
 

   
 

BENICIA HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

 

City Hall Commission Room 

Thursday, March 24, 2016 

6:30 P.M. 

 

 

I. OPENING OF MEETING   

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. Roll Call of Commissioners 

C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public - A plaque stating the 

Fundamental Rights of each member of the public is posted at the 

entrance to this meeting room per Section 4.04.030 of the City of Benicia’s 

Open Government Ordinance. 

 

II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Commission on any 

matter not on the agenda that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Historic Preservation 

Review Commission.  State law prohibits the Commission from responding to or acting upon 

matters not listed on the agenda.  Each speaker has a maximum of five minutes for public 

comment.  If others have already expressed your position, you may simply indicate that you agree 

with a previous speaker.  If appropriate, a spokesperson may present the views of your entire 

group.  Speakers may not make personal attacks on commissioners, staff or members of the 

public, or make comments which are slanderous or which may invade an individual’s personal 

privacy. 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR 
Consent Calendar items are considered routine and will be enacted, approved or adopted by 

one motion unless a request for removal for discussion or explanation is received from the Historic 

Preservation Review Commission or a member of the public by submitting a speaker slip for that 

item. 
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A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 25, 2016 REGULAR MEETING  

  

V. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

A. REPLACEMENT OF DOWNTOWN STREET SIGNS 

 

PROPOSAL:  

Last Fall, the Public Works Department secured funding to replace the 

worn-out and in some cases the nearly impossible to read street signs on 

First Street. Initially the City thought the replaced signs had to conform 

with current Federal and State Highway standards, meaning the First 

Street signs could only be replaced with one of four approved street sign 

background colors (white, brown, green or blue). However, because First 

Street is a designated a Historic District, the City is allowed to continue to 

utilize the current design.  

 

Recommendation:  Review the sign prototypes and provide a 

recommendation to the City Council. 

 

B. MILLS ACT CONTRACT ANNUAL COMPLIANCE REPORT 

As part of the Mills Act Program requirements, the City is responsible for 

performing annual inspections of each Mills Act property for compliance 

with their respective Mills Act contracts. Inspections were performed in 

January and February, 2016. Staff will update the commissioners on the 

status of the annual Mills Act Contract inspections. 

 

C. DISCUSSION ITEM – HPRC COMMUNITY OUTREACH  

 

PROPOSAL:  

On January 28, 2016 the Historic Preservation Review Commission (HPRC) 

discussed their Annual Report and Work Program. During Commission 

discussion of the item, staff was asked to agendize discussion of 

community outreach.  This item was agendized for the February 25, 2016 

meeting and continued to March 24, 2016 by action of the Commission. 

 

Recommendation:  Form a sub-committee of interested HPRC 

commissioners to evaluate the purpose and approach for community 

engagement. Following a recommendation of the sub-committee to the 

HPRC at large, the HPRC may consider adding the suggested item to the 

work program.  

 

VI. ELECTION OF OFFICERS (CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR) 

The Commission will elect a Chair and Vice Chair to take effect at the 

Commission’s next regularly scheduled meeting on April 28, 2016.  

https://beniciacarebuild.govoffice2.com/vertical/Sites/%7BF991A639-AAED-4E1A-9735-86EA195E2C8D%7D/uploads/02_February_25_HPRC_Minutes_-_DRAFT.pdf
https://beniciacarebuild.govoffice2.com/vertical/Sites/%7BF991A639-AAED-4E1A-9735-86EA195E2C8D%7D/uploads/Replacement_of_Downtown_Street_Signs.pdf
https://beniciacarebuild.govoffice2.com/vertical/Sites/%7BF991A639-AAED-4E1A-9735-86EA195E2C8D%7D/uploads/Mills_Act_2015_Annual_Compliance_Report_03152015.pdf
https://beniciacarebuild.govoffice2.com/vertical/Sites/%7BF991A639-AAED-4E1A-9735-86EA195E2C8D%7D/uploads/Community_Outreach_Mar_2016.pdf
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VII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 

 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Public Participation 

The Benicia Historic Preservation Review Commission welcomes public participation.  

  

Pursuant to the Brown Act, each public agency must provide the public with an opportunity to 

speak on any matter within the subject matter jurisdiction of the agency and which is not on the 

agency's agenda for that meeting.  The Historic Preservation Review Commission allows speakers to 

speak on agendized and non-agendized matters under public comment.  Comments are limited to 

no more than 5 minutes per speaker.  By law, no action may be taken on any item raised during the 

public comment period although informational answers to questions may be given and matters may 

be referred to staff for placement on a future agenda of the Historic Preservation Review 

Commission. 

 

Should you have material you wish to enter into the record, please submit it to the Commission 

Secretary. 

 

Disabled Access 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if you need special assistance to 

participate in this meeting, please contact the ADA Coordinator at (707) 746-4211. Notification 48 

hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure 

accessibility to this meeting. 

 

Meeting Procedures 

All items listed on this agenda are for Commission discussion and/or action.  In accordance with the 

Brown Act, each item is listed and includes, where appropriate, further description of the item 

and/or a recommended action.  The posting of a recommended action does not limit, or 

necessarily indicate, what action the Commission may take. 

 

The Historic Preservation Review Commission may not begin new public hearing items after 11 p.m.  

Public hearing items, which remain on the agenda, may be continued to the next regular meeting 

of the Commission, or to a special meeting. 

 

Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009; if you challenge a decision of the Historic Preservation 

Review Commission in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else 

raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the 

Historic Preservation Review Commission at, or prior to, the Public Hearing.  You may also be limited 

by the ninety (90) day statute of limitations in which to file and serve a petition for administrative writ 

of mandate challenging any final City decisions regarding planning or zoning. 

 

Appeals of Historic Preservation Review Commission decisions that are final actions, not 

recommendations, are considered by the Planning Commission.  Appeals must be filed in the 

Community Development Department in writing, stating the basis of appeal with the appeal fee 

within 10 business days of the date of action. 
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Public Records 

The agenda packet for this meeting is available at the City Clerk’s Office, the Benicia Public Library 

and the Community Development Department during regular working hours.  The Community 

Development Department is open Monday through Friday (except legal holidays), 8:30 a.m. to 5 

p.m. (closed from noon to 1 p.m.).  Technical staff is available from 8:30 - 9:30 a.m. and 1:00 - 2:00 

p.m. only. If you have questions/comments outside of those hours, please call 746-4280 to make an 

appointment.  To the extent feasible, the packet is also available on the City’s web page at 

www.ci.benicia.ca.us under the heading “Agendas and Minutes.”  Public records related to an 

open session agenda item that are distributed after the agenda packet is prepared are available 

before the meeting at the Community Development Department’s office located at 250 East L 

Street, Benicia, or at the meeting held in the City Hall Commission Room.  If you wish to submit 

written information on an agenda item, please submit to Suzanne Thorsen, Commission Secretary, as 

soon as possible so that it may be distributed to the Historic Preservation Review Commission. 

http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/

