
 
 

BENICIA PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS  
 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, February 11, 2009 

7:00 P.M. 
 
 

I. OPENING OF MEETING  
 
A. Pledge of Allegiance 
B. Roll Call of Commissioners 
 

Present:         Commissioners Richard Bortolazzo, Rick Ernst, Dan Healy, Rod Sherry, 
                        Lee Syracuse, Brad Thomas and Chair Railsback 
Absent:          None 
 
Staff Present:  Damon Golubics, Principal Planner 
                        Rhonda Corey, Senior Administrative Clerk 

Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney 
 
C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public - A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of 

each member of the public is posted at the entrance to this meeting room per Section 
4.04.030 of the City of Benicia’s Open Government Ordinance. 

 
II. AGENDA CHANGES AND DISCUSSION 

Item C- Pulled from Consent 
 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT  
 

A. WRITTEN  
None. 
 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT  
None. 
 

IV. PRESENTATION  
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A.   OPEN GOVERNMENT PRINCIPLES  
The City Attorney will be giving an overview of the Open Government Ordinance, 
including Brown Act, Conflict of Interest, Ethics, Public Records and Ex-Parte 
Communication. 
 
Heather McLaughlin gave a presentation regarding the above listed topics. All 
Commissioners signed a proof of participation certificate required to show completion of 
training regarding The Brown Act, Conflict of Interest Issues, Ethics and Due Process.  
 
Caution was urged regarding emails and blogs by Commissioners in reference to meeting 
issues. 
 

V. CONSENT CALENDAR 
On motion of Commissioner Ernst, seconded by Commissioner Sherry, Items A and B of the 
Consent Calendar were approved by the following vote: 
 
Ayes: Commissioners Bortolazzo, Ernst, Healy, Sherry, Syracuse, Thomas and Chair 

Railsback (On Item A only due to his absence from the meeting of December 11, 
2008) 

Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
 
A. Approval of Agenda  
B. Approval of Minutes of December 11, 2008 
 
C. 726 FIRST STREET – USE PERMIT CONDITION OF APPROVAL:  FINAL 

CONSIDERATION OF DESIGN OF OPEN-AIR PORCH STRUCTURE  -*Public 
Hearing 
08PLN-57 Use Permit 
726 First Street, APN: 89-341-010 
 
PROPOSAL: 
Per the project Use Permit findings and conditions of approval (PC Resolution No. 08-13), the 
design of the rear open-air porch structure requires final consideration by the Planning 
Commission after receiving Design Review approval from the Historic Preservation Review 
Commission (HPRC). 
  
Damon Golubics gave a presentation for final consideration by the Planning Commission 
recommending approval of the listed use permit design conditions. 
  
Recommendation:  Approve the design of the open-air porch structure located in the rear of 
the building at 726 First Street, based on the findings and subject to the conditions listed in 
the proposed Resolution. 
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Commissioner Ernst made an Ex-Parte disclosure of having entered the business on one 
occasion when the doors were open and it appeared that there was a public celebration 
going on regarding the business opening in the near future. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-1 (PC) - A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BENICIA APPROVING THE DES IGN OF 
THE OPEN-AIR PORCH STRUCTURE LOCATED IN THE REAR OF  THE 
BUILDING LOCATED AT 726 FIRST STREET  
 
On the motion of Commissioner Syracuse, seconded by Commissioner Healy, the above 
Resolution was adopted by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:  Commissioners Ernst, Healy, Sherry, Syracuse, Thomas and Chair 

Railsback 
Noes:   None 
Absent:  None 
Abstain:  Commissioner Bortolazzo  
 

VI. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS  
 

A. STRATEGIC PLAN UPDATE  – Staff will provide an update on the Commission’s 
Strategic Plan priorities. 

 
Recommendation:  Commission discuss 2007-09 Strategic Plan priorities and provide an 
updated list to Staff. 
 
Commissioners discussed the 2009-2011 Budget Planning Strategic Project Rankings and 
assembled a final priorities list as follows: 
 

1. Adopt and implement the Lower Arsenal Specific Plan and provide necessary 
funding (in progress) 

2. Ensure that the Benicia Business Park is appropriately planned and environmentally 
mitigated (in progress) 

3. Complete and implement the Climate Action Plan, adopt standards for green 
building and energy efficiency, and develop funding for energy efficiency projects 
(such as solar installation) (in progress) 

4. Enhance the appearance of City gateways. 
5. Update and/or develop consistent operating policies for restaurants/bars(e.g., 

entertainment, sidewalk access, alcohol restrictions, etc.). 
6. Review opportunities for additional pedestrian amenities for First Street. 
7. Seek ways to fund and construct a train and/or transit station. 
8. Study westside waterfront pathway system. 
9. Review Southampton open space policies (seek to intensify allowed uses in the 

open space areas). 
10.  Determine the feasibility of expanding Lake Herman and restoring Pine Lake (to 

expand water storage and capacity). 
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VII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF  
 
A. COMMISSION RULES & PROCEDURES – The adopted Rules and Procedures are 

being distributed by Staff to the Commission for review. 
 
Damon Golubics advised Commissioners to keep Commission Rules & Procedures in their binders 
for review and future reference. 
 
He thanked Commissioners for participating in the Housing Element Workshop and was pleased 
that it was well attended by the public. An administrative draft of the new Housing Element will be 
available on March 1, 2009 with a 30 day internal review and available for public review on April 
1, 2009. 
 
The next meeting of the Planning Commission on March 12, 2009 will include an update on the 
Climate Action Plan from Cal Poly Staff.  
 
New rules will be discussed for A-Frame signs in the Town Core Zoning District.     

 
VIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS  

Commissioner Healy advised fellow Commissioners that there is a link on the City of Benicia 
website with an update to the Climate Action Plan. Chair Railsback recommended that each 
Commissioner view the information on the website. 
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT  
Chair Railsback adjourned the meeting at 7:56 pm.  
 


