
April 6, 2004 
The Benicia City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers. Copies of Council Agendas are available in the City Clerk's office on the Friday afternoon 
before the Council meeting. 
MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING - CITY COUNCIL 
APRIL 6, 2004 
 
The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by Mayor Steve 
Messina at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 6, 2004, in the City Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, 
complete proceedings of which are recorded on tape. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Absent:   None 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Mayor Messina led the pledge to the flag. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS: 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Mayor Messina announced the following items: 

 "Listening to the Prairie: Farming in Natures Image" - a traveling exhibition at the Benicia Public 
Library, May 3, 2004. 

 Benicia was named one of the ‘Ten most playful towns in America’ by Nick Jr. Family Magazine. 
 There is currently an opening on the PURE Committee.  

APPOINTMENTS: 
RESOLUTION 04-42 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF ANDREW ODELL 
TO THE HUMAN SERVICES FUND BOARD TO AN UNEXPIRED TERM ENDING JULY 1, 2005 
 
The above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
RESOLUTION 04-43 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF STEPHEN DEAN 
TO PEOPLE USING RESOURCE EFFICIENTLY ("PURE") 
 
The above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 



Noes:   None 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
County Transportation Plan (Darryl Halls, Solano Transportation Authority) 
Darryl Halls, Executive Director of the Solano Transportation Authority (STA) presented this item. Mr. 
Halls stated that the core responsibilities are to program federal, state, and regional transportation 
funds; to do countywide transportation planning; operate the Solano/Napa Commuter Information 
Rideshare Program; coordinate several transit routes; work with Cal-Trans on highway projects; and 
work with MTC. The main reason for the presentation is to talk about their update to the Countywide 
Transportation Plan. The four studies STA wanted to discuss were: I-80/680/780 corridor study; I-
80/680/780 transit study; countywide senior disabled transit study; the significant shortfall on 
maintaining the local streets and roads. Mr. Halls discussed the current and future challenges the 
County faces. 
 
Mike Duncan, Director of Projects for STA discussed the I-80/680/780 corridor study. He briefly 
discussed other projects currently under construction: SR 37 widening; SR 37/SR 29 Interchange; I-
80/680 Auxiliary Lane; Jepson Parkway. There are currently 37 mid-term projects in the works, at an 
estimated cost of $872 Million to $1 Billion. There are currently 25 long-term projects at an estimated 
cost of $874 Million. The mid term projects for Benicia are: Lake Herman Road/Vista Point Park and Ride 
Lot; Benicia Intermodal Station; Benicia Parkway/Rose Drive Park and Ride Lot. The long term projects 
for Benicia are: Eastbound/Westbound I-780 Auxiliary Lane - 2nd Street to 5th Street; 
Eastbound/Westbound I-780 Auxiliary Lane - Military West to Columbus Parkway. 
 
Elizabeth Richards, Program Director, STA discussed the reasons for the I-80/680/780 Transit Corridor 
Study. She discussed the service planning principles used for the study, as well as the recommended 
2005, 2010, 2015, 2020, and 2025 service improvements. She discussed the specific recommended 
transit service improvements for Benicia. She discussed the Draft Senior and Disabled Transit Study and 
the purpose for the study. 
 
Mr. Duncan (STA) discussed the local streets and roads, and the estimated road maintenance shortfall of 
$38 Million dollars that Benicia will face in the next 25 years. 
 
Mayor Messina asked Mr. Halls what the options were for dealing with the estimated shortfall. Mr. Halls 
stated that there are some ideas currently in discussion, but nothing has been decided on yet. There is 
no simple answer. He stated that the City is at a competitive disadvantage, because it cannot bring 
flexible local match dollars to the table. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson asked of the taxes California sends to Washington DC, how much do we get back? 
Mr. Halls stated that we are considered a donor state. California is getting a 90% return. Regarding 
transportation, we are a surplus state. He could not estimate a dollar amount that we are not getting 
back from Washington DC. Vice Mayor Patterson asked about California being a major transit location 
for goods and services. She wants the public that we only get 90% back of what we (California) send to 
Washington DC; that we represent the bulk of the goods that move across the country, and that we 
have one of the fastest growing populations. The reason we can’t keep up is because we don’t get our 



fair share. She asked him to relay this message to Washington DC. 
 
Council Member Smith stated that Cal Trans will be hosting a ground breaking ceremony to celebrate 
lanes being added to I-80/680 interchange on Friday 4/16/04 at 10:00 a.m. at the Green Valley Crossings 
shopping center. 
 
Council Member Campbell asked questions on the ‘competitive local match dollars’ and how it worked. 
Mr. Halls explained how the match dollars work. Council Member Campbell commented on the 
extensive competition for project funds. 
 
Council Member Whitney asked questions regarding the dollars that have been earmarked for Benicia’s 
current major projects. He asked how those funds would be affected if the City decided not to go 
forward with the Intermodal Transportation Station. Mr. Halls explained the funding process. The dollars 
have to be used for what it was intended for, in one way or another. 
 
Council began to discuss details of the Intermodal Transportation Project. City Manager Jim Erickson 
suggested holding off on specific details on the Intermodal Transportation Project until its place on the 
Agenda. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson summarized by stating it is basically a question of Benicia being committed, good 
planning to avoid surprises, and being ready for funding. Mr. Halls agreed that the more the City can be 
consistent, the better chance it will have for funding. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS: 
Mayor Messina presented the following Proclamations: 

 Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month - April 2004 (Cheryl Franklin-Golden, SafeQuest 
Solano) 

 Child Abuse Prevention Awareness Month - April 2004 (Jennifer Kaiser, Children’s Network of 
Solano County) 

 National Library Week - April 18-24, 2004  
Council Member Smith cited his experience on the Child Abuse Prevention Board. He stated there are 4 
types of child abuse. The best way to prevent is to observe and report. 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
None. 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
City Manager Jim Erickson requested Council approve moving Reports from City Manager and Reports 
from City Council Committees to follow Unfinished and New Business on all future Agenda’s. He stated 
that the Water Distribution Public Hearing has been postponed to 5/4/04. He requested that agenda 
item IX-B be dealt with before item IX-A. 
 



On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Vice Mayor Patterson, and unanimously approved, 
the Agenda was adopted as amended. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
WRITTEN: 
Various written letters and communications were given to Council Members prior to the meeting. 
Copies are on file w/the City Clerk. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

1. Spencer Mullaney and Kristin Van Buskirk - Discussed the recent ‘Every 15 Minutes’ presentation 
at Benicia High School. Liberty High School participated in this as well. Mr. Mullaney stated that 
the program/presentation was a huge success. He stated that it was very important to their 
legacy of ‘no accidents, no deaths due to a DUI.’ This year’s theme was ‘It’s not an accident, it’s 
a choice.’ Ms. Buskirk read an anonymous poem written by a student regarding the 
presentation. Mr. Mullaney presented Mayor Messina with a T-Shirt. Mr. Mullaney mentioned 
the recent death of a former student. 

2. Council Member Smith commended the City and District Staff, as well as the students for their 
participation in this. He thanked the Youth Action Task Force for their involvement. 

3. J.B. Davis 385 West K Street - Mr. Davis stated that the County Bicycle Advisory Committee 
voted to give Benicia $124,573.00 to complete design on a pedestrian/bicycle bridge on I-780 
and Rose Drive. This is in addition to the $85,000 that the Bicycle Advisory earmarked for this 
project a few years ago. Benicia almost did not get this money. He stated the committee stated 
that it is time for the City of Benicia to step up and provide some funding for this project. Some 
of the funding could possibly come from the traffic impact fees that are associated with the 
proposed development at Rose Drive and Columbus Parkway. He asked the city to set aside 
some of those funds for this project. 

4. Danika Kavulich 450 Mills Drive - Ms. Kavulich had various comments on the Intermodal 
Transportation Station (ITS). This project makes no sense. This project would harm what little 
wetlands are left in that area. This project is not convenient enough to encourage people to stop 
using cars/gas. The city needs to come up with a location that will encourage participation. Ms. 
Kavulich reiterated that this project does not make sense. 

5. Council Member Smith announced the following upcoming events: 
o On 4/7/04, the Travis Community Consortium will be presenting a salute to Travis at the 

Hilton Garden Inn in Fairfield. Council Member Smith will be presenting an award to one 
of Travis’ heroes. 

o On 4/15/04 Benicia City Staff will present a public workshop on updating the City’s 
downtown historic preservation plan from 7-9 p.m. in the library. 

o On 4/15/04, the Benicia Chamber of Commerce will have its monthly business mixer at 
Something Simple, 408 Military East, from 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 



o On 4/19/04, Assemblywoman Lois Wolk will host an informational meeting on changing 
the way automobile insurance is assessed in California. The meeting will be in Dixon at 
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. For more information, call 455-8025. 

o On 4/17/04, there will be ‘Opening day on the Strait’. There will be the blessing of the 
fleets, an arts and craft show, and a boat parade. For more information, call 746-6600. 

o On 4/17/04, the Mardi Gras Benicia Group will have a masked ball. For more 
information, call 747-5272. 

o The Chamber of Commerce will host a golf tournament at Hiddenbrook Golf Club on 
4/23/04. 

o The Benicia Kiwanis Club will host a golf tournament at the Mare Island Golf Club to 
benefit the Benicia elementary schools on 5/20/04. For more information call Dave 
Watson at 746-8244. 

o On 5/2/04, BPAF will have its spring music festival at the Jefferson Street Mansion from 
1:30 to 8:00 p.m. 

o Open Studios for Benicia artists and glass blowers will be on 5/1/04 and 5/2/04. (It 
actually starts on 4/29.) For more information, call 745-2614 or 747-0131. 

o The Police Station Civic Center Renovation Committee will meet twice next week. They 
will meet on Tuesday 4/13/04, and Saturday, 4/17/04 at the library. He encouraged the 
public to participate. 

6. Council Member Whitney discussed the length of the City Council Meeting Agenda. He stated 
that if we are serious about ‘Sunshine’ in this community, the agenda’s are not going along with 
those practices. He asked Staff and Council to better manage the agendas. He will not support 
City Council Meetings going past 11:30 p.m. 

7. Council Member Campbell inquired as to adding a third Council meeting when the agenda is 
long.  

Mayor Messina called for a 5-minute break at 9:07 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 9:14 p.m. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR: 
Mayor Messina asked if there were any items to be pulled from the Consent Calendar. Council Member 
Smith requested items V-B, V-I, and V-J be pulled. 
 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney, and unanimously carried, 
the Consent Calendar was approved as amended. 
 
The Minutes of March 16, 2004 were approved. 
 
The Monthly Investment Reports were approved. 
 



RESOLUTION 04-44 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION WITH THE 
METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION FOR ALLOCATION OF TRANSPORTATION 
DEVELOPMENT ACT FUNDS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2003-04 
 
ORDINANCE 04-8 - SECOND READING AND ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 
17.36.030 (LAND USE REGULATIONS) OF CHAPTER 17.36 (OS OPEN SPACE DISTRICT) OF TITLE 17 
(ZONING) OF THE BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE 
 
RESOLUTION 04-45 - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BENICIA DECLARING ITS 
INTENTION TO VACATE A PORTION OF WEST L STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY BETWEEN WEST 12TH STREET 
AND WEST 13TH STREET 
 
RESOLUTION 04-46 - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BENICIA DECLARING ITS 
INTENTION TO VACATE A PORTION OF MILITARY EAST RIGHT OF WAY AT EAST 6TH STREET 
 
RESOLUTION 04-47 - A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE CONDUCT OF 
CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
Waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and adopted pursuant to this agenda. 
(END OF CONSENT CALENDAR) 
 
Council took the following actions: 
Denial of claim and referral to insurance carrier (Medinas) 
Council Member Smith stated that the claimant has a legitimate beef; however it should not be against 
the City. They should direct their claim against the DMV. 
 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Vice Mayor Patterson, and unanimously carried, 
Council approved the denial of claim and referral to insurance carrier (Medinas). 
 
RESOLUTION 04-48 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN TWO CONTRACTS 
WITH THE CHILDREN’S NETWORK TO ENHANCE THE SERVICES OF THE BENICIA FAMILY RESOURCE 
CENTER (FRC) TO INCLUDE THE INTEGRATED FAMILY SUPPORT INITIATIVE (IFSI) AND THE IFSI, SCHOOL 
READINESS ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM 
 
Council Member Smith commended the City’s Human Resources department on the job descriptions 
that they developed. 
 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney and unanimously carried, 
the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
Job description for Family Referral Specialist: 



On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney and unanimously carried, 
the job description for Family Referral Specialist was approved by minute order on roll call by the 
following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
RESOLUTION 04-49 - A RESOLUTION AFFIRMING THE CITY MANAGER’S AWARD OF A SOLE SOURCE 
CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,000 TO CECILE KAZEMI FOR HER SERVICES AS THE COORDINATOR 
OF THE BENICIA YOUTH ACTION TASK FORCE. 
 
Council Member Smith stated that he mistakenly pulled this item. He Commended Cecile Kazemi for her 
work on the ‘Every 15 Minutes’ program. 
 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Vice Mayor Patterson, and unanimously approved, 
the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
Public Hearing on Water Distribution System Improvement Project: This item has been postponed to 
5/4/04. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Report relating to the Intermodal Transportation Station (ITS) project and recommendations pertaining 
to funding and conducting studies to assure a project that meets both local and regional transportation 
needs. 
 
RESOLUTION 04-50 - A RESOLUTION AFFIRMING SUPPORT FOR AN INTERMODAL TRANSPORTATION 
STATION AND DIRECTING COMPLETION OF ADDITIONAL TRANSPORTATION AND PLANNING STUDIES 
AND THE PREPARATION OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN BENEFITING THE COMMUNITY 
 
Assistant City Manager Karen Majors reviewed the background on this project (provided in the agenda 
packet). Ms. Majors 
 
Mayor Messina asked Darryl Halls to come forward to answer questions. Mayor Messina asked Mr. Halls 
what the critical factors are, in terms of making an Intermodal Station a success. Mr. Halls discussed 
aspects of successful Intermodal projects in both Dixon and Fairfield. Fairfield put a lot of local money 
into their Intermodal Station. They planned early. He stated that Benicia most likely does not need as big 
of a Station as it has planned. 
 
Council Member Campbell asked Mr. Halls how many riders he envisioned would be using the Benicia 
train station if it were done today. Mr. Halls could not estimate a number, as he did not have the study 
numbers with him. Council Member Campbell commented on the closeness in proximity of the Martinez 
and proposed Benicia train stations. 



 
City Manager Jim Erickson stated that many of the questions Council has could be answered with the 
short-range transportation study. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson stated that getting to and from water is a public trust use. BCDC is one of the 
jurisdictions that have some authority over public trust. For purposes of transportation, this would not 
have a huge barrier in order to succeed through the BCDC consideration of the port priority. 
 
Council Member Smith clarified that what we are talking about is Intermodal Transportation Station, not 
an Intermodal Train Station, as it has been referred to. It will include inner-city rail service, local and 
inner-city bus service, park and ride facilities, Airporter and other shuttle services, taxi services. He 
stated that it would be constructive to look at Suisun City’s Station. He stated that he supports the 
proposed Resolution. He stated that ferry service is on Benicia’s list for transportation needs as well. He 
would like to piggyback on Vallejo’s 5th ferry, and try and make it so that Benicia is one of its stops. 
 
Council Member Campbell stated he is interested in the Intermodal site, but is not so sure about the 
train station. He is not convinced it is worth the expense. 
 
Council Member Whitney stated that in Europe, they have trains everywhere. People are more inclined 
to walk due to gas prices. He thinks there is a future for mass transit in Benicia. He is open to looking at 
an alternate location for the station. 
 
Public Comment: 

1. Kent Hanson - Mr. Hanson represents the landowners on Morrow Island. They are basically 
made up of duck clubs. The Morrow Island landowners are in favor of the Resolution, however, 
they are opposed to the proposed location/sighting at Goodyear and Lake Herman Road. Having 
the ITS at this location would have a negative impact on the marsh. There would be too much 
noise, traffic and there would be a negative environmental impact. 

2. Vice Mayor Patterson discussed the ‘startle effect’ and how it would cause a decrease in 
reproduction of birds. Vice Mayor Patterson asked Mr. Hanson how often is the Suisun marsh 
tested for water quality. Mr. Hanson was not sure of how often such testing was performed. 

3. Steve Chappell - Suisun Conservation District (SCD) - Mr. Chappell recommended that Council 
adopt the Resolution. Many of the concerns the SCD have are associated with development 
around the marsh, mitigation, loss of wetlands and impact on wetlands. A lot of the money for 
this project will have to be used for mitigation for loss of wetlands. Finding a site that does not 
have such negative effects would be more cost effective. Mr. Chappell discussed the critical 
negative effects having the ITS at this location would have on the marsh. 

4. Mayor Messina asked Assistant City Manager Karen Majors to clarify whether a fair section of 
the area the City is looking at is currently being used for composting and similar activities. Ms. 
Majors stated that the original project includes all of the property known as the Bruzzone 
property, which is approximately 9 acres. There is some property on the other side of Goodyear 
Road as well. Ms. Majors used the map of the area to clarify all property in question. Mayor 



Messina asked Mr. Chappell if the City was to limit its use to the area that is specifically being 
used for composting, if that would make them more comfortable with the project. Mr. Chappell 
stated that it would minimize the effects, but there were still concerns. 

5. Vice Mayor Patterson recapped that all the projects surrounding the marsh that have been 
approved since 1971 have been subject to CEQA and have been mitigated. Yet, the waterfowl 
population continues to decline, ‘due to urban encroachment’. 

6. Council Member Whitney asked Ms. Majors if the tracks were separated in a specific location. 
Ms. Majors clarified the point in which the tracks separate. 

7. Mark Henley California Water Fowl Association - Mr. Henley echoed the sentiments of Mr. 
Chappell and Mr. Hanson. He urged support of the Resolution and any other support Council 
could provide to protect the Suisun Marsh would be appreciated. 

8. Belinda Smith 347 Goldenslopes Court - Ms. Smith stated that she hopes Council adopts this 
Resolution. The marsh is a treasure. She stated that she is concerned that the City may be stuck 
on a ‘train’ station. She thinks there are other alternatives to trains. 

9. Susan Street 240 East Second Street - Ms. Street asked Council Member Campbell if combining 
the use of Amports land with a ferry system would work. Council Member Campbell stated that 
a ferry is not part of the current project. Mayor Messina stated that ferries would be looked at 
as part of the short-range transportation plan.  

Mayor Messina asked Mr. Halls if he saw anything in the language of the current Resolution that would 
effect or slow down the City’s ability to get RM2 or STIP money. Mr. Halls stated that it should not 
prevent, but could possibly slow it down. Mr. Halls stated that May 1, 2004 is the deadline for requests 
for funds. Mayor Messina stated that the City was spending a lot of money running a bus from Benicia to 
BART. The City could be smarter with their dollars. He complimented Vice Mayor Patterson on her 
talking points. There is no magic center where everyone could walk. The City could do better spending 
money on busses running through the community, as opposed to the longer commuter services. Light 
rail service in Benicia will most likely become a reality someday. In terms of funding, he would rather see 
the money sooner than later. The project should be done in phases. He stated that the City needs to be 
environmentally sound with regards to this project. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson thanked Staff for their efforts on this project. She summarized her talking points 
listed in the Agenda packet. She stated that she would be reserving her opinion on where the City ought 
to have an ITS and what it would serve, and how it would serve. 
 
City Attorney Heather McLaughlin clarified the changes that need to be made to the Resolution that 
were mistakenly left out. 
 
Council Member Campbell stated that he supports the Resolution. It looks like it will ‘stop the bleeding’ 
on this project. The City needs to use its money wisely. The proposed site at Goodyear Road is not a 
viable option. 
 
Council Member Smith stated that he is concerned about the term ‘avoidance’ in the Resolution. He 



proposed ‘only acceptable mitigation’ be reworded to read ‘preferable mitigation’, and ‘mitigation 
measures other than avoidance will not be acceptable’ would need to be removed. He supports 
relocating the site, and studying where it should be. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson stated that she prefers to stick with the term ‘avoidance’. 
 
Council Member Whitney does not support the Resolution. He supports the ITS, but not this particular 
Resolution. The City needs to move forward while the dollars are there. 
 
Mayor Messina stated that he has concerns with the language in the Resolution. He shares the concerns 
that were raised regarding the marsh. 
 
On motion of Vice Mayor Patterson, seconded by Council Member Smith, the above Resolution was 
adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, and Smith 
Noes:   Council Member Whitney and Mayor Messina 
 
Report relating to documenting the City’s Capital Improvement Program process: Dan Schiada, Director 
of Public Works. Mr. Schiada reviewed the summary listed in the Staff report for this Agenda item. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson suggested the following changes: 

1. On page I-X-A-5, changing the second bullet language to read ‘circulation’ as opposed to ‘traffic’ 
2. On page I-X-A-5, changing the third bullet’s language to read ‘storm water management’ as 

opposed to ‘storm drain project’ 
3. At II, under the heading ‘Evaluation Process’ what we need to do is create an implicit hierarchy 

starting with the General Plan; everything flows from the General Plan. A short statement would 
be acceptable. 

4. At III, on page I-X-A-6, what needs to be done is start the whole process with a public workshop. 
She asked Mr. Schiada suggested that under the July-December timeframe, working with the 
community to help develop the 20-year CIP. 

5. Include the criteria listed in the Resolution. ‘Conformance with CEQA goals and criteria, as well 
as the regulatory requirements.  

On motion of Vice Mayor Patterson, seconded by Council Member Whitney, and unanimously approved, 
the report relating to documenting the City’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP) process was approved 
by minute order on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Letter expressing interest in exploring feasibility of acquiring a Benicia Unified School District site for 
location of a Community Center should a school site become available in the near future: 



 
City Manager Jim Erickson discussed the proposed letter to the School District. 
 
Council Member Smith stated that he is excited by the proposal, but does not support it. He is not 
interested in a school site. He would be interested in the district office site. He does not endorse a 
school site closure. He would only be interested in a long-term lease. He does not want this to delay in 
any way the Scout house project at Community Park. 
 
Council Member Whitney stated that Council should remain completely neutral on this issue until the 
School Board decides what they are going to do. Council should table this item until the School Board 
makes a decision. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson suggested rewording indication to the School Board so Council’s decision would 
be based on community decision, regarding the availability. Council should make an expressed interest 
in the district office. She stated that this might be helpful to the School Board when they have their 
meeting on Thursday, 4/8/04. 
 
Mayor Messina asked Mike Alvarez, Director of Parks and Community Services for input on possible sites 
that would work for the City as a Community Center. Mr. Alvarez reiterated that he does not want to get 
involved in the school board’s decision. He stated that suitability; kitchen, gymnasium, etc. would be a 
key factor in choosing a site for the Community Center. The district office may not be suitable. Mayor 
Messina stated that he agrees with Council Member Smith’s concerns. He also agrees that the City 
should go forward with the Scout house at Community Park. He is also in agreement that he does not 
want to be the reason the School Board closes a school. 
 
Council Member Campbell stated that tabling this until the School Board makes a decision would be the 
best thing to do at this point. 
 
Mayor Messina summarized direction to City Manager Jim Erickson that Council wants to go forward 
with the Scout house at Community Park. In terms of the School District, Council would be willing to talk, 
but they do not want to be perceived as influencing their decision to close a school. In the interim, Staff 
could tour the district office to find out if it would be suitable. 
 
Presentation of the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2003 by 
Scott Maze, Managing Partner, Maze and Associates: Finance Director Rob Sousa introduced the report. 
Mr. Maze gave a brief overview of the report, pointing out the usefulness of the graphs. 
 
Council Member Smith had issues with the statement ‘growth pays its own way’. Mayor Messina stated 
that this is a subject is something Council needs to address; however it needs to be done at a later date. 
Vice Mayor Patterson agreed that it should be discussed at a later date. Mayor Messina suggested Mr. 
Sousa wordsmith the sentence to make it more acceptable. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson stated that this report is a great document. It provides a great sense of what the 
City is worth, and what it is about. It provides a far more complete picture than in the past. 



 
On motion of Vice Mayor Patterson, seconded by Council Member Whitney, and unanimously approved, 
the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2003 was approved by 
minute order on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
Continued discussion and approval of Fund Balance Reserve Policy: 
 
RESOLUTION 04-51 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING A BALANCED BUDGET POLICY AND A FUND BALANCE 
RESERVE POLICY 
 
Finance Director Rob Sousa reviewed the Staff report summary provided in the Agenda packet. 
 
Mayor Messina praised Staff for their efforts on this item. However, he had an issue with the number of 
votes required if accessing reserve dollars becomes necessary. He would feel more comfortable if it 
required a 4/5 vote, rather than a 3/5 vote. With that change made, he made a motion to approve the 
Resolution. 
 
On motion of Mayor Messina, seconded by Council Member Campbell, and unanimously approved, the 
above Resolution was adopted as amended on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
Filling the Historic Preservation Commission vacancy: 
This item was continued to the 4/20/04 Council Meeting. 
 
REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER: 
This item was continued to the 4/20/04 Council Meeting. 
 
REPORTS FROM CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mayor Messina adjourned the meeting at 11:39 p.m. 
 
 
Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 
 


