
April 1, 2003  
The Benicia City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. Copies of Council Agendas are available in the City Clerk's office on the Friday afternoon before the Council meeting. 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING - CITY COUNCIL APRIL 1, 2003  A special meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called by Mayor Steve Messina at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 1, 2003.  ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION Linda S. Purdy, City Clerk, stated the Benicia City Council meeting is called to order and announced that the Council will immediately convene in Closed Session to discuss the following:  CLOSED SESSION 
Conference with Legal Counsel - Existing Litigation (Subdivision (a) of Government Code Section 54956.9)  Name of Case: Benicia Unified School District v. City of Benicia  Notice was duly given twenty-four hours prior to the meeting by the City Clerk.  COMMUNICATION ON CLOSED SESSION ITEMS: WRITTEN: PUBLIC COMMENT: None  Adjourned to Closed Session at 7:02 p.m. 

 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING - CITY COUNCIL APRIL 1, 2003  The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by Mayor Steve Messina at 7:41 p.m. Tuesday, April, 1, 2003, in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of which are recorded on tape.  ROLL CALL: Present:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Absent:   None  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Messina led the pledge to the flag.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: Mayor Messina announced action taken in Closed Session as follows: Re: Conference with Legal Counsel - Existing Litigation - Benicia Unified School District v. City of Benicia - provided direction to the City Attorney and City Manager.  APPOINTMENTS: Mayor Messina announced the reappointments of Luis Delgado (Design Review vacancy), Toni Haughey, and Roger Green to the Historic Preservation Commission to fill full terms to April 18, 2007.  RESOLUTION NO. 03 - 41 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S REAPPOINTMENTS 



OF LUIS DELGADO, TONI HAUGHEY, AND ROGER GREEN TO THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION TO FILL FULL TERMS TO APRIL 18, 2007 The above Resolution confirming the Mayor’s reappointments was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Noes:   None  PROCLAMATIONS: CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH - APRIL 2003 Mayor Messina read the Proclamation; accepted by Michael Aust, Benicia Representative to the Solano Children’s Network.  SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS AND PREVENTION MONTH - APRIL 2003 Mayor Messina read the Proclamation; accepted by Cheryl Franklin-Golden, Executive Director, SafeQuest Solano; Ms. Golden thanked the Council for their support.  NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK - APRIL 6-12, 2003 Mayor Messina read the Proclamation; accepted by Monique le Conge, Library Director; announced upcoming events to celebrate the Library’s tenth anniversary (1) Kevin Starr, State Librarian, will speak on May 22, 2003 (2) June 14, 2003 -Festival (3) June 19, 2003 - Birthday cake will be served all day (4) June 20, 2003 - Diablo Regional Band will give a concert.  ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: Mayor Messina asked if there were any changes to the Agenda.  On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, and unanimously carried, Agenda was adopted as presented  COMMUNICATIONS: WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENT: 
1. Mary Roberts, 547 Hastings Drive, spoke in regard to the elimination of the Class Size Reduction Program due to budgetary problems of the Benicia Unified School District; good schools create higher property values; several fundraisers are planned for the future. 2. Wayne Hutchinson, 1550 Karen Drive, addressed the City Council previously regarding the number of vehicles parked on his neighbor’s property; there are approximately 20-22 cars parked and being worked on during the day and night; Police have been responsive but can only do so much; requested the City Attorney to work on an ordinance that will include the number of vehicles that can be attached to one household. 

Vice Mayor Campbell requested the current status of the proposed nuisance ordinance.  Colette Meunier, Community Development Director, stated that the Planning Commission had held a workshop, but it did not address vehicles, which are governed by State law.  Mayor Messina requested a report from the City Manager on this subject at the next meeting.  Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, stated that the current ordinance does not address this issue; research is being done currently. 
3. Council Member Smith announced that the School District Liaison Committee would be meeting April 3, 2003 at 8:30 a.m.; encouraged attendance at the STA/Yolo Solano Air Quality Management District Workshop-Partners in Planning on April 11, 2003 at the Travis Credit Union.  

CONSENT CALENDAR: Mayor Messina asked if there were any requests for items to be pulled; Vice Mayor Campbell 



requested Item E be pulled.  On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, and unanimously carried, the following items were approved under the Consent Calendar:  Minutes of March 18, 2003.  Approval of check registers for February 2003.  RESOLUTION NO. 03-42 - A RESOLUTION DESCRIBING IMPROVEMENTS AND DIRECTING PREPARATION OF ENGINEER’S REPORT FOR THE CITY OF BENICIA LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING DISTRICT, FISCAL YEAR 2003-2004  RESOLUTION NO. 03- 43 - A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BIDS, AWARDING THE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF $67,172.66 TO BOND BLACKTOP OF UNION CITY, CALIFORNIA, FOR THE YEAR 2003 SLURRY SEAL PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY  RESOLUTION NO. 03-44 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING COMPLETION OF THE EMERGENCY REPAIR WORK TO CITY HALL AND DIRECTING STAFF TO SUBMIT A PROGRESS REPORT AT THE NEXT SCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETING  Waive the readings of all ordinances introduced and adopted pursuant to this Agenda. 
(END OF CONSENT CALENDAR) 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH ZEIGER 
ENGINEERS, INC. OF OAKLAND NOT TO EXCEED $33,600 FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF PLANS 
AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE RECREATION AREA LIGHTING PROJECT 
Vice Mayor Campbell requested this item to be pulled from the Consent Calendar; requested adding 
lights for the tennis court and pool to this project. 
 
Mike Alvarez, Parks and Community Services Director, stated that the lights for the tennis courts will 
be added to this bid; pool lights are not adequate for nighttime swimming; an estimate for $8000 for 
design and $80,000 for construction has been received for the pool lights. 
 
Council Member Smith clarified that grant funding had been received for a large portion of this current 
project; praised staff for obtaining this grant funding. 
 
Council took the following action: 
RESOLUTION O2-45 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A 
CONTRACT WITH ZEIGER ENGINEERS, INC. OF OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA FOR DEVELOPMENT 
OF PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE RECREATION AREA LIGHTING PROJECT 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney, the above Resolution was 
adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
RESOLUTION AMENDING THE CITY COUNCIL’S RULES OF PROCEDURE 
Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, stated that this was another attempt to clarify how items will be 
placed on the agenda; provided examples from other cities and the School District’s rules; provided 
the Mayor’s proposal; no recommendation as this is the Council’s choice. 
 
Two concerned citizens spoke on this matter. 
 



Mayor Messina stated that there is a cost incurred whether it is financial or in staff time each time an 
item is placed on the agenda; resources need to be used wisely. 
 
Jim Erickson, City Manager, stated that adoption of these proposed rules by other cities were not 
uncommon; useful tool in managing resources. 
 
Council Member Bidou stated his support for the proposed changes; promotes the community working 
through the Council. 
 
Council Member Whitney supports the proposed rewrite; feels that the Council should not discuss the 
item the first time it is presented (Council Requests for Future Agenda Items), but rather when it 
comes back on the agenda. 
 
Council Member Smith made suggestions for several wording changes; would like the item title 
specifically requested by the Council Member retained; suggested that the City Manager, City Attorney 
and City Clerk should be allowed to provide the second vote to agendize an item; feels that action can 
be taken when the item is under Council Requests for Future Agenda Items. 
 
Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, clarified that public comment should be allowed when the item is 
proposed for placement on a future agenda. 
 
Mayor Messina restated his proposal; feels that an item can be placed on the agenda without a 
majority vote; two votes sufficient. 
 
Vice Mayor Campbell stated his support for the Mayor’s proposal. 
 
Council took the following action: 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-46 - A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE 
CONDUCT OF CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS, AS AMENDED 
On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Bidou, the above Resolution was 
adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
CONSIDERATION OF TWO OPTIONS FOR AN URBAN GROWTH BOUNDARY BALLOT MEASURE 
Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, summarized the two options; Option 1 reaffirms current existing 
boundary policies as stated in the General Plan, no CEQA requirements; there is not enough time for 
the City Council to place Option 2 on the November ballot due to CEQA requirements; citizen’s could 
place Option 2 on the ballot as an initiative. 
 
Mayor Messina would like to see Option 1, Option 2 (citizen’s initiative) and an additional Option 3, 
allowing the current City Council at the time to decide. 
 
Vice Mayor Campbell requested clarification on the boundary for the proposed Intermodal Train 
Station in relationship to the UGB and EIR requirements needed. 
 
Colette Meunier, Community Development Director, stated that the UGB divides the site; EIR would be 
required due to the size and scope of the project; Option 2, as written, may cause problems for the 
proposed train station. 
 
Seven concerned citizens spoke on this item. 
 
Council Member Smith stated that he has a problem with both options; some of the wording unclear; 
Option 1 ignores the recommendations made by the Committee formed by the Council on this issue; 



multiple ballot measures cause confusion; allow Option 2 to be brought forward by the citizens group 
and reviewed by the City Attorney; questioned how quickly the Notice of Intent for an initiative could 
be processed. 
 
Council Member Bidou expressed his concerns about preserving the train station; one million dollars 
already spent on the project; supports inclusion of schools. 
 
Vice Mayor Campbell stated that either one of the Options was better than what we have now; 
referred to a Resolution passed by the City Council in 1992 proceeding with the Seeno development 
and an amphitheater in the Northern Area; would like the voters to have the final say; move ahead 
with both options. 
 
Council Member Whitney restated that no one on this Council wants to see residential development in 
the Northern Area; need to educate the community; agrees with Vice Mayor Campbell to move ahead 
with both options; would like the options to provide a yes/no wording; voters will prevail. 
 
Council Member Smith commented that extending urban uses outside the UGB invites development in 
this area. 
 
Mayor Messina stated that when the General Plan was adopted in 1999 it was very specific as to what 
was allowed; does not oppose multiple options being presented to the voters; restated his proposed 
three options; strongly believes that churches, schools and golf courses are allowable uses; requested 
a time table for possible amendments to the General Plan. 
 
Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, and Colette Meunier, Community Development Director, clarified 
the Council’s direction to staff. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mayor Messina adjourned the meeting at 10:11 p.m. 
 
 
Linda S. Purdy, City Clerk 


