
April	1,	2008	Regular	City	Council	Meeting	
BENICIA	CITY	COUNCIL	
REGULAR	MEETING	AGENDA	
City	Council	Chambers	
April	1,	2008	
7:00	P.M.	
I.	CALL	TO	ORDER:	
II.	CLOSED	SESSION:	
III.	CONVENE	OPEN	SESSION:	
A.	ROLL	CALL	
B.		PLEDGE	OF	ALLEGIANCE	
C.		REFERENCE	TO	THE	FUNDAMENTAL	RIGHTS	OF	PUBLIC	
IV.	ANNOUNCEMENTS/APPOINTMENTS/	PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS:	
A.	ANNOUNCEMENTS:	

1. Announcement	of	action	taken	at	Closed	Session,	if	any.	
2. Announcement	of	openings	on	boards	and	commissions:	

Sky	Valley	Open	Space	Committee:	
One	unexpired	term	to	September	30,	2010	
Human	Services	and	Arts	Board:	
Two	unexpired	terms,	one	to	June	30,	2008	and	one	to	June	30,	2009	
Solano	Transportation	Authority	Pedestrian	Advisory	Committee:	
Immediate	opening	–	Three-year	term	
Tri-City	and	County	Cooperative	Planning	Group	Citizen	Advisory	Committee:	
Immediate	opening	-	Term	to	be	determined	
3.	Mayor’s	Office	Hours:	
Mayor	Patterson	will	maintain	an	open	office	every	Monday	(except	holidays)	in	the	Mayor’s	
Office	of	City	Hall	from	6:00	p.m.	to	7:00	p.m.	No	appointment	is	necessary.	Other	meeting	
times	may	be	scheduled	through	the	City	Hall	office	at	746-4210	or	by	
emailacardwell@ci.benicia.ca.us.	
4.	Announcement	by	Mayor	Patterson	regarding	The	World	Mayors	and	Local	Governments	
Climate	Protection	Agreement	
B.		APPOINTMENTS:	
C.		PRESENTATIONS:	
D.		PROCLAMATIONS:	
1.	National	Library	Week	–	April	13-19,	2008	
2.	Sexual	Assault	Awareness	Month	–	April	2008	
3.	National	D.A.R.E.	Day	–	April	10,	2008	
V.	ADOPTION	OF	AGENDA:	
VI.	OPPORTUNITY	FOR	PUBLIC	COMMENT:	
A.	WRITTEN	
B.	PUBLIC	COMMENT	
VII.	CONSENT	CALENDAR:	
Items	listed	on	the	Consent	Calendar	are	considered	routine	and	will	be	enacted,	approved	or	
adopted	by	one	motion	unless	a	request	for	removal	or	explanation	is	received	from	a	Council	



Member,	staff	or	member	of	the	public.	Items	removed	from	the	Consent	Calendar	shall	be	
considered	immediately	following	the	adoption	of	the	Consent	Calendar.	
A.	Approval	of	Minutes	of	March	18,	2008.	(City	Clerk)	
B.	Approval	of	modifications	to	the	allocation	of	positions	in	the	Benicia	Police	Department	
and	establishment	of	the	salary	ranges	for	Lieutenant	and	Deputy	Police	Chief.	(Police	Chief)	
With	the	addition	of	the	Deputy	Police	Chief	position,	the	Benicia	Police	Department	
administration	structure	will	be	comprised	of	one	Deputy	Chief	position	and	two	Lieutenant	
positions,	replacing	the	current	structure	composed	of	three	Captains.	This	action	approves	
the	job	description	for	the	Deputy	Police	Chief	position	and	approves	reclassifying	two	
Captain	positions	to	Lieutenants,	replacing	the	three	Captain	positions	presently	authorized	
in	the	2007-09	Budget.	In	addition,	this	action	is	establishing	the	salary	ranges	for	the	
Lieutenant	and	Deputy	Police	Chief	positions.	This	change	is	cost	neutral,	as	it	does	not	result	
in	any	additional	positions	and	the	salary	adjustments	will	not	increase	overall	personnel	
costs	for	the	department.	
Recommendation:	Adopt	the	resolutions	modifying	the	allocation	of	positions	in	the	Benicia	
Police	Department,	establishing	the	salary	ranges	for	Lieutenant	and	Deputy	Police	Chief,	and	
approving	the	Deputy	Police	Chief	job	description.	
C.	Second	reading	of	an	ordinance	amending	Subsection	B	of	Section	17.70.300	(Animals)	of	
Chapter	17.70	(Site	Regulation)	of	Title	17	(Zoning)	of	the	Benicia	Municipal	Code.	
(Community	Development	Director)	
At	a	meeting	on	December	4,	2007,	the	City	Council	adopted	an	ordinance	to	amend	the	
animal	control	provisions	of	the	Benicia	Municipal	Code.	This	new	ordinance	currently	
conflicts	with	the	existing	Zoning	Ordinance	provisions	for	caring	and	keeping	animals.	The	
proposed	zoning	text	amendments	will	remove	any	conflicts	between	the	two	code	
provisions.	There	are	no	fiscal	impacts.	
Recommendation:	Adopt	the	ordinance	to	approve	zoning	text	amendments	to	be	consistent	
with	recently	adopted	changes	to	Title	6	(Animals)	of	the	Benicia	Municipal	Code.	
D.	Purchase	of	five	tarp	rollers	for	the	James	Lemos	Pool.	(Parks	&	Community	Services	
Director)	
The	James	Lemos	Pool	cover	tarp	rollers	are	used	to	remove	and	store	the	pool	cover	tarps	
from	the	50-meter,	L	shaped	and	wading	pool.	The	current	rollers	were	purchased	
approximately	14	years	ago	and	have	been	repaired	several	times	and	are	currently	non	
operational.	Due	to	the	age	of	the	rollers	it	is	very	difficult	to	find	parts.	Therefore	they	need	
to	be	replaced.	In	addition,	the	current	rollers	cannot	be	safely	operated	or	maneuvered	by	
staff.	The	total	cost	of	the	rollers	is	$32,000.	Staff	is	recommending	authorization	of	a	transfer	
of	Park	Dedication	funds	from	the	9th	Street	Park	project	for	the	purchase.	The	9th	Street	Park	
project	currently	has	a	fund	balance	of	$71,030,	leaving	a	project	fund	balance	of	$39,030.	
Recommendation:	Adopt	a	resolution	authorizing	the	purchase	of	five	replacement	pool	
cover	tarp	rollers	at	the	James	Lemos	Pool	in	the	amount	of	$32,000.	
E.	Implementation	of	a	Taxi	Performance	Monitoring	Program.	(Finance	Director)	
At	the	City	Council	meeting	on	February	5,	2008,	the	City	Council	approved	the	first	reading	of	
the	revision	to	the	City’s	taxicab	ordinance	to	allow	the	acceptance	of	Vallejo	taxicab	permits	
within	the	City.	During	the	discussion	of	the	ordinance	changes,	the	City	Council	directed	staff	
to	develop	a	taxicab	performance	monitoring	program.	The	program	is	to	achieve	the	



following:	1)	Ensure	that	taxicabs	operating	in	the	City	are	picking	up	passengers	within	a	
reasonable	amount	of	time,	2)	Ensure	that	taxicabs	are	operating	within	the	guidelines	of	the	
City’s	taxicab	ordinance,	and	3)	Ensure	that	taxicabs	are	operating	within	their	agreements	
with	the	City	for	the	provision	of	the	Safe	Ride	and	Benicia	Breeze	Taxi	Scrip	
Programs.	Implementation	of	this	program	would	cost	approximately	$3,600	annually	and	
funding	would	come	from	the	Transit	Fund.	
Recommendation:	By	motion,	authorize	the	City	Manager	to	implement	the	proposed	taxi	
performance	monitoring	program,	with	minor	changes	authorized	by	the	City	Attorney,	to	
ensure	that	taxicab	operators	in	the	City	comply	with	the	City’s	taxicab	ordinance	and	their	
agreements	for	the	Benicia	Safe	Ride	Program	and	Benicia	Breeze	Taxi	Scrip	Programs.	
F.	Approval	to	waive	the	reading	of	all	ordinances	introduced	and	adopted	pursuant	to	this	
agenda.	
VIII. PUBLIC	HEARINGS:	
A.	Introduction	and	first	reading	of	an	ordinance	transferring	design	review	authority	outside	
historic	districts	to	the	Planning	Commission.	(Community	Development	Director)	
At	a	special	meeting	on	January	29,	2008,	the	City	Council	directed	staff	to	process	
amendments	to	the	zoning	ordinance	necessary	to	transfer	authority	for	commission-level	
design	review	outside	historic	districts	from	the	Historic	Preservation	Review	Commission	to	
the	Planning	Commission.	At	its	February	14,	2008	regular	meeting,	the	Planning	Commission	
recommended	approval	of	the	amendments.	
Recommendation:	Approve	the	first	reading	of	an	ordinance	to	transfer	authority	for	
commission-level	design	review	outside	historic	districts	from	the	Historic	Preservation	
Review	Commission	to	the	Planning	Commission.	
B.	Adoption	of	annual	increases	for	the	Capital	Improvement	License	Tax,	the	Park	Land	
Dedication	Fee,	and	the	Library	Book	Fee.	(Finance	Director)	
The	City	of	Benicia	currently	collects	one	development	impact	tax	and	two	development	
impact	fees	to	support	government	activities,	park	improvements	and	expanded	library	
circulation.	The	City	ordinance	governing	the	administration	of	the	development	impact	tax	
and	fees	requires	that	each	be	adjusted	annually	by	the	change	in	the	consumer	price	index	
or	construction	cost	index.	In	accordance	with	California	State	law	and	local	ordinances,	the	
tax	and	fees	will	become	effective	60	days	after	Council	approval	at	a	public	hearing.	The	tax	
and	fee	increases	will	add	an	estimated	$5,260	per	year	and	will	be	deposited	into	the	
respective	funds.	
Recommendation:	Conduct	a	Public	Hearing	and	adopt	the	resolutions	approving	increases	
for	the	Capital	Improvement	License	Tax,	the	Park	Land	Dedication	Fee,	and	the	Library	Book	
Fee.	
IX.	ACTION	ITEMS:	
A.	Petition	for	temporary	relief	under	the	Benicia	Municipal	Code	Section	8.20.210	(Noise	
Ordinance).	(City	Manager)	
Evonne	Marston,	owner	of	the	Captain	Walsh	House,	an	event	facility,	has	again	submitted	a	
petition	for	temporary	relief	from	the	noise	ordinance	in	order	to	host	an	event	with	
amplified	music	past	the	time	stated	in	the	noise	ordinance.	Due	to	neighborhood	impacts	of	
the	amplification,	this	request	should	be	denied.	



Recommendation:	Deny	the	petition	for	temporary	relief	under	Municipal	Code	Section	
8.20.210,	which	will	prohibit	the	owner	of	the	Captain	Walsh	House	from	allowing	amplified	
music	for	special	events	beyond	the	noise	ordinance’s	stated	time	limits.	
B.	Confirmation	of	the	updated	Top	Ten	Policy	Issues	list	for	2007-09.	(City	Manager)	
At	the	February	26,	2008	Special	City	Council	meeting,	the	City	Council	reviewed	the	list	of	
current	priority	projects	and	policy	issues.	They	evaluated	them	based	on	ratings	of	
importance	they	assigned	prior	to	the	meeting,	along	with	public	input	provided	at	the	
meeting.	Council	requested	that	an	updated	list	of	the	priority	projects	be	agendized	for	a	
regular	meeting	in	order	to	confirm	the	final	list,	which	was	done	at	the	March	4,	2008	City	
Council	Meeting.	The	prioritization	of	the	policy	issues	remains	to	be	finalized,	and	the	results	
of	the	Council’s	recent	rankings	on	the	current	issues	are	provided	for	confirmation	at	the	
April	1,	2008	City	Council	meeting.	
Recommendation:	By	motion,	confirm	the	updated	list	of	Top	Ten	Policy	Issues	for	the	
remainder	of	the	current	two-year	budget	period.	
X.	INFORMATIONAL	ITEMS:	
A.	Reports	from	City	Manager	
1.	Verbal	update	regarding	transit	consolidation.	(Finance	Director)	
XI.	COUNCIL	MEMBER	REPORTS:	
XII.	ADJOURNMENT:	
		
Public	Participation	
The	Benicia	City	Council	welcomes	public	participation.	
Pursuant	to	the	Brown	Act,	each	public	agency	must	provide	the	public	with	an	opportunity	
to	speak	on	any	matter	within	the	subject	matter	jurisdiction	of	the	agency	and	which	is	not	
on	the	agency's	agenda	for	that	meeting.	The	City	Council	allows	speakers	to	speak	on	non-
agendized	matters	under	public	comment,	and	on	agendized	items	at	the	time	the	agenda	
item	is	addressed	at	the	meeting.	Comments	are	limited	to	no	more	than	five	minutes	per	
speaker.	By	law,	no	action	may	be	taken	on	any	item	raised	during	the	public	comment	
period	although	informational	answers	to	questions	may	be	given	and	matters	may	be	
referred	to	staff	for	placement	on	a	future	agenda	of	the	City	Council.	
Should	you	have	material	you	wish	to	enter	into	the	record,	please	submit	it	to	the	City	
Manager.	
Disabled	Access	
In	compliance	with	the	Americans	with	Disabilities	Act	(ADA),	if	you	need	special	assistance	
to	participate	in	this	meeting,	please	contact	Dan	Pincetich,	the	ADA	Coordinator,	at	(707)	
746-4211.	Notification	48	hours	prior	to	the	meeting	will	enable	the	City	to	make	reasonable	
arrangements	to	ensure	accessibility	to	this	meeting.	
Meeting	Procedures	
All	items	listed	on	this	agenda	are	for	Council	discussion	and/or	action.	In	accordance	with	
the	Brown	Act,	each	item	is	listed	and	includes,	where	appropriate,	further	description	of	the	
item	and/or	a	recommended	action.	The	posting	of	a	recommended	action	does	not	limit,	or	
necessarily	indicate,	what	action	may	be	taken	by	the	City	Council.	
Pursuant	to	Government	Code	Section	65009,	if	you	challenge	a	decision	of	the	City	Council	in	
court,	you	may	be	limited	to	raising	only	those	issues	you	or	someone	else	raised	at	the	



public	hearing	described	in	this	notice,	or	in	written	correspondence	delivered	to	the	City	
Council	at,	or	prior	to,	the	public	hearing.	You	may	also	be	limited	by	the	ninety	(90)	day	
statute	of	limitations	in	which	to	challenge	in	court	certain	administrative	decisions	and	
orders	(Code	of	Civil	Procedure	1094.6)	to	file	and	serve	a	petition	for	administrative	writ	of	
mandate	challenging	any	final	City	decisions	regarding	planning	or	zoning.	
The	decision	of	the	City	Council	is	final	as	of	the	date	of	its	decision	unless	judicial	review	is	
initiated	pursuant	to	California	Code	of	Civil	Procedures	Section	1094.5.	Any	such	petition	for	
judicial	review	is	subject	to	the	provisions	of	California	Code	of	Civil	Procedure	Section	
1094.6.	
Public	Records	
The	agenda	packet	for	this	meeting	is	available	at	the	City	Manager's	Office	and	the	Benicia	
Public	Library	during	regular	working	hours.	To	the	extent	feasible,	the	packet	is	also	
available	on	the	City's	web	page	at	www.ci.benicia.ca.usunder	the	heading	"Agendas	and	
Minutes."	Public	records	related	to	an	open	session	agenda	item	that	are	distributed	after	the	
agenda	packet	is	prepared	are	available	before	the	meeting	at	the	City	Manager's	Office	
located	at	250	East	L	Street,	Benicia,	or	at	the	meeting	held	in	the	Council	Chambers.	If	you	
wish	to	submit	written	information	on	an	agenda	item,	please	submit	to	the	City	Clerk	as	
soon	as	possible	so	that	it	may	be	distributed	to	the	City	Council.	
IV-D-1.pdf			
IV-D-2.pdf			
IV-D-3.pdf			
VII-A	MINUTES.pdf			
VII-B-	PD.pdf			
VII-C	ANIMALS.pdf			
VII-D	POOL.pdf			
VII-E	TAXI.pdf			
VIII-A	DESIGN	REV.pdf			
VIII-B	FEES.pdf			
IX-A	NOISE.pdf			
IX-B	POLICY.pdf			

	






















































































































































































































