
 
 

BENICIA PLANNING COMMISSION  

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

City Hall Council Chambers 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 

7:00 P.M. 

 

I. OPENING OF MEETING 

 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. Roll Call of Commissioners 

Present:   Commissioners Cohen-Grossman, Sherry, Smith, Sprague, 

Young and Chair Dean 

Absent:   Commissioner Oakes 

Staff Present: Amy Million, Principal Planner 

Kat Wellman, Contract Attorney 

Teresa Olson, Recording Secretary 

C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public  

 

II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Staff recommended that the Commission continue Item V. A. to the next meeting 

due to a lack of quorum.  

  

On motion of Commissioner Young, seconded by Commissioner Sherry, the 

agenda was adopted with the continuation of Item V. A. (963 Jefferson Street 

Appeal 15PLN-0002) to the March 12, 2015 meeting, by the following vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Cohen-Grossman, Sherry, Smith, Sprague, Young and 

Chair Dean 

Noes: None 

Absent: Commissioner Oakes 

Abstain: None 

 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

A.  WRITTEN– None.  

 

B.  PUBLIC COMMENT– None.  
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IV. ELECTION OF OFFICERS (CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR) 

Commission requested this item be moved to the April meeting.  

 

V. CONSENT CALENDAR 

On motion of Commissioner Cohen-Grossman, seconded by Commissioner Sherry, 

the consent calendar was approved after a minor revision to the minutes, by the 

following vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Cohen-Grossman, Sherry, Smith, Sprague, Young, and 

Chair Dean 

Noes:  None 

Absent: Commissioner Oakes 

Abstain: None 

 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF DECEMBER 11, 2014 REGULAR MEETING 

 

VI. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

 

A. DISCUSSION ITEM– ANALYZE THE CUMULATIVE VISUAL IMPACTS OF NEW 

TELECOMMUNICATION FACILITIES & NEW FEDERAL LAWS ON THE 

REGULATION OF WIRELESS TELECOMMUNCATION FACTILITIES 

   Ms. Million provided an overview of the discussion topic.  

 

The Commission asked various clarification questions of staff s on the 

federal law limiting local government approval for new wireless 

telecommunication facilities and spoke on the proximity of wireless 

facilities to one another and development regulations.. 

 

Ms. Million provided further clarified the new regulations. 

 

Public Comment was opened. 

 

Marilyn Bardet, Benicia Resident spoke on the topic, she inquired about 

the existing wireless telecommunication facility at 1400 East Second 

Street.  

 

Public Comment was closed. 

 

The Commission and staff briefly discussed the process for approving 

wireless facilities. 

 

VII.  COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 

 

A. UPDATE ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO STATE CEQA GUIDELINES 
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Ms. Million provided an overview of the proposed update to the State 

CEQA Guidelines. 

 

The Commission asked questions about the effective date of any changes 

in the guidelines, transit priority areas and the City setting their own criteria 

for significance thresholds with the new guidelines. 

 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

Commissioner Young inquired about the DEIR recirculation for the Valero Crude 

by Rail Project. 

 

Ms. Million advised the release date of the Recirculated DEIR is anticipated to be 

June 30, 2015. 

 

Commissioner Young offered suggestions on processes for public comments on 

the re-circulated DEIR by narrowing topics of the public comment per meeting. 

 

Ms. Wellman advised any future discussions on this item need to be agendized. 

 

Commissioner Smith advised the advisory committee has concluded the review of 

the sign ordinance and also spoke on her experience as a Commissioner and 

thanked her fellow commissioners. 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

 Chair Dean adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 


