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MINUTES OF THE 
SPECIAL MEETING – CITY COUNCIL 

January 20, 2015 
 
 
 

City Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of which are 
recorded on tape. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 
 
II. CONVENE OPEN SESSION: 
 

A. ROLL CALL 
 

All Council Members were present.  

Finance Committee Members Coester and Oliveira were absent. All other 
Members were present. 

 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Teri Davena led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

C. REFERENCE TO THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PUBLIC: 
 

III. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
 

On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member 
Hughes,  Council and the Finance Committee Members adopted the Agenda, as 
presented, on roll call by the following vote: 

 

Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Schwartzman, Strawbridge, Mayor 
Patterson, Finance Committee Members Johnsen, Lindsay, Cullen, Finn and 
McFadden 
Noes: (None) 

 

IV. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT 
 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

None 
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V. STUDY SESSION ITEMS: 
 

A. REVIEW OF DRAFT MARKET STUDY OF BENICIA INDUSTRIAL PARK 
 

Mario Giuliani, Economic Development Manager, introduced the item.  

Audrey Taylor, President, Chabin Concepts, Inc., and Debbie Kern, Senior 
Principal, Keyser Marston Associates, reviewed a PowerPoint presentation titled 
"Benicia Industrial Park Market Study" (copy on file).  

Chair Johnson stated that he did not find a lot of surprises in the report. The City 
needs to hang on to what we have, expansion of the Industrial Park, proceed 
with the broadband project, and engage brokers and the stakeholders.  

Member McFadden stated that her takeaway was that the City's niche is value 
added manufacturing. The report shows that the distribution and warehouses are 
eating up all the open properties in the Industrial Park. How do we target value 
added manufacturers? She discussed the issue of innovation districts.  

Member Cullen discussed Benicia's lagging Industrial Park. The City needs to be 
forward-thinking in regards to how it progresses. We need to pursue the 
technology industry. He was concerned regarding the no risk - easy money 
tenants. It does nothing for retail and sales tax. We have to get the property 
owners on board.  

Member Lindsay discussed the need to talk with the property owners. Maybe 
they could be given incentive to improve the properties/buildings. The roads in 
the Industrial Park need to be improved. We need to look at the infrastructure 
needs of the Industrial Park.  

Member Finn discussed the need to change the tenants that are in place or the 
people that we are attracting, and target tenants that will help with the tax 
revenue and growth.  

Council Member Campbell and Staff discussed the issue of 'cannibalizing' the 
Industrial Park, and what happened with the City of Fairfield. It is not clear which 
niche the City was going after. Staff clarified that the City was not looking for 
more distribution companies in the Industrial Park; they were looking for more 
businesses that would generate sales tax revenue. 

Council Member Schwartzman and Staff discussed the need for more sales tax 
generating businesses in the Industrial Park, and the need to focus on how to 
vary and broaden the business mix.  

Council Member Strawbridge discussed the recent events with the City of 
Vallejo's recent direction to make Mare Island an Industrial area, concerns 
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regarding City staff time to implement all of the changes.  

Vice Mayor Hughes discussed the issue of the new competition that was coming 
online, and the need to sit down with the owners of the Seeno property and 
share the report with them so they understand the demand for the type of 
development needed. The City should sit down with them on potential 
development of that property. 

Mayor Patterson discussed the issue of land, adding value to the properties so 
the other businesses would come, encourage staff and the consultants to look at 
other opportunities to get affordable high-speed internet in the Industrial Park 
(such as the current project American Canyon and Vallejo are working on). She 
discussed the possibility of getting involved in the project with Vallejo and 
American Canyon.   

Public Comment: 

1. Jasmine Powell - Ms. Powell discussed the need to focus on 
infrastructure, and improving the broadband before the manufacturing 
companies will come. 

Councilmember Schwartzman discussed the internet issue in the Industrial Park, 
and possibly getting involved with the cities of American Canyon and Vallejo as 
suggested by Mayor Patterson.  

Mr. Giuliani discussed Broadband Project in the Industrial Park. Benicia City 
Staff would be talking with Vallejo tomorrow and getting an update on what they 
were doing in regards to the fiber cable project with American Canyon.  

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Mayor Patterson adjourned the meeting at 7:02 p.m. 
 

 

_____________________ 
         Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 
 
 
 


