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MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING – CITY COUNCIL 

APRIL 7, 2009 
 

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by 
Mayor Elizabeth Patterson at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 7, 2009 in the City Council 
Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of which are recorded on 
tape. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Absent:  None 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Jim Erickson led the pledge to the flag. 
 
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS: 
A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of each member of the public is posted at the 
entrance to the Council Chambers per Section 4.04.030 of City of Benicia Ordinance No. 
05-6 (Open Government Ordinance). 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS: 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Openings on Boards and Commissions: 
• Sky Valley Open Space Committee: 

One unexpired term to September 30, 2010 
One full term to January 31, 2013 

• Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Commission: 
One unexpired term to March 31, 2010 

 
Mayor’s Office Hours: 
Mayor Patterson will maintain an open office every Monday (except holidays) in the Mayor’s 
Office of City Hall from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. No appointment is necessary. Other meeting 
times may be scheduled through the City Hall office at 746-4200. 
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
RESOLUTION 09-28 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S 
APPOINTMENT OF LAWRENCE GROSSMAN TO THE FINANCE, AUDIT AND 
BUDGET COMMITTEE TO A FULL TERM ENDING JANUARY 31, 2011 
 
The above Resolution was adopted, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
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PRESENTATIONS: 
Planned Parenthood: A trusted provider of Healthcare and Education:  
Ms. Shanie Scott, Mr. Fernando Diaz, and Ms. Anissa Jassawalla of Planned Parenthood, 
Shasta Diablo, discussed the services that Planned Parenthood provides to citizens, as 
well as upcoming events it is sponsoring.  
 
California of the Past: 
Diane Smikahl, Library Director, introduced the video ‘California of the Past.’ 
 
Benicia - Tula Sister City Association - Annual Presentation: 
A representative of the Benicia - Tula Sister City Association, reviewed the association’s 
activities over the past year. A video titled Tula 2008’ was played.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS: 
• Recognition of National Library Week 
• Recognition National Public Safety Telecommunicators’ Week  
• Recognition of Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
Vice Mayor Campbell requested items X-A-1 and X-A-2 be moved to immediately 
follow the Consent Calendar.  
 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, the 
Agenda was adopted as amended, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 
WRITTEN: 
Various items submitted (copies on file). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
1. Anne Hansen – Ms. Hansen invited the public to attend her birthday party at the 

Benicia Historical Museum on 4/8/09.  
2. Bunyan Johnson – Mr. Johnson encouraged citizens to apply to serve on the Solano 

County Grand Jury. He left applications to serve on the Grand Jury with the City 
Clerk.  

3. Angela Martin – Ms. Martin discussed her support for the upcoming bicycle race in 
Benicia.  

4. Leah Shelhorn – Ms. Shelhorn discussed her support for the upcoming bicycle race in 
Benicia.  

5. Alan Shore – Mr. Shore spoke in support of the upcoming bicycle race in Benicia. He 
discussed the recent event ‘Benicia in Bloom.’  

6. Gretchen Burgess – Ms. Burgess stated that she might not be able to stay to hear the 
animal control ordinance agenda item. She did not want anyone to take that as a lack 
of support. She had to get home to her children. 
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7. Vice Mayor Campbell – Vice Mayor Campbell made a correction to a past item that 
was reported on. The benches that will be put on First Street will be donated by Mr. 
Ron Calderwood and his class at BMS, not BHS as previously reported.  

 
CONSENT CALENDAR: 
Council pulled items VII-F and VII-I. 
 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Ioakimedes, 
the Consent Calendar was adopted as amended, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson  
Noes: None 
 
The Minutes of March 17, 2009 were approved.  
 
Council approved the denial of the claim against the City by Martha Brice and referral to 
insurance carrier.  
 
Council approved the denial of the claim against the City by Terence Keenan and referral 
to insurance carrier: 
 
Council accepted the investment report for the quarter that ended December 2008.  
 
Council approved the Agreement for receipt of Neighborhood Stabilization Program 
(NSP) grant funds.  
 
RESOLUTION 09-29 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF AN 
APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT 
ACT OF 2009 (ARRA) FUNDING AND STATING THE ASSURANCE TO 
COMPLETE THE PROJECT 
 
RESOLUTION 09-30 - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BENICIA AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO AMEND CONTRACTS 
ACCEPTING AND DISBURSING GRANT FUNDING FOR BAY FILL REMOVAL 
ON CITY OWNED WATER PROPERTY 
 
Approval to waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and adopted pursuant to this 
agenda. 

(END OF CONSENT CALENDAR) 
 
Council took the following actions: 
Second reading of campaign disclosure ordinance:  
Council Member Schwartzman discussed concerns regarding section 1.40.100. If the 
section was supposed to address independent expenditure groups, he would like 
‘candidate’ removed from the language in that section. He discussed having language in 
another ordinance (or State law) that addressed disclosure – any campaign literature of 
more than 200 pieces had to have ‘paid for by the committee.’ Ms. McLaughlin 
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confirmed the section in question should have read ‘independent expenditure committee.’ 
Council Member Schwartzman confirmed removing ‘candidate’ from that section was the 
only correction he wanted to make. Ms. McLaughlin acknowledged it was a 
typographical error.  
 
Council and Staff discussed State law requiring the language ‘paid for by,’ and the issue 
of penalty and enforcement, the need for the local ordinance to purport with State Law, 
and support for removing the word ‘candidate.’  
 
ORDINANCE 09-08 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BENICIA AMENDING CHAPTER 1.40 (CAMPAIGN FINANCING OF CANDIDATE 
ELECTIONS) OF TITLE 1 (GENERAL PROVISIONS) OF THE BENICIA 
MUNICIPAL CODE  
 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Vice Mayor Campbell, the 
above Ordinance was adopted as amended, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson  
Noes: None 
 
Adoption of the proposed resolution establishing a Policy Permitting the Rental of Below 
Market Rate For-Sale Units on the Basis of Hardship: 
Council and Staff discussed the City purchasing properties for sale where there were no 
buyers, renting such properties, keeping income restrictions in place, and the issue of 
tenant selection.  
 
RESOLUTION 09-31 - A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A POLICY FOR THE 
RENTAL OF BELOW MARKET RATE FOR-SALE UNITS 
 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, the 
above Resolution was adopted, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson  
Noes: None 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
Reports from City Manager: 
Verbal report on proposed downtown bike race: 
Jim Erickson, City Manager, discussed the proposed Downtown bicycle race, possible 
courses, benefits of the race, work that needed to be done to prepare, and public safety 
fees (approximately $3,000).  
 
Council and Staff discussed the need for the level of public safety proposed by Staff, 
backing up tourism, possibly approving the funds for the Police Department to cover the 
event, not taking action on this item tonight (as it was an informational item), supporting 
tourism, allowing Staff to make the decision regarding making funds available for Police 
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coverage during the event, and support for continuing the current practice for staff 
dealing with special events. 
 
Status report on stimulus program projects - Continued from the March 17, 2009 City 
Council Meeting: 
Jim Erickson, City Manager, reviewed the staff report.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
Review of the animal permit keeper’s permit for 45 Buena Vista:  
Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, reviewed the staff report.  
 
Mayor Patterson discussed late information that was submitted.  
 
At 8:32 p.m., Mayor Patterson requested a 5-minute break to review information 
submitted to Council at the meeting.  
 
The meeting resumed at 8:38 p.m. 
 
Public Hearing Opened 
 
Applicant: 
Ms. Christina Topf discussed the chain of events that led up to her appeal, her prior 
hearing on the animal keeper’s permit, prior testimony given by rabbit experts and 
citizens, Staff bringing up new information, two 1.5 hour meetings she had with the City 
Manager and Staff, traffic concerns, the size of her rabbit cage set up, misquotes in the 
City’s staff reports, continuing changes in the City’s standards and expectations, her 
ability to care for the animals, that her business did not create a nuisance, and she 
reviewed a PowerPoint presentation with photos of her property and neighbors’ 
properties. She discussed site visits made by Council Members Ioakimedes, 
Schwartzman, and Mayor Patterson.  
 
Mayor Patterson disclosed expartè communications.  
 
Mayor Patterson and Ms. Topf discussed the two parcels owned by Ms. Topf and 
concerns recently raised by neighbors.  
 
Council Member Schwartzman and Ms. Topf clarified comments made regarding odor 
and food storage.  
 
Public Comment: 
1. David Larsen – Mr. Larsen spoke in support of Ms. Topf’s business and animal 

keeper’s permit.  
2. Jessica Larsen – Ms. Larsen spoke in support of Ms. Topf’s business and animal 

keeper’s permit. 
3. Anne Ziogas – Ms. Ziogas spoke in opposition to the issuance of an animal keeper’s 

permit for Ms. Topf. Ms. Ziogas submitted a letter stating her concerns as well as 
photographs (copies on file). 
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4. Jim Schroeder – Mr. Schroeder discussed the issue of off-street parking, including 
Ms. Topf’s chickens in the total count of animals on her property, the increase in the 
number of rabbits when rabbit babies are born, and concerns regarding odor.  

5. Nancy Schroeder – Ms. Schroeder discussed concerns about comments made by Ms. 
Topf, odor, concerns regarding the quality of life of the rabbits, concerns regarding 
the state of the structures in Ms. Topf’s yard, the possibility that there were 40 rabbits 
on each parcel, concerns regarding the sound the animals on the property make, and 
her desire for her own home to be safe, healthy and pleasant. 

6. Pamela Ally– Ms. Ally discussed her expertise in the rabbit field. She discussed 
species criteria, the issue of odor, rats, possible measures that could be taken to 
address odor, the number of breeding female rabbits Ms. Topf has, the lack of 
inhumanity of caging the rabbits, the issue of the unsightly buildings, and the 
possibility of a mediated meeting to address concerns.  

 
Council and Staff discussed the issue of mediation.  

7. Jack Bethards – Mr. Bethards discussed the state of the rabbits that Ms. Topf was 
housing at his property on 932 Grant Street, the lack of problems the rabbits had 
caused, and the lack of odor and rats.  

8. Dan Smith – Mr. Smith spoke in support of Ms. Topf’s business and animal keeper’s 
permit, possibly adding a condition to her permit regarding more frequent cage 
cleaning, and concerns regarding the arbitrary number of rabbits allowed by the 
hearing officer.  

9. Zoe Garfinkle – Ms. Garfinkle spoke in support of Ms. Topf’s business and animal 
keeper’s permit. She used to live by and work for Ms. Topf. She discussed the lack of 
odor caused by the rabbits, lack of rats, the rabbits were not neglected, and the need 
to bring the rabbits home. 

10. Karen Hamilton – Ms. Hamilton spoke in support of Ms. Topf’s business and animal 
keeper’s permit. She discussed the lack of odor, noise, and rats, the need to get past 
this, her support of possible mediation, not spending more money on fighting the 
issue, and the need to bring the rabbit’s home.  

11. Charles Kane – Mr. Kane spoke in support of Ms. Topf’s business and animal 
keeper’s permit. He discussed the lack of odor.  

12. Che Coleman – Ms. Coleman spoke in support of Ms. Topf’s business and animal 
keeper’s permit. She discussed the lack of odor, rats, or traffic problems,  

13. Georgia Laurie – Ms. Laurie discussed her experience in raising rabbits. She spoke in 
support of Ms. Topf’s business and animal keeper’s permit.  

14. Rebecca Schwartz – Ms. Schwartz spoke in support of Ms. Topf’s business and 
animal keeper’s permit. She discussed the lack of odor associated with rabbits. She 
discussed her involvement in raising rabbits.  

15. Ken Bowman – Mr. Bowman discussed how he and Ms. Topf met and finally got 
married. He spoke in support of Ms. Topf’s business and animal keeper’s permit. He 
discussed the bus parked in front of their house that he used for wind surfing. He 
discussed the benefits of raising chickens.  

16. Carol Hartman – Ms. Hartman urged Council not to approve the proposed resolution. 
She discussed inaccuracies in the staff report. She discussed concerns regarding the 
lack of due process.  
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17. Anthony Shannon – Mr. Shannon spoke in support of the approval of Ms. Topf’s 
animal keepers permit.  

18. Nancy Steele – Ms. Steele spoke in support of the approval of Ms. Topf’s animal 
keeper’s permit. She discussed the lack of rats, and the possibility of rats being 
mistaken for baby possums.  

19. Jim Jensen – Mr. Jensen spoke in opposition to the approval of Ms. Topf’s animal 
keeper’s permit.  

20. Steve McKee – Mr. McKee clarified that he was not in support of the approval of Ms. 
Topf’s animal keeper’s permit. He did not feel it was in the best interest of the 
neighborhood.  

21. Mark Kovach – Mr. Kovach spoke in opposition to the approval of Ms. Topf’s animal 
keeper’s permit. He discussed past complaints he has made to the Police Department 
regarding Ms. Topf’s business. He discussed the closeness in proximity of the houses 
in West Manor. He discussed the presence of rats in the area.  

 
Rebuttal: 
Ms. Topf discussed misinformation presented by some of the public comment speakers, 
the need to take testimony of rabbit experts for accurate information, the lack of 
complaints over the past eight years. 
 
Public Hearing Closed 
 
Council and Staff discussed the number of rabbits being stored at 932 Grant Street (45 
adult rabbits), the number of concerned neighbors that came forward, concerns regarding 
odor, mediation, the possibility of a temporary conditional permit, the possibility of a 
compromise, the need to make an informed decision, support for hobby based businesses, 
and concerns regarding doing code enforcement based on complaints.   
 
Council Member Ioakimedes disclosed exparté communications. 
 
Mayor Patterson suggested a temporary permit for 95 that could be revoked if the 
conditions were not met, and having the permit be renewable annually, subject to 
applicant’s track record. She discussed the benefits of mediation, concerns regarding the 
changing findings and complaints from Staff. She would like some form of mediation to 
take place.  
 
Staff discussed the need to protect the community, keeping residential areas residential, 
the scale of Ms. Topf’s business, concerns regarding home occupancy, concerns 
regarding walk up traffic, storage of materials, activity that is visible to neighbors, and 
protecting residential integrity.  
 
Council Member Schwartzman disclosed expartè communications. 
 
Council Member Schwartzman discussed acknowledgement of Ms. Topf’s ability to care 
for the rabbits and for her professional abilities, concerns regarding the number of 
animals in a residential area, concerns regarding the ability to police the rules of a 
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temporary permit, the possibility of mediation, and the frequency of cage cleaning to 
reduce odor.  
 
Council Member Ioakimedes and Mayor Patterson discussed using alternative products to 
reduce odor, enforcement, mediation, and the possibility of leaving the driveway open for 
customer parking.  
 
Council Member Hughes discussed having the mediation take place first to see if a 
temporary permit with conditions could be met, and including monitoring in a permit.  
 
Staff discussed the annual keeper’s permit, keeping the permit at 45 rabbits, and the issue 
of temporary permits.  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell discussed the issue of an annual permit, the need to find some 
common ground, ensuring the neighbors could live with what is around them, and the 
concerns raised regarding the neighbors who were in opposition to the issuance of the 
permit.  
 
Mayor Patterson suggested that Staff put mediation together to include supporters and 
objectors, and the need to clarify whether to deal with tenants or property owners (such as 
in Mr. McKee’s case).  
 
Ms. McLaughlin discussed the possible budget impacts of mediation.  
 
Council Member Schwartzman discussed the Cities of Atherton and Menlo Park’s animal 
keeper permit process, moving forward with mediation, the need to find some middle 
ground, and keeping the limit at 40 until after mediation to see what happens.  
 
Mayor Patterson suggested directing staff to take resolution, modify it, and direct 
mediation. She suggested having three mediation sessions or so. If progress couldn’t be 
made, it should be brought back to Council. If the cost was prohibitive it should be 
brought back to Council. She suggested the language ‘Council finds the necessity for 
mediation, prior to granting 95 rabbits, such mediation will include at a minimum 
affected neighbors and the applicant. The results of mediation would be reported back to 
Council within three months. The decision of the hearing officer to allow 40 rabbits is 
upheld. She suggested striking the last sentence regarding staff recommends the number 
of permitted rabbits at…’ 
  
Council Member Ioakimedes asked if the third whereas would still be part of the 
resolution (requires two employees). Council agreed to strike that. Council agreed to 
strike the language regarding the weekly trips. The language regarding conducting sales 
would remain in the proposed ordinance.  
 
Council Member Hughes encouraged neighbors to be open to mediation and the 
possibility there is a resolution that could meet their needs.  
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Council Member Schwartzman inquired what would happen if this stayed at 40 and Ms. 
Topf put 40 rabbits at the property next door. Staff confirmed that Ms. Topf would need 
two separate permits.  
 
McLaughlin asked if the amended resolution included the findings about odors. Mayor 
Patterson stated that she took that out. McLaughlin stated that as noted in her 
introduction, the animal control officer had been to the property three times and detected 
odors. Mayor Patterson stated that it would have been helpful to have her here to testify 
to that. Ms. McLaughlin stated that it would have been helpful, but not cost effective. 
Mayor Patterson stated that it was not cost effective to do it this way either. There have 
been two meetings on this issue, six hours worth, five hours at the County level, and that 
was not cost effective. She would like a better way of doing this. Mayor Patterson stated 
that she noted odor when standing in front of the cages but did not smell anything when 
walking around the property.  
 
Council discussed the fact that odor seemed to be a big issue. Council suggested adding 
back into the findings that ’some neighbors have testified that the operation creates 
reasonable odors, traffic, attracts rats, and generates large amounts of waste’, then delete 
the remainder of that.  And then the last sentence, she did not think that was factually 
supported. She was uncomfortable saying that it generates traffic, odors, large amounts of 
waste, attracts rats, and requires significant space out buildings for the cages. Ms. 
McLaughlin suggested saying for that one as well that ‘some neighbors have testified 
about the traffic and odors.’ Mayor Patterson stated that made a lot of sense. It then sets 
the sets the stage for potential mediation. If the neighbors are persuaded that things could 
be better, then the self enforcement takes place, fine. If it can’t be, then the quality of life 
has been degraded and the City is not meeting the residential qualities of the 
neighborhood. That would work.  
 
Ms. McLaughlin summarized the changes as follows: 1) changed the third whereas to 
delete the first two clauses. Now it will just talk about sales and adoption, foot traffic, and 
vehicular impact, 2) added a new ‘now therefore be it resolved ‘the necessity of 
mediation prior to granting an approval for 95 rabbits. Such mediation is to include at a 
minimum the affected neighbors and the applicant. The results would be reported to 
Council in three months, 3) the existing ‘now therefore be it resolved’ changed so that 
Council finds that two of the required findings cannot be made as modified, #1 has been 
modified so that the sentence that begins ‘the neighbors that have testified’ now begins 
‘some neighbors have testified’, and then the last two sentences about the out buildings 
and stacked cages will be deleted, 4) the next finding on the proposed site would be 
changed so that the last sentence reads ‘as noted above, some neighbors have testified 
that the operation generates traffic…, 5) and the final ‘now be it further resolved ‘that the 
decision of the hearing officer to allow 40 adult rabbits at 45 Buena Vista is upheld.’ That 
means that there will only be 40 rabbits until there is a change in the permit conditions.  
 
Council Member Schwartzman suggested the new ‘now therefore be it resolved’ that 
talks about mediation go after the other two findings. Staff confirmed it would be moved 
to the bottom.  
 



   

Minutes of the City Council Meeting – April 7 2009                                               10

RESOLUTION 09-32 - A RESOLUTION DENYING THE REQUEST FOR AN 
ANIMAL KEEPER’S PERMIT FOR UP TO 95 RABBITS 
 
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member Ioakimedes, the 
above Resolution was adopted as amended, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member Ioakimedes, at 
10:56 p.m., Council approved continuing the meeting to hear item IX-A, on roll call by 
the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
Mayor Patterson called for a 7-minute break at 10:56 p.m. 
The meeting reconvened at 11:05 p.m. 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
Introduction of amendments to the Animal Control Ordinance related to cats including 
feral cats and to animal keepers permit provisions: 
Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, reviewed the staff report.  
 
Peter Wilson, Benicia Vallejo Humane Society, discussed concerns regarding cat fencing 
and monitoring, with regards to the welfare of animals. He discussed the need to educate 
people on the issues of spaying and neutering cats.  
 
Mayor Patterson suggesting moving forward with the issue of feral cats and the animal 
keeper permit changes, but continuing the domestic cat portion so Staff could gather 
more information.  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell discussed support for the feral cat portion of the ordinance. He 
discussed the community’s lack of support for the domestic portion of the ordinance.  
 
Public Comment: 
1. Darrell Lee – Mr. Lee spoke against feral cats. He discussed concerns regarding 

endangered birds.  
2. Mary Roulette – Ms. Roulette discussed the need to spay and neuter feral cats, her 

struggles with cat fencing, and the lack of ability to contain a domestic cat in a yard.  
3. Steven Stark – Mr. Stark discussed concerns regarding containment of domestic cats, 

the lack of ability to treat cats like dogs, getting rid of feral cat colonies, concerns 
regarding enforcement, the need to deal with the issue rationally, and support for 
public education on spaying and neutering.  

4. Christine Meade – Ms. Meade discussed the need to put this in perspective. She 
wondered if this was the best way for Council to use its time and money. She 
discussed concerns regarding the penalties.  
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5. Jane Curl – Ms. Curl discussed the fact that the bird population had not decreased in 
her neighborhood due to feral cats, her past experience with spaying and neutering 
feral cats, problems with raccoons, and the lack of tropical birds in her neighborhood.  

6. James Collins – Mr. Collins discussed the duck and goose feces running into the 
water system, and the fact that cats and dogs should not be treated the same.  

7. Amy Loverin – Ms. Loverin discussed her past experience with spaying and 
neutering feral cat colonies. She discussed the issue of enforcement.  

8. Rick McKinley – Mr. McKinley discussed the need to control raccoons, skunks, and 
possum’s before cats, and his desire to control dog barking.  

9. Shirin Samiljan – Ms. Samiljan discussed the issue of enforcement through 
complaint. Enforcement would be very difficult with domestic cats. She discussed 
putting microchips in pets, gradual eradication through management of the feral cat 
population, and concerns with the burden the ordinance would put on other local 
agencies.  

10. Sue Johnson – Ms. Johnson discussed what is good for cats (to stay indoors), 
concerns regarding cat feces in people’s yards, free roaming cats destroying native 
habitats, and how being a bird watcher had improved her life.  

11. Marilyn Chamber – Ms. Chamber discussed being a responsible cat owner. Her cats 
go outside, but don’t cause problems with her neighbors. She does not want to have to 
put up cat fencing in her yard.  

12. Anthony Shannon – Mr. Shannon discussed the lack of enforcement regarding cats. 
He discussed concerns regarding cat urine and feces, and the benefits of cat fencing.  

 
Council and Staff discussed Mayor Patterson’s suggested amendments regarding noticing 
requirements for the animal keeper’s permit issue, the issue of education, concerns 
regarding containing domestic cats, owners being responsible and accountable for their 
pets, when a hobby becomes a business, the need for the City to be involved in the 
noticing process, concerns regarding cat fencing, the difficulty in trying to treat cats like 
dogs, difficulties enforcing the containment of domestic cats, fees for using the Fairfield 
shelter and the free use of the Benicia/Vallejo Humane Society, concerns regarding cat 
feces in the waterways, the need to focus on education (possibly through a citizens 
group), concerns regarding feral cats, other ordinances that address spaying, neutering, 
licensing cats, and support for using the standard City appeal process (follow current 
steps of contacting the Police Chief, then the City Manager, and finally the Council).  
 
Mayor Patterson asked if there was a motion to adopt the introduction of the ordinance 
incorporating the consistency language and the noticing, and that the appeal language 
follows the current process (Police Chief, then the City Manager, and finally the 
Council).  
 
ORDINANCE 09- - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 6.44 (ANIMAL 
KEEPER PERMIT) OF TITLE 6 (ANIMAL CONTROL REGULATIONS) OF THE 
BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE  
 
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Vice Mayor Campbell, the 
Introduction and First Reading of the above Ordinance was adopted as amended, on roll 
call by the following vote: 
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Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 
Patterson 

Noes: None 
 
Staff discussed that the changes for the feral cats were on page IX-A-8, sections 3, 4, and 
5. Staff suggested that if Council wanted to adopt the changes, that on page IX-A-9, item 
(c) at the top, where it says ‘release the cats to animal shelter or human society for 
adoption or other disposition in accordance with the law’ then put a (.) period there, or a 
(, and), and not include the part about the colony caretaker. So, put a period after law, and 
delete the remainder. So, 6.36.050 deletes the existing paragraph (a) dealing with the 
colonies, and then follows with the direct ‘in order to encourage the reduction of feral cat 
populations in the City may’ and then there is (a), (b), (c), and (d), with the deletion of (e) 
impound feral cats in violation of this chapter and dispose of the cats in accordance with 
this title, deleting the rest of the stuff dealing with cat colonies.  
 
ORDINANCE 09- - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 6.12 (LICENSING OF 
DOGS), CHAPTER 6.16 (REGULATION OF DOGS) AND CHAPTER 6.36 (FERAL, 
WILD AND UNDOMESTICATED ANIMALS) OF TITLE 6 (ANIMAL CONTROL 
REGULATIONS) OF THE BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE  
 
On motion of Council Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, the 
Introduction and First Reading of the above Ordinance was adopted as amended, on roll 
call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
Council directed Staff to look into the domestic cat issue, look at other communities to 
see what they are doing, look for examples of what had been successful, look at what the 
cities of Novato and Petaluma had done, look at licensing programs, and have the City 
Attorney’s summer intern do research on the issue.  
 
Mr. Wilson (Benicia/Vallejo Humane Society) confirmed he would do some research on 
cat licensing and education programs. He offered to get the information in 30 days and 
get it to Staff. He would look into what other cities were doing with subsidizing low cost 
spaying and neutering. If more work needed to be done after the 30 days, the summer 
intern could work on it.  
 
COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS: 
Request to agendize the topic of alternate members for boards and commissions - 
Continued from March 17, 2009 City Council Meeting: 
Continued 
 
ADJOURNMENT:                                                                 
Mayor Patterson adjourned the meeting at 12:34 a.m. on 4/8/09.        ______________ 
                                                                                                           Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 
          


