
 
BENICIA HISTROIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
 

City Hall Commission Room 

Thursday, January 26, 2012 

6:30 p.m. 

 

I. OPENING OF MEETING 

 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. Roll Call of Commissioners 

Present:  Commissioners Haughey, Mang, McKee, Taagepera, Van 

Landschoot, White and Chair Crompton 

Absent:  None 

Staff Present:  

Mark Rhoades, Interim Land Use and Engineering Manager 

Amy Million, Principal Planner 

Lisa Porras, Senior Planner 

Stacy Hatfield, Sr. Admin. Clerk, Recording Secretary 

 

Lisa Porras introduced Amy Million, the City’s new Principal Planner, to the 

Commissioners.  Lisa highlighted Amy’s previous work experience and 

accomplishments and explained that Amy will be taking over as Secretary 

to the HPRC Commission. 

 
C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public 

 
II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 

 

On motion of Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner Haughey, the 

Agenda was approved by the following vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners White, Mang, Haughey, Taagepera, McKee, Van 

Landschoot and Chair Crompton 

Noes: None 

Absent: None 

Abstain: None 

 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 



 2

 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT 

None 

 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

 

IV. PRESENTATIONS 

None 

 

V. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

A. Approval of Minutes of December 15, 2011 

 

On motion of Commissioner White, seconded by Vice Chair Taagepera, the 

minutes of the December 15, 2011 meeting were approved by the following vote: 

 
Ayes: Commissioners White, Mang, Haughey, Taagepera, McKee, and Van 

Landschoot  

Noes: None 

Absent: None 

Abstain: Chair Crompton 
 

VI. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

 

A. DESIGN REVIEW FOR MODIFICATION TO THE EXISTING LANDSCAPING AT 938 

TYLER STREET (CONTINUED) 

 

   11PLN-00044 - Design Review 

   938 Tyler Street – Carpenter Shop 

   APN:  0087–141-060 

 
   PROPOSAL: 

 The applicant requests design review approval for modifications to the 

landscaping at 938 Tyler Street in the Benicia Arsenal Historic District.  This is 

a continued discussion from the December 15, 2011 Historic Preservation 

Review Commission meeting, whereas the Commission approved the 
removal of the non-historic shed addition on the front façade and 

requested additional information on the proposed landscaping 

modifications.  The subject building is located within the Benicia Arsenal 

National Register Historic District and is locally designated as a Landmark 

building in the Arsenal Historic Conservation Plan. 

 
 Recommendation:  Approve the design review request for landscaping 

modifications at the existing Carpenter Shop (Building No. 57) at 938 Tyler 
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Street, based on the findings and subject to the conditions of approval set 

forth in the proposed resolution. 

 

 Staff presented the project to the Commissioners and discussed the 
proposed landscaping modifications including a new retaining wall, stairs, 

railing and plant material. 

 

 The Applicant, Mike Potter of Therma-Flite Inc., presented additional 

renderings of the project to the Commissioners that included more detail.  It 

is the Applicant’s intention to make the building look more original and to 

provide additional parking.  Mr. Potter explained that the concrete wall 

would be textured to match the look of the sandstone building.  A couple 

of large red Japanese Maples will be planted in front of the building as 

well. 

 

 The Commission, with the addition of language that addresses the 

following, approved resolution 12-1: 
 

• The type of red Japanese Maple trees to be planted must be of the 

larger upright variety such as a ‘Bloodgood’ or similar.   

• The texture of the concrete retaining wall is to match the sandstone 

trim color and texture on the original building. 
• The Commissioners agreed to modify Condition 2 to state that any 

minor changes to these conditions could be addressed at the staff 

level.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 12-1 (HPRC) – A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTROIC PRESERVATION 

REVIEW COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BENICIA APPROVING DESIGN REVIEW FOR 

MODIFICATIONS TO THE EXISTING LANDSCAPING AT 938 TYLER STREET (11PLN-

00044) 

 

On motion of Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner Van Landschoot, 

the proposed resolution for modifications to the existing landscaping at 938 Tyler 

Street was approved by the following vote: 

 
Ayes: Commissioners White, Mang, Haughey, Taagepera, McKee, Van 

Landschoot and Chair Crompton 

Noes: None 

Absent: None 

Abstain: None 

 

B. UPGRADE TO AN EXISTING WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITY FOR 

AT&T/ERICSSON/FHMC AT 1471 PARK ROAD 

  

 11PLN-00071 – Design Review 
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 1471 Park Road – AT&T Wireless, Modification to Existing Wireless Facility 

 APN:  080-140-670 

 

 PROPOSAL: 

 The applicant requests Design Review approval to upgrade an existing 

telecommunications facility adjacent to the existing water tank at 1471 

Park Road, in the northeast area of the site.  This facility received Design 

Review approval in 1991, which required minimizing visibility of the cellular 

site by painting the antenna pole light blue (to match the sky) and painting 

two small buildings tan (to match landscape).  The purpose of this upgrade 

is to provide faster and more efficient service.  This facility is under a lease 

agreement by the City and will require that Design Review and Use Permits 

be obtained prior to lease renewal.  Pursuant to Benicia Municipal Code 

Section 17.70.250 “D” and 17.108.060 “B”, this project requires Design 

Review approval by the Historic Preservation Review Commission given its 

use, zone designation, and location within the Arsenal Historic District. 

 
 Recommendation:  Approve Design Review request to upgrade an existing 

telecommunications facility including installation of three (3) new antennas, 

six (6) new PRUS, one (1) new surge suppressor, one (1) new GPS receiver, 

and associated conduit and cabling located at the city-owned water tank 

site at 1471 Park Road, based on the findings and conditions of approval 
set forth in the Draft Resolution. 

 

 Staff presented the scope of the project to the Commission, including the 

equipment to be added to the site and explained that the purpose of the 

project is to achieve faster cell service.  Staff stated that this project would 
not significantly impact any of the City’s historic resources.  Staff also 

pointed out that condition of approval # 5 in draft resolution should be 

removed, as it does not apply to this project. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 12-2 (HPRC) – A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

REVIEW COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BENICIA APPROVING DESIGN REVIEW FOR 

UPGRADES TO AN EXISTING WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITY AT 1471 PARK 

ROAD(11PLN-71) 

 

On motion of Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner McKee, the 

proposed resolution for design review for upgrades to an existing wireless 

communication facility at 1471 Park Road was approved by the following vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners White, Mang, Haughey, Taagepera, McKee, Van 

Landschoot and Chair Crompton 

Noes: None 

Absent: None 

Abstain: None 
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C. CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT (CLG) ANNUAL REPORT 

  

 Staff presented the CLG Annual Report to the Commission for review and 

discussion.  The report is due January 31, 2012.  There was some additional 
discussion among the Commissioners regarding the distinction between 

certified ordinances, internal policies, and what constitutes law. 

 

 Commissioners also discussed and sought clarification on the following 

items: 

 

• Page 2 under the Reminder Note – What language is included on title 

reports in Benicia concerning historic designation? 

 

• Obtaining a copy of the environmental checklist referred to on page 

4. 

 

• In the future, Amy Million’s name will appear on page 6 in place of 
Doug Vu’s name. 

 

• Vice Chair Taagepera recounted recent training courses she has 

attended that can be included on page 9. 

 
• On page 9 item III., instead of reporting not applicable, change our 

response to say that we are working on maintaining a system for the 

survey and inventory of properties that furthers the purposes of the 

National Historic Preservation Act. 

 
• On page 11 item 1V.A., regarding adequate public participation, 

include that we hosted a “meet and greet” in 2011.  Staff also 

suggested that the Historic Context Award should be included in this 

section. 

 
D. DESIGN REVIEW EXEMPTION APPLICATION 

 

 PROPOSAL: 

 Pursuant to the Commissioner’s request, staff presented the Design Review 

Exemption form for both the Downtown and Arsenal Historic Districts for 

review and discussion. 

 

 Staff is trying to devise a system to make sure that Benicia’s historic 
resources are better protected in the future.  As part of this process, prior to 

permit issuance the building inspector will be visiting the job site to verify 

that the scope of work is consistent with how it was presented at the 

counter.  The Commissioners discussed what “in-kind” really means. 
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 Commissioners expressed some concern that the language on the front of 

the form in the AHCP and the DHCP paragraphs is confusing.  If the 

applicant simply answers relevant questions on the form, there is no 

language to interpret or misinterpret.  Staff commented that the form will 
be revisited, and that is may be best to simplify it by deleting the language 

on the first page. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 

 

Staff informed the Commissioners that they are working on setting up a workshop 

with the Office of Historic Preservation (OHP).  It was noted that OHP is not as 

flexible as they once were, and one of their prerequisites is that the meeting will 

need to be multi-agency / multi-jurisdictional. 

 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 

Commissioner White pointed out that there are 4 to 5 pieces of granite curbing 
along A Street and he would like to see the City maintain them and keep them 

clean. 

 

Vice Chair Taagepera would like the Commission to start addressing some of the 

following items: 
 

• Revisit the Commission’s priority list of projects and assemble an ad 

hoc committee, if necessary, to accomplish some of the items on the 

list. 

 
• Work (big picture) on the preservation program. 

 

• Correct possible inconsistencies on the Downtown Historic District 
map. 

 

• Discuss Historic District disclosures to prospective property owners. 

 

• Develop a City brochure that can be handed out at the counter 

informing people what it means to buy a house in Benicia’s Historic 

District. 

 

• Provide more public outreach, possibly through a workshop series. 

 
Commissioner Haughey would like to agendize a discussion on what “in kind” 

really means, along with a discussion on disclosures.  

 
Commissioner Mang commented that he thought the January 12, 2012 workshop 

with both the Planning Commission and the HPRC Commission was confusing, 
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especially for the applicant.  Commissioner Mang thought the format was not 

good and the design review comments were confusing.  Staff commented that 

the applicant’s architect called after the workshop to express that the information 

he received gave him answers to the questions he was looking for. 
 

Commissioner Van Landschoot talked about the staff and Commissioners 

attending the California Preservation Foundation workshops in May.  Staff will look 

into this and will report back to the Commission.  Commissioner Van Landschoot 

also agrees with forming subcommittees, if necessary, to work on outstanding 

goals including getting notice to homeowners that they are located in the Historic 

District, conducting outreach to the Historic District homeowners and invite them 

to attend workshops, and possibly restore our previous plaque program. 

 

Staff updated the Commissioners that two candidates have been interviewed for 

the two available Commissioner positions. 

   

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chair Crompton adjourned the meeting at 8:33p.m. 


