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MINUTES OF THE 
SPECIAL MEETING – CITY COUNCIL 

MARCH 30, 2009 
 

The special meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by 
Mayor Elizabeth Patterson at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 30, 2009, in the Dona Benicia 
Room at the Benicia Public Library, 150 East L Street.  
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present: Council Members Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor Patterson 
Absent: Vice Mayor Campbell (arrived at 7:05 p.m.) 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Lisa Wolfe led the pledge to the flag. 
 
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS: 
A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of each member of the public is posted at the 
entrance to the Dona Benicia Room per Section 4.04.030 of City of Benicia Ordinance 
No. 05-6 (Open Government Ordinance). 
 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 
WRITTEN: 
Various items submitted (copies on file).  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
1. Anne Hansen – Ms. Hansen invited everyone to attend her birthday party at the 

Benicia Historical Museum on 4/4/09. 
 
WORKSHOP ITEM: 
Strategic Plan Workshop: 
Mayor Patterson introduced the item.  
 
Jim Erickson, City Manager, reviewed the logistics of how the workshop would take 
place.  
 
Staff reviewed a PowerPoint presentation (copy on file).  
 
Public Comment: 
1. Susan Street – Ms. Street discussed Measure C and the Waterfront Park.  
2. Jim Stevenson – Mr. Stevenson discussed the issues of water conservation and 

desalination.  
3. Benicia Community Tennis Association Member (no name given) – The citizen 

discussed the need for a tennis center in Benicia.  
4. Gretchen Burgess – Ms. Burgess discussed the need for better maintenance at the dog 

park, the need for additional parking at the Community Park, and her desire to see the 
City get web streaming for the Council meetings.  
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5. Duane Olivera – Mr. Olivera discussed the funding for economic stimulus project and 
the comprehensive tourism plan.  

6. Anne Hansen – Ms. Hansen discussed the need for services to maintain the Benicia 
Historical Museum, and the need for recognition that the museum is a needed 
commodity in the community.  

7. Lee Syracuse – Mr. Syracuse discussed the issue of protecting the waterfront and a 
waterfront access. He owns 155 ft. of waterfront property. As soon as the City comes 
up with a plan, he will give it an easement so it would be protected.  

8. Kathy Kerridge – Ms. Kerridge discussed the climate action plan and the 
sustainability commission.  

9. Citizen – the Citizen discussed the need to move forward with the Library Basement 
Project.  

10. Lee Wilder Snider – Ms. Snider discussed the proposed cultural commission.  
 
Each small group was directed to identify and agree upon on three top issues (i.e., keys or 
opportunities for Benicia), followed by recommended actions to address each issue.  
Groups were directed to present a maximum of three issues and two actions per issue, but 
in some instances there were ties, and so, for example, three actions may be listed under 
an issue.  In a few instances, only one action was agreed upon by the group.  Following is 
the final product of each small group.   
 
Group 1: 
Facilitator:  Jim Erickson, City Manager 
 
1. Economic Development 

• Tourism Plan 
• Improve Benicia Industrial Park Infrastructure 

 
2. Sustainability 

• Walkability and Bikability 
• Implement Climate Action Plan 

 
3. Infrastructure 

• Parking/Trans. – Downtown & Waterfront 
• Parking at Community Park 

 
Group 2: 
Facilitator:  Andrew Bidou, Deputy Police Chief 
 
1. Tourism 

• Funding for tourism/staff support  
• Funding for marketing – implement plan  

 
2. Water – increased supply 

• Study technologies – desalinization  
• Evaluate coordination with water recycling  
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3. Police Facility 
• Get funding for building  

 
4. Benicia Business Park 

• Shepherd the project through  
• Work on Specific Plan  

 
Group 3: 
Facilitator:  Valerie Ruxton 
 
1. Reduce Carbon Footprint 

• Encourage green buildings 
• Establish sustainability commission 

 
2. Tourism & Cultural Arts 

• Eco-tourism plan 
• Promote Benicia’s artists/culture (Majestic Theater) 

 
3. Improve Economic Development Downtown 

• Small business start-up incentives  
• More public amenities 

 
Group 4: 
Facilitator:  Steve Vucurevich, Fire Chief 
 
1. Downtown/Tourism Waterfront 

• Create draw:  Complete Waterfront Park  
• Keep downtown safe to walk at night  
• Shop downtown  

  
2. Benicia Business Park 

• Appoint strong oversight committee  
• Transparent process 

   
3. Transportation 

• Develop comprehensive plan to link Vallejo ferry to downtown and arsenal  
• Bring ferry service to waterfront  

 
Group 5: 
Facilitator:  Mario Giuliani, Management Analyst 
 
1. Recreation/Health 

• Community center 
• Tennis court/lights at courts 

2. Library 
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• Library basement 
• Update technology 

 
3. Community Identity/Arts 
 

• Develop Arts & Culture Commission 
• Finish Commanding Officer’s Quarters 

 
Group 6: 
Facilitator:  Dan Schiada, Public Works Director 
 
1. Tourism 

• Implement recommendations of committee on Tourism Plan (4 items)  
 
2. Strengthen Downtown  

• Streetscape elements (lights, flowers, furniture)  
• More retail  
• More events  

 
3. Climate Action Plan 

• Form sustainability commission 
• Green Education Program for kids and adults 

 
4. Local arts programs 

• More funding for downtown events, displays (empty storefronts) – music, 
visual arts and theater 

• Art gallery downtown 
 
Group 7: 
Facilitator:  Gina Eleccion, Management Analyst 
 
1. Tourism 

• Web site – utilize and improve 
• Implement – EDB recommendations  

 
2. Business Development Downtown 

• Implement tourism plan  
• Incentives  
• Art gallery space – event/limited shows – concentrated sales  

 
3. Cultural Arts 

• Tourism Plan  
• Cultural Arts Commission  
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Group 8: 
Facilitator:  Bob Oettinger, Police Lieutenant 
 
1. Water Recycle Plant/Conservation 

• Investigate stimulus funds 
• Education incentives for conservation 

 
2. Public Safety – New Police Facility 

• Reactivate plans and funding opportunities 
• Lead certification may bring funding 

 
3. Attract/Encourage more small/large businesses 

• Survey available space and opportunities 
• Promoting through Economic Development Board 

 
ACTION ITEM: 
Medical Marijuana Dispensary and Hookah Lounge Moratorium Ordinance: 
Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, reviewed the staff report. 
 
Ms. McLaughlin discussed the moratorium being implemented in two stages. First stage 
would be 45 days; the maximum would be two years.  
 
Public Comment: 
1. Kathy Kerridge – Ms. Kerridge discussed the fact that there were legitimate medical 

uses for medical marijuana.  
2. Jon Van Landschoot – Mr. Van Landschoot discussed concerns regarding head shops, 

including adult book store or video store into the ordinance.  
 

Ms. McLaughlin discussed those two issues being covered in a previously adopted 
ordinance.  

3. Rick Ernst – Mr. Ernst clarified that the action was to do the 45 day moratorium, then 
Staff would come back to extend it if Staff felt appropriate. Staff and summer interns 
would work on the ordinance. Mr. Ernst would like to see the issue of a possible 
increase in crime addressed.  

4. Kathy Kerridge – Ms. Kerridge inquired whether there was an active application. 
Staff confirmed there was one inquiry last week.  

 
Council and Staff discussed that there was quite a bit of record on this issue that would 
support Council’s position, and the process for issuing cards for medical marijuana use.  
 
URGENCY INTERIM ORDINANCE  09-07 - AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN 
INTERIM ZONING MORATORIUM ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MEDICAL 
MARIJUANA DISPENSARIES AND HOOKAH LOUNGES IN THE CITY OF 
BENICIA AND ADOPTING FINDINGS INCLUDING ENVIRONMENTAL 
FINDINGS AND FINDINGS OF CONSISTENCY WITH THE GENERAL PLAN 
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On motion of Vice Mayor Campbell, seconded by Council Member Schwartzman, the 
above Urgency Interim Ordinance was adopted, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mayor Patterson adjourned the meeting at 9:54 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
       ________________________ 
        Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 


