O–12084 N.S.)  
(Retitled to“Registration Required“ and amended 2-22-2012 by O-20137 N.S.; 
effective 3-23-2012.) 
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Ch. Art. Div.  
4 4 4 2 

 

San Diego Municipal Code Chapter 4:  Health and Sanitation 
(3-2012) 
 

 

 
§44.0406  Permitted Bee Species 

Only docile Apis mellifera species (honey bees) shall be permitted by this Division.  

(“Notice of Violation” added 6–8–1977 by O–12084 N.S.)  
(Retitled to“Permitted Bee Species“ and amended 2-22-2012 by O-20137 N.S.; 
effective 3-23-2012.) 
 

§44.0408  Beekeeping — Locational Requirements 
 

(a) An apiary consisting of three or more beehives shall be located no closer than 
600 feet from a building used as a residence, other than the residence located 
on the same premises as the beehives, and a minimum of 100 feet from the 
public right-of-way.  

 
(b) An apiary consisting of two or fewer beehives may be maintained in 

accordance with the following: 
 

(1) The apiary shall be located outside of all required setbacks as 
established by Chapter 13, Article 1 of this Code, or fifteen feet from 
the property line and 20 feet from all public rights-of-way, whichever 
is greater; 

 
(2) A minimum 6-foot tall barrier shall surround the beehive leaving 

sufficient space to properly maintain the beehive except that the 
barrier shall not be required when the beehive is elevated at least eight 
feet above grade;  
 

(3) The beehive is not visible from the public right-of-way; 
 

(4) The beehive is in a location that is secured from unauthorized access; 
 

(5) The opening of the beehive faces the most distant property line; 
 

(6) The opening of the beehive faces away from entrances and walkways 
on the premises to the exent possible while ensuring that the entrance 
faces the most distant property line; 

 
(7) The beehive structure is a pale color; and 

 
(8) The beehive is requeened at least once every two years. 

 (“Beekeeping — Distance from Buildings” added 6–8–1977 by O–12084 N.S.)  
(Retitled to“Beekeeping — Locational Requirements“ and amended 2-22-2012 by 
O-20137 N.S.; effective 3-23-2012.) 
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San Diego Municipal Code Chapter 4:  Health and Sanitation 
(3-2012) 
 

 

 
§44.0410  Beekeeping — Permission of Landowners 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to place or keep an apiary, or cause or allow an 
apiary to remain on land not owned or possessed by such person without first 
obtaining the permission so to do of the owner or person lawfully in possession of 
such land. 
(“Beekeeping — Permission of Landowners” added 6–8–1977 by O–12084 N.S.) 
 

§44.0411  Beekeeping — Identification Signs 
 

Every person owning an apiary located on premises other than where he resides shall 
identify such apiary by a sign prominently displayed on the entrance side of the 
apiary stating, in black letters not less than one inch in height on a background of 
contrasting color, the name of the owner or person in possession of the apiary, his 
address and telephone number, or, if he has no telephone, a statement to that effect. 
(“Beekeeping — Identification Signs” added 6–8–1977 by O–12084 N.S.) 
 

§44.0412  Beekeeping — Transportation 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person to transport hives of bees between sunrise and 
sunset, or cause the same to be done, unless such bees are confined to the vehicle by 
which such transportation is accomplished by screen or other equally effective means. 
(“Beekeeping — Transportation” added  6–8–1977 by O–12084 N.S.) 
 
 

§44.0413  Beekeeping — Fire Safety 
 

(a) An apiary comprising three or more beehives shall also include a firebreak not 
less than 30 feet wide around such apiary, which firebreak shall meet the 
following specifications: 

 
(1) Within the 10 foot wide area closest to the apiary, all flammable or 

combustible vegetation or material shall be cut or trimmed to a height 
not greater than six inches above the ground; and 

 
(2) Within the area 30 feet from the apiary and lying outside of the outside 

perimeter of the 10 foot wide area in subparagraph (1), all flammable 
or combustible vegetation or material shall be trimmed to a height not 
greater than 12 inches above the ground. 

 
(3) Subsections (1) and (2) shall not be construed to require the cutting or 

removal of individual live trees, unless such cutting or removal is 
required in writing by an officer or agency authorized by section 
44.0417 to enforce section 44.0413. 
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San Diego Municipal Code Chapter 4:  Health and Sanitation 
(3-2012) 
 

 

 
 
(4) Subsection (a) shall not apply if the apiary is maintained in a 

residential zone area unless the Fire Department determines that a 
firebreak is necessary to protect the public safety. 

 
(b) Every person owning, possessing or controlling an apiary comprising two or 

fewer  beehives shall be required to locate the beehives within Brush 
management Zone One in accordance with San Diego Municipal Code section 
142.0412 (Brush Management). 

(“Beekeeping — Firebreak” added 6–8–1977 by O–12084 N.S.) 
(Retitled to“Beekeeping — Fire Safety“ and amended 2-22-2012 by O-20137 N.S.; 
effective 3-23-2012.) 
 
 

§44.0414  Beekeeping — Fire Fighting Materials 

The following fire fighting materials shall be maintained, in good working condition, 
at all times when the apiary is attended by the keeper, sufficiently near the apiary so 
as immediately to be available in case of fire: 
 
(a) A shovel; and 
 
(b) A fire extinguisher, of either the 2 1/2 gallon water–under–pressure type or 

the 5 gallon back–pump type; provided, that a fire extinguisher, equally 
effective as those above mentioned, may be used if written authority is first 
obtained from an officer or agency authorized by Section 44.0417 to enforce 
this section. A garden hose may be substituted for a fire extinguisher, 
provided the hose is connected to a source of water. 

(“Beekeeping — Fire Fighting Materials” added 6–8–1977 by O–12084 N.S.) 
(Amended 2-22-2012 by O-20137 N.S.; effective 3-23-2012.) 
 
 

§44.0415  Beekeeping — Bee Smokers 

A bee smoker, herein defined to mean an appliance utilizing smoke or fire in aid of 
the manipulation or transportation of bees, shall be used, if at all, in accordance with 
the following regulations: 

(a) The bee smoker shall be plugged, while being transported to or from an 
apiary, with a metal or hardwood plug; 

(b) All burning or smoldering substances within the bee smoker shall be 
completely extinguished with water before being transported to or from the 
apiary, or the bee smoker containing such substances shall be carried in a 
container which is securely fastened to the vehicle used for the transportation 
thereof; 
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San Diego Municipal Code Chapter 4:  Health and Sanitation 
(3-2012) 
 

 

 
(c) The container shall be used for the transportation of the bee smoker at any 

time that the bee smoker contains any burning or smoldering substance; 
 
(d) The container shall be metal and shall have a top or cover, made of the same 

material as the container, which shall be securely fastened in the closed 
position whenever a bee smoker is being transported. 

(“Beekeeping — Bee Smokers” added 6–8–1977 by O–12084 N.S.) 
 
 

§44.0416  Beekeeping — Water Supply for Bees 

Every person owning, possessing or controlling an apiary shall maintain within ten 
(10) feet of each apiary a supply of water which shall be equipped with a float valve 
or similar device which assures an adequate accessible and usable supply of water for 
the bees. 
(“Beekeeping — Water Supply for Bees” added 6–8–1977 by O–12084 N.S.) 

§44.0417  Enforcement 

Any federal, state, district or city officer or agency that is charged with the duties of 
fire prevention or control is authorized, within the geographical limits of his or its 
jurisdiction, to enforce Sections 44.0413 through 44.0415 of this division. 
(“Enforcement” added 6–8–1977 by O–12084 N.S.) 

§44.0419  Beekeeping Regulated — Exceptions 

The provisions of this division shall not apply to any apiary which is located and 
maintained within a school building or museum for the purpose of study or 
observation or which is located and maintained within a physician’s office or 
laboratory for the purpose of medical research, medical treatment or scientific 
purposes. 
(“Beekeeping Regulated — Exceptions” added 6–8–1977 by O–12084 N.S.) 
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Safe Urban Beekeeping 

Urban beekeeping doesn’t have to be a scary experience for you and your neighbors. By 

taking precautions, your bees can thrive within city limits. 

By Deb Buehler 

 
 

To stay protected when handling bees, beekeepers should wear a protective suit, including a veil, 

gloves, long sleeves and pants.  

From the White House lawn near First Lady Michelle Obama’s kitchen garden to apartment 

balconies and postage-stamp-sized urban backyards, beekeepers are caring for bee hives and 

educating neighbors about the benefits of bees. 

Danny Slabaugh, president of the Michiana Beekeepers Association in Elkhard, Ind., describes 

strategies urban beekeepers should take to ensure the safety of themselves and their neighbors. 

Urban Beekeeper Safety 

Urban beekeepers protect themselves by wearing a veil, gloves, long-sleeved shirts and long 

pants, or a one-piece coverall and a smoker. Regularly checking a bee hive’s progress ensures 

the hive’s strength and health. During these checks, beekeepers observe for new brood; storage 

of water, pollen and honey; and individual bee health indicators, from mites to misshapen wing 

development. They also monitor the space available for the laying queen. 

Urban beekeepers of all experience levels can continue to build their beekeeping safety skills by 

joining a local beekeeping association. Local and state-level beekeeping organizations distribute 
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online information as well as newsletters, which provide an extensive source of information 

specific to regional beekeeping concerns. 

Beekeeping-association meetings and beekeeping conferences provide opportunities for urban 

beekeepers to learn about safe beekeeping practices and other concerns from guest speakers as 

well as a ready network of other beekeepers with which to share experiences. Beekeepers 

compare notes about the most docile strains of bees and recommendations for reputable 

beekeepers selling queens, nuc hives or packages. 

Ensuring Neighbors’ Safety 

“There are two schools of thought about how to work with urban neighbors,” says Slabaugh. 

“Some choose not to tell anyone about their hive until or unless there is a complaint. Others are 

up front about their beekeeping, providing the salve of fresh honey and openly addressing 

misconceptions about Honey bees.” 

A smart beekeeper will take proactive approaches to reduce neighbors’ bee concerns. For 

example, if weather is dry, Honey bees will use a neighbor’s swimming pool as a water source. 

Erecting a bird bath or other water supply near the bee-hive entrance will reduce the likelihood 

that bees will become a poolside nuisance. 

Choosing the bee hive’s location carefully will reduce safety concerns as well. For example, bee 

hives shouldn’t be placed near sidewalks or play areas where bee air traffic may pose a threat. 

Instead, the urban hive should be tucked into the corner of a yard away from regular human 

activity. 

Urban beekeepers can help direct the flight pattern of their Honey bees by installing a section of 

6- to 8-foot-tall privacy fence 6 feet in front of the hive entrance. Bees leaving the hive will fly 

up and over the fence achieving a height where they will not encounter children playing or a 

neighbor working in the yard. 

Hive swarms are nearly impossible to predict or prevent. Some beekeepers will take a precaution 

of setting up a bait hive. A bait hive is an empty hive that can be easily accessed and claimed by 

a bee swarm, reducing the risk of swarming bees in a neighbor’s tree. 

Some urban beekeepers keep an extra pair of gloves, veil and coverall in order to invite curious 

neighbors for a bee-hive inspection. Creating educational opportunities can go a long way to 

dispelling safety concerns about Honey bees. 
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 AGENDA ITEM 

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATE  -   JANUARY 20, 2015 

 BUSINESS ITEMS 

 

DATE  : January 7, 2015 

 

TO  : City Council 
 

FROM  : Community Development Director 
 

SUBJECT : APPEAL OF TENTATIVE PARCEL MAP AT 1035 WEST K STREET, 

AFTER A DETERMINATION THAT THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT FROM 

CEQA    

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

Deny the appeal and uphold the Planning Commission's confirmation of the 

Community Development Director’s approval of the Tentative Parcel Map for 

1035 West K Street (Decision of Record No. 14-18), after determination that the 

project is exempt from CEQA. 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:   

On January 2, 2015, Dr. David Steele and Ricki Steele appealed the Planning 

Commission's decision to uphold the Community Development Director’s 

approval of a parcel map to subdivide a 0.86 acre (37,500 square feet) parcel 

into four parcels for single family homes.  The appeal was filed in accordance 

with Chapter 1.44 of the Benicia Municipal Code. The appellant has expressed 

concerns about the adequacy of soil analysis for suspected contamination on 

the site associated with the previously existing single family home; potential noise 

and traffic impacts due to construction; and effects on scenic enjoyment and 

views.   

 
BUDGET INFORMATION: 

The tentative parcel map will establish three new parcels in the City of Benicia.  

The applicant will be required to pay established fees for the final parcel map, 

permits and impact fees, as well as any necessary infrastructure and utility 

improvements associated with site development.  The three new parcels will be 

added to the City’s tax rolls and will generate property tax once developed.  

 
ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 

The Tentative Parcel Map is categorically exempt under Section 15315 of the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, which exempts minor 

land divisions in urbanized areas zoned for residential use into four or fewer 

parcels when the division is in conformance with the General Plan and zoning, 

no variances or exceptions are required, all services and access to the 
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proposed parcels to local standards are available, the parcel was not involved 

in a division of a larger parcel within the previous 2 years, and the parcel does 

not have an average slope greater than 20 percent. 
 

GENERAL PLAN: 

The General Plan Land Use Diagram designates the subject property as Low 

Density Residential.  This category provides for single-family detached residences 

at a permitted density range of 0.1 to 7 units per gross acre.  

 

Relevant General Plan Goals: 

• GOAL 2.1: Preserve Benicia as a small-sized city 

o Policy 2.1.1: Ensure that new development is compatible1 with 

adjacent existing development and does not detract from Benicia’s 

small town qualities and historic heritage (and to the extent possible, 

contributes to the applicable quality of life factors noted above). 

o Policy 2.1.2: Make efficient use of land in new development areas 

consistent with the surrounding neighborhood. 

 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 

Relevant Strategic Plan Issues and Strategies and Actions: 

 
BACKGROUND: 

Owner/Applicant:   Teri Augustine, NCA CAPITAL, INC. 

General Plan designation: Low Density Residential 

Zoning designation:   RS Single-family Residential 

Existing / Proposed use:  Vacant / Single-Family Residential 

Adjacent zoning: 

 North:    RS, Single-Family Residential 

 East:    RS, Single-Family Residential 

 South:    RS, Single-Family Residential 

 West:    RS, Single-Family Residential 

 

The subject parcel is located on the north side of West K Street approximately 

180 linear feet from the Carquinez Strait. Single-family homes are developed on 

the south side of West K Street.  

 

 

                                            
1 “Compatible” means “capable of existing together without detrimental effects.” This policy 

applies broadly and citywide to residential and nonresidential uses.  Its purpose is to ensure 

harmonious development in terms of intensity and architectural character. It is not intended to 

restrict new buildings or additions to exact duplications of styles or heights; nor is it intended to 

limit new uses or densities to those found in adjacent existing development.  
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Figure 1: Location Map 

 
 

Concerns about Soil Contamination at Demolition of Prior Residence 

In December 2013, the City received several complaints from the neighbors 

surrounding the subject property about the demolition of the existing single-

family residence.  Richard Runquist, a neighbor and one of the appellants, 

submitted a letter on December 19, 2013 describing his experience helping with 

clean-up on the property upon the death of one of the long-time residents.  

According to Mr. Runquist, he found many metallic vessels containing unknown 

liquids, and that he personally removed “used motor oil  . . .  brake fluids, 

creosote, petroleum, distillates . . . car batteries, electronics.”  He also found “e-

waste, paint cans, thinners, gasoline cans, etc.”  Neighbors expressed concerns 

in regard to the potential for mold, termites, vermin, refuse and other potential 

contaminants on the property.   

 

Because the demolition was started without all necessary permits, the Building 

Division issued a ‘stop work order’ in December, 2013. The issuance of a 

demolition permit from the City of Benicia requires compliance with the Building 

Code and proof that a permit from the Bay Area Air Quality Management 

District (BAAQMD) has been obtained. The BAAQMD permit focuses on the 

removal and abatement of asbestos. On January 2, 2014, a building permit for 

demolition was issued after the Building Official determined that all the 

requirements of the Building Code had been met including the issuance of 

BAAQMD permit J#4D881 for demolition.   

 

On Wednesday, January 8, 2014, the City received an email from the Regional 

Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) upon the request of one of the neighbors, 

Nancy Roetzer, to evaluate potential water quality impacts from the demolition.  
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The RWQCB requested that the City take the lead in following up on the 

complaint and contact Mrs. Roetzer directly with the results of the investigation.   

 

Because of these neighborhood concerns, and in response to the RWQCB’s 

request, City Staff from the Engineering and Building Divisions conducted a series 

of visual site inspections in early January to look for debris, containers, leaking 

equipment, soil discoloration and visible soil plumes. City staff did not observe 

evidence of contamination to warrant further soils investigation. The Building 

Inspector did not observe any evidence of active termites or mold in the 

building; though he did observe old termite trails visible within the walls that were 

no longer active, there were no signs of an active infestation.  The Associate Civil 

Engineer evaluated the property and did not find any material on the property 

that would be considered a threat to stormwater quality.  The Engineer 

observed a pile of demolition debris in back of the house that was to be hauled 

off-site.   

  

Based on the staff’s observations, it was determined that there was no evidence 

of any active infestation or hazardous waste deposited on the property by the 

previous owners that would necessitate further action. The demolition of the 

building required proper disposal of all the debris, so any building material 

containing asbestos, mold or termites was removed from the property and taken 

to the appropriate disposal sites. The City’s Engineering Division continued to 

monitor the property to ensure that no pollutants were discharge into the storm 

drain or Carquinez Strait, including additional inspections during the demolition 

of the foundation. No evidence was found to indicate the presence of 

hazardous materials in the soil. Subsequently, no additional complaints were 

filed.  

 
SUMMARY: 

The property was previously developed with a single-family home which has 

been demolished.  A single family residence is presently under construction on 

Parcel 1. The applicant intends to develop all four lots with single-family homes.  

 

Community Director Hearing 

The Community Development Director held a public hearing on October 28, 

2014 to consider the proposed parcel map (see attached summary).  At the 

hearing, neighbors had two primary concerns:  noise and hazardous materials.  

In regard to noise, the City’s ordinance allows construction from 7:00 a.m. to 

10:00 p.m. seven days a week. The adjacent neighbors commented on the 

noise from ongoing construction and expressed concern about construction 

noise impacts from three additional homes that could continue for several years, 

depending on when the lots were sold and developed. The neighbors indicated 

that noise in morning and evening hours, especially until 10:00 p.m., would 

significantly disturb their peace and well-being.  The Community Development 
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Director noted at the meeting that he had no discretion to modify hours of 

construction set in City ordinance, but that the applicant could voluntarily offer 

revised hours and that such an offer could be memorialized as a condition of 

approval for the tentative parcel map.  The applicant subsequently indicated a 

conditional willingness to modify construction hours for the home currently under 

construction, but not for the other three homes.   

 

The second major issue raised at the hearing related to alleged contaminants 

on the property and that the City had not required that soils be tested for such 

contamination.  At the hearing, the Interim Community Development Director 

suggested that the applicant evaluate soils for hazardous materials as a good 

faith gesture in addressing the neighbor’s continued concerns.  The applicant 

subsequently declined to conduct any further soil testing.  For the reasons 

described in more detail below, the Community Development Director 

subsequently declined to require such testing and approved Tentative Parcel 

Map for 1035 West K Street on November 4, 2014 to subdivide the subject 

property into one 7,500 square foot parcel and three 10,000 square foot parcels 

as shown on the Tentative Parcel Map (Decision of Record No. 14-18).  The 

Tentative Map was approved pursuant to the Subdivision Map Act and BMC 

16.24.040 regarding subdivisions of four or fewer parcels (“parcel map”).  The 

proposed subdivision complies with the applicable requirements of the Zoning 

Ordinance and policies of the General Plan.   

 

Figure 1: Tentative Parcel Map 
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Planning Commission Hearing 

The Planning Commission held a public hearing on December 11, 2014 to 

consider an appeal to the approval of the tentative parcel map. 

 

During the hearing, the appellants spoke in opposition to the tentative parcel 

map and provided background information about the property history, outlined 

concerns about soil condition, and discussed impacts to views from private 

property. 

 

The applicant’s representatives discussed ongoing site improvements for 

drainage and grading, past and ongoing efforts to identify adverse soil 

conditions (pollution, fill) and remediate those issues where necessary.  

 

Following discussion, the Commission voted unanimously (6-0) to uphold 

Decision of Record No. 14-18 (CDD) approving the Tentative Parcel Map for 1035 

West K Street.  

 

Issues Raised in Current Appeal 

The January 2, 2014 appeal includes concerns about the adequacy of soil 

analysis for suspected contamination on the site associated with the previously 

existing single family home; potential noise and traffic impacts due to 

construction; and effects on scenic enjoyment and views.  

 

Soil Analysis 

The January 2, 2014 appeal contends that the City failed to require a soil analysis 

of the property to identify toxic chemicals on the property.  The conditions on 

the property were described by appellant Richard Runquist in correspondence 

to the City of Benicia dated December 19, 2013 and relate to unsecured 

storage of refuse, e-waste and chemicals.   

 

The City investigated the neighbors’ complaints regarding site conditions, 

including those of Richard Runquist, at the time of demolition in 2013.  The City’s 

Associate Engineer (a civil engineer with professional engineering certification as 

well as state certification as a qualified stormwater professional) conducted site 

visits to observe conditions and determine if any signs of contamination were 

present.  Additionally, the City’s Building Inspector also investigated the site 

conditions for evidence of contamination.  According to both the Associate 

Engineer and the Building Inspector, there was no evidence of contamination 

such as visible debris, soil discoloration or oily smears, chemical or fuel odors, to 

warrant additional soils testing.   

 

The matter of soil contamination was discussed in detail at the public hearing on 

October 28, 2014 and again at the Planning Commission hearing on December 
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11, 2014. At the time of the decision to approve the tentative parcel map, the 

Interim Community Development Director carefully reviewed the information 

provided by Mr. Runquist and noted that whatever debris that may have been 

on the site at one time had been removed, based on the observation of City 

staff.  He also noted that the hazardous liquids described by Mr. Runquist did not 

seem to be of sufficient quantity or of a type unusual for what many people 

store in their homes or garages, and that city staff had not observed any obvious 

signs of significant ground contamination.  He therefore did not believe further 

soils analysis was necessary or required and approved the proposed map.  

Likewise, at the appeal hearing on December 11, 2014 the applicant’s 

geotechnical engineer, David Cymanski, spoke regarding methodology and 

adequacy of review. He described his qualifications and experience and stated 

that he did not observe signs of soil contamination on the site at the time that 

the geotechnical report was prepared.  Additionally, he noted that he has a 

professional obligation to identify and investigate ground contamination.  

 

Noise and Traffic Due to Construction 

Construction hours are governed by BMC 8.20.150, which permits construction 

activities from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., seven days per week: 

 

It is unlawful for any person within a residential zone, or within a radius of 

500 feet therefrom, to operate equipment or perform any outside 

construction or repair work on buildings, structures, or projects or to 

operate any pile driver, power shovel, pneumatic hammer, derrick, power 

hoist, or any other construction type device between the hours of 10:00 

p.m. of any one day and 7:00 a.m. of the next day in such a manner that 

a reasonable person of normal sensitiveness residing in the area is caused 

discomfort or annoyance unless beforehand a permit therefor has been 

duly obtained from the city manager or his designee. No permit shall be 

required to perform emergency work as defined in BMC 8.20.020. (Ord. 77-

2 N.S. § 1, 1977; prior code § 12-301). 

 

The matter of construction hours falls outside of the Zoning Ordinance and is a 

standard that applies citywide.  Complaints have been received in recent 

months regarding construction activities during the hours authorized by the 

ordinance. However, the Community Development Director determined at the 

time of the initial hearing that he has no discretion to modify hours of 

construction as a condition of approval for the Tentative Parcel Map.   

 

Effects on Scenic Enjoyment and Views 

The appellant states that new homes developed on the subject property will 

obstruct current views of residents who are situated directly uphill from the 

subject property and that this obstruction will impact their quality of life and 

scenic enjoyment.  
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The RS District establishes the criteria for height, setbacks and lot coverage for 

new homes which may be constructed to a height of 30 feet (measured from 

finished grade to peak of roof).  It is possible that new homes will, to some 

extent, obstruct or alter existing views.  However, the proposed Parcel Map fully 

complies with the Zoning Ordinance and the future homes are a permitted use 

that may develop in full conformance with the limitations and allowances of the 

RS District.  There is not a basis in City ordinance or policy to establish a limitation 

on the height of new homes on the subject property.  

 

The General Plan addresses preservation of vistas and views in Chapter 3 

Community Identity. The policies and diagrams of this Section are focused on 

gateways, views and corridors that define the community character as seen 

from public parks, streets, and intersections, rather than individual views on 

private property.  Staff has evaluated the proposed tentative parcel map and 

finds that the new homes will not impact the views and vistas identified in Figure 

3-2 of the General Plan.   

 

Attachments:  

• Draft Resolution 

• Appeal Form and Correspondence received January 2, 2014 

• Resolution No. 14-19 (PC) 

• Agenda Item for December 11, 2014 Planning Commission Hearing 

• Planning Commission Minutes of December 11, 2014 

• Tentative Parcel Map 
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RESOLUTION NO. 15-    
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BENICIA DENYING THE 
APPEAL AND UPHOLDING THE PLANNING COMMISSION’S CONFIRMATION OF 
THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT APPROVAL OF THE TENTATIVE PARCEL MAP 
FOR 1035 WEST K STREET AFTER A DETERMINATION THAT THE PROJECT IS 
EXEMPT FROM CEQA (14PLN-00072) 
 

WHEREAS, the subject property is located in the Single-Family Residential (RS) 
zoning district and is currently being developed with a single-family home (proposed 
Parcel 1), and the applicant proposes to develop three additional single-family homes 
on Parcels 2, 3 and 4; and  

 
WHEREAS, in December 2013 during the construction of the single-family home 

(proposed Parcel 1), neighbors in the surrounding area submitted correspondence 
regarding potential site contamination and potential water quality impacts associated 
with demolition of the pre-existing home, and subsequently filed a complaint with the 
Regional Water Quality Control Board; and 

 
WHEREAS, staff from the City of Benicia Building Division and Engineering 

Division responded to concerns about potential site contamination including observation 
of demolition and visual inspections of the site for evidence of environmental 
contamination, including visible debris, soil discoloration or oily smears, chemical or fuel 
odors, and did not observe evidence of contamination to warrant further soils 
investigation; and 

 
WHEREAS, on January 15, 2014, Marvin Kinney representing NCA CAPITAL, 

INC. submitted an application for a Tentative Parcel Map for four lots; and 
 
WHEREAS, on October 28, 2014, the Zoning Administrator conducted a public 

hearing, received testimony including from the residents neighboring the subject 
property who expressed objection to the proposal citing a number of concerns including 
site contamination, impairment of views, traffic, and disturbances from construction 
activity; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Zoning Administrator determined that the pertinent information 

and testimony brought forth during the hearing has been adequately evaluated and no 
special circumstances exist that would create a reasonable possibility that granting a 
Tentative Parcel Map for this project will have a significant effect on the environment or 
result in effects identified in the Subdivision Map Act, Section 66474 which sets forth the 
grounds for denial of a parcel map; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Decision of Record No. 14-18, the Community 

Development Director has determined that the project is categorically exempt under 
Section 15315 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, which 
exempts minor land divisions in urbanized areas into four or fewer lots when the division 
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is in conformance with the General Plan and zoning, no variances or exceptions are 
required, all services and access to the proposed parcels to local standards are 
available, the parcel has a slope of less than 20 percent, and the parcel has not been 
involved in a division of a larger parcel within the past two years; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Community Development Director further determined that no 

conditions exist to meet the grounds for denial of a tentative or parcel map pursuant to 
Government Code Section 66474 (Map Act); and 

 
WHEREAS, on November 4, 2014 the Community Development Director 

approved a Tentative Parcel Map to divide the 0.86 acre parcel located at 1035 West K 
Street into four parcels (Decision of Record No. 14-18); and   

 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2014, Dr. David Steele, Ricki Steele, and Richard 

Runquist appealed Decision of Record No. 14-18 in accordance with Benicia Municipal 
Code Chapter 1.44  and Section 16.24.060 based upon concerns soil contamination on 
the site; and  

 
WHEREAS, on December 11, 2014, the Planning Commission of the City of 

Benicia conducted a public hearing and, upon consideration of all evidence provided, 
denied the appeal and upheld Decision of Record No. 14-18, through passage of 
Resolution No. 14-19 by a vote of 6-0; and 

 
WHEREAS, on January 2, 2015, Dr. David Steele and Ricki Steele appealed the 

Planning Commission's decision on the basis of concerns about the adequacy of soil 
analysis for suspected contamination on the site; potential noise and traffic impacts due 
to construction; and effects on scenic enjoyment and views; and 

 
WHEREAS, no new information or evidence was been provided to indicate the 

likelihood or persistence of environmental contamination on the site; and  
 
WHEREAS, the tentative parcel map complies with the Zoning Ordinance, and 

the future construction and single-family homes are a permitted use that may develop in 
full conformance with the limitations and allowances of the RS District and the Noise 
Ordinance of the Benicia Municipal Code. 

 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Council of the City of 
Benicia denies the appeal and upholds Planning Commission Resolution No. 14-19 
based on the following findings: 
 

1. No new information or evidence has been provided to indicate the likelihood or 
persistence of environmental contamination on the site.  
 

2. The project is categorically exempt under Section 15315 of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, which exempts minor land 
divisions in urbanized areas into four or fewer lots when the division is in 
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conformance with the General Plan and zoning, no variances or exceptions are 
required, all services and access to the proposed parcels to local standards are 
available, the parcel has a slope of less than 20 percent, and the parcel has not 
been involved in a division of a larger parcel within the past two years. 
 

3. No special circumstances exist that would create a reasonable possibility that 
granting a Tentative Parcel Map for this project will have a significant effect on 
the environment or result in effects identified in the Subdivision Map Act 
(Government Code section 66474) which sets forth the grounds for denial of a 
parcel map.  
 

4. The proposed subdivision complies with the applicable requirements of the 
Zoning Ordinance and policies of the General Plan.  
 
The proposed map is consistent with the General Plan and Zoning Ordinance, 
particularly policies supporting compatible and efficient use of land. The 
proposed parcels comply with the minimum site area and site width standards of 
the RS Single-Family Residential District.  The proposed lot configuration is 
appropriate within the context of the surrounding neighborhood.  The future 
single-family development is consistent with the land use standards of the RS 
District and the general character of the neighborhood.   
 

5. The site is physically suitable for the proposed type of development. 
 

The project does not include a development proposal at this time; however, 
anticipated use of the site for single family residences is consistent with the 
underlying zoning and character of the surrounding neighborhood.  
 

6. The site is physically suitable for the proposed density of development. 
 
The Tentative Parcel Map proposes lot sizes that exceed the minimum standards 
of the RS District for site area and site width. Future development of all parcels 
will be subject to the use and bulk standards of the RS District.  
 

7. The design of the subdivision and the proposed improvements will not cause 
substantial environmental damage, or substantially and avoidably injure fish or 
wildlife or their habitat. 
 

The proposed subdivision is a minor land division in an urbanized area that has 
been altered and maintained for residential use. Site improvements will include 
installation of sidewalk and stormwater control measures, which are necessary to 
ensure protection of life and property and are consistent with City of Benicia 
standards and policies.   
 

8. The design of the subdivision and the type of improvements will not cause 
serious public health problems. 
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The design of the subdivision is limited to the existing parcel area.  There is 
adequate capacity for sewer and water service and facilities will be extended to 
each parcel during the course of development.  There are no new roads 
proposed and the circulation pattern surrounding the site will not be altered. The 
site has been evaluated for soil, geotechnical, hydrology and drainage 
conditions.  Stormwater will be managed and contained in accordance with 
adopted standards, including the BASMAA Post-Construction Manual which is 
adopted in accordance with the statewide Phase II municipal stormwater NPDES 
permit that was reissued by the California State Water Control Board in 2013. 
The project will not adversely affect public health as a result of its design and 
improvements. 
 

9. The design of the subdivisions and the type of improvements will not conflict with 
easements, acquired by the public at large, for access through or use of property 
within the proposed subdivision. 
 
The project does not propose improvements nor design features that will conflict 
with easements.  

 
***** 

 
On motion of Council Member                         , seconded by Council Member                                    

, the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the City Council of the City of Benicia at a 
regular meeting on the 20th day of January, 2015, by the following vote: 
 
Ayes: 
 
Noes: 
 
Absent: 
 

      
Elizabeth Patterson, Mayor 

 
Attest: 
 
 
      
Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk  
 
 
      
Date 
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BENICIA PLANNING COMMISSION  

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES EXCERPT 

City Hall Council Chambers 

Thursday December 11, 2014 

7:00 P.M. 

 

 

*   *   * 

I. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

  

V. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

 

C. APPEAL OF TENTATIVE PARCEL MAP AT 1035 WEST K STREET, AFTER A 

DETERMINATION THAT THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT FROM CEQA 

14PLN-00072 Appeal 

Address: 1035 West K Street; APN:  0086-101-040 

 

Ms. Thorsen gave a presentation on the project.  

 

Richard Runquist, appellant, stated that the packet was missing a third 

page to his original letter dated December 19, 2013 (He provided a copy 

of the third page for the Commission).  He provided background 

information on the property’s history, expressed concerns about soil 

contamination, and stated that a visual inspection of the soil is insufficient.  

He requested that the Commission uphold the appeal and require that 

the developer complete deep soil testing.  

 

Tim Steele spoke on behalf of David Steele as the appellant.  He 

expressed concern about the development of the parcel in a responsible 

manner with regard to hazardous materials following environmental 

review.  

 

Jeff Page, contractor for 1035 West K Street, noted that the project 

architect and soils engineer were in attendance and available to provide 

information. He also provided clarification on the reason for the current 

flooding on the parcel, as a result of not being able to grade the whole 

property ahead of current rainy weather conditions.  He spoke in regard 

DRAFT 
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to his research on the potential for hazardous materials on the property 

based upon the state environmental database.  

 

Steve McKee, architect for 1035 West K Street, spoke regarding the history 

of the neighbor’s complaints on the property and the additional condition 

on the building permit for the current single family dwelling (currently 

under construction on Parcel 1) to monitor the soils. 

 

Mr. Page provided a diagram of the borings that were completed for the 

property.  

 

David Cymanski, geotechnical engineer for the project, provided 

information on the soil bores completed for the property.  Spoke on his 

personal experience with walking the property and conducting a visual 

inspection on the property.   

 

Mr. Page spoke regarding remediation that was completed for buried 

concrete on a portion of the site. 

 

Public comment was opened.  

 

Ricki Steele showed the Commission a photograph of the visual impacts 

of the development to her property.  She spoke with regard to the visual 

impacts and noise impacts of the project.  

 

Public comment was closed.  

 

The Commission requested clarification on the soils testing and made 

comments on the evidence presented, the issue on impacting views, the 

process, and the drainage system.  

 

Josh Elson, civil engineer for the project, provided an overview of the site’s 

drainage system.  

 

The Commission discussed parking, development standards and the 

findings in the draft Resolution.  

 

RESOLUTION NO.14-19 OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 

BENICIA DENYING THE APPEAL AND UPHOLDING DECISION OF RECORD NO. 

14-18  (CDD) REGARDING APPROVAL OF THE TENTATIVE PARCEL MAP FOR 

1035 WEST K STREET (14PLN-00072) 

 

On motion of Commissioner Oakes, seconded by Commissioner Cohen-

Grossman, the above Resolution was adopted, with the following 

changes: 
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1. Modify WHEREAS #3 to add the word “potential” before site 

contamination.  

2. Modify finding #6 to reflect “all parcels”, not just parcel B.  

 

by the following vote: 

 

Ayes:  Commissioners Cohen-Grossman, Oakes, Sherry, Smith, 

Sprague, and Chair Dean 

Noes:  None 

Absent: None 

Abstain: Commissioner Young 
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AGENDA ITEM 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING: JANUARY 20, 2015 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

 

 

DATE  : January 12, 2015 

 

TO  : Mayor Patterson 

 

FROM  : City Manager 

 

SUBJECT : MAYORS’ COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

 

The following information is provided for your committee report at the January 

20, 2015 City Council meeting.   

 

The Mayors’ Committee meetings are held quarterly in Dixon.  The next meeting 

is TBD.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIII.C.1.1



 

VIII.C.1.2



AGENDA ITEM 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  JANUARY 20, 2015 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

 

 

DATE  : January 8, 2015 

 

TO  : Vice Mayor Mark Hughes 

   Council Member Alan Schwartzman 

 

FROM  : City Attorney 

 

SUBJECT : ABAG COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

The following information is provided for your committee report at the  

January 20, 2015 Council meeting.    

 

•  The draft minutes are not yet available for the Spring General 

Assembly meeting held April 17, 2014. 

 

• The date for the next Spring Assembly has not been announced yet. 
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AGENDA ITEM  

CITY COUNCIL MEETING: JANUARY 20, 2015 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 

 

 

DATE  : January 12, 2015 
 

TO  : Council Member Strawbridge 

   Vice Mayor Hughes 
 

FROM  : Assistant City Manager 
 

SUBJECT : FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

 

The following information is provided for your committee report at the January 

20, 2015 Council meeting. 

 

The last Finance Committee meeting was held on December 18, 2014; draft 

minutes for the meeting are attached for your review.  The next meeting will be 

on Thursday, January 22, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.   

 

Attachment: 

• December 18, 2014 Draft Meeting Minutes 
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Finance Committee 
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 

Commission Room 
December 18, 2014 – Thursday 9:00 AM 

 

I. Call to Order at 9:00 a.m. 
 

II. Roll Call 
Attended by Chairperson Michael Clarke; Committee Members: Kathy Griffin, 
Alan Nadritch, John Potter; Treasurer Kenneth Paulk; Councilmember Christina 
Strawbridge 
Staff present: Anne Cardwell, Assistant City Manager; Karin Schnaider, Finance 
Director; Abigail Urrutia, Assistant Finance Director 
Absent: Co-chairperson Chris Carvalho, Council Member Campbell 

 

III. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

IV. Notice to the Public 
A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of each member of the public is posted 
at the entrance the Commission Room per Section 4.04.030 of City of Benicia 
Ordinance No 05-6 (Open Government Ordinance). 

 

V. ACTION ITEMS 
 

A. Approval of Agenda – moved and seconded 
Ayes: Chairperson Clarke, Committee Members Griffin, Nadritch, 
and Potter 
Noes: none 

 

B. Approval of minutes for meeting held on November 20, 2014 
Discussion with changes. 
Ayes: Chairperson Clarke, Committee Members Griffin, Nadritch, 
and Potter 
Noes: none 

 

C. Recommendation of GASB 54 Fund Balance Policy 
Finance Director Schnaider stated that there were minor edits to 
the document. Last page of policy change Sierra Madre to Benicia 
and resolution change. Recommend to send to City Council. 
Ayes: Chairperson Clarke, Committee Members Griffin, Nadritch, 
and Potter 
Noes: none 

 

VI. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

A. Review Warrant Register for the Month of November 2014 
City Treasurer Paulk questioned line 859, page 20 water purchase 
from Solano County Water in the amount of $176,300.  Finance 
Director Schnaider clarified that this was for a regular water 
purchase.   
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B. Finance Committee Work Plan 
Finance Director Schnaider changed the work plan format 
showing tasks as they come due with actual dates.  This change 
reflects priorities staff are currently completing. Chairperson 
Clarke likes the format and wants to add the Measure C status if 
available.   
Jack Bell from BIPA commented that City-wide fees are a big 
issue to the Industrial Park, such as the Fire fees; have groups be 
involved and notified when fees are to be increased.  Finance 
Director Schnaider clarified that they will come to the June Council  
meeting for effective date of July 1, 2015. 

 

C. Discussion of Finance Committee Voting Rights for the City 
Treasurer 
Committee Member Potter requested this item return for 
discussion among the Committee.  He advocates the City 
Treasurer should have the same non-voting rights as the elected 
positions assigned to the Finance Committee; instead, he would 
like a discussion on enhancing the City Treasurer’s position with 
more duties.  City Treasurer Paulk was asked his opinion by Chair 
Clarke. City Treasurer Paulk responded that he was happy with 
the consensus of the Committee and was happy to take on what 
duties were reasonable to his position.  Committee Member 
Nadritch stated that at the time when he was the City’s Finance 
Director, the duties of the City Treasurer were to reconcile the 
Payroll bank reconciliation and signing warrants.  
 
Committee Member Griffin agrees with not giving voting rights to 
the City Treasurer.  Chairperson Clarke clarified that the last City 
Treasurer Autz wanted the treasurer to have voting rights; but 
after hearing comments from the other (Finance Committee) 
members, Chairperson Clarke concurs and does not want any 
voting rights assigned  to the treasurer. 
Councilmember Strawbridge questioned Asst. City Manager 
Cardwell and Finance Director Schnaider as to the status of this 
issue with the City Council.  According to Asst. City Manager 
Cardwell responded that the City Council two-step process that 
started with Councilmember Campbell is on hold until the Finance 
Committee discusses the issue.  Asst. City Manager Cardwell will 
follow-up with Councilmember Campbell regarding proceeding 
with his second step.   
 
Committee Member Potter requests that Cardwell follow-up with 
Councilmember Campbell and have the issue agendized.  He 
feels that the city management is stable and competent enough 
that the Treasurer does not need any voting rights. He asks the 
Committee, ”How do we proceed on additional duties, tasks for 
the treasurer?”  Member Griffin suggested that this is not a rush 
issue and City Treasurer Paulk needs to get his feet wet first.  
Finance Director Schnaider commented that duties of a City 
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Treasurer are outlined by State regulations and there are 
numerous publications that can be of assistance to him. She 
recommends the City Treasurer join and attend CMTA (California 
Municipal Treasurer Association) meetings and the annual 
seminar.  It is recommended that this will be re-evaluated within 
90 days.  
Councilmember Strawbridge informed the committee that there is 
a re-assignment of Councilmembers to committees. 
Mr. Jack Bell stated the committee is missing the point, the 
committee does not assign the duties; the Treasurer is an 
independent person and can do anything.  Only the Council can 
give duties to committee members.  

  

D. Overview of the City's Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 
Finance Director Schnaider passed a one-page handout and 
clarified that we are not reviewing the CAFR.  It is only an overdue 
of the CAFR, and how to read it, and going over the sections of 
the report.  The CAFR will return as an agenda item in January to 
allow the Committee to discuss the report.  The auditors will be 
present at that meeting. 

  

VII. Public Comment – none 
 

VIII. Committee Member Comment 
Committee Member Nadritch questioned about the construction west of Columbus 
Parkway.  It was clarified that it was drainage work for the City of Vallejo.  Another 
question was the Papa’s place.  It will be replaced with a Japanese steakhouse.   
 
Chairperson Clarke comments about the City’s decision to join MCE.  Citizens 
have to opt out of MCE and stay with PG&E.  Staff informed the committee that 
there were discussions at the City Council and Planning Commission meetings 
that covered the topic in details.  Asst. City Manager Cardwell said that the first 
opt out will be in February 2015 and there will be three other dates to opt out later.  
MCE will inform the public to opt out not the City.   
 

IX. Adjournment – Adjourned at 10:18 a.m. 
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   AGENDA ITEM 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING: JANUARY 20, 2015 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

 

 

DATE  : January 12, 2015 

 

TO  : Mayor Patterson 

   Vice Mayor Hughes 

 

FROM  : City Manager 

 

SUBJECT : LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES 

 

 

The following information is provided for your committee report at the January 

20, 2015 City Council meeting.   

 

The next North Bay Division General Membership Meeting is scheduled for 

January 21, 2015 and will be hosted by the City of Sonoma. 
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AGENDA ITEM 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  JANUARY 20, 2015 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

 

 

DATE  : January 12, 2015 

 

TO  : Vice Mayor Hughes 

   Council Member Strawbridge 

 

FROM  : City Manager 

 

SUBJECT : CITY COUNCIL/SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON COMMITTEE 

 

 

The following information is provided for your committee report at the January 20, 

2015 City Council meeting.   

 

This committee meets quarterly.  Meetings for 2015 will be held at the Benicia 

Unified School District’s Board Room located at 350 East K Street.  The next 

scheduled meeting is March 5, 2015 at 8:30 a.m. at the District Office Board Room, 

and the agenda for that meeting is not yet available. 
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AGENDA ITEM 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  JANUARY 20, 2015 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

 

 

DATE : January 9, 2015 

 

TO : Vice Mayor Hughes  

Council Member Campbell  

    

FROM : City Manager 

 

SUBJECT : SKY VALLEY OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 

 
 

The following information is provided for your committee report at the January 20, 

2015 Council meeting.   
  

The meetings of the Committee are now scheduled on an as-needed basis.  At 

this time, the next meeting date is unknown.  
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AGENDA ITEM 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  JANUARY 20, 2015 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

 

 

DATE  : January 9, 2015 

 

TO  : Vice Mayor Hughes 

   Council Member Strawbridge 

 

FROM  : City Manager 

 

SUBJECT : SOLANO EDC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

 

The following information is provided for your committee report at the January 

20, 2015 Council meeting. 

 

The last Board of Directors meeting was held on November 13, 2015. The 

agenda for that meeting was previously issued; the minutes are attached. 

 

The next Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 22, 2015 

at 9:00 a.m. at Jelly Belly Candy Company. The agenda is not yet available. 

 

Attachments: 

• Solano EDC Minutes November 13, 2014 
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SOLANO EDC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
November 13, 2014 

MINUTES 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
In the absence of Chairman Van Ouwerkerk, Vice-Chair Kuhn called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 am at the Jelly Belly Candy Company.  She thanked Bob Simpson and 
Jelly Belly for hosting the meeting. 
 

Attending were:  
Greg Armstrong  Travis Armstrong  Dr. Ramona Bishop  Robert Bloom 
Suzanne Bragdon  Bill Browne  Beverly Byl   Elaine Crombie  
Mario Giuliani   Daryl Halls  J. Paul Harrington  Steve Huddleston  
Bridgit Koller   Tim Kubli  Laura Kuhn   Dr. Jowel Laguerre 
Albert Lavezzo  Sandy Person  Steve Pierce  Harry Price 
Jon Quick  Tom Recknagel  Scott Reynolds  Michael Segala  
Bob Simpson   Jim Sotiros  Scott Thomas  Skip Thomson  
David White 
   
Absent were: 
Jack Batchelor  Rebecca Brandt   Tim Chapa   Birgitta Corsello 
Pippin Dew-Costa  Ed Farewell  Dilenna Harris  Curtis Hunt 
Dan Keen   Brad Kilger   Jim Lindley  Elizabeth Patterson 
Talyon Sortor  Jay Speck  Patsy Van Ouwerkerk Louise Walker 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
Acting-Chair Kuhn called for approval of minutes of the September meeting. Upon 
motion duly made (Reynolds) and seconded (Lavezzo) it was RESOLVED, that the 
minutes of the September 11, 2014 meeting of the Solano EDC Board of Directors 
be accepted as submitted.         
 
TREASURERS REPORT 
Interim Treasurer Reynolds presented the financial report for the month of October 
2014. Upon motion duly made (Lavezzo) and seconded (Recknagel) it was 
RESOLVED, that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted.   
 
BOARD REPLACEMENT 
Acting-Chair Kuhn called for approval of a change to the board roster: Travis 
Armstrong for Tony Cincotta, Solano Garbage Company.  Upon motion duly made 
(Lavezzo) and seconded (Recknagel) it was RESOLVED, that the change be accepted.            
 
CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS 
Acting-Chair Kuhn commented Chairman Van Ouwerkerk sends her regrets for 
missing the meeting. She also noted the EDC is seeking new members and future 
leaders. 
 
2015 BOARD NOMINATIONS 
Acting-Chair Kuhn called for the approval of the draft 2015 Director’s ballot. Upon 
motion duly made (Reynolds) and seconded (Price) it was RESOLVED, that the ballot 
be accepted as submitted.            
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sandy Person 
President 

sandy@solanoedc.org 
 

Patricia Uhrich 
Office Manager 

pat@solanoedc.org 
 

J. Paul Harrington 
Project Manager 

Solano Energy Watch 
jpaul@solanoedc.org 

 
 
 
 
 

Address: 
360 Campus Lane, Suite 102 

Fairfield, CA 94534 
 

Phone: 
707.864.1855 

 
Fax:  

707.864.6621 
 

Toll Free: 
888.864.1855 

 
Website: 

www.solanoedc.org 
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2015 DRAFT BUDGET  
President Person presented the 2015 draft budget.  She expressed the desire to add 
staff next year. The presented budget did not include the staff addition. Upon 
motion duly made (Lavezzo) and seconded (Reynolds), it was RESOLVED that the 
2015 budget be approved.  
 
ADVOCACY COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Committee Chair Steve Huddleston commented the committee is scheduled to 
meet next week. 
 
MOVING SOLANO FORWARD UPDATE 
Steve Pierce informed directors the County is actively seeking additional funding 
sources for the next phase. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TASK FROCE UPDATE 
Committee Chair Mario Giuliani informed the group at the last meeting Patrick 
McGuire with the Governor's Office of Economic Development provided an update 
on new programs and new process for distributing leads.  
 
SOLANO ENERGY WATCH UPDATE 
J. Paul Harrington informed directors the program has exceeded goals for 2014 with 
over 94 active projects putting over $225,000 back into the business community 
through energy savings.  
 
TRANSPORTATION UPDATE 
Director Halls provided updates on: I-80/I-680 Interchange Project; Jepson Parkway; 
Train Station project; Suisun train station improvements; HOV lane expansion; 
Curtola park and ride lot; Benicia transit project parking lot; RTIF impact fee; Church 
Road improvements; Fairgrounds access project; local roads projects and annual 
STA Awards dinner. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
President Person provided an update on: prospect activity; Manex workshop; 
Impact Solano and Spirit of Solano.  
 
The meeting adjourned 10:08 am. 
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AGENDA ITEM 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  JANUARY 20, 2015 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

 

 

DATE  : January 12, 2015 

 

TO  : Mayor Patterson 

   Council Member Campbell 

 

FROM  : Director of Public Works  

 

SUBJECT : SOLANO TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 

 

 

The following information is provided for your committee report at the January 

20, 2015 City Council meeting.   

 

The Minutes from the December 10, 2014 Regular Board meeting are attached as 

well as the agenda for the January 14, 2014 meeting.  The next regular meeting will 

be on February 11, 2015 at Suisun City Hall and the agenda for that meeting is 

unavailable.  

 

Attachments: 

• Minutes from the December 10, 2014 Regular Board Meeting 

• Agenda for the January 14, 2015 Regular Board Meeting 
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 The complete STA Board Meeting Packet is available on STA’s Website at www.sta.ca.gov 
(Note:  STA Board Meetings are held at Suisun City Hall, 6:00 p.m. on the 2nd Wednesday of every month 

(except August (Board Summer Recess) and November (Annual Awards Ceremony.) 

 
 
 
 

MEETING AGENDA 
 

6:00 p.m., STA Board Regular Meeting 
Wednesday, January 14, 2015 

Suisun City Hall Council Chambers 
701 Civic Center Drive 
Suisun City, CA  94585 

 
 
Mission Statement:  To improve the quality of life in Solano County by delivering transportation system projects to 
ensure mobility, travel safety, and economic vitality. 
 

Public Comment:  Pursuant to the Brown Act, the public has an opportunity to speak on any matter on the agenda 
or, for matters not on the agenda, issues within the subject matter jurisdiction of the agency.  Comments are limited to 
no more than 3 minutes per speaker unless modified by the Board Chair, Gov’t Code § 54954.3(a).  By law, no action 
may be taken on any item raised during the public comment period (Agenda Item  IV) although informational 
answers to questions may be given and matters may be referred to staff  for placement on a future agenda of the 
agency.  Speaker cards are required in order to provide public comment.  Speaker cards are on the table at the 
entry in the meeting room and should be handed to the STA Clerk of the Board.  Public comments are limited 
to 3 minutes or less. 
 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA):  This agenda is available upon request in alternative formats to persons 
with a disability, as required by the ADA of 1990 (42 U.S.C. §12132) and the Ralph M. Brown Act (Cal. Govt. Code 
§54954.2).  Persons requesting a disability related modification or accommodation should contact Johanna Masiclat, 
Clerk of the Board, at (707) 424-6008 during regular business hours at least 24 hours prior to the time of the meeting. 
 

Staff Reports:  Staff reports are available for inspection at the STA Offices, One Harbor Center, Suite 130, Suisun 
City during regular business hours, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday-Friday.  You may also contact the Clerk of the 
Board via email at jmasiclat@sta-snci.com.  Supplemental Reports:  Any reports or other materials that are issued 
after the agenda has been distributed may be reviewed by contacting the STA Clerk of the Board and copies of any 
such supplemental materials will be available on the table at the entry to the meeting room. 
 

Agenda Times:  Times set forth on the agenda are estimates.  Items may be heard before or after the times shown. 
 

 
 

 ITEM 
 

BOARD/STAFF PERSON 

1. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE                                                      Chair Davis 
(6:00 – 6:05 p.m.) 
 

2. CONFIRM QUORUM/ STATEMENT OF CONFLICT                                            Chair Davis 
An official who has a conflict must, prior to consideration of the decision; (1) publicly identify in 
detail the financial interest that causes the conflict; (2) recuse himself/herself from discussing and 
voting on the matter; (3) leave the room until after the decision has been made. Cal. Gov’t Code 
§ 87200. 
 

STA BOARD MEMBERS 
Osby Davis 

(Chair) 
Elizabeth Patterson 

(Vice Chair) 
Jack Batchelor, Jr. Harry Price Norman Richardson Pete Sanchez Len Augustine 

 
Jim Spering 

        
City of Vallejo City of Benicia City of Dixon City of Fairfield City of Rio Vista City of Suisun City City of Vacaville County of Solano 

        
STA BOARD ALTERNATES 

Jesus Malgapo 
 

Alan Schwartzman Dane Besneatte 
 

Rick Vaccaro 
 

Constance Boulware 
 

Mike Hudson Dilenna Harris Erin Hannigan 
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3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

4. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
(6:10 – 6:15 p.m.) 

5. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Pg. 7 
(6:15 – 6:20 p.m.) 
 

Daryl K. Halls 

6. REPORT FROM THE METROPOLITAN 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION (MTC) 
(6:20 – 6:25 p.m.) 
 

Jim Spering, 
MTC Commissioner 

 
 

7. STA PRESENTATIONS 
(6:25 – 6:30 p.m.)   

 A. Federal Legislative Update 
B. STA 2014 Year-End Highlights 
C. Directors Reports 

1. Planning  
2. Projects  
3. Transit/Rideshare  

 

Susan Lent, Akin Gump 
Chair Davis 

 
Robert Macaulay 

Janet Adams 
Jayne Bauer 

 
8. CONSENT CALENDAR 

Recommendation: 
Approve the following consent items in one motion. 
(Note: Items under consent calendar may be removed for separate discussion.) 
(6:30 – 6:35 p.m.) 
 

 A. Minutes of the STA Board Meeting of December 10, 2014 
Recommendation: 
Approve STA Board Meeting Minutes of December 10, 2014. 
Pg. 13 
 

Johanna Masiclat 

 B. STA Employee 2015 Benefit Summary Update 
Recommendation: 
Receive and file. 
Pg. 19 
 

Susan Furtado 

 C. Renewal of Membership with Solano Economic Development 
Corporation (EDC) for 2015 
Recommendation: 
Approve the renewal of STA’s membership with the Solano Economic 
Development Corporation (Solano EDC) at the Premier Member 
“Chairman’s Circle” level of $7,500 for Calendar Year 2015. 
Pg. 27 
 

Daryl Halls 

 D. Contract Amendment - STA’s Financial Audit Services 
Recommendation: 
Authorize the Executive Director to execute a contract amendment to 
Vavrinek, Trine, Day & Company, LLP for a two-year term for the 
amount not-to-exceed $35,500. 
Pg. 31 
 

Susan Furtado 
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 E. Contract Amendment - Technology System Integration for the I-80 
Eastbound Cordelia Truck Scales Relocation Project 
Recommendation: 
Approve a contract amendment for IIS in a not-to-exceed amount of 
$40,600 to cover technology system integration design and equipment 
installation and two years of extended maintenance for the technology 
system for the I-80 Eastbound Cordelia Truck Scales Relocation Project. 
Pg. 33 
 

Janet Adams 

 F. Contract Amendment – Project Management Services for the I-80/I-
680/State Route (SR) 12 Interchange Complex 
Recommendation: 
Approve a contract amendment for the PDM Group Inc. in the not-to-
exceed amount of $556,000, to cover project management services for the 
I-80/I-680/SR 12 Interchange Complex and extend the term of the contract 
to February 2017. 
Pg. 35 
 

Janet Adams 

 G. Transportation Development Act (TDA) Matrix Revision – Intercity 
Taxi Scrip Program and Faith in Action 
Recommendation: 
Approve the Revised FY 2014-15 Solano TDA Matrix – January 2015 as 
shown in Attachment A authorizing the claiming of local TDA funds by 
STA for the Intercity Taxi Scrip Program and Faith in Action as prepared in  
Attachment B. 
Pg. 37 
 

Liz Niedziela 

9. ACTION NON-FINANCIAL ITEMS 
 

 A. Conduct Public Hearing and Adopt Resolution of Necessity to Acquire 
Property by Eminent Domain, if necessary, for the Mitigation Site for 
the I-80/I-680/State Route 12 Interchange Project 
Recommendation: 
Conduct a public hearing and adopt the attached Resolution of Necessity No. 
2015-01 (Attachment A) to acquire by eminent domain, if necessary, the 
property needed for the mitigation site for the I-80/I-680/State Route 12 
Interchange Project. 
(6:35 – 6:45 p.m.) 
Pg. 43 

 

Janet Adams and 
Dale Dennis, 

PDM 

 B. Solano County Transit (SolTrans) Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) – 
Appointment of STA Ex-Officio Board Member 
Recommendation: 
Appoint a STA Board Member to the SolTrans JPA Board as an Ex-Officio 
member for a two-year term expiring December 2016. 
(6:45 – 6:50 p.m.) 
Pg. 49 

 

Bernadette Curry 
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 C. Selection of 2015 STA Chair and Vice Chair 
Recommendation: 
Approve the following: 

1. Selection of the STA Chair for 2015 commencing with the STA 
Board Meeting of February 11, 2015; 

2. Selection of the STA Vice Chair for 2015 commencing with the STA 
Board Meeting of February 11, 2015; and 

3. Request the new Chair designate the STA Executive Committee for 
2015. 

(6:50 – 6:55 p.m.) 
Pg. 51 

 

Chair Davis 

10. ACTION FINANCIAL ITEMS 
 

 A. I-80 Express Lanes Project Implementation 
Recommendation: 
Approve the following: 

1. Authorize the Executive Director to issue a Request for Proposals 
(RFP) to select a consultant team to provide detailed preliminary 
engineering and final design for the 
I-80 Express Lanes – Red Top Road to I-505 project;  

2. Request BAIFA to allocate $16 million of additional funds for the  
I-80 Express Lanes - East Segment (Airbase Parkway to I-505); and 

3. The Local Preference Goal of 2% for RFP professional services. 
(6:55 – 7:00 p.m.) 
Pg. 53 
 

Janet Adams 

 B. State Route (SR) 12 (Jameson Canyon) Route 21 Bus Service 
Contribution 
Recommendation: 
Approve NCTPA funding request for $30,000 to be used as a local match for 
the operation of Route 21 on State Route 12 Jameson Canyon between Cities 
of Napa, Fairfield, and Suisun City. 
(7:00 – 7:05 p.m.) 
Pg. 55 
 

Liz Niedziela 

 C. Updated Intercity Bus Replacement Capital Plan 
Recommendation: 
Approve the updated SolanoExpress Intercity Bus Replacement Funding 
Plan as specified in Attachment C. 
(7:05 – 7:10 p.m.) 
Pg. 61 
 

Mary Pryor, 
NWC 

11. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS – DISCUSSION  
 

 A. Statewide Funding Initiatives - Active Transportation and Cap and 
Trade Programs 
(7:10 – 7:15 p.m.) 
Pg. 67 
 

Robert Macaulay 
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 NO DISCUSSION 
 

 B. Status Update: Public Private Partnership (P3) SolTrans 
Implementation 
Pg. 121 
 

Robert Guerrero 

 C. Summary of Funding Opportunities 
Pg. 123 
 

Andrew Hart 

12. BOARD MEMBERS COMMENTS 
 

13. ADJOURNMENT 
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the STA Board is at 6:00 p.m., Wednesday, 
February 11, 2015, Suisun Council Chambers.   
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AGENDA ITEM 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  JANUARY 20, 2015 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

 

 

DATE  : January 12, 2015 

 

TO  : Mayor Patterson 

   Council Member Campbell 

   Vice Mayor Hughes 

 

FROM  : Director of Public Works  

 

SUBJECT : SOLANO COUNTY WATER AGENCY 

 

 

The following information is provided for your committee report at the January 

20, 2015 City Council meeting.   

 

The draft minutes of the December 11, 2014 meeting are attached.  The 

agenda for the regular meeting on January 8, 2015 is attached.  The next 

meeting is scheduled for February 12, 2015. 

 

Attachments: 

• Draft minutes of the December 11, 2014 regular meeting 

• Agenda for January 8, 2015 regular meeting 
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VIII.C.9.7
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AGENDA ITEM 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  JANUARY 20, 2015 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

 

 

DATE  :          January 12, 2015 

 

TO  : Vice Mayor Hughes 

   Council Member Strawbridge 

 

FROM  : Public Works Director 

 

SUBJECT : TRAFFIC, PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE SAFETY (TPBS) COMMITTEE  

 

 

The following is provided as your committee report for the January 20, 2015 City 

Council meeting. 

 

The draft minutes of the October 16, 2014 TPBS meeting are attached.  The 

agenda for the January 15, 2015 is also attached.  The next regular meeting is 

scheduled for April 16, 2015. 

 

Attachments:  

• Draft Minutes – October 16, 2014 

• Agenda – January 15, 2015 
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DRAFT 
Minutes 

CITY OF BENICIA  
TRAFFIC, PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE SAFETY (TPBS) COMMITTEE 

Regular Meeting 
Thursday, October 16, 2014 

7:00 p.m. 
 

I. Call to Order.   
Meeting called to order at 7:01 p.m.  
1. Roll Call: 

Committee Members Present:  
Committee Chair, Vice-Mayor Tom Campbell 
Council Member, Alan Schwartzman 
Police Lt. Frank Hartig 
Public Works Director/City Engineer, Graham Wadsworth 
Principal Civil Engineer, Mike Roberts  

Absent:  None 
Staff Present:  Kathy Trinque, Recording Secretary  

 
2. Fundamental Rights Statement 

 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
II. Approval of September 4, 2014 Meeting Minutes. 
A motion to adopt the minutes was made by Mike Roberts, seconded by Council 
Member Schwartzman and approved by a 4-0 vote (Graham Wadsworth 
abstained). 
 

III. Public Comments: none. 
 

IV. Verbal Staff Updates 
1. Status update on request for speed limit reductions in West 

Manor neighborhood and on Military West between West 2nd 
and First Street.  
 
Mike Roberts reviewed Ms. Burgess’s concerns about speeding in 
this neighborhood from the September 4, 2014 meeting. The City 
has started traffic counts to collect speed data – once collected the 
data will be analyzed and reviewed to see if reducing the speed 
limit is justified. 
 

2. Status update of traffic calming requests (3 locations) and 
striping on East 5th Street/St. Dominic’s School, from the 
September 4 TPBS Committee Meeting. 
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Mike Roberts reviewed the actions from the September 4 meeting 
when traffic calming on East E Street (E 2nd to E 5th), West K Street 
(at West 4th St) and on Panorama (Tustin to Chelsea Hills) was 
approved. The traffic calming work is currently out to bid. Once the 
bids are received and costs reviewed, the City will proceed with 
installation. Mr. Roberts also read a letter dated September 26, 
2014 from the Portside Village Homeowners Association thanking 
the City and supporting the traffic calming work on East E Street. 
 

Mr. Roberts introduced and welcomed Graham Wadsworth, the City’s recently 
hired Public Works Director/City Engineer, to the Committee and members of the 
public. 

 
V. Action Items 

 

1. All-way stop request at West 4th and West K Streets 
Mr. Roberts provided a brief overview from the staff report provided. Based on 
public input at the September 4, 2014 meeting, staff has re-evaluated the all-way 
stop request at West K and West 4th Streets and is now recommending the stop 
sign be included with the traffic calming plan.  
 
Residents in the immediate area were notified and written comments were 
received from: 
 Heather Pierini of 430 West K Street – Letter is in favor of stop sign. 
 Dan Hoover, of 360 West K Street – Letter is in favor of slowing traffic 

Pat Donoghue of 390 West K Street – Letter is opposed to stop sign 
installation. 

 
Mr. Roberts presented staff’s recent review of the intersection stating that when 
traveling north on West 4th Street and looking west, it is difficult to see on-coming 
traffic due to a sight distance problem from cars parked in front of 410 West K 
Street. The only way to improve the site distance is to paint red curb along the 
front of the 410 West K residence, thus creating a hardship for that resident. 
 
Mr. Roberts stated that there were no reported accidents at this location, but 
residents have reported that cars parked along West K Street have had their 
mirrors hit. No citations have been issued at this location and traffic counts 
indicate 500 to 600 cars traveling through each day. 
 
The Committee discussed various options including: 

 Reducing the 165 feet of length of red curb proposed to be painted 
from the intersection to the residence at 410 West K Street. 

 Installing the stop sign and not painting red curb – ask resident not 
to park their white truck at the intersection. 

 Installing traffic calming and wait to install stop sign. 
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 Restricting parking on West K Street to the south side only and shift 
the centerline over. 

  
Public Comments: 
 
Jill Ray of 486 West K Street, stated that this street is busy from 7:30 to 8:30 am, 
in the late afternoon/evening and on weekend nights. She is not sure a stop sign 
will help. She does not want parking restricted in front of 410 West K Street. 
 
An unidentified resident asked the committee not to make the street wider 
because it will increase speeders. Also spoke in favor of the all-way stop sign. 
 
Bob Knobloch of 350 West K Street, spoke in favor of an all-way stop sign 
because the hill creates a blind spot at this intersection. He also stated that 
Marina Place residents park on the north side of West K Street – so restricting 
parking on this side reduces their parking space. 
 
Gee Han Chua of 365 West K Street spoke in favor of an all-way stop sign 
because he does not think that speed spiking will occur at this location, he wants 
the traffic discouraged from using West K Street and it may encourage traffic to 
use West J Street instead. 
 
Pat Donaghue of 390 West K Street stated that he is opposed to the all-way stop 
sign because stop signs don’t control speeding – they cause increased noise and 
pollution from emissions. There have been no accidents at this corner and no 
close calls. Similar issues exist at other intersections in the City. He finished his 
statement by reading from the California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices for Streets and Highways on use of traffic control devices. He would like 
to see traffic calming measures installed instead of a stop sign. 
 
Tony Shannon of 28 Buena Vista stated opposition to the all-way stop sign 
because stop signs don’t slow cars down. 
 
The Committee reviewed the traffic calming measures already approved and the 
possibility of asking the adjacent resident not to park their vehicle at this 
intersection. The traffic calming improvements are currently out to bid and can be 
installed in about a month. The Committee also discussed installing a sign to re-
direct through traffic to West J Street and asking residents to use yard signs 
provided by the City. 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Schwartzman and seconded by 
Mike Roberts to move forward with installation of the traffic calming plan 
improvements (approved at the September 4, 2014 meeting) and bring this 
item back to the TPBS Committee in two meetings to review how it is 
working and to evaluate what further measures are needed. It was adopted 
by a 5-0 vote. 
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2. Military West and West 7th Street Intersection Feasibility Study 
 
Mike Roberts reviewed the staff report and request received from Ms. Gretchen 
Burgess.  
 
Ms. Burgess’s email explained that the issue is that cars turning north from 
Military West onto West 7th Street are turning into the pedestrians at the 
crosswalk, creating a safety concern for pedestrians because there is not a 
dedicated left-turn phase at the signal. Also West 7th Street southbound cars 
continue to run through the red light at Carolina/Buena Vista.  
 
Staff is recommending that a comprehensive study be done to evaluate and 
recommend a solution to this complex intersection. Over the past several years, 
the City has installed a series of improvements: (1) additional electronic 
pedestrian signage, (2) high visibility crosswalks and (3) added louvers to the 
signal heads to eliminate confusion.  
 
Staff recommends hiring a traffic engineering expert to evaluate the entire 
intersection and address safety concerns and use computer modeling so that the 
City knows exactly what the outcome of each option will be before additional 
dollars are spent at this location. 
 
Lt. Hartig explained that enforcement is difficult at this location – citations cannot 
be written by PD unless an officer witnesses a violation. If a resident witnesses 
the violation then they are required to provide proof of the violation and sign the 
citation. The traffic violation is that the vehicles are impeding traffic. 
 
Committee discussed their observations and various options for this intersection.  
 
Public Comments: 
 
Tony Shannon, of 28 Buena Vista, spoke on behalf of Gretchen Burgess, who 
could not attend. He stated that this problem has been going on for a decade. 
The intersection is difficult to cross safely. The pedestrian signs are not working 
to keep pedestrians safe because cars from Military West still cross into the 
crosswalk when pedestrians are present. He likes the idea of delaying the timing 
when vehicles can turn left – after pedestrians have crossed. He also supports 
upgrading the signal controller so both delay and additional phases can be used. 
Also, vehicles are still “blowing through” the red lights on West 7th Street at 
Buena Vista and Carolina Drive. 
 
Maximillian Burgess, of 28 Buena Vista, spoke in favor of installing an 
observation camera at the intersection and that the glare from the sun in the 
morning is a problem because drivers can’t see the pedestrians. He also would 
like to see a school crossing guard. 
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A motion was made by Council Member Schwartzman and seconded by Lt. 
Hartig to recommend a comprehensive intersection study and bring back 
preliminary results to the Committee at the next meeting. This motion was 
adopted by a 5-0 vote. 
 
3. Rescission of recommendation to install a marked crosswalk and 

ramp on West K at West 7th Street. 
Mr. Roberts provided a review of this item, which was previously heard 
and discussed at the September 4, 2014 meeting. At that meeting a 
consensus was reached that the marked crosswalk installation should not 
proceed. Rescinding the prior recommendation needed to be formally 
noticed and then acted upon at the next meeting. 
 
The individual who requested installation of the ramp and crosswalk is no 
longer interested in pursuing this request. The adjacent property owners 
are adamantly against the crosswalk because it would reduce their street 
parking and, if it were to proceed, their only recourse would be to appeal 
the decision to City Council. City funding for new ramps is limited and 
other worthy locations will be requested in this fiscal year.  
 
Public Comments: 
Tony Shannon, resident of 28 Buena Vista, spoke in favor of having a 
marked crosswalk at this location. He stated that he has seen cars “blow 
through” this intersection and pedestrians step out from between parked 
cars, so it’s not safe for pedestrians. 
 
Sarah Ingles, resident of 634 West K Street, spoke in favor of rescinding 
the decision to install a marked crosswalk and ramp at this location. She 
stated that few pedestrians cross here because there are marked 
crosswalks at other nearby locations, such as W 6th Street or at the Park. 
 
Yvette Mitchell, resident of 640 West K Street, spoke in favor of rescinding 
the decision to install a marked crosswalk and ramp at this location. The 
stop sign at West K and West 7th Streets works well to stop cars. There is 
little foot traffic here since pedestrians cross at the park. 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Schwartzman and seconded 
by Mike Roberts to rescind the decision to install a marked 
crosswalk and ramps at this location and was adopted by a 5-0 vote. 
 
 

4. 2015 TPBS Committee Meeting Schedule 
Mr. Roberts presented this item. The Committee held a discussion about 
when the Committee meets, how and why special meetings are scheduled 
and how the Committee is functioning.  
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Councilmember Schwartzman stated that he would like to see meetings 
held quarterly and if items come up in between regular meetings, staff 
should wait until the next regular meeting to agendize them. The 
Committee, by consensus agreed that if there are no items to agendize, a 
regular meeting can be cancelled. 
 
A motion to adopt the 2015 Meeting Schedule as presented was 
made by Council Member Schwartzman and seconded by Lt. Hartig. 
The motion was adopted by consensus. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm. 
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City of Benicia 

TRAFFIC PEDESTRIAN &  
BICYCLE SAFETY (TPBS) COMMITTEE  

 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

City Hall – Commission Room 
Thursday, January 15, 2015 

7:00 pm 
 
AGENDA 

 

I.   CALL TO ORDER 
1. Roll Call 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Fundamental Rights Statement 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. October 16, 2014 -- Special Meeting 
 
III.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
IV. VERBAL STAFF UPDATES (15 minutes) 

1. Status update on request for speed limit reductions in West Manor neighborhood 
and on Military West between W. 2nd and First Street. 

2. Status update of traffic calming requests: 
a. East E Street (East 2nd to East 5th) 
b. West K Street (West 3rd to East 5th) 
c. Panorama (between Chelsea Hills & Tustin Ct) 

3. Status update of striping on East 5th Street/St Dominic’s School 
4. Status update of the Military West and West 7th Street Intersection Feasibility 

Study. 
 

V.  ACTION ITEMS (30 minutes) 
1. Crosswalk Installation Request on East 5th Street, north of I-780 freeway on-

off ramps, at Vecino Street – receive public input and consider approval to 
install a crosswalk, sidewalk bulb-outs and ADA ramps at this location. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

 

 

 

 

___________________ 
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Public Participation 

 
The Traffic Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety (TPBS) Committee welcomes public participation. 
 
Pursuant to the Brown Act, each public agency must provide the public with an opportunity to 
speak on any matter within the subject matter jurisdiction of the agency and which is not on the 
agency’s agenda for that meeting. The TPBS Committee allows speakers to speak on 
agendized and non-agendized matters under public comment. Comments are limited to no more 
than 5 minutes per speaker. By law, no action may be taken on any item raised during the 
public comment period although informational answers to questions may be given and matters 
may be referred to staff for placement on a future agenda of the TPBS Committee. 
 

Disabled Access 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact Dan Pincetich, the ADA Coordinator at (707) 746-
4211.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable 
arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 
 

Meeting Procedures 

 
All items listed on this agenda are for the TPBS Committee discussion and/or action. In 
accordance with the Brown Act, each item is listed and includes, where appropriate, further 
description of the item and/or a recommended action. The posting of a recommended action 
does not limit, or necessarily indicate, what action may be taken by the TPBS Committee. 
 
 

Meeting Procedures 

 
All items listed on this agenda are for the TPBS Committee discussion and/or action. In 
accordance with the Brown Act, each item is listed and includes, where appropriate, further 
description of the item and/or a recommended action. The posting of a recommended action 
does not limit, or necessarily indicate, what action may be taken by the TPBS Committee. 
 
 

Public Records 

 
The agenda packet for this meeting is available at the City Clerk’s Office and the Benicia Public 
Library during regular working hours. To the extent feasible, the packet is also available on the 
City’s web page at www.ci.benicia.ca.us under the heading “Agendas and Minutes.” Public 
records related to an open session agenda item that are distributed after the agenda packet is 
prepared are available before the meeting at the City Clerk’s Office located at 250 East L Street, 
Benicia, or at the meeting held in the Commission Room. If you wish to submit written 
information on an agenda item, please submit to Kathy Trinque, Recording Secretary, as soon 
as possible so that it may be distributed to the TPBS Committee members. 
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AGENDA ITEM 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  JANUARY 20, 2015 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

 

 

DATE : January 9, 2015 

 

TO : Vice Mayor Hughes  

Council Member Campbell  

    

FROM : City Manager 

 

SUBJECT : SKY VALLEY OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 

 
 

The following information is provided for your committee report at the January 20, 

2015 Council meeting.   
  

The meetings of the Committee are now scheduled on an as-needed basis.  At 

this time, the next meeting date is unknown.  
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AGENDA ITEM 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING: JANUARY 20, 2015 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

 

 

DATE  : January 12, 2015 

 

TO  : Council Member Campbell 

Council Member Schwartzman 

 

FROM  : City Manager 

 

SUBJECT : VALERO COMMUNITY ADVISORY PANEL (CAP) 

 

 

The following information is provided for your committee report at the January 

20, 2015 Council meeting.   

 

The CAP meets quarterly at 6:30 p.m. at the refinery at 610 Industrial Way.  The 

next meeting is TBD. 
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AGENDA ITEM 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING: JANUARY 20, 2015 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

 

 

DATE  : January 12, 2015 

 

TO  : Vice Mayor Hughes 

                       Council Member Strawbridge  

 

FROM  : Youth Action Coalition 

 

SUBJECT : YOUTH ACTION COALITION 

 

 

The following information is provided for your committee report at the 

January 20, 2015 Council meeting. 

 

The Benicia Youth Action Coalition did not meet in late December.  

 

The next meeting is scheduled for January 28, 2015. 
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AGENDA ITEM 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING: JANUARY 20, 2015 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

 

 

DATE  : January 12, 2015 

 

TO  : City Council 

 

FROM  : Mayor Patterson 

 

SUBJECT : ABAG/CAL FED TASK FORCE/BAY AREA WATER FORUM 

 

 

The following information is provided for your committee report at the January 

20, 2015 City Council meeting.   

 

The Bay Area Water Forum's last meeting was held on March 26, 2012. 

 

This was the last meeting of the Bay Area Water Forum for 2012, due to a lack of 

funding. 
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AGENDA ITEM  
CITY COUNCIL MEETING:  JANUARY 20, 2015 

COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
 
 

DATE  : January 12, 2015 
 

TO  : Mayor Patterson 

   Vice Mayor Hughes 

   Council Member Campbell 
    

FROM  : Assistant City Manager 
 
SUBJECT : SOLANO COUNTY TRANSIT (SolTrans) BOARD MEETING 
 
 

The following information is provided for your committee report at the January 

20, 2015 Council meeting. 

 

The Solano County Transit (SolTrans) Joint Powers Authority’s regular December 

18, 2014 meeting was canceled.  The next regular meeting will be on January 

15, 2015 in the City of Benicia Council Chambers.  The Agenda and Executive 

Report for the January 15, 2015 meeting are attached.  

 

The February regular meeting of the SolTrans Board will be held on February 19, 

2015 at 4:00 p.m. and will be held in the City of Vallejo Council Chambers.  The 

Agenda and Executive Report for this meeting were not available as of the date 

of this report. 

 

Attachment: 

• January 15, 2015 SolTrans Agenda 

• January 15, 2015 Executive Report 
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	C. REFERENCE TO THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF PUBLIC

	IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS/PROCLAMATIONS/ APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS:
	A. ANNOUNCEMENTS
	1. Announcement of action taken at Closed Session, if any.
	2. Openings on Boards and Commissions:
	Arts & Culture Commission1 unexpired termApplication due date: January 30, 2015
Civil Service Commission1 full termApplication due date: January 30, 2015
Community Sustainability Commission1 full term1 unexpired termApplication due date: January 30, 2015
Finance Committee2 full termsApplication due date: January 30, 2015
Human Services Board1 unexpired termApplication due date: January 30, 2015
Library Board of Trustees2 full termsApplication due date: January 30, 2015
Parks, Recreation & Cemetery Commission3 full termsApplication due date: January 30, 2015
Planning Commission2 full termsApplication due date: January 30, 2015
SolTrans Public Advisory Committee3 full termsApplication due date: January 30, 2015

	3. Mayor’s Office Hours: Mayor Patterson will maintain an open office every Monday (except holidays) in the Mayor’s Office of City Hall from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. No appointment is necessary. Other meeting times may be scheduled through the City Hall office at 746-4200.

	B. PROCLAMATIONS
	C. APPOINTMENTS
	D. PRESENTATIONS
	1. PRESENTATION OF MONTHLY WATER REPORT
	[Agenda Report.doc]
	[Reservoir Levels as of 010615.pdf]



	V. ADOPTION OF AGENDA:
	VI. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:
	A. WRITTEN COMMENT
	B. PUBLIC COMMENT

	VII. CONSENT CALENDAR (7:30 PM):
	A. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 6, 2015 CITY COUNCIL MEETING
	[MINI010615.docx]

	B. ACCEPTANCE OF WATER TREATMENT PLANT FILTER SLIDE GATE REPLACEMENT PROJECT
	[Agenda Report.doc]
	[RESOLUTION Acceptance of Filter Slide Gate Replacement Project.doc]
	[NOTICE OF COMPLETION Acceptance of Filter Slilde Gate Replacement Project.doc]

	C. REVIEW THE ANNUAL REPORT TO COUNCIL FOR THE OPEN GOVERNMENT COMMISSION
	[Agenda Report.doc]

	D. AUTHORIZE PURCHASE OF ELEVEN (11) REPLACEMENT COMPUTERS FOR POLICE PATROL VEHICLES
	[Agenda Report.doc]
	[In Car Computer Reso.docx]

	E. AMENDING THE MASTER FEE SCHEDULE TO INCREASE FIRE DEPARTMENT SERVICE FEES
	[Agenda Report.doc]
	[Proposed Resolution.docx]
	[Three-year Fee Schedule, Exhibit A.pdf]
	[Public Notice.pdf]
	[Staff report from August 21, 2012.pdf]
	[Resolution No. 12-104.pdf]

	F. Approval to waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and adopted pursuant to this agenda.

	VIII. BUSINESS ITEMS (7:45 PM):
	A. PRESENTATION OF DRAFT WORK PLAN TO REVISE SECTION 6.32.060 OF THE BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE TO PERMIT URBAN BEEKEEPING IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS OF THE CITY
	[Agenda Report.doc]
	[BMP Napa County.pdf]
	[Vallejo 7.38.pdf]
	[San Diego Beekeeping Regulations.pdf]
	[Safe Urban Beekeeping.docx]

	B. APPEAL OF TENTATIVE PARCEL MAP AT 1035 WEST K STREET, AFTER A DETERMINATION THAT THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT FROM CEQA
	[Agenda Report.doc]
	[1. Draft Resolution.docx]
	[2. Appeal Form and Correspondence.pdf]
	[3. Resolution No. 14-19 PC.pdf]
	[4. Agenda Item for PC 12112014.pdf]
	[5. PC Minutes 12112014 DRAFT.pdf]
	[6. Tentative Parcel Map.pdf]

	C. Council Member Committee Reports:(Council Member serve on various internal and external committees on behalf of the City. Current agendas, minutes and meeting schedules, as available, from these various committees are included in the agenda packet. Oral reports by the Council Members are made only by exception.)
	1. Mayor's Committee Meeting.(Mayor Patterson) Next Meeting Date: TBD
	[mayors committee memo.doc]

	2. Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) http://www.abag.ca.gov/. (Vice Mayor Hughes and Council Member Schwartzman)Next Meeting Date: TBD
	[ABAG Report 1.20.15 Meeting.doc]

	3. Finance Committee. (Council Member Strawbridge and Vice Mayor Hughes) Next Meeting Date: January 22, 2015
	[Finance Committee Report Cover.docx]
	[Finance Committee 12.18.14 Minutes.docx]

	4. League of California Cities. (Mayor Patterson and Vice Mayor Hughes) Next Meeting Date: January 21, 2015
	[league memo.doc]

	5. School Liaison Committee. (Vice Mayor Hughes and Council Member Strawbridge) Next Meeting Date: March 5, 2015
	[School Board liaison memo.doc]

	6. Sky Valley Open Space Committee. (Council Member Campbell and Vice Mayor Hughes) Next Meeting Date: TBD
	[Sky Valley Report 1-20-15.docx]

	7. Solano EDC Board of Directors. (Vice Mayor Hughes and Council Member Strawbridge) Next Meeting Date: January 22, 2015
	[Solano EDC Board of Directors Report.doc]
	[Solano EDC Minutes November 13 2014.pdf]

	8. Solano Transportation Authority (STA). http://www.sta.ca.gov/ (Mayor Patterson and Council Member Campbell) Next Meeting Date: February 11, 2015
	[STA cover.doc]
	[STA Minutes.pdf]
	[STA Board Agenda 01-14-15.pdf]

	9. Solano Water Authority-Solano County Water Agency and Delta Committee. http://www.scwa2.com/ (Mayor Patterson and Council Member Campbell/Vice Mayor Hughes) Next Meeting Date: February 12, 2015
	[SCWA Cover.doc]
	[Dec 2015 Minutes SCWA.pdf]
	[JAN.2015 Agenda SCWA.pdf]

	10. Traffic, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Committee. (Vice Mayor Hughes and Council Member Strawbridge) Next Meeting Date: April 16, 2015
	[TPBS Committee Report for CC Meeting 1.20.15.doc]
	[TPBS Committee Draft Minutes October 16, 2014.pdf]
	[TPBS Committee Agenda 1.15.2014.pdf]

	11. Tri-City and County Cooperative Planning Group. (Vice Mayor Hughes and Council Member Schwartzman) Next Meeting Date: TBD
	[Sky Valley Report 1-20-15.docx]

	12. Valero Community Advisory Panel (CAP). (Council Member Campbell and Council Member Schwartzman) Next Meeting Date: TBD
	[cap memo.doc]

	13. Youth Action Coalition. (Council Member Strawbridge and Vice Mayor Hughes) Next Meeting Date: January 28, 2015
	[Youth Action-Council Report Format-January 2015.doc]

	14. ABAG-CAL FED Task Force-Bay Area Water Forum. http://www.baywaterforum.org/ (Mayor Patterson)Next Meeting Date: TBD
	[bay area water forum memo.doc]

	15. SOLTRANS Joint Powers Authority (Mayor Patterson, Council Member Campbell and Vice Mayor Hughes) Next Meeting Date: February 19, 2015
	[SolTrans Committee Report 1.20.15.docx]
	[SolTrans Agenda.pdf]
	[SolTrans Executive Report.pdf]



	IX. ADJOURNMENT (9:00 PM):

