
 
 

BENICIA HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

City Hall Commission Room 

Thursday, February 23, 2012 

6:30 P.M. 

 

I. OPENING OF MEETING:   

 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. Roll Call of Commissioners 

Present:  Commissioners Haughey, Mang, McKee, Taagepera, Van 
Landschoot, White and Chair Crompton 
Absent: None 
Staff Present:  
Amy Million, Principal Planner 
Stacy Hatfield, Sr. Admin. Clerk, Recording Secretary  

C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public  

 

II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 

 

On motion of Commissioner Van Landschoot, seconded by Commissioner White, 
the Agenda was approved by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:  Commissioners White, Mang, Haughey, Taagepera, McKee, Van 

Landschoot and Chair Crompton 
Noes:  None 
 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT 

None 
 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 
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IV. PRESENTATIONS 

None 
 

V. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
A. Approval of the Special Joint Workshop Minutes from the January 12, 2012 

Meeting with the Benicia Planning Commission and the Benicia Historic 

Preservation Review Commission. 

 
Commissioner McKee requested Chair Crompton pull the minutes from the 
January 12, 2012 Joint Workshop to make the following change: 
 

• On page 7, under Commissioner Steve McKee, item number 1 should read,  
“He believes that Blake Ct. should not extend into the parking lot.”   

 
On motion of Commissioner McKee, seconded by Commissioner White, the 
minutes were approved with the above modification by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:   Commissioners White, Mang, McKee, Van Landschoot and Chair 

Crompton 
Noes:  None 
Abstain:  Vice Chair Taagepera and Commissioner Haughey 
 
B. Approval of Minutes of January 26, 2012  

 
Vice Chair Taagepera requested Chair Crompton pull the minutes from the 
January 26, 2012 meeting in order to make the following changes: 
 

• Correct the spelling of her name in a few places, and on page 3 the last 
sentence under Recommendation should read, “the Commissioners 
agreed to modify Condition 2 to state that any minor changes to these 
conditions could be addressed at the staff level.” 

 
On motion of Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner Mang, the 
minutes were approved with the above modifications by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:  Commissioners White, Mang, Haughey, Taagepera, McKee, Van 

Landschoot and Chair Crompton 
Noes:   None 

 
VI. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

 

A. MILLS ACT CONTRACT ANNUAL INSPECTION REPORT 
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Staff presented the Mills Act Compliance Report to the Commissioners.  
Amy Million stated that 24 properties are in compliance based on Exhibits 
B and C of their contract, one property is out of compliance with Exhibit B 
of their contract, and six are out of compliance with Exhibit C of their 
contract.  Staff sent out letters to the Mills Act property owners who are not 
in compliance and will follow-up with phone calls or email if there is no 
response.  Commissioner Van Landschoot requested a status update on 
the properties that are out of compliance at the March 22, 2012 meeting.  

 

Staff was requested to provide an update at the next meeting on where 
the City is in regard to the number of Mills Act contracts and the $30,000 
budgeted allowance allocated to the program. 
 

B. PRIORITY LIST OF DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
Staff gave a brief overview of the Commission’s Priority List of Discussion 
Items.  In addition to the items already on the list, Commissioners 
expressed interest in adding four more, including a discussion on “in-kind,” 
a discussion on Historic District disclosures to prospective property owners, 
development of a City brochure, and providing more public outreach, 
possibly through a workshop.   
 
Commissioner Haughey discussed how Historic District disclosures are 
handled in Benicia from a realtor’s perspective.  She believes it is very 
unlikely that someone buying a house in Benicia’s Historic District would 
be unaware of it.  Commissioners discussed what it would take to include 
on deeds that a home is located in the Historic District.  Staff will look into 
the process and the costs associated with this.    
 
Commissioners discussed what the definition of  “in-kind” is since there 
seems to be two different interpretations.  City staff interprets the term to 
mean that a new building element can replace the same materials 
already existing, and Commissioners interpret it to mean that it would 
require replacing materials with the same type of materials original to the 
building.   The Commissioners emphasized the need to come to an 
agreement with all parties on the exact meaning.  Commissioner White 
suggested turning to the State for help on defining the term.   
 
Staff resources were also discussed in regard to completing some of the 
topics on the priority list.  The Commission wants to be realistic with what 
they can expect to get accomplished. Staff indicated that Charlie Knox, 
the Public Works & Community Development Director, might have more 
insight after Council’s upcoming discussion on the role of the 
Commissions.   



 4

 
Per the Commissioners’ discussions, the Priority List of Discussion Items is 
going to be amended as follows:  
 

• Downtown Mixed Use Master Plan Review is moved to priority No.1. 
• Downtown Historic Conservation Plan Update shall be merged with 

definitions of “repair”, “emergency” and “minor” and moved to No. 
2. 

• Title 17.54 moved to No. 3. 
• Commanding Officer’s Quarters – Standards of Use is removed. 
• Arsenal Historic Context – CLG Grant, moved to Strategic Plan 

Projects, last item. 
• Historic District Boundaries, moved to Strategic Plan Projects. 

 
Chair Crompton recommended that the discussion items be grouped by 
which adopted ordinances and/or plans would need to be modified in 
order to change the process or regulations. Commissioner Taagepera 
suggested that Item No. 7, Historic Context Recommendations, be 
expanded to list all of the recommendations outlined in the Historic 
Context Statement for the Downtown.  The Commission requested that 
staff reorganize the list based on the comments provided and bring it 
back to the Commission for further discussion at their March 22, 2012 
meeting.  

 
VII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 

 

A. CALIFORNIA PRESERVATION FOUNDATION 2012 CONFERENCE 

 

Staff presented information on the California Preservation Foundation 2012 
Conference.  All Commissioners are invited to attend the Conference, and staff 
would like to receive RSVPs from the Commissioners as soon as possible so the 
appropriate arrangements can be made. 
 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 

• Commissioner McKee stated that he liked hearing Chair Crompton’s 
input on how design review is handled in other cities.   

• Vice-Chair Taagepera wanted information on how the updated Figure 1 
map will be inserted into the DHCP.  

• Commissioner Haughey discussed Sanborn Maps and how they can be 
used to determine the age of some properties. 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Crompton adjourned the meeting at 8:55p.m. 


