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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
~~~ 

FEBRUARY 4, 2013 
 

For additional information on any of the items in this report, please see Contact List at the end of this report. 
 

-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   - 

JAMES LEMOS SWIM CENTER RE-OPENS:  With a group of dedicated lap swimmers 
waited anxiously for the doors to open, the James Lemos Swim Center opened on Friday, 
February 1.  The pool is currently open for Lap Swim only.   
 

February 1 – 24 Schedule: 
 Monday – Friday   3:30 PM - 5:30 PM 
 Saturday/Sunday/Holidays 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

Lap Swim Fees:      Resident    Non-Resident 
 8 – 54 years         $3.75    $5.75 
 Senior (55+)         $2.00    $3.75  

 

More information about upcoming swim lessons, 
classes, water aerobics & much more are available 
in our Activity Guide.  We have extra copies at the 
Benicia Community Center or check us out on 
facebook. – Parks & Community Services 
 
 

IMPRESSIONS OF ART HISTORY AT THE LIBRARY:  Artist Mernie Buchanan’s 
Impressions of Art History: Paris Salon is the current exhibit at the Marilyn Citron 
O’Rourke Gallery at the Benicia Public 
Library.  The exhibit features 250 works of 
art celebrating 700 years of museum 
masterpieces.  The Closing Reception will be 
Thursday, February 16, 1:00-4:00 PM in the 
Gallery.  She will be painting in the gallery 
Tuesday through Thursday, February 5-7 
from 5:00-7:00 PM.  Stop by to see this 
amazing artist at work.  – Library 
 
 
 

http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b0B0A93AC-A24D-4D9E-B9BB-B3F24F99E938%7d
http://www.facebook.com/pages/James-Lemos-Swim-Center/123891241014532
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FIRE DEPARTMENT RETIREMENTS:   After providing more than 36 years of dedicated 
service in the fire industry, Fire Chief Steve 
Vucurevich was feted by his friends, family, 
and fellow firefighters at a retirement gathering 
on December 20.    Chief Vucurevich began his 
career with the City of Benicia in January of 
2009. After being hired here, the Chief 
successfully set four principles for members of 
his department to follow:  
 

 Be nice, 
 be responsible, 
 be accountable, and 
 value relationships. 

 

He called for the department to provide excellent service as it 
worked to save lives, property and the environment.   
 

Retirement will give Chief Vucurevich more time to spend 
with his wife, Julie, his granddaughter, Charlotte, and to 
become further involved with Firefighters for Christ, a 
ministry with which he’s been involved for several years.   
 
In related news, Captain Carl Lunsted is retiring after 30 years 
of services with the Benicia Fire Department.  A farewell party 
is scheduled for Friday, February 15, 3:00-5:00 PM in the 
Training Room at Fire Station 11, 150 Military West.  Stop by 
and thank Carl for his service and wish him well in his future 
endeavors. – Fire Department 
 
 
TRIVIA BEE TICKETS ARE ON SALE:  The Trivia Bee is one of the best-loved affairs that 
takes place each year, and is the signature fundraising event of the Adult Literacy & ESL 
Program. This year’s Trivia Bee theme is Pirates of the Carquinez.   

 

The much-loved tradition, which began in 1992, is a 
trivia competition similar to the game show “Jeopardy”.  
The difference is that it is a team competition as opposed 
to individual players, and teams must answer the trivia 
questions correctly.  The competition consists of teams 
from local businesses and community groups, which vie 
for the honor of being Benicia's "Top Trivia Toads."   
There are three spirited rounds of trivia questions in a 
variety of categories such as entertainment and culture, 
sports, history and geography, cooking, literature, 
science and technology, and wild card. 
 

Tickets are now on sale now at the Library for the 
February 23 event at the Clocktower.  Make plans to 
form a team or have fun watching the competition. – 
Library 

http://benicialibrary.llwip.org/support/triviabee
http://benicialibrary.llwip.org/support/triviabee
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ANNUAL LOVE POETRY AWARDS CELEBRATION:  The Benicia 
Public Library announced the awards celebration announcing 
the winners of the Love Poetry contest on Sunday, February 
17, 2:00-4:00 PM at the Benicia Historical Museum, 2060 
Camel Road.  This event also honors the love story of Benicia’s 
own Concepción Argüello and Russian Nikolia Rezanov.  
Refreshments will be served.  – Library 
 
 
POETRY OUT LOUD:  Poetry is making a comeback among young people, thanks to 
programs like Poetry Out Loud. The Poetry Out Loud program encourages the nation’s 
youth to learn about great poetry through memorization and recitation and helps students 
master public speaking skills, build self-confidence and learn about their literary heritage. 
The program is fully funded by the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with 
the Poetry Foundation and state Arts Councils. 
 

Poetry Out Loud uses a pyramid structure that starts at the classroom level. Winners 
advance to a school-wide competition, then to a regional and/or state 
competition, and ultimately to the National Finals.  The California winner 
receives $200 and an all-expenses-paid trip to Washington, D.C. to 
compete in the national championship in April. His or her school wins 
too, with a $500 stipend for poetry books. A total of $50,000 in awards 
and stipends will be awarded at the nationals. Last year's national 
champion received $20,000.  Benicia teens competed on January 26 to 
represent Solano County at the state finals. Each student recited two 
poems.  
 

For other poetry lovers, the First Tuesday Poetry group will meet in the 
Dona Benicia room at the Benicia Public Library on Tuesday, February 5, 

at 6:30 PM. – Library 
 

 
YOUTH COMMISSION PLANTS TREES:  
The Benicia Youth Commission 
recently assisted the Benicia Tree 
Foundation to plant trees at Robert 
Semple Elementary School.  As part of 
the Benicia Tree Foundation’s Urban 

Forestry Initiative, they 
recruited volunteers to 
plant 80 trees at the 
school in January and 
February.  Ashley 
Howe, Recreation 
Supervisor and Youth 
Commissioner Advisor 
and nine Youth 
Commissioners volunteered from 9:00 AM – Noon on Saturday, January 
26 to dig holes, move and plant trees in support of the group’s efforts to 
grow the campus forest. – Parks & Community Services 

http://poetryoutloud.org/
http://arts.endow.gov/
Poetry Foundation
http://www.poetryoutloud.org/competition/national-finals
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LIBRARY BOOK CLUBS:  The Benicia Public Library offers a number of book clubs for 
readers of all ages, including:  
 

 Noon Mystery Book Club – First Wednesday of the 
month at noon in the Dona Benicia Room at the Library.  
The next meeting is February 6.   The book of the 
month is Where Memories Lie by Deborah Crombie. 

 Food for Thought Book Club – First Monday of the 
month in the Edna Clyne Room at the Library at 6:00 
PM.  The book for this month is Apron Anxiety: My 
Messy Affairs In and Out of the Kitchen by Alyssa 
Shelasky. 

 Kid’s Book Club – For kids in 4th and 5th grades, meet 
next on February 5 from 3:30-4:30 PM.  The book of the 
month is The Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly Stupid 
Tales by Jon Scieszka. 

 

Take time out of your busy schedule and join a book club. – Library 
 
 
MUSEUM PASSES:  The Benicia Public Library has partnered with the Contra Costa 

County Library System to make museum passes 
available for free to library users. Discover & Go 
allows you to reserve in advance and print out free 
museum passes to many of the local museums in 
the Bay Area without the need to come to the 
Library. Each museum has its own permissions 
and restrictions, so read the descriptions carefully.  
Choose from over 30 locations to visit including: 

Aquarium of the Bay, California Academy of Sciences, Pacific Pinball Museum, Lindsay 
Wildlife Museum, Zeum SF museum, and others. You may have two reservations at one 
time.  

 
Museum Passes (Not Available through Discover & Go):  The Library has passes to 
the Asian Art Museum and the Benicia Historical Museum at the Camel Barns on a First 
Come, First Serve basis. 
 

The Asian Art Museum pass admits 2 adults and 
children under 12 are free. Check their website for 
hours, holidays, and special events. 
 

The Benicia Historical Museum at the Camel Barns 
pass admits 4 people of any age with a 10% discount on 
museum events and store merchandise. Check their 
website for hours, holidays, and special events.  
 

Note: You must have a current library card AND live 
in Solano or Napa County to use this service.  For more information, go to the Library’s 
Website. – Library 
 

http://www.poetryoutloud.org/competition/national-finals
http://www.poetryoutloud.org/competition/national-finals
http://www.asianart.org/
http://www.beniciahistoricalmuseum.org/
http://www.benicialibrary.org/museumpasses
http://www.benicialibrary.org/museumpasses
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

The City Manager’s Report from City of Benicia City Manager Brad Kilger is published before each 
City Council meeting on the first and third Tuesday of the month.  For additional information on any of 
the items in this report, please contact one of the following departments: 

 
City Manager/Human Resources/Economic Development/I.T.:  707.746.4200 
City Attorney:  707.746.4216 
Community Development:  707.746.4280 
Finance Department:  707.746.4225 
Fire Department:  707.746.4275 
Library:  707.746.4343 
Parks & Community Services:  707.746.4285 
Police Department:  707.746.4265 
Public Works:  707.746.4240 


