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Welcome to the latest edition of the City Manager's Report  from City of
Benicia City Manager Brad Kilger. The City Manager's Report is published
twice  monthly  highlighting  the  activities  of  the  departments  of  our
full-service city. Previous editions are available on the City of Benicia City
Manager's page.

Please click the Join our Mailing List button in the left to subscribe to the
City Manager's  Report  and receive important  messages  from the City  of
Benicia and click these links to follow us on Facebook and Twitter.
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Water Restrictions Change April 1
Pledging to Save Water Could Win You a Prius v! 
Benicia City Council adopted emergency outdoor watering restrictions that
limit watering by automatic sprinkler systems change to no more than three
days per week, April 1 - October 15.

Addresses  ending  in  ODD  numbers  (1,3,5,7,9,)  can  water  on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays only
Addresses  ending  in  EVEN  numbers  (0,2,4,6,8)  can  water  on
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays only
Watering on these days is allowed before 8:00 AM and after 7:00
PM only

Exemptions include:

Efficient, low-volume irrigation (such as drip irrigation)
Watering container plants
Hoses with automatic shut-off nozzles
New drought-tolerant  landscaping (may be  watered four  days  per
week for the first year)

Learn  more  at  BeniciaSavesWater.org  or  by  contacting  our  Water
Conservation Team at 707.746.4380 or water@ci.benicia.ca.us.
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Law Day Contests

May 1  is Law Day. The  American
Bar  Association  first  proposed  the
idea of Law Day in 1957 to celebrate
the rule of law. The City of Benicia
has celebrated Law Day since 2006.
This  year's  Law  Day  theme  is
"Magna Carta:  Symbol of  Freedom
Under  Law"  honoring  the  800th
Anniversary of the sealing of Magna
Carta in 1215.

The Magna Carta contains many of
the  fundamental  principles  of  our
government. American  Bar
Association  President  William
Hubbard stated "Over the centuries
Magna  Carta  has  become  the
embodiment of the principle that no
person, no matter how powerful, is
above the law.  Colonists  took with
them to America the idea that  the
sovereign  must  recognize  and
respect the rights of the individual.
During  the  American  Revolution,
Magna  Carta  was  cited  for  its
symbolic  significance  by  Thomas
Paine,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and
Thomas  Jefferson,  among  many
others." To celebrate this important
document and Law Day, the City of
Benicia  Open  Government
Commission  and  the   City
Attorney's  Office  are  hosting
community activities.

Following last year's successful Law
Day  art  contests,  the  Open
Government  Commission  has
expanded  this  year's  contest  to
include essays.  Everyone is  invited
to create art that features the Magna
Carta.  Other  celebratory  activities
now include events based on age.  

Elementary  school
students:Color  the  Law  Day

The  4th  annual  National  Mayor's  Challenge  for  Water  Conservation
runs April 1 - 30 and Benicia is joining the nationwide challenge to be the
most "water wise".

Mayor Elizabeth Patterson and the Benicia City Council are joining mayors
across the country in asking residents to make a commitment to conserve
water  and  cut  pollution  by  taking  part  in  a  national  contest  aimed  at
drastically slashing water and energy use across the nation - and in return
residents are entered to win a new Toyota Prius v, water saving fixtures, and
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coloring pages available in the City
Attorney's  Office  or   click  here  to
download.
Middle school students:Write  a
one  page  essay  or  a  poem  on  the
subject  "how  George  Washington
was  defending  the  Magna  Carta
during the Revolutionary War"
High  school  students:Write  a
one page essay or a poem on "How
English  liberties  that  originated  in
the  Magna  Carta  are  being
preserved by the United States"
Adults: Create  a  poem  or  other
writing featuring the Magna Carta.

Art  entries  will  be  judged  by
members  of  the  City's  Arts  and
Culture Commission. Essays will be
judged  by  members  of  the  City's
Library  Board. Poems  will  be
judged by the City's Poet Laureate.
All entries must be received by the
City  Attorney's  Office  by  May  1.
The winners  of  the  contest  will  be
announced  at  the  City  Council
meeting on May 19. Thanks to the
generosity  of  local  attorneys,  the
winners will receive Benicia related
prizes.

The  City's  Open  Government
Commission  oversees  the  City's
Open Government Ordinance. The
purpose  of  the  Open  Government
Ordinance is "to make it easier for
people to access city government so
that  they  may  be  more  informed
about what their city is doing and so
that they may be involved in a more
meaningful and knowledgeable way.
Open  meetings,  easier  access  to
public  records,  ethical  guidelines
and  a  watchdog  commission  will
help  increase  the  public  trust  and
confidence  in  the  city  government
and  will  increase  the  public
awareness  and  knowledge  about
their  government.  A  well-educated
public  and  ethical  officials  are
essential to good government." The
Commission invites members of the
public  to  its  meetings  or  to  visit
them at the City of Benicia's table at
the Farmer's Market, opening April
30. If  you would like to help with
the  Law  Day  efforts  or  sponsor  a

hundreds of other prizes.

The Wyland Mayor's Challenge for Water Conservation, April 1 - 30, is a
non-profit national community service campaign to see which leaders can
best inspire their residents to make a series of choices through easy-to-use
online pledges to reduce water and energy usage.

Mayor Patterson is encouraging Benicia residents to conserve water, save
energy,  and  reduce  pollution  on  behalf  of  Benicia  at
www.mywaterpledge.com/national  throughout  the  month  of  April.  Last
year, residents from over 3,600 cities in all 50 U.S. states pledged to reduce
their annual consumption of freshwater by 1.4 billion gallons, reduce waste
sent  to  landfills  by  36  million  pounds,  and prevent  more  than  179,000
pounds of hazardous waste from entering our watersheds

To  participate,  residents  enter  online  at  mywaterpledge.com,  and  then
make a  series  of  online pledges  to  conserve  water  on behalf  of  Benicia.
Cities  compete  in  the  following  population  categories:  5,000-29,999
residents (Benicia), 30,000-99,999 residents, 100,000-299,999 residents,
300,000-599,999  residents,  and  600,000+  residents.  The  city  with  the
highest percentage of residents who take the challenge in their population
category  are  entered  into  drawings  for  hundreds  of  eco-friendly  prizes,
including home improvement gift cards, home irrigation equipment, and a
Grand  Prize  Toyota  Prius  v.  In  other  words,  if  Benicia  has  the  highest
percentage of residents pledging in the 5,000-29,999 category, then all the
Benicia residents who pledged are entered to win the prizes. The challenge
also features additional resources for residents to take their commitment of
conservation even further, from regional water and energy resource issues
to cost-saving tips at home. Encourage your friends and family to pledge
April 1 - 30 for a chance to win!

The 4th National Mayor's Challenge for Water Conservation is presented by
the Wyland Foundation and Toyota, with support from the U.S EPA's Office
of Water, National League of Cities, U.S. Forest Service, The Toro Company,
Wondergrove Kids, Bytelaunch, and WaterSmart Software 

About the Wyland Foundation:
Founded in 1993 by environmental artist Wyland (best known for his series
of 100 monumental marine life murals), the Wyland Foundation, a 501c3
non-profit organization, is actively engaged in teaching millions of students
around the county about our ocean, rivers, lakes streams, and wetlands. The
foundation's  latest  project,  FOCUS  (Forests,  Oceans,  Climate  -  and  us)
brings together the U.S. Forest Service, NOAA, and numerous non-profits
to teach young people about the future of our water supplies, climate, and
global health. www.wylandfoundation.org. - Public Works

MCE Enrollment Reminder
Your electric account(s) will be enrolled with MCE's low-cost, cleaner power
in  May  2015  -  unless  you  choose
another  option.  The  following  is
information  from  MCE  (Marin
Clean  Energy)  on  the  electricity
choices you have until May.
If  you  have  further  questions,  a
representative from Marin Clean
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prize,  please  contact  the  City
Attorney's Office at 707.746.4216.
- City Attorney's Office

Did You Know?

Since  May  2014,  Benicia
Public  Library  patrons  have
contributed  more  than  985
pounds  of  food  to  the
local Food Bank!
Total visitors to the Library

in February: 19,521
Record number of visitors on
February 24: 1255
Total  number  of  Internet
sessions in February: 2,956
Total  number  of  wireless
Internet Sessions: 1,757
Total  number  of  Benicia
Public  Library  Facebook
views in Febuary: 497
Total  on  Teen  Zone  Benicia
Facebook likes: 312

That's just some of the information
shared  by  Library  Director  Diane
Smikahl during her annual report to
the Benicia City Council  on March
3. Click here to read more about the
Library's  service  to  the  citizens  of
Benicia during fiscal year 2013-14. -
Library

Fire Department
Monthly Report

The  Benicia  Fire  Department
monthly report for February 2015 is
now  available.  It  contains
information  about  Emergency
Operations,  Training,  and
Prevention. Click here to read more.
- Fire Department

Energy  is  available  to  provide
information  and  answer  questions  every  Tuesday  from  3:30  -  5:30  PM
through April 14 at the Benicia Public Library, 150 East L Street.     

The  Benicia  City  Council  voted  to  join  MCE,  a  not-for-profit,
community-based organization that  partners with PG&E to provide your
electric  service.  MCE offers  choices  for  50-100% renewable  energy from
solar, wind, bioenergy, geothermal and hydroelectricity. By creating market
competition, MCE allows you to choose your energy provider and reduce
the environmental impact associated with the energy your use, all at stable
rates.

Aside from low rates and cleaner energy generation, not much will change.
PG&E will still handle electric delivery, maintain the power lines, read your
meter and send your monthly bill. Your bill will include charges for both
PG&E  electric  delivery  and  MCE  electric  generation.  You  will  never  be
double-billed  for  your  service  because  MCE's  low  generation  rates  will
replace PG&E's.

Here are your options and how to make your choice:
Call 1.888.632.3674 or visit www.mceCleanEnergy.org/Benicia to opt out or
sign up for Deep Green. Please have your PG&E account number on hand to
process your request.

How to Make Your Choice:

MCE's Light Green 50% renewable
energy:

Do nothing and your
account will
automatically be
enrolled in May 2015

MCE's Deep Green 100% renewable
energy (A penny more per
kilowatt-hour, or about $5/month for
the average home, buys you 100%
renewable energy):

Enroll online or by
phone

PG&E's 22%* renewable energy:
*Most recently reported by PG&E. To
meet state mandates, PG&E's
renewable energy content will
increase over time.

To buy your energy
from PG&E, opt out of
MCE online or by
phone

Your Savings with MCE:
Based on proposed rates, the average home will save approximately $17 per
year with MCE's Light Green 50% renewable energy service and the average
business will save approximately $166 per year with MCE's Light Green
50% renewable energy service. Electric delivery rates are the same for MCE
and PG&E customers. Electric generation rates are different for MCE and
PG&E customers.

Cost comparisons are subject to change based on PG&E or MCE generation
rate adjustments. MCE typically changes its rates once per year in April.
PG&E typically changes its rates about three times per year.
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Police Department
Monthly Report

The  Benicia  Police  Department
monthly report for February is now
available.  It  contains  a  monthly
wrap-up  of  Community  Services,
Professional  Development,
Statistics,  and  Interesting  Case
Summaries. Click  here  to  read
more. - Police Department

National Library
Week

National  Library  week  is  coming!
April  12-18,  the  Benicia  Public
Library  has  a  number  of  activities
scheduled  for  the  annual
celebration:

Monday,  April  13  at  6:00  PM.
Teen  Poetry  Night.  An  evening  of
poetry reading and original word art
with  "book  spine"  and  "blackout"
poetry.
Tuesday,  April  14  at  7:00  PM.

Linda Hatofsky will discuss the life
and  work  of  her  husband,  Julius
Hatofsky.  Two  pieces  of  his  work
are  on  loan  to  the  Benicia  Public
Library  and  are  displayed  in  the
Library's main reading room.
Wednesday,  April  15  at  7:00

PM. Martha Ann Francisca Vallejo-
McGettigan,  the  great-great-
granddaughter  of  General  Mariano

More Information  About Rates: 
Visit  www.mceCleanEnergy.org/residential-rates or give them a call at
1.888.632.3674. Press O to speak with a customer service specialist. 

MCE Terms and Conditions of Service:
www.mcecleanenergy.org/wp-content/uploads
/Business_Terms_and_Conditions.pdf
- Community Development

Benicia Mini Maker Faire

Billed as the Greatest Show (and Tell) on Earth, the Benicia Mini Maker
Faire on Saturday, March 28 from 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM is a  family-
friendly  showcase  of  invention,  creativity  and  resourcefulness,  and  a
celebration of the Maker Movement.

The  first  annual  Faire  will  feature  a  spectacular  lineup  of  makers,
performers,  food vendors,  and speakers.  Expecting over 3,000 attendees
from across the Bay Area, the event is a celebration of do-it-yourself spirit
and hands-on making.

More than 70 exhibits, performances and presentations are booked for the
event, including:

Dale Dougherty, founder of Make Magazine and Maker Faire will be
making a special appearance
Robots that walk, talk,  move about,  teach computer programming
and even solve puzzles, including an appearance by R2D2
Build and launch paper rockets up to 300 feet in the air
Learn to solder your own LED robot badge
Extract your own DNA and take it home with you with help from Bio
Rad
Be  inspired  by  giant  inflatable  sculptures  from  Astro  Botanicals,
hand painted jewelry, and crazy stuffed animal creations
See how makers are using electronics like Raspberry Pi and Arduino
to create ultra-magnified images, emulate a living cell, regulate the
temperature of your backyard grill, and more
Learn  how  to  do  embroidery  and  sew  with  electric  thread  and
circuits, and dye eggs by using wax
Inspect vehicles  of  all  sorts  like electric  bicycles  and cars,  a giant
truck  provided  by  Ryco  Steel,  and  the  strange  and  wonderful
creations of Obtainium Works
Learn how to repurpose existing material by using comic books to
make fun buttons, turn plastic bottles and bags into works of art and
build a tiny house that could change the future
Hear great music from East Bay Brass and, Bacon Pi and Two Fish
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Guadalupe  Vallejo  and  Dona
Benicia will give a presentation.
Thursday,  April  16  at  7:00  PM.
Author Victoria Zackheim will give a
book talk  on several  of  her  books.
Come and hear her interesting and
sometimes funny stories.
Friday, April  17 from 10:00  AM
to noon. This year's "One Book, One
Community"  book  will  be
announced  and  waiting  for  you  to
checkout.

You  can  learn  about  the  many
databases  available  through  the
Library's  website,  including
Discover and Go, which you can use
to check out  or  reserve a  museum
pass, and Zinio, which allows you to
read  current  magazines  on  your
device.

Ever wonder what the Library's like
when the doors are closed? This is a
chance  to  come  get  a  tour  of  the
Library,  including  the  staff
workroom and basement.  You can
also  take  a  look  at  the  Library's
current  display  of  public  art  and
pick  up  a  poem  to  commemorate
National Poem in Your Pocket Day!
- Library

DUI Trial at BHS

On March 17, a Driving Under the
Influence (DUI) jury trial was held
at  the  Benicia  High  School  in  the
Performing Arts Building in front of
approximately  200  Benicia  High
School students. This was an actual
"real" trial heard by Solano County
Superior  Court  Judge  Bradley  E.
Nelson.  Officer  Keffer  was  the
arresting officer in the case. This is
part  of  a  court  program  to
discourage drinking and driving.

Check out some great local food trucks like Got Plate Lunch and Phat
Salads and Wraps

Tickets  are  $10/Adults  and  $5/18  and  under  and  are  available  at
www.BeniciaMakerFaire.com.  Proceeds  supporting  the  event  itself  and
Benicia Makerspace, a non-profit organization.

The event is made possible by the support of sponsors and partners like the
City of Benicia, Maker Magazine, Republic Services, Bio-Rad, Ryco Steel,
Brick Space, Groove Tonight Mobile Disco, Moschetti's Coffee, and Benicia
Raley's. - Economic Development

Attitudes on Water Conservation
As California enters a fourth year of drought, a new statewide poll reveals
that the vast majority of Californians, some 90 percent are willing to make
significant changes to conserve water both inside and out, and more than
80 percent believe it's important to conserve water regardless of  whether
the state  is  in  a  drought  or
whether  conservation  is
mandated  by  local  water
agencies.

Save  Our  Water  found  that
more  than  80  percent  of
Californians  view  the
drought and water shortages
as  "extremely"  or  "very"
serious problem. Some 86 percent of polled residents believe that California
is in a state of  persistent water shortage.  The polling also indicates that
Californians nearly universally agree that the drought is the most pressing
problem  facing  the  state  and  is  more  concerning  than  the  economy,
education, health care costs and taxes.

What can you do to conserve water? Here are a few tips:

Follow  the  landscape  water  restrictions.  Until  March  31,
landscaping  watering  is  only  allowed  one  day  per  week,  either
Saturday or Sunday. Starting on April 1st watering will be allowed up
to 3 days per week. See more details above.
Instead of turning on your whole irrigation system to water a few dry
spots,  try hand watering those areas with a hose equipped with a
hose nozzle to directly target the spots that need watering
Cover pools and hot tubs to reduce evaporation
Run the dishwasher and washing machine with full loads only
Replace old, inefficient appliances with new efficient models. Go to
www.solanosaveswater.org to apply for rebates
Don't  let  the  water  run  while  shaving,  brushing  teeth  or  rinsing
dishes
These  are  only  a  few things  you can do  to  save  water.  For  more
information  on  the  Save  Our  Water  Program,  visit
www.saveourwater.com

For  more  information  about  water  conservation  rebates  please  visit
www.solanosaveswater.org.  To  contact  the  City  of  Benicia  water
conservation  team,  call  707.746.4380  or  email  water@ci.benicia.ca.us.  -
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The goal was to show teenagers not
just  the  dangers  of  driving  under
the influence, but the financial costs
and  legal  consequences  of  a
real-world conviction.

Conducting  a  real  DUI  trial  in  a
high school setting is an innovative
strategy to help reduce community
alcohol  problems,  including  motor
vehicle  crashes.  Students  will
witness  the  legal  consequences  of
drinking  and  driving,  and  learn
about the defendant's arrest, jailing,
public  trial  and,  if  convicted  ,  the
imposed fees and penalties.

During the trial, Nelson along with
a Jury of students found the 24-year
old  defendant  guilty  of  driving
under the influence of alcohol. The
case  stemmed  from  a  October  14,
2014  incident  in  which  the
defendant, a Marinez resident, was
stopped  by  Benicia  Police  Officer
Keffer  in  the  100 block of  West  G
Street.  A  breath  test  revealed  that
the defendant's  blood alcohol  level
was  .14 and .15,  which is  over  the
legal limit of .08.

At the conclusion of the trial Officer
Keffer  held a  question and answer
session  for  the  students.  Students
who chose to do so also experienced
performing field sobriety tests that
were administered by Officer Keffer.

Benicia  High  School  is  one  of
several  high  schools  in  Solano
County  that  will  have  the  rare
opportunity  to  witness  an  actual
DUI  trial  during  the  school  year.
The  DUI  Court  in  the  Schools
Program  is  a  cooprative  effort
involving  the  Superior  Court,
District  Attorney's  Office,  Public
Defender's Office, County Probation
Department,  and  participating
school districts in Solano County. -
Police Department

April is National
Poetry Month
Inaugurated  by  the  Academy  of
American  Poets  in  1996,  National

Public Works

New Benicia Businesses
The  following  is  a  list  of  new  business  license  applications  for  newly
licensed businesses or businesses with new locations or owners. Please stop
by and make them feel welcome:

Alvord's Treasure Chest - 129 D First Street, owner: Brett Alvord
DEVX5 LLC - 940 Tyler Street, Ste 23, owners: Cameron Smith and
Steve Smith
Heavy Metal Iron - 3820 Industrial Way, Ste S, owner: Dan Bong
Jerolyn  Peery,  LMFT  -  1350  Hayes  Street,  Ste  C-16,  owner:
Jerolyn Peery
Lewis - Goetz Co. LLC  -  6440 Goodyear Road, owners:  George
Fox, Donald Evans and Michael Kulmonski
Linda L  Lawless,  LMFT LMHC  -  1350  Hayes  Street,  Ste  A3,
owner: Linda Lawless
Massage by Hillarie - 1060 Grant
Street,  Ste  1F,  owners:  Hillarie  and
Bryan Bunting
Pickett  Racing,  LLC  -  4745
Industrial  Way,  owner:  Gregory
Pickett
Vai Hua Nui - 949 Grant Street, Ste
D, owner: Leandra Thompson
Vigil Mechanical  - 4882 East 2nd
Street,  owners:  Cameron  and  Dina
Vigil

- Economic Development

Personnel News
Anne  Cardwell,  Assistant  City  Manager,  has  announced  the  hiring  of
Christina Ratcliffe  as  the new Community  Development Director  for  the
City of Benicia. 

Christina has over 18 years of experience in the planning field, including
various aspects of current and advanced planning in both the public and
private sectors. She has worked for the cities of Orinda, Alameda, Berkeley
and Saratoga. She has also served as part of the senior management team at
the Oakland and Phoenix offices of PMC, a consulting firm serving public
sector and non-profit agencies. She has extensive experience managing the
creation and production of  Environmental  Impact  Reports,  General  and
Specific  Plans,  and  Zoning  Ordinance  updates.  She  is  a  member  of  the
American  Planning  Association  and  the  American  Institute  of  Certified
Planners. 

Christina  is  a  graduate  of  San  Francisco  State  University  and  has  a
Bachelor's degree in Urban Studies.  She also did her Master's work at UC
Berkeley's Department of City and Regional Planning.

Christina will start on Monday, March 30 and replaces Dan Marks, who
has filled the position on an interim basis for the last several months. 
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Poetry  Month,  held  every  April,  is
the largest literary celebration in the
world  with  schools,  publishers,
libraries,  booksellers,  and  poets
celebrating  poetry's  vital  place  in
our culture and in our lives. Benicia
Poet Laureate Don Peery received a
proclamation from the Benicia City
Council on March 17 in celebration
of National Poetry Month.

This year, the Benicia Poet Laureate
has  established  the  Teen  Poetry
Scholarship program. Details will be
available soon in the March 15-April
14,  2015  Library  newsletter  or  on
the  Library's  webpage  at
www.BeniciaLibrary.org.  The
deadline to apply is May 15, 2015.
- Library

Please welcome Christina to the City of Benicia family.- City Manager

The Benicia Police Department invites you
to the Swearing-in of Police Officer Jaclyn
Loftin and Police Officer Maurice Hayes on
Thursday,  April  9  at  3:30PM  in  the
Council Chambers at Benicia City Hall, 250
East  L  Street.  There  will  be  a  reception
immediately  following.  -
Police Deptartment

The  Human  Resources  Department  is
accepting applications for the following positions:

Family Support Worker, part-time, closing March 27
Recreation Leader II, part-time, closing April 10
Building Inspector I/II, full-time, closing April 13

To apply, the application and supplemental forms can be filed online at:
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/benicia/default.cfm.  City  of  Benicia
employment applications may also be obtained from and must be returned
to the Human Resources Department at 250 East L Street, Benicia.

These job opportunities are open to
any  current  City  of  Benicia
employees (full or part time) as well
as the general public. If you know of
someone  who  may  be  interested  in
applying,  please  let  them  know.  -
Human Resources 

Wind, Water, Land
The Arts  and Culture Commission of  the  City  of  Benicia  was thrilled to
unveil Wind, Water, Land, last Saturday at the City of Benicia's Community
Center. The art serves as the focus of a permanent eco-sustainable exhibit
and educational display in the LEED-Gold certified building. Wind, Water,
Land is  an artistic  vehicle  of  glass  and metal  comprised of  a  significant
amount of re-purposed and re-cycled materials. A theme of "wind, water,
land",  which  is  also  the  title  of  the  piece,  was  selected  to  portray
characteristics of the City of Benicia. The intent of the artwork, funded by a
Community Sustainability Commission Grant and managed by the Public
Art Committee of the Arts and Culture Commission, is to serve as a catalyst
for  reflection  and  action  regarding  the  effects  of  climate  change.  Wind,
Water,  Land  was  collaboratively  designed  and  created  by  local  Benicia
artists who are internationally/nationally known.

The lead artist on the project was Brian Giambastiani, a metal and glass
artist, who drew the conceptual design. He was joined in creating the piece
by glass artists Micheal Nourot, Nicholas Nourot, and David Lindsay, and
metal  artists  David  Nourot  and  Mike  Kendall.  The  metal  and  glass  are
further enhanced by backlighting, designed by Larry Lauber. The story of  
the  creation  of  this  piece  from  the  conceptual  drawing,  through  the
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approval process (required by the City of Benicia's Public Art Program), to
the actual formation of the artwork itself, was filmed by highly renowned
local film maker, John Beck. Vignettes of the film are available to view on
the screen next to the artwork.

The art  work is  accompanied by an interactive component, consisting of
informative and educational questions that provoke and enlighten citizens
about the realities of climate change, energy consumption, and water usage.
Wind, Water, Land is a significantly sized work of art, consisting of five 3'x
5' panels that consume the length of a long wall near the reception desk at
the Community Center. The Community Center was chosen as the site by
the  Public  Art  Committee  because  of  its  environmental  integrity  and
because it has the capacity to reach citizens of all ages.

The reception and unveiling, held on March 21, featured opening remarks
by Patty Gavin,  current Chair of  the Arts and Culture Commission,  who
served  as  Chair  of  the  Public  Art  Committee  during  the  inception  and
creation  of  this  art.  Mayor  Elizabeth  Patterson  and  Community
Sustainability Commission Chair Kathy Kerridge joined Ms. Gavin at the
podium. Following their remarks, the public was invited to the unveiling
ceremony,  where  the  finished  work,  breathtaking  in  its  artistry  and
execution, was shown to the public for the first time.

Additional  artworks  by  the  participating  artists  were  on  exhibit,
informational  booths  on  water  and  energy  savings,  a  children's
eco-sustainable art workshop, and several screenings of the documentary
film  throughout  the  day  entertained  over  150  people  who  came  to  the
ceremony.

As art inspires and speaks to the heart and mind of the viewer, the goal of
Wind, Water, Land is to promote environmental awareness, eco-sustainable
education, and inspire and resonate for years to come. - Library

Patty Gavin with Wind, Water, Land

Wind, Water, Land
The  conceptual  design  starts  with  the  viewer  seeing  five  panels  of
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salvaged, repurposed, and recycled materials. As the viewer's eye moves
along the panels, the piece transforms into strata conveying wind, water,
land. Sky is formed from chunks of slumped and textured glass. In the sky,
clouds,  and  leaning  cattails  of  recycled  metal  and  glass,  depict  wind.
Dichroic bits,  encased in glass balls,  float on plasma cut metal to form
water. Rebar strips convey current. Nuts and bolts meld to shape land. In
converting salvaged, repurposed, and recycled materials into a symphony
of wind, water, land, this public piece expresses the magnificence of our
earth, while helping us be mindful of its fragility.
Lee Wilder-Snider

Email  your  questions  or  comments  to  City  Manager  Brad  Kilger  at
edev@ci.benicia.ca.us. For additional information on any of the items in this report,
please contact one of the following departments:

City Manager/Human Resources/I.T./City Clerk: 707.746.4200
City Attorney: 707.746.4216
Community Development: 707.746.4280
Economic Development: 707.746.4202
Finance Department: 707.746.4225
Fire Department: 707.746.4275
Library: 707.746.4343
Parks & Community Services: 707.746.4285
Police Department: 707.746.4265
Public Works: 707.746.4240
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