
 
 

BENICIA PLANNING COMMISSION  

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS  

MINUTES 
 

Thursday, February 9, 2012 

6:00 p.m. 

 

I. OPENING OF MEETING 

 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. Roll Call of Commissioners 

Present: Don Dean, Rick Ernst, Belinda Smith, Lee Syracuse and Vice-

Chair Rod Sherry. 

Absent: Commissioner George Oakes (unexcused) 

 Chair Brad Thomas (excused) 

 

Staff Present: Kat Wellman, Contract Attorney 

Lisa Porras, Senior Planner 

Kathy Trinque, Administrative Secretary 

 

C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public - A plaque stating the Fundamental 

Rights of each member of the public is posted at the entrance to this meeting 

room per Section 4.04.030 of the City of Benicia’s Open Government Ordinance. 

 
II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 

On motion of Commissioner Dean, seconded by Commissioner Syracuse, the 

agenda was adopted by the following vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Dean, Ernst, Smith, Syracuse and Vice-Chair Sherry 

Noes: None 

Absent: Commissioner Oakes 

Abstain: None 

 

III. PROCLAMATION FOR BRAD THOMAS 

Lisa Porras, Senior Planner expressed thanks for Brad Thomas’s public service to 

the City of Benicia as Planning Commissioner and Planning Commission Chair. 
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Vice-Chair Sherry read the proclamation that was included in the meeting 

packet and commented that the City and the Planning Commission will miss 

Brad’s leadership in the future. 

 

Kat Wellman, Contract Attorney, expressed her appreciation for how Brad 

chaired Planning Commission meetings, his desire for all opinions to be heard 

and his eloquent way of summarizing the issues.  

 

IV. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Ms. Porras updated Commissioners that there are currently 3 Planning Commission 

seats with expired terms.  Since staff doesn’t expect the new Commissioners to be 

appointed this month, she recommended that the Planning Commission consider 

postponing the election of officers until the April meeting. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Dean and seconded by Commissioner Ernst, the 

Planning Commission agrees with staff’s recommendation to postpone the election 

of officers until the first meeting that new Planning Commissioners are appointed and 

present and adopted by the following vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Dean, Ernst, Smith, Syracuse and Vice-Chair Sherry 

Noes: None 

Absent: Commissioner Oakes 

Abstain: None 

 

V. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

A.  WRITTEN 

None. 

 

B.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

Commissioner Ernst, as director of the Solano County Fair committee, 

announced Agricultural Day being held on March 20. The event includes 

exhibits and speakers on this topic and he invited all 3rd grade classes to 

attend. 

 

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR 

Commissioner Dean pulled item B from the Consent Calendar. He requested 

some minor changes to the January 12, 2012 meeting minutes. Staff noted 

changes. 

 

Commissioner Smith pulled Item A from the Consent Calendar. She requested 

some minor changes to the December 8, 2011 meeting minutes. Staff noted 

changes. 

 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM DECEMBER 8, 2011 
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On motion of Commissioner Ernst, seconded by Commissioner Dean, the 

December 8, 2011 meeting minutes, with minor changes, were approved by the 

following vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Dean, Ernst, Syracuse and Vice-Chair Sherry.  

Noes: None 

Absent: Commissioner Oakes 

Abstain: Commissioner Smith 

 

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JANUARY 12, 2012 

 

On motion of Commissioner Ernst, seconded by Commissioner Dean, the January 

12, 2012 meeting minutes, with minor changes, were approved by the following 

vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Dean, Ernst, Smith, Syracuse and Vice-Chair Sherry 

Noes: None 

Absent: Commissioner Oakes 

Abstain: None 

 

VI.   REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

 

A.  UPGRADE OF EXISTING TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITY FOR 

AT&T/ERICSSON/FHMC AT 1471 PARK ROAD 

 

 PROPOSAL: 

The applicant requested Use Permit approval to upgrade an existing 

telecommunications facility adjacent to the existing water tank at 1471 

Park Road, in the northeast area of the site.  The purpose of this upgrade 

is to provide faster and more efficient telecommunication service to the 

City. The facility is under a lease agreement by the City and will require 

that Design Review and Use Permits be obtained prior to lease renewal. 

  

 Recommendation: 

 Approve Use Permit to upgrade an existing telecommunications facility 

including installation of three (3) new antennas, six (6) new radio remote 

units (RRUS), one (1) new surge suppressor, one (1) new global positioning 

system (GPS) receiver, and associated conduit and cabling located at 

the city-owned water tank site at 1471 Park Road, based on the findings 

and conditions of approval set forth in the draft Resolution.   
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Ms. Porras provided a brief overview of the proposed project, including staff’s 

recommendation, the project description, the site description and the purpose 

of the equipment upgrade, which is to provide faster and more efficient 

telecommunication service to the city. The facility is under a lease agreement 

with the City and will require that design review and use permits be obtained 

prior to lease renewal. The project is consistent with the City’s zoning ordinance. 

The project is categorically exempt from the CEQA pursuant to Section 15301 of 

the CEQA guidelines that exempts minor alterations to existing equipment. 

 

The applicant was not present to answer questions. 

 

Public Comment was opened. 

 

No public comment was received. 

 

Public Comment was closed. 

 

Commissioners held a discussion of the following: will the height of the existing 

tower be increased (no, the existing tower stays as is); will the new equipment 

replace the older equipment (no, new equipment is in addition to existing 

antennas already in place); is there a limit to the number of antenna that can 

be supported by the pole (not known -- when the applicant applies for their 

building permit, any structural issues are covered by that permit); if a pole fell, 

would it fall within the property area (there is no general public access close to 

the site, should it fall past the existing site and the lessee is the responsible 

party). 

 

Kat Wellman, Contract Attorney responded that there are engineering 

provisions in the lease to cover any damage related to equipment falling onto 

City property or adjacent property. 

 

Commissioners asked if the lease contains a provision for the applicant to 

remove equipment at the end of the lease (yes, within certain time frame after 

the lease ends all equipment must be removed); how long is the lease (5 years, 

renewable 3 or 4 times, for 15 to 20 years). 

 

On motion of Commissioner Ernst and seconded by Commissioner Syracuse, the 

proposed resolution was adopted by the Planning Commission of the City of 

Benicia at the regular meeting of said Commission held on the 9th day of 

February 2012 and adopted by the following vote: 
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Ayes:  Commissioners Dean, Ernst, Smith, Syracuse and Vice-Chair Sherry                          

Noes:  None 

Absent:  Commissioner Oakes 

Abstain:  None 

 

VI. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 

Ms. Porras passed out copies of the Planning Commission Work Program 

Recommendations from 2011. Since Commissioners had previously requested a 

status update, Ms. Porras suggested that Commissioners review the chart and staff 

will agendize formal review at a future meeting when new commissioners are 

seated. At that time a more in-depth review and prioritization may occur. 

 

Commissioner Dean asked when the # 1 priority “Update the use definitions in the 

Industrial Zones” will need to completed or what is the expected time when the 

Commission will work on it. 

 

Ms. Porras stated that the item, by direction of the City Manager, Economic 

Development Manager, Director of Public Works & Community Development, has 

integrated into a larger comprehensive economic development strategy for the 

industrial park. She will ask Mario Giuliani, Acting Economic Development 

Manager, to attend a future meeting to provide an overview of that effort. 

 

Vice-Chair Sherry suggested that this be placed on the April 2012 agenda, or at a 

date when the new Planning Commissioners are present. 

 

On motion made by Commissioner Ernst and seconded by Commissioner Dean, 

the Planning Commission requested that the Industrial Park economic 

development strategy project be agendized for the next meeting when new 

commissioners have been seated and adopted by the following vote: 

 

Ayes:  Commissioners Dean, Ernst, Smith, Syracuse and Vice-Chair Sherry  

Noes:  None 

Absent: Commissioner Oakes 

Abstain: None 

 

Ms. Porras informed the Commissioners that a General Plan progress report is in 

process and staff is planning to agendize it for the March 8 Planning Commission 

meeting so it may be presented to City Council in late March and submit it to the 

State Office of Planning & Research by April 1, 2012. 

 

Kathy Trinque, Administrative Secretary, announced that the City Council is 

having a special meeting on Saturday, February 11, 2012 at the Commanding 

Officers Quarters to review the City’s 2011/13 Strategic Plan. Commissioners and 
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members of the public are invited to attend. The agenda is posted to the City’s 

website for further details. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 

Commissioner Dean asked if staff would forward Planning Commissioners the 

current Department organizational chart. 

 

Commissioner Dean asked staff for the annual report on the wind turbine (to 

power internet equipment) at the water tank near Essex and Panorama. 

 

Ms. Porras responded that the operator of the internet equipment did submit a 

short report to the City. She stated that she will agendize it for the March Planning 

Commission  

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 pm. 


