
March 5, 2002
The Benicia City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers. Copies of Council Agendas are available in the City Clerk's office on the 
Friday afternoon before the Council meeting.

MINUTES OF THE
REGULAR MEETING - CITY COUNCIL
March 5, 2002

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by Mayor 
Steve Messina at 7:31 p.m. Tuesday, March 5, 2002, in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 
East L Street, complete proceedings of which are recorded on tape.

ROLL CALL:
Present:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina
Absent:   None

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Mayor Messina led the pledge to the flag.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Mayor Messina announced that the polls were still open for anyone who had not voted in the 
Primary Election.

Council Member Smith announced that the Solano County Comprehensive Transit Plan was 
now available in draft form for review; will come before the Council at the March 19, 2002 
meeting; a meeting for public input will be held on March 28, 2002 in the Council Chambers or 
the Library; contains many important issues.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA:
Mayor Messina asked if there were any changes to the Agenda.

On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Bidou, and unanimously 
carried, the Agenda was adopted as presented.

COMMUNICATIONS:
WRITTEN:
Mayor Messina stated that a letter had been received from the Chamber of Commerce, which 
would be read into the record later on in the meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Richard Saccomano, 262 East 2nd Street, spoke on the need for a new Police Facility; long 
overdue.
James O. Milburn, 280 East J Street, read an old statement referring to the need for a new Fire 
Station, Fire Museum and Police Station.
Teresa Greenwell, property owner at East 4th Street and L, spoke on the concerns of property 
owners and residents on the impacts of the Police Facility/City Hall Complex and the Eagle Glen 
Condominiums on Neighborhood Traffic, Circulation and Parking; requested a Traffic Study and 



an Environmental Impact Report be done for the combined projects; possible General Plan 
conflict; presented a letter signed by the residents in the area.
Bob Mutch, 695 Knight Drive, requested that citizens take advantage of the disaster training 
provided by the BERT Program; contact the Fire Department.
      Council Member Campbell asked if there were funds set aside for this program.

      Otto Giuliani, City Manager, stated that there were funds available for the program.
Cathy Ann Hewitt, 266 East B Street, spoke on Proposition 10 funding currently available, 
recruitment for teachers to be held on April 20, 2002 and CPR classes that are given by the Red 
Cross.
Ruth Burdick, 356 Military East, requested that the Eagle Glen Project, concerning traffic, 
parking and the possibility of hazardous materials on the site, be placed on the Agenda.
      Council Member Smith questioned if these subjects could be placed on the Agenda for the 
meeting of March 19, 2002.

      Otto Giuliani, City Manager, stated that this project would be brought to the Council at the 
second meeting in April.
Catie Smith and Ginger Greenleaf, 365 Military East, spoke on the displacement of the Girl 
Scouts; stated that it would be difficult for the Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts to share a building; 
requested a separate space.
Dave Watson, Police Officer, 588 Rose Drive, listed inadequacies of the current Police Station; 
in support of the proposed Police Facility.
Johanna Merager, 1001 East 5th Street, requested that the promise given to the Girl Scouts for 
a Scout House be kept; would like a separate facility.
Diana Smith, 365 Military East, stated that a shared space for the Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts 
limits the usage of the building; uses are different; spoke on the impact to the neighborhood 
from parking and overly dense traffic created by Jazzercise and the Stage One Dance Studio on 
Military East; expressed concern over the cost of the new Police Facility.
Linda Boessenecker, Executive Director, Napa/Solano Girl Scouts of America, clarified that in a 
meeting with the City Manager assurance was given that there would be a space provided for 
the Girl Scouts.
      Council Member Campbell announced that the pool was now open; requested that the next 
time the water is heated the pool covers be left on. 

CONSENT CALENDAR:

Mayor Messina asked if there were any requests for items to be pulled.

On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney, and unanimously 
carried, the following items were approved under the Consent Calendar:

Minutes of February 19, 2002

Denial of claim and referral to insurance carrier (Brooks)

Denial of claim and referral to insurance carrier (Caples)

Waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and adopted pursuant to this Agenda.



(END OF CONSENT CALENDAR)

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

POLICE FACILITY/CITY HALL COMPLEX STAFF REPORT AUTHORIZING SCOPE OF WORK 
TO DEVELOP BUILDING PLANS, SELECT SCHEME NUMBER AND IDENTIFY FUNDING
Otto Giuliani, City Manager, informed the Council that a revised Resolution had been presented 
to them this evening; clarified changes to the Resolution; listed the four actions to be voted on: 
(1) Conceptual approval to Scheme 8, (2) Authorize the City Manager to execute an amendment 
to the Agreement with Beverly Prior Architects for work necessary to prepare the project for 
bidding, (3) Authorize the expenditure of up to $1,276,824 of monies previously allocated for 
completion of architectural and engineering design, (4) Approve in concept the use of 
Certificates of Participation for the construction and completion of this Project; Council would not 
be taking action on: (1) mandating of future funds, (2) committing to building Scheme 8, (3) 
financial decisions until after the bids were opened in October/November; compared this project 
to the last six large projects completed by the City.

Jim Trimble, Police Chief, gave the answers to questions asked at a prior Public Workshop, 
concerning Police Facilities that had been constructed in other cities, costs, space allocations 
and the possible use of an existing building in the Arsenal.

Twelve concerned citizens spoke on this matter.

Council Member Campbell questioned costs of facilities in Concord and Vacaville, current 
holding cells, need for a secure interviewing room and possible off-site storage; agrees with use 
of Certificates of Participation for the Police Station only; possible bond issue for Civic Center 
improvements. Council Member Smith stated that the cost for this project was too high; Blue 
Ribbon Panel process was flawed; space allocated for evidence, property storage and physical 
training areas was excessive; Police Station needed, but there are many other Capital 
Improvement projects that need to be addressed.

Council Member Bidou stated his support for the project; approval tonight limited to the four 
points in the Resolution.

Council Member Whitney pointed out the need to move ahead on this project; use utility users 
tax funds; education of the public very important; named other City projects which provoked 
controversy that are now pointed to with pride; project change orders should be zero.

Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, clarified that only conceptual approval is being voted on this 
evening; when project is brought back final decisions to approve all or part of the project can be 
made.

Mayor Messina noted that 50% of the increase for space allocations occurs in only two areas; 
questioned these allocations; expressed support for the project; would like the Architects to 
bring the project back to the Council by the last meeting in October.

Beverly Prior, Architect, confirmed that a timeline/schedule would be the first thing that would be 
done on this project.



Council Member Campbell restated his request to pursue offsite storage availability.

Council took the following action:
RESOLUTION NO. 02-31 - A RESOLUTION GIVING CONCEPTUAL APPROVAL TO SCHEME 
8 FOR A NEW POLICE FACILITY AND CIVIC CENTER IMPROVEMENTS, AUTHORIZING 
THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT AMENDMENT, GIVING CONCEPTUAL 
APPROVAL TO ISSUE CERTIFICATES OF PARTICIPATION FOR CONSTRUCTION AND 
COMPLETION OF THE PROJECT, AND AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS 
PREVIOUSLY ALLOCATED FOR THE PROJECT
On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Bidou, the above 
Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote:
Ayes: Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Whitney and Mayor Messina
Noes: Council Member Smith

ADJOURNMENT:
Mayor Messina adjourned the meeting at 10:39 p.m.


