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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
~~~ 

MARCH 24, 2014 
 

For additional information on any of the items in this report, please see Contact List at the end of this report. 
 

-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   - 
 

USE WATER WISELY: Water Conservation is more important now 
than ever. The Benicia City Council requests your help in achieving the 
goal of reducing water consumption by 20% citywide.   
 
Water is essential to each of us every day. But it is a limited resource, so 
we all need to rethink the way we use water on a daily basis. By 
following these water saving tips inside your home, you can help save 
water every day: 

• Install a water efficient clothes washer and a high efficiency toilet.  Rebates 
available for both at SolanoSavesWater.org.   

• Run full loads in your washing machine and dishwasher. 
• Install a low-flow shower head and take shorter showers.  
• Put food coloring in your toilet tank. If it seeps into the bowl without flushing, 

there’s a leak.  Fix it and start saving gallons. 
• Turn water off when brushing teeth or shaving. 

 
More information on our water usage is in the Update from Public Works at the end of 
this report. Check out SolanoSavesWater.org for helpful tips and water rebate 
information, then visit SustainableBenicia.org for rebate information and 
BeniciaSavesEnergy.org to sign up for a free residential water 
assessment. – Public Works 
 
 

SUMMER TEEN VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:  The City of 
Benicia is seeking teen volunteers for the Junior Leader 
(Camp) and Junior Guard & Lesson Aid (Pool) Programs. 
These programs incorporate leadership training and practical 
experience and are a great way for individuals 8th grade and up to explore future job 
opportunities. Applications will be available to pick up at the Community Center, 370 
East L Street, in April and are due May 23. – Parks & Community Services 

http://www.solanosaveswater.org/
http://www.solanosaveswater.org/
http://sustainablebenicia.org/
http://www.beniciasavesenergy.org/
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THE DASHIELL HAMMETT TOUR OF SAN FRANCISCO:  
Take a virtual tour with Don Herron over the fog-
shrouded hills stalked by Sam Spade and other hard-
boiled characters created by San Francisco's most famous 
mystery writer, Dashiell Hammett. As part of the Benicia 
Reads The Maltese Falcon program, co-sponsored by 
Benicia High School, the Friends of the Library, and the 
Benicia Public Library, Don Herron will be at the Benicia 
Public Library for The Dashiell Hammett Tour on 
Monday, March 31 at 7:00 PM. – Library 
 
 

RELAY FOR LIFE IS 
COMING:  Mark your 
calendars for the 2014 
American Cancer 
Society Relay for Life, 
August 16-17 at Benicia 
High School.   
 
Many local organizations 
form teams to “Walk 
Around the Clock” to 
fight against cancer.  
There is even a City of 

Benicia employee team, the “City Haulers”. If you 
interested in joining the team or forming one of your 
own, contact Gina Eleccion at 707.746.4278 for more 
information. – Community Development 
 
 

CITY OF BENICIA JOB OPPORTUNITIES:  The Human Resources Department is 
accepting applications for the following positions:   

• Recreation Leader part-time, closing April 13 
• Lifeguards, Swim Instructors & Pool Cashiers part-time, opening mid-April 
• Police Officer – Lateral, open continuously 

 
To apply, the application and supplemental forms can be filed online at: 
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/benicia/default.cfm. City of Benicia employment 
applications may also be obtained from and must be returned to the Human Resources 
Department at 250 East L Street, Benicia. 
 

These job opportunities are open to any current City of 
Benicia employees (full or part time) as well as the 
general public. If you know of someone who may be 
interested in applying, please let them know. – Human 
Resources 
 

http://www.donherron.com/
http://www.relayforlife.org/beniciaca
http://www.donherron.com/
mailto:geleccion@ci.benicia.ca.us?subject=Relay%20for%20Life
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/benicia/default.cfm?action=viewJob&jobID=843838&hit_count=yes&headerFooter=1&promo=0&transfer=0&WDDXJobSearchParams=%3CwddxPacket%20version%3D%271%2E0%27%3E%3Cheader%2F%3E%3Cdata%3E%3Cstruct%3E%3Cvar%20name%3D%27CATEGORYID%27%3E%3Cstring%3E%2D1%3C%2Fstring%3E%3C%2Fvar%3E%3Cvar%20name%3D%27PROMOTIONALJOBS%27%3E%3Cstring%3E0%3C%2Fstring%3E%3C%2Fvar%3E%3Cvar%20name%3D%27TRANSFER%27%3E%3Cstring%3E0%3C%2Fstring%3E%3C%2Fvar%3E%3Cvar%20name%3D%27FIND%5FKEYWORD%27%3E%3Cstring%3E%3C%2Fstring%3E%3C%2Fvar%3E%3C%2Fstruct%3E%3C%2Fdata%3E%3C%2FwddxPacket%3E
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/benicia/default.cfm?action=viewJob&jobID=328324&hit_count=yes&headerFooter=1&promo=0&transfer=0&WDDXJobSearchParams=%3CwddxPacket%20version%3D%271%2E0%27%3E%3Cheader%2F%3E%3Cdata%3E%3Cstruct%3E%3Cvar%20name%3D%27CATEGORYID%27%3E%3Cstring%3E%2D1%3C%2Fstring%3E%3C%2Fvar%3E%3Cvar%20name%3D%27PROMOTIONALJOBS%27%3E%3Cstring%3E0%3C%2Fstring%3E%3C%2Fvar%3E%3Cvar%20name%3D%27TRANSFER%27%3E%3Cstring%3E0%3C%2Fstring%3E%3C%2Fvar%3E%3Cvar%20name%3D%27FIND%5FKEYWORD%27%3E%3Cstring%3E%3C%2Fstring%3E%3C%2Fvar%3E%3C%2Fstruct%3E%3C%2Fdata%3E%3C%2FwddxPacket%3E
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/benicia/default.cfm
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RUN FOR EDUCATION: The City of Benicia is 
one of the many sponsors of the 7th Annual 
Benicia Education Foundation Run For 
Education, which takes place on Sunday, April 
6. The BEF Run features USATF Certified 5K & 
10K Courses along the waterfront and through 
our historic neighborhoods. This is one of a very 
few USATF races with such a scenic course.  
There will also be a 1K Fun Run through the 
Benicia Marina. 
 
Check out all the fun events leading up to the race at BeniciaRunForEducation.org and 
sign-up to join the City Manager, member of the Benicia City Council and several City of 
Benicia employees racers at the start at First Street Green, First & B Streets. All proceeds 
benefit Benicia Education Foundations, the non-profit, all-volunteer organization 
supporting all seven Benicia public schools. – City Manager 
 
BENICIA POLICE OFFICERS HONORED AT MADD AWARDS LUNCHEON: On February 

10, Benicia Police Officer Brian Collins and 
Sergeant Damiean Sylvester were honored 
at the annual MADD (Mothers Against 
Drunk Drivers) awards luncheon held in the 
City of Petaluma. The luncheon is co-
sponsored by the California Office of Traffic 
Safety and the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Association and featured Heather 
Holmes, KTVU Channel 2 Weekend News 
Anchor, as Mistress of Ceremonies.  

 
Police Chiefs and Sheriffs from numerous agencies in Solano County, Napa County, 
Marin County and Sonoma County attended this event. Police Chief Andrew Bidou, Lt. 
Mike Greene, and Sgt. Roger Yokoi attended the ceremony to show their support.  
 
Officer Collins was awarded for making 29 DUI arrests in 2013. Sergeant Sylvester made 
23 DUI arrests in 2013. Benicia Police Department participates in the Solano County 
AVOID THE 11 campaign.  AVOID THE 11 participants are Benicia PD, CHP, Dixon 
PD, Fairfield PD, Rio Vista PD, Solano County Sheriff’s Department, Solano County 
Probation, Solano Community College PD, Suisun PD, Vacaville PD, and Vallejo PD.  
Congratulations to both Officer Collins and Sergeant Sylvester. – Police Department 
 
 

ADULT SOFTBALL SEASON: Spring is upon us, 
which means it's the start of adult softball 
season. Our spring season begins Monday, 
March 24 and runs through May. The city has a 
men's league on Monday and Wednesday evenings and a coed league on Friday evenings. 
A total of 30 teams registered for the spring season (roughly 400 participants!).  Have fun 
and “Play Ball”!! – Parks & Community Services 

http://www.beniciaeducationfoundation.org/
http://www.beniciarunforeducation.org/
http://www.beniciarunforeducation.org/
http://www.beniciarunforeducation.org/
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BENICIA FILM FESTIVAL:  The first Benicia Film Festival is coming on April 4-6. The 
mission of the Benicia Film Festival is to expand the arts and 
culture offerings by providing an opportunity for citizens and 
organizations to collaborate to host an annual event, and for 
area residents to come together to celebrate independent films 
and filmmakers and other local artists. The Benicia Film 
Festival is designed to include and acknowledge the creative 
contributions of youth as well as adults and benefit the 
community educationally, socially, and economically. 
  
Films will be shown on Friday, April 4 and Saturday, April 5 
at the Veteran's Memorial Hall. Short films will vary in genre 

and are from throughout the United States. Sunday afternoon will feature films by John 
Beck at the Benicia Public Library. Click here for more information or to buy tickets. 
Tickets are also on sale at the Library. – Library 
 
 

HOUSE FIRE ON WEST K STREET:  On Saturday, 
March 22, Benicia Fire Department, along with 
support from several surrounding agencies, 
responded to a structure fire in the 1200 block of 
West K Street. By the time crews arrived, fire had 
spread to both levels of the 2,900 square foot 
home and was also threatening the structures on 
either side. Crews were able to limit the spread of 
fire to one adjoining property; however, there was 
a gazebo and hot tub that was destroyed on the 
other property. The home where the fire 
originated was significantly damaged and personnel were not able to enter the structure to 
conduct a cause investigation. The property was secured while a plan was developed to 
complete the investigation. 
 

On Monday, March 24, after consultation with a structural 
engineer, crews returned to the scene with support from the 
Solano County Urban Search and Rescue team and the Solano 
County Fire Investigation unit. These teams are working together 
with Benicia personnel to 
provide structural shoring 
that will allow Fire 
Investigators to safely 
enter the structure to 
search for the potential 
cause.  

 
Both the efforts to control the fire and the follow 
up work being conducted after the fire are 
examples of the cooperative mutual aid system 
that exists between the different agencies in 
Solano County. – Fire Department 

http://beniciafilmfestival.com/events/
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ARE LIBRARY USERS HAPPIER PEOPLE?   Time Magazine reports that a recently 
released Pew study has some good news for 
America’s libraries—namely that Americans seem to 
love them—but perhaps even better news for library 
users.  
 
According to Pew, the more people are “engaged” 
with their public library, the more they tend to feel 
connected to their community as a whole. Conversely, 
unengaged people tend to have “fewer ties to their 

neighbors, lower feelings of personal efficacy [feeling empowered to change their 
community], and less engagement with other cultural activities.” Click here to read more 
about it. – Library 
 
 

SANDY AYALA PRESENTED CHIEFS MEDAL: On 
March 5, IT Analyst Sandy Ayala was presented the 
Benicia Police Department’s Chiefs Medal for her 
work on the new Interview/Interrogation Room at the 
Benicia Police Department. 
 
This project began in February 2013 when the 
Department began researching the feasibility of 
constructing a state of the art Interview/ Interrogation 
Room. There were numerous problems with the old 
Interview Room and the quality of video and audio 
recordings. Sandy made arrangements for PD personnel to visit several local agencies 
and see their interview/interrogation rooms, as well as have several vendors come to the 
PD and demonstrate state of the art equipment to be used in interview/interrogation 
rooms.  During this process, it was confirmed that the current Pelco DVR recording 
system was outdated and did not have the capacity to meet the recording needs of the 
department. After several months of testing and evaluating various pieces of equipment, a 
decision was made to purchase the Case Cracker system.  
 
Although it took some time to prepare the old Interview Room, installation of the new 
system began in late June 2013.  Upon completion in December, the Interview Room 
now has two cameras that can record a close up image of the individual being 
interviewed and an overview of the entire room (picture in picture) for state of the art 
audio/video recordings. This system also makes it easier for the Records Unit to retrieve 
recordings for court cases and produces clear audio/video recordings that can be 
presented in court to assist with the prosecution of criminals in all types of cases.   
 
IT Analyst Sandy Ayala took a personal interest in this project and ensured that the Case 
Cracker system and the Pelco DVR were installed correctly and functioned as they were 
designed to. Additionally, Sandy developed user instructions for each employee for the 
Case Cracker system. She spent many hours on this project and went above her normal 
duties ensuring all employees were trained in the use of the new system in a timely 
manner. She has continued to keep the system updated and ensure it is always 
operational. – Police Department 

http://time.com/23693/are-library-users-happier-people/
http://time.com/23693/are-library-users-happier-people/
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SPRING PLANT SALE:  For those of you seeking 
drought tolerant plants and water-thrifty 
landscaping ideas, Solano Resource Conservation 
District’s Spring Plant Sale is Saturday, May 3, 
8:00 AM-Noon at the SRCD Center, 6390 Lewis 
Road, in Vacaville. The sale features California 
native and regionally appropriate plants plus a 
FREE Water-Thrifty Landscaping and Irrigation 
Workshop from 10:00-11:00 AM. For more 
information, call 707.678.1655x5. – City 
Manager’s Office 
 
 

COLOR RUN COMING UP: Conni Holloway, Coordinator with the Benicia Police 
Department Family Resource Center (FRC) is participating in the SANE-SART 5K Color 
Run on Saturday, April 5 in Vacaville. 
 
Solano Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner - Sexual Assault Response Team of Northern 

California Counties of Napa, Solano, Sonoma, Marin, 
Mendocino and Lake operates as one agency of the 
three-part Sexual Assault Response Team (SART) to 
provide 24-hour-a-day nursing services to sexual 
assault victims by performing forensic medical exams 
and offering expert testimony to the judicial system. 
The nurses of SANE-SART are hosting the run to 
raise awareness about sexual violence and educate 
communities and individuals on how to prevent it. 
 
As an advocate for all individuals who are sexually 
assaulted in Solano County, Conni encourages runners 
of all ages to join her and run or walk and support the 
cause. For more information, contact Connie at 
707.746.4363. – Police Department 
 

 
 

http://sanesart.org/?p=715
http://www.solanorcd.org/land-owner-assistance/plant-sales-a-cec.html
http://www.sanesart.org/
mailto:cholloway@ci.benicia.ca.us
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YOUTH COMMISSION UPDATE:  BYC 
hosted the final black light dance of the 
2013-14 school year on February 28. 
Commissioners created awesome 

decorations for the 
galaxy theme, 
suspended flashing 
rally stick lights 
from the rafters, 
and distributed 
glow necklaces. 
They had a great 
turn out from 
middle school 
students from 6:00-8:00PM and collected hundreds of cans that 
will be donated to the Community Action Council. – Parks & 

Community Services 
 
 

NEW BENICIA BUSINESSES:  The following is a list of new business license applications 
for newly licensed businesses or businesses with new locations or owners. Please stop by 
and make them feel welcome: 

• AWT Construction Group — 4728 East 2nd Street, Ste 1900, owners: Greg 
Smith and James Kint 

• Benicia Coffee Roasting Co. Inc., DBA: Rrags Cafe (New Owner Only) — 
1383 East 2nd Street, owners: Sam Tran and Jolly Chan 

• Corey Delta Construction (New Owner Only) — 4931 Park Road, 
owners/officers: John Weatherford and Timothy 
Holz 

• Ling's Spa (New Owner Only) — 810 
Southampton Road, owner: Jing Yang 

• Marigenna Guieb Reyes (dance studio) — 949 
Grant Street, Ste I, owner: Marigenna Reyes 

• Pods Enterprises — 5000 Park Road, 
owners: John Koch and Simon Gregorich 

• Preferred Smog — 495 Military East, owner: Koy 
Vern Saechao 

• T & O International Group, LLC — 836-E 
Southampton Road, owners: Nantira Burke and 
Sirinan Prang 

- Economic Development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 24, 2014 
Page 8 

UPDATE FROM PUBLIC WORKS:  Here’s a look at what the Public Works Department 
was up to February.  Maybe they were in your neighborhood?  
 
Engineering: 

• Completing construction on Western Gateway Intermodal Project 
• Designing this summer's Overlay Project and Safe Routes to School Projects 
• Updating Traffic Impact Fee Program 
• Reviewing Private Development Projects (1000 West K Street and Yuba Heights) 
• Implementing new Storm Water requirements 

Maintenance – Streets: 
• Paving- Armory at Hillcrest Avenue, Sherman Drive, Goldenhill Way, Seaview, 

East Third Street, 1100 Church Street, 1300 West L Street, 1000 West L Street, 
Twelfth Street alley. 

• Potholes- Belvedere Drive, 500 East H Street, 400 Larkin Drive  
• Storm Drains- West Seventh at Taco Bell, Rose Drive at Dempsey Drive                                                             

Maintenance – Sewer: 
• Customer Service Calls- 500 East K Street, 800 East Sixth Street, 700 West 

Second Street, 100 West K Street, 100 West Channel Road, 1500 East Third 
Street, Corte Dorado, 300 Gull Point Court, 700 East Seventh Street, 400 East I 
Street, 600 Belvedere Drive, 800 West K Street, Wainwright at West Ninth Street  

• Closed Circuit Televising- 800 East Sixth Street, 800 West K Street, 1500 East 
3rd Street, 400 East I Street. 768' Total  

• Lift Station Cleanings- Columbus Parkway, East B Street, West I Street, Carlisle 
Way 

• Back Up Response- 1500 East Third Street  
• Repairs- During the month of February the Collections Team performed two 

necessary repairs of problematic sewer mains. 
The first took place on February 11 near Gull 
Point Court. The main in this location had a 
severe structural offset caused by the roots of 
nearby vegetation. The crew ultimately decided 
that 12' of the compromised main needed 
replacement. The second main line replacement 
took place on February 24 adjacent to West 2nd 
Street in the public easement. At this location the 
crew eliminated the need of frequent cleaning by 
replacing 75' of the deficient 6" diameter 
main. Much like the first repair, the second repair 
was deemed a necessity due to severe root 
intrusion. The corrections made in February 
removed both sewer lines from the quarterly 
cleaning schedule.   

Water:   
• Crews responded to 6 service line leaks. 
• Miscellaneous response: 6, hydrants flushed: 0. 
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Wastewater Treatment Plant Projects: 
 
 

• Out with the old in with the new. Staff started replacing water, 
air and gas lines in the odor scrubber area, because of age and 
corrosion. First picture shows before, second and third show 
progress, total replacement should be completed sometime in 
March. 
• Staff installed a recycle flow meter to meet permit 
requirements.  Also started was a project to install new VFDs in 
MCC 2 to keep them out of the bad environment in the Belt-Press 
room. First picture shows bucket before, the second picture shows 
new VFD installed, the third shows Staff putting on the finishing 
touches to the bucket.  

 
 
 
 
 

WWTP Plant Maintenance: 
• Staff performed 45 preventive maintenance task and 3 corrective maintenance 

task 
WWTP Plant Performance: 

• The Plant processed 67.2 million gallons of raw wastewater with no Permit 
exceedances 

• Conventional pollution removal;   BOD = 95%   TSS = 98% 
Water System Operations & Maintenance:  

• Replaced raw water turbidimeter 
• Replaced HVAC unit on Operations Building 
• Installed new exhaust fan in Laboratory 
• Conducted inspection of Lake Herman Dam with Division of Safety of Dams 
• Shipped two Cordelia Pump Station Worthington 3200-gpm pumps for 

refurbishment 
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• Shipped one sedimentation basin flocculator mixer gearbox out for complete 
rebuild 

• Pressure washed three filter bays 
• Replaced sodium hydroxide feed pump 
• Serviced and calibrated total organic carbon analyzer 
• Inspected seven distribution system pressure reducing valve stations 
• Inspected and exercised pumps at Lake Herman Pump Station 
• Drained and cleaned sedimentation basin #1 

Water Usage: Below is the current usage of treated water (MG) in the City as compared 
to usage in 2012 and 2013.  The purple line shows the usage if customers conserved 20% 
of their usage: 
 

 
 
Water Supply Procured Since January 1, 2014 – 

• State Water Project (North Bay Aqueduct) – 961 acre-feet 
• Solano Project Water (Putah South Canal) – 505 acre-feet 

  - Public Works 
 
 

POETRY EVENTS: The 5th annual Poetry Anthology Poetry Reading is on Sunday, 
April 27 from 2:00-4:00 PM at the Benicia 
Public Library. This is a reading and 
celebration of the fifth anthology produced 
by the First Tuesday Poets of Benicia, 
through the Poet Laureate program. A 
Word for All Seasons is an anthology of 29 
poets, who will be reading from their work 
at this event.  
  
The First Tuesday Poetry Group meets in 
the Doña Benicia Room at the Library on 
the first Tuesday of every month. Please 
join poets and poetry lovers for a new 

workshop format that began in January. Schedule is as follows:  
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• April 1: Find the repetition in your work and that of others. Bring examples. 
Also, you could illustrate with examples rhythm, rhyme, and repetition working 
together. 

• May 6: Images and surrealist images - how do you use images in your poetry? 
How do others use it? Bring examples. 

• June 3: Other poetic devices to look for in your work and bring examples from 
your own work or others. Why do you end a line where you do? How do you 
shape a poem? Do you leave spaces in the middle of lines? 

Also check out the First Tuesday Poetry Group's website. – Library 
 

 

~~~ 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
The City Manager’s Report from City of Benicia City Manager Brad Kilger is published twice monthly.  
For additional information on any of the items in this report, please contact one of the following 
departments: 

 
City Manager/Human Resources/Economic Development/I.T.:  707.746.4200 
City Attorney:  707.746.4216 
Community Development:  707.746.4280 
Finance Department:  707.746.4225 
Fire Department:  707.746.4275 
Library:  707.746.4343 
Parks & Community Services:  707.746.4285 
Police Department:  707.746.4265 
Public Works:  707.746.4240 
 

http://www.beniciafirsttuesdaypoetrygroup.com/
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b6ED35D53-F878-4B6F-848D-34308B0A00F5%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b33C7009F-5991-4EDF-AA7D-79384A070122%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bB2E469EC-F506-4270-84C8-80CDCD95A90B%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b58DD8C47-2DC8-4491-B07E-FCBDF4C3B17E%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b58DD8C47-2DC8-4491-B07E-FCBDF4C3B17E%7d
http://www.benicialibrary.org/
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b186EF945-0FD3-4976-8407-1CAF74AE554E%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b7BED096A-5E89-427F-B721-3031DB57BA23%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bC0B2C48B-72F7-4ED7-A513-AFE174FEA78F%7d
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