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BENICIA HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

City Hall Commission Room 

Thursday, February 24, 2011 

6:30 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

I. OPENING OF MEETING 

 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. Roll Call of Commissioners 

 

Present:      Commissioners Crompton, Mang, McKee, Taagepera (arrived at 

6:35 p.m.), Van Landschoot, and Chair Haughey 

Absent:       Commissioner White 

 

Staff Present: 

Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney 

Harvey Higgs, Building Official 

Gina Eleccion, Management Analyst 

  

C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public - A plaque stating the 

Fundamental Rights of each member of the public is posted at the 

entrance to this meeting room per Section 4.04.030 of the City of Benicia’s 

Open Government Ordinance. 

 

II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 

 

On motion of Commissioner Crompton, seconded by Commissioner Taagepera, 

the agenda was adopted by the following vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Crompton, Mang, McKee, Taagepera, and Chair 

Haughey 
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Noes:  None 

Absent: Commissioner Van Landschoot (arrived late) 

Abstain: None 

 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT 

None. 

 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 

 

IV. PRESENTATIONS 
 
A.   OPEN GOVERNMENT PRINCIPLES 

The City Attorney will make a presentation on the Open Government 

ordinance.  The Open Government ordinance requires that all public 

officials and some employees read the Open Government Ordinance and 

attend an annual training on the ordinance.  This training will also include a 

review of the Brown Act, the City’s Code of Conduct and other related 

documents. 

 

Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, gave an overview of Open 

Government Principles.  The goal is to make government more transparent.  

She reviewed the timeframes for meetings and agendas.  She 

recommended using caution with email.  She noted that there are Conflict 

of Interest penalties, which individual commissioners are responsible for.   

Public records were discussed.  The Code of Conduct and the 

Whistleblower Policy were reviewed. 

 

V. CONSENT CALENDAR 

On motion of Commissioner Crompton, seconded by Commissioner Taagepera, 

the Consent Calendar was approved by the following vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Crompton, Mang, McKee, Taagepera, Van 

Landschoot, and Chair Haughey 

Noes:  None 

Absent: Commissioner White 

Abstain: None 
 

A. Approval of Minutes of January 27, 2011 

 

VI. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
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A. WINDOW STANDARDS 

 

PROPOSAL: 

Commission will review and discuss window standards in relation to the 

Historic District.  This addresses Priority 2.1 of the commission’s Priority List of 

Discussion Items. 

 

Gina Eleccion, Management Analyst, gave an overview of the window 

workshop.  She introduced Jon Fleming, Insight Glass, who brought window 

samples.  The various window samples were shown.  There was a discussion 

regarding maintenance and painting of clad windows.  The difference in 

price was discussed.   

 

A recess was called at 7:56 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened at 8:03 p.m. 

 

There was no public comment on this item. 

 

Commissioners discussed the issue.  There was discussion over whether or 

not the current window policy should be changed.  There were comments 

that the clad windows are easier to maintain and should be an option for 

historic property owners.  Commissioners were glad to hear that there are 

wood-treated windows that have a 20-year warranty.  Commissioners 

commented that clad windows might be appropriate when not viewable 

from the public right-of-way.   

 

Commissioners made recommendations to the current resolution.  The 

following was modified: 

 

1. Remove in-kind and replace with wood or historically appropriate 

material. 

2. Delete the sentence that refers to low-E and insulated glass. 

3. Staff can approve a dual-paned window that conveys the visual 

appearance of the original.   

 

On motion of Commissioner Crompton, seconded by Commissioner 

McKee, and carried by all commissioners, the above changes were 

approved. 

 

B. PRIORITY LIST OF DISCUSSION ITEMS – Continued from January 27, 2011 

Staff and Commission will discuss and review the Commission’s discussion 

items, including ranking of topics.   
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Gina Eleccion gave an overview of the list.  She noted that the City Council 

will hold a meeting to get input from the Commissions.  All work plans will be 

approved by the City Council.   

 

There was a question as to whether or not staff will apply for a Certified 

Local Government Grant.  There was a desire to form an ad hoc 

committee to look at some of the items on the list.   

 

Commissioners discussed specific items on the list.  Items were added to the 

list and reprioritized.   

 

Staff noted that the City Council will be holding a meeting with the 

commissions on March 22nd.  They will discuss the budget and strategic plan 

projects.   

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 

 

A. UPDATE ON 251 WEST G STREET   

Gina Eleccion provided an update to the Commission on this issue.  The 

applicant changed the window after obtaining approval.  Staff was 

unaware of this change.  It would not have required Commission-level review 

to change the window, so it is not necessary to bring this issue back to the 

Commission.  

 

Gina Eleccion noted that the Historic Context was accepted.  She also 

noted that there is a bike rack task force meeting on Monday, March 7th. 

 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 

Commissioner Van Landschoot thanked Gina Eleccion for her work on the historic 

context.   

 

Commissioner Van Landschoot recommended we allow a member of the 

audience to speak that missed public comment.  The Commission approved of 

this.  

 

Jon Nolen, 128 West F – Commented on his project.  He would like to bring back 

this project to review the stairs.  The Commission advised him to work with staff. 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Haughey adjourned the meeting at 9:45 p.m. 
 


