
February 3, 2004 
The Benicia City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers. Copies of Council Agendas are available in the City Clerk's office on the Friday afternoon 
before the Council meeting. 
MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING - CITY COUNCIL 
FEBRUARY 3, 2004 
 
The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by Mayor Steve 
Messina at 9:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 3, 2004 in the City Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L 
Street, complete proceedings of which are recorded on tape. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:   City Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina. 
Absent:   None 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Mayor Messina led the pledge to the flag. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS: 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Mayor Messina announced openings on the following Boards and Commissions: Benicia Housing 
Authority Board, Civil Service Commission, Historic Preservation Commission, Human Services Fund 
Board, and PURE Committee. Mayor Messina announced that all information regarding these 
openings is posted on the City’s website, announcements are made on channel 27, and openings will 
be posted in the Benicia Herald for three days following the Council Meeting. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson stated that interviews had begun for the opening on the Employee 
Compensation Committee. Several City employees have been interviewed. What they are looking for 
are some citizens that work for the city, and some individuals that work for service organizations. She 
asked people to get the word out to anyone who may be interested in applying. The goal is to make 
an appointment by either the next Council Meeting in February, or the first meeting in March. 
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
RESOLUTION 04-13 - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BENICIA CONFIRMING THE 
MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF MAYOR MESSINA AND COUNCIL MEMBER SMITH, AS AN ALTERNATE, TO 
THE SOLANO TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY (STIA) BOARD 
 
The above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 



PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Brown Act Update: 
City Attorney Heather McLaughlin presented each Council Member with a current copy of The Brown 
Act. She reviewed the rules of The Brown Act in great detail. The intent was to give all Council 
Members a refresher on the rules and procedures of The Brown Act. After the presentation, Council 
Members discussed possible scenarios that could be violations of The Brown Act. 
 
Travis Community Consortium: Jim Curtis was not present to give this presentation. City Manager Jim 
Erickson requested this item be calendared. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS: 
Mayor Messina presented Nicole Bandy, Solano Parenting Partnership and The Children’s Network, 
with a Proclamation for the Week Honoring People Raising Children, February 2-8, 2004. Nicole Bandy 
accepted the Proclamation. 
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: 
Mayor Messina asked if there were any changes to the Agenda. 
 
Council Member Smith asked if the Public Hearing should be pulled. City Manager Jim Erickson stated 
that the Public Hearing was on the Agenda, but this item will be continued to the next Council 
Meeting on 2/17/04. 
 
On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, and unanimously 
approved, the Agenda was adopted as amended. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
WRITTEN: 
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

1. Council Member Whitney expressed that the Council wishes former Mayor Hayes well on his 
recovery from heart surgery. He also stated that there were some questions raised at the 
recent CAP meeting regarding the education process that is going on. There were questions 
asked regarding how the City gets information out to the Public. Council Member Whitney 
asked Fire Chief Hanley to address the issue of ‘shelter in place’, and what to do when the 
sirens are heard. They came up with the idea of sending magnets and informational flyers to 
the public. The magnets, which detail what to do in the event of a ‘shelter in place’, will be 
mailed out to the public. The educational flyers will be sent out in the utility bills. Both items 
should reach the public within the next 30-45 days. There is also an educational video on the 
CAN system, which is currently being filmed. This will be available in a few months. Local 
businesses can use this video for employee training. Chief Hanley added that the ‘shelter in 
place’ system is tested the first Wednesday of each month at 11:00 a.m. 



2. Council Member Smith made the following announcements: 
o The Historic Preservation Commission will be meeting on Wednesday, 2/4/04 at 6:30 

p.m. in the Commission Room. They will be discussing the Mills Act. 
o On Saturday, 2/7/04 at 7:30, Arts Benicia will be celebrating the Art for Community 

exhibition at 991 Tyler Street. 
o On Monday, 2/9/04, the Solano County Registrar of Voters office will be 

demonstrating the new voting machines in City Council Chambers from 1:00 to 5:00 
p.m. A news crew from London will be here to film the demonstration. 

o On Tuesday, 2/10/04 at 7:00 p.m., the Police Station and Civic Center Renovation 
Committee will be meeting at City Hall. 

o On behalf of the Council, he congratulated the following City employees who were 
named employees of the year at the recent banquet: Lisa Krimsky, Ann Dunleavy, 
Jason Fein, and Ted Kozlik. 

o He wished both former Mayor Hayes and Don Hutchinson a speedy recovery.  
3. Vice Mayor Patterson congratulated Mayor Messina on becoming a Grandfather to twin girls. 

Mayor Messina thanked her and stated that his daughter gave birth last night to Reagan - 3.5 
lbs., and Riley - 4.5 lbs. Mother, Father and both daughters are doing well. 

4. Kitty Griffin 236 Baker Street - Ms. Griffin asked Council if they had considered holding the 
CAP meetings at City Hall so they could be televised. This may be a resolution to the issue of 
low attendance. Council Member Whitney responded by stating that the meetings will be 
taped and played back on channel 27. Regarding the issue of an Industrial Safety Ordinance, 
this should not an ‘if’, this should definitely happen. Regarding Valero’s letter, she gave an 
analogy of a person with an illness, who wanted to go to a doctor to get a second opinion. She 
stated that the City should seek total access to documentation in Valero’s study. 

5. Bob Mutch 695 Knight Drive - Mr. Mutch stated he was giving an update on the X Park. X Park 
is planned to be a 20,000 square foot BMX and Skate Park by Matthew Turner. After four 
years of efforts, the X Park Committee is proud to announce their plans to construct X Park 
this year. A current tally of cash, materials and start up labor to date reflects $355,000 in cash, 
and $110,000 in materials and labor, for a total of $465,000. The estimated cost to build the 
park is $550,000. They are within approximately $85,000 of their goal. The construction 
drawings should be completed in two weeks. The CEQA review is virtually completed. They 
are planning to issue RFP’s in March. However, the X Park Committee is asking the public and 
local business for a last bit of support. There is also a minor parking lot issue at the 
Community Park. The sooner they can raise $85,000, the sooner they can begin construction 
on the park. He stated that personal and corporate checks could be mailed to the Finance 
department at City Hall, 250 East L Street, with the checks being made payable to the City of 
Benicia/X Park.  

CONSENT CALENDAR: 
Mayor Messina asked if there were any items to be pulled from the Consent Calendar. Mayor Messina 



requested items X.B and X.D be pulled, and Council Member Smith requested X.A and X.C be pulled. 
 
Waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and adopted pursuant to this agenda. 
(END OF CONSENT CALENDAR) 
 
Council took the following actions: 
 
Council Member Smith stated that January 20th was a very long meeting. He stated it was an 
extraordinary task that the City Clerk embarked on. There were 20 pages of minutes, and he did not 
want that effort to go unacknowledged. 
 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Vice Mayor Patterson, and unanimously approved, 
the minutes of January 20, 2004 were approved. 
 
RESOLUTION 04-14 - A RESOLUTION ADOPTING POLICY FOR MODIFICATION TO CITY-OWNED 
HISTORIC PROPERTIES (COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT) 
 
Mayor Messina stated that it was his understanding that Parks and Community Services Department 
is responsible for maintenance on the City’s historic buildings. As he read the City’s policy, it looks like 
the City goes to Community Development Department with regards to planning, then it goes to the 
Historic Preservation Commission to hold the open hearings to gather information, then it goes back 
to Council. He questioned why the City is making Community Development the lead in this, and not 
Parks and Community Services. In terms of the recommendations that come back, he questioned why 
they go to Council, and not Parks and Community Services. City Manager Jim Erickson and Community 
Development Director Collette Meunier clarified how such issues are handled. Mayor Messina wanted 
to make sure the City is including Parks and Community Services in the process. 
 
On motion of Mayor Messina, seconded by Council Member Whitney, the above Resolution was 
adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
RESOLUTION 04-15 - A RESOLUTION OPPOSING AUTO INSURANCE RATE ADJUSTMENTS, WHICH 
WOULD INCREASE RATES FOR SOLANO AND YOLO COUNTY DRIVERS. 
 
Council Member Smith wanted to address this Resolution to make the public aware, since it will have 
a financial impact on them. He read an excerpt from the letter Assemblywoman Lois Wolk wrote to 
Mayor Messina. He encouraged the public to contact their legislators about this issue to bring 
pressure on the Insurance Commissioner. This is not a good change that is being proposed. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson wanted to drive the following four points home: 

 More than 60% of all California drivers will experience rate increases. 



 73% of California drivers with 34 or more years’ experience, generally drivers over 50, would 
receive rate increases. 

 63% of California good drivers would receive rate increases. 
 56% of bad drivers could receive rate decreases.  

On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Vice Mayor Patterson, and unanimously approved, 
the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
RESOLUTION 04-16 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE REVISED JOB DESCRIPTIONS FOR THE POSITION 
OF ASSISTANT PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR/UTILITY MANAGER, CITY ENGINEER AND SENIOR CIVIL 
ENGINEER. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson discussed inserting CEQA as one of the qualifications in the job descriptions. 
After extensive discussion, it was decided that it would be best not to insert CEQA in the proposed job 
descriptions, as it would have a trickle down effect on many other job descriptions as well. 
 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney, and unanimously 
approved, the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
None 
 
REPORTS FROM THE CITY MANAGER: 
 
RESOLUTION 04-17 - A RESOLUTION CHANGING THE COMMITTEE NAME TO POLICE STATION AND 
CIVIC CENTER RESTORATION COMMITTEE AND AUTHORIZE THE EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS BY THE 
COMMITTEE. 
 
Chief Trimble introduced this item. He stated that on 1/20/04, the Mayor reported to Council there 
was discussion at the Civic Center Restoration and Public Safety Committee about changing their 
name. At that time, Council directed the City Attorney to draft a Resolution changing the name of the 
Committee. The Committee felt the name was more appropriate and succinct about what their task 
was. At the Committee’s meeting on 1/27/04, there was discussion about budgets. The Chairperson 
asked the Mayor for guidelines or direction on how much money the Committee has to spend on this 
project. Up until 1/27/04, the Committee had spent $6,300. There is $25,000 remaining in Beverly 
Prior’s contract. An additional $9,700 is needed for additional work by other consultants, and 
additional materials and supplies. 
 
Committee Chairperson Bonnie Silveria stated that although the architect’s costs are expensive, it is 
money well spent. She would feel more comfortable with some established Committee members. She 



stressed that the Committee needs to have a budget in place. 
 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney, and unanimously 
approved, the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
REPORTS FROM CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 
None 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mayor Messina adjourned the meeting at 10: 11 p.m. 
 
 
Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 
  


