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Welcome to the latest edition of the City Manager's Report from City of Benicia City
Manager  Brad  Kilger.  The  City  Manager's  Report  is  published  twice  monthly
highlighting the activities of the departments of our full-service city. Previous editions
are available on the City of Benicia City Manager's page.

Please  click  the  Join  our  Mailing  List  button  in  the  left  to  subscribe  to  the  City
Manager's Report and receive important messages from the City of Benicia and click
these links to follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

Brad

Time to Make Your Choice About Your Energy
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Provider
The Benicia City Council voted to join MCE,
a  not-for-profit,  public  power  agency  that
partners with PG&E to provide your electric
service.  MCE provides  50-100% renewable
energy  compared  to  PG&E's  22%*
renewable energy (*most recently reported
by PG&E). Not much will change for PG&E
customers.  PG&E  will  continue  to  handle
electric  delivery  services,  including  power
line  maintenance,  meter  reading  and
monthly bills. If you choose MCE, your bill will include charges for PG&E's continuing
electric  delivery  service,  but  will  no  longer  include  PG&E  charges  for  electric
generation. These charges will be replaced by MCE's lower electric generation rates.

If your home or business is located in Benicia, your electric account(s) will
be enrolled with MCE's less expensive, cleaner Light Green 50% renewable
energy in May 2015, unless you choose to opt out.

You can choose to enroll in MCE's Deep Green 100% renewable energy for about $5
extra  a  month,  enroll  online  www.mcecleanenergy.org/100-renewable or  call
1.888.632.3674.

If you would like to continue to receive PG&E's 22% renewable energy, opt out online
www.mcecleanenergy.org/opt-out or  call  1.888.632.3674.  For  more  info,  go
www.mceCleanEnergy.org/Benicia.

MCE will have an information table at the Benicia Public Library on Tuesday, April
14, 3:30-5:30PM. Stop by to get your questions answered. - Community Development

Stand Up for Transportation
On April 9, supporters around the nation are uniting
in  their  communities  and  online  to  send  a  powerful
message  to  Congress:  It's  time  to  provide  long-term
investment for America's transportation network.

According to SolTrans, only comprehensive, long-term
federal funding will enable us to repair, maintain, and
adequately  expand  America's  public  transportation,
roads, bridges, ports, and rail systems to help bring our
national  transportation  system  up  to  speed  with  the
21st  century.  Short-term,  inconsistent  funding  slows
progress and costs America's taxpayers more in the long
run.

How does this affect you, the rider? SolTrans depends on federal funds to operate and
maintain local fixed route, commuter express, ADA paratransit, and Dial-a-Ride bus
services, as well as the equipment and infrastructure needed to support these services.
In doing so, SolTrans delivers approximately 1.5 million passenger trips every year to
work, school, medical appointments, grocery stores, shopping and leisure activities.

Without public transportation, our roads would become increasingly congested with a
greater need for repair, and those in our community who rely on buses as their sole
means  of  transportation  would  be  severely  impacted.  This  includes  our  parents,
grandparents, school students and those with disabilities or low income. This is why
we are asking for your support for long term funding for public transportation.

To read more about it, or sign the petition, please visit
http://www.soltransride.com/2015/04/stand-up-4-transportation/. - City Manager's
Office
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Benicia Calls for
Continued Water
Conservation

Spring/Summer Watering
Restrictions Began April 1

As  California  suffers  from  a  fourth
year of drought, the City of Benicia is
asking  customers  to  continue
conserving  water  in  2015.
California's  wettest  winter  months
have  passed  with  less  than  normal
rainfall and the Sierra snowpack is at
near records lows.

Benicia  typically  gets  75  to  85
percent  of  its  water  from  the  State
Water  Project,  and  deliveries  again
will be limited this year, according to
state  officials.  Though  Benicia  has
access  to  some  alternate  water
supplies, the need to conserve water
will continue to be urgent in 2015.

"Benicia residents did an outstanding
job  conserving  water  in  2014,
reducing overall water use by over 20
percent  compared  to  the  previous
year,"  said  Mayor  Elizabeth
Patterson. "Now it's time to keep up
the great work."

The best place to start saving water is
outdoors, said Benicia Water Quality
Technician David Wenslawski. "Most
of  the  water  we  use  daily  goes  on
lawns and outdoor landscaping, and
about 30 percent of that is lost due to
overwatering  and  evaporation  from
wind  and  sun,"  Wenslawski  said.
"There are lots of ways to save water
at  home,  but  reducing  water  use
outdoors  can  make  the  biggest
difference of all."

The  Benicia  City  Council  last  year
adopted emergency outdoor watering
restrictions  that  limit  landscape
irrigation by sprinkler systems in an
effort  to  reduce  outdoor  water  use.
The  restrictions  apply  to  both
residential  and  commercial

Library Week

Benicia Public Library is celebrating Library Week, April 12-18.

Monday - Teen Poetry Night
Tuesday - Julius Hatofsky Presentation
Wednesday - Dona Benicia Presentation
Thursday - One Book, One Community
Friday - Library Open House

All events are free. Find more info at www.BeniciaLibrary.org. - Library

Law Day Art & Writing Contest
The clock is ticking.... Law Day is May 1.

Enter Law Day Art and Writing Contests to commemoration the 800th anniversary of
the signing of the Magna Carta - "the Symbol of Freedom Under Law".

The  City  Attorney's  Office  and  Open  Government  Commission  invites  all  ages  to
participate in the celebration of Law Day by submitting original creations, drawings or
coloring  of  the  official  Law Day coloring  pages  for  elementary  students,  essays  or
poems for middle and high school students. Coloring pages and writing topics can be
found at  www.ci.benica.ca.us/cityattorney.  Adults  may submit  either  art  or  writing
that features the Magna Carta. Art entries will be judged by members of the City's Arts
and  Culture  Commission.  Essays  will  be  judged  by  members  of  the  City's  Library
Board. Poems will be judged by the City's Poet Laureate.
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customers  and will  remain in  effect
until the City Council declares an end
to the water shortage emergency.

On  April  1,  those  watering
restrictions  changed  back  to  the
spring/summer  schedule  as
follows:

Residents  with  addresses
ending in an odd number (1,
3, 5, 7 or 9) can only water on
Mondays,  Wednesdays
and Fridays.
Residents  with  addresses
ending  in  an  even number
(0, 2, 4, 6 or 8) can only water
Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and
Saturdays.
Residents are allowed to water
on their  designated day only,
before  8:00  am  or  after
7:00 pm. 

However,  Wenslawski  cautions
customers  to  check  to  see  if  their
landscapes  actually  need  to  be
watered  before  increasing  their
irrigation  days.  "Most  people
overwater their landscapes in spring,
ramping  up  irrigation  before  their
landscapes are thirsty," he said.

Instead,  Wenslawski  offers  the
following  low-tech  tip:  Stick  an
eight-inch  screwdriver  into  the
ground. If you can push it more than
three inches below the surface, your
landscape  does  not  need  to  be
watered.

The  State  Water  Resources  Control
Board  enacted  the  following
restrictions:

Shut-off  nozzles  required  for
washing cars
No  watering  that  creates
"visible runoff"
No  watering  of  hardscapes
(sidewalks, etc.)
No  fountains  that  do  not
recirculate water
Cities  must  have  emergency
drought  plans  in  place  (We
do.)
Water  only  on  demand  in
restaurants
No  lawn  watering  48  hours
after rain
Stepped-up  response  to
customer water leaks

Free  services  and  rebates  are

Stop by the City Attorney's Office in City Hall and check out the bulletin board created
by Admin Clerk Marilyn Cech and pick up coloring pages. All entries must be received
by the City Attorney's Office by May 1. The winners of the contest will be announced at
the City Council meeting on May 19. Thanks to the generosity of local attorneys, the
winners will receive Benicia related prizes. - City Attorney

Earth Day Celebration
California State Parks Foundation invites you to
their 17th Earth Day Restoration and Cleanup on
Saturday, April 18, 9:00AM - 1:00PM, at the
Benicia State Recreation Area. 49 volunteers are
needed  for  restoration  at  the  Forrest  Deaner
Native Plant Botanical Garden.

Click here for more information or to sign up. -
Economic Development

Call for Entries for Benicia Film Festival
2015 Labor Day Film Festival
The Benicia Film Festival, is pleased to announce their call for entries for their 2015
film competition. The BFF seeks to expand the arts and culture offerings of the city by
providing  an  opportunity  for  individuals  and  organizations  to  come  together  and
celebrate independent films, filmmakers and other local artists over the 2015 Labor
Day weekend.

The  Benicia  Arts  and  Culture
Commission  is  sponsoring  the
Benicia Film Festival which will be
held September 4-6, 2015, Labor
Day weekend. Films will be shown
on Friday evening, September 4; all
day  Saturday,  September  5;  and
Sunday  afternoon,  September  6.
The  films  will  vary  in  genre  and
come  from  throughout  the  United
States.  "Benicia  is  a  great  city  for
the arts, and BFF hopes to make it
even  better,"  said  Festival
Chairperson  Jacquelyn  DuBois.
"We seek all entries, both from the aspiring and established filmmakers - along with
ardent and engaged audiences celebrating the creative contributions of youth as well
as  adults  while  also  benefiting  the  community  educationally,  socially,  and
economically."

Films  may  be  submitted  on  the  Benicia  Film  Festival  website,
www.BeniciaFilmFestival.com. The deadline for submission is May 1. Please contact
Helaine  Bowles  with  questions  at  info@beniciafilmfestival.com  or  707.746.4358.  -
Library
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available  to  help  residential  and
business  customers  use  less  water.
There  are  rebates  for  clothes
washers,  for  upgrading  to
water-smart  irrigation  controllers
and  for  replacing  thirsty  lawn  with
low-water  use  plants  and  drip
irrigation. Free  home and business
water  use surveys are also available
to help customers  identify  potential
water saving actions.

In  addition,  the  City  of  Benicia  is
offering free table toppers to remind
customers that water is "served upon
request,"  to  help  local  restaurants
comply  with  new  State  Water
Resources Control Board regulations.

More  information  plus  water  wise
tips  are  available  at
BeniciaSavesWater.org  or  by
contacting  the  Water  Conservation
Team  at  707.746.4380  or
water@ci.benicia.ca.us.  -  Public
Works

Benicia Joins
Nationwide Challenge
for Water
Conservation

Mayor Elizabeth Patterson is joining
mayors across the country in asking
residents to make a commitment to
conserve  water--for  a  chance  at
national  bragging  rights  and water-
saving prizes.

The  Wyland  Mayor's  Challenge  for
Water Conservation, April 1-30, is a
non-profit  community  service
campaign  designed  to  inspire
community leaders and residents to
pledge to reduce their water use.

The  pledge,  found  at
MyWaterPledge.com,  offers  actions
residents can commit to undertake in

Personnel News
A  big  welcome  goes  to  Jason  Riley,  the  new
Principal  Civil  Engineer  in  the  Public  Works
Department.  Jason  is  a  licensed  civil  engineer
with  over  20  years  of  engineering  experience,
spending the  last  12  years  managing the  Public
Works Engineering and Maintenance Divisions in
the  City  of  Dixon.  He  has  managed  capital
improvement  projects,  reviewed  private
development  projects,  and  was  staff  to  Dixon's
Transportation  Advisory  Commission.  His
experience  with  pavement  management
programs,  storm  water  management,
geographical  information systems, the NEXGEN
computer  maintenance  management  program,
and traffic signal maintenance will be a benefit to
the City of Benicia. 

Jason is married with three children and lives in
Vacaville. Outside of work, he enjoys playing pool, hiking, and spending time with his
family. - Public Works 

Christina  Ratcliffe,  the  new  Community
Development  Director,  was  introduced  in  the  last
City Manager's Report. Christina has over 18 years
of experience in the planning field, including various
aspects  of  current  and advanced planning in  both
the public and private sectors.

She  is  a  welcome  addition  to  the  City  of  Benicia
organization. - Community Development

It  has  been announced that  Erik  Upson  has  been
appointed as the new Chief of Police for the City of
Benicia.  Erik  currently  serves  as  a  Police  Captain
with  the  Berkeley
Police
Department.  In
that  position  he

has served as second-in-command and acting chief
for  the  department.  Erik  has  over  17  years  of
experience in law enforcement and prior to joining
the  Berkeley  PD  he  served  in  the  U.S.  Army  and
Army  National  Guard.  He  received  his  Bachelor's
Degree from the University  of  California,  Berkeley
and  his  Master's  Degree  from  California  State
University,  Long  Beach.  Erik  is  a  graduate  of  the
California  Commission  on  Peace  Officer  and
Standards  and  Training  (POST)  Master  Instructor
Development School and POST Command College.

Erik's first day on the job will be Monday,  April
20.  Please join me in welcoming Jason, Christina,
and  Erik  to  the  City  of  Benicia  family.  -  City
Manager

City of Benicia Job Opportunities
The  Human  Resources  Department  is  accepting  applications  for  the  following
positions:

Recreation Leader II, part-time, closing April 10
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order to reduce water and energy use
at home. Actions include fixing leaky
faucets,  taking  shorter  showers  and
limiting sprinklers.

"Participating  in  the  2015  Mayor's
Challenge  further  raises  awareness
about  the  need  to  conserve  water
during  this  fourth  year  of  severe
drought--and  adds  a  fun  factor,"
Mayor  Patterson  said.  "We  already
know that Benicians not only pledge
to conserve water--they take action.
Here's  another  way  for  Benicia  to
show  off  their  dedication  to
conserving water and our community
spirit."

Residents who take the pledge will be
entered  to  win  a  new  Toyota  Prius
Plug-In,  water-saving  fixtures  and
hundreds of other prizes. In addition,
Benicia  will  compete  against  other
similar-sized  cities  for  bragging
rights  and  a  chance  at  winning
additional  eco-friendly  prizes.  To
participate,  enter  online  at
MyWaterPledge.com, until April 30.

About  the  Wyland  Foundation:
Founded  in  1993  by  environmental
artist  Wyland,  the  foundation  is  a
501c3  non-profit  organization
actively engaged in teaching millions
of students around the country about
our ocean, rivers, lakes, streams and
wetlands.  Learn  more  at
www.wylandfoundation.org. -  Public
Works 

Governor Brown
Directs First Ever
Statewide Mandatory
Water Reductions

Building Inspector I/II, full-time, closing April 13
Lifeguard, seasonal, closing April 17

To  apply,  the  application  and  supplemental  forms  can  be  filed  online  at:  
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/benicia/default.cfm.  City of  Benicia  employment
applications may also be obtained from and must be returned to the Human Resources
Department at 250 East L Street, Benicia.

These  job  opportunities  are  open  to  any
current  City  of  Benicia  employees  (full  or
part-time) as well as the general public. If you
know of  someone who may be  interested  in
applying,  please  let  them  know.  -  Human
Resources

Sacramento Kings Honor Rankin
City  of  Benicia  Public  Works  Maintenance
Superintendent Nate Rankin was honored by the
Sacramento  Kings  at  their  March  24  game.
Rankin, head coach of the Rodriguez High School
boys  basketball  team,  was  honored  along  with
the team members  and coaching staff  with  the
inaugural Pete Saco Community Impact Award.

A  press  release  before  the  ceremony  from  the
Sacramento  Kings  Foundation  said  the
"Rodriguez  High  School  boys  basketball  team
will  receive  the  Community  Impact  Award  for
sportsmanship,  accountability  and  passion,  on
and off the field. Under Coach Nate Rankin, the
team extended its winning ways off the court by
organizing basketball camps for children in Haiti,
as well as serving meals to hungry families and
residents in need in Fairfield."

Click  here  to  read  the  full  article  in  the  Daily
Republic. - Public Works

Benicia Guide
The Parks & Community Services Department
just issued the summer edition of the Benicia
Guide covering May 1-August 31, 2015. Inside
you'll find a message from the City Manager,
summer events from VisitBenicia, classes for
children and adults, youth and teen activities,
sports  and  fitness,  sports  leagues,  aquatics,
programs for seniors, programs at the Benicia
Public  Library,  rental  of  city  parks  and
buildings,  and  summer  events  like  Movie
Night  Under  the  Stars  and Summer  Shows.
The guide was mailed to all homes in Benicia
around April 1.

Click here to read it online or pick one up at
Benicia Community Center, 370 East L Street.
- Parks & Community Services
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"Today we are standing on dry grass
where  there  should  be  five  feet  of
snow. This historic drought demands
unprecedented  action,"  said
Governor  Brown  at  a  recent  press
conference.  "Therefore,  I'm  issuing
an  executive  order  mandating
substantial  water  reductions  across
our  state.  As  Californians,  we  must
pull together and save water in every
way possible."

For more than two years, the state's
experts  have  been  managing  water
resources  to  ensure  that  the  state
survives  this  drought  and  is  better
prepared for the next one. Last year,
the Governor proclaimed a  drought
state  of  emergency.  The  state  has
taken steps to make sure that water
is  available  for  human  health  and
safety,  growing  food,  fighting  fires
and  protecting  fish  and  wildlife.
Millions  have  been  spent  helping
thousands of California families most
impacted  by  the  drought  pay  their
bills,  put  food  on  their  tables  and
have water to drink.

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the
executive  order  issued  by  the
Governor today.

Save Water
For the first time in state history, the
Governor  has  directed  the  State
Water  Resources  Control  Board  to
implement  mandatory  water
reductions in cities and towns across
California to  reduce water  usage by
25 percent. This savings amounts to

Fire Department Members Honored 
During  the  month  of  March,  members  of  the
Benicia Fire Department were honored for their
service  at  two  different  events.  On  March  21,
members and guests gathered at the Benicia Fire
Museum for a corned beef dinner followed by an
awards ceremony.  During the ceremony,  all  of
their volunteer members were honored for their
service  and commitment  in  2014.  In  addition,
several  volunteers  were  recognized  for  their
years of service to the community.

On  March  27,  department  members  attended
the  annual  Night  of  Honor  Ceremony  in
Fairfield.  This  event  is  hosted  by  the  Rotary
Clubs  in  Solano  County  in  recognition  of  fire
personnel from all of the local fire departments.
At  this
year's

event, they honored personnel from Benicia Fire
Department that had been selected as the Career
and  Reserve  Firefighter  of  the  Year  for  2014.
This  year  those  honored  were  Engineer  Tony
Horner  and  Reserve  Firefighter  Erica  Everett
(pictured with Chief Lydon).

Although they honored specific  individuals  for
their outstanding service at these events, thank
go to everyone who serves as a member of the
Benicia  Fire  Department  for  their  dedication
and  service  to  the  community.  -  Fire
Department

Tree City USA
Theron Jones, Parks Maintenance Supervisor with
Benicia Parks & Community Services Department
recently  announced  that  the  City  of  Benicia  has
been named a Tree City USA by the National Arbor
Day  Foundation  for  2014.   This  is  our  seventh
consecutive  year  as  a  Tree  City  USA.  Way to  go
Benicia! - Parks & Community Services

Charging Stations in Hall of Fame
Environmental Leader, the publication for environmental and energy management
news has named CODA Energy's Benicia City Hall EV Charging Stations to the
Environmental Leader Product and Project Awards Hall of Fame!

"CODA  Energy's  first  grid-tied,  solar-integrated  EV  fast  charging  station  is
commendable as it helps reduce operational costs, improve functionality, enable new
revenue streams, and mitigate grid stress." - EL Product & Project Awards judge
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approximately 1.5 million acre-feet of
water over the next nine months, or
nearly  as  much  as  is  currently  in
Lake Oroville.

To save  more water  now,  the order
will also:

Replace 50 million square feet
of lawns throughout the state
with  drought  tolerant
landscaping  in  partnership
with local governments;
Direct  the  creation  of  a
temporary,  statewide
consumer  rebate  program  to
replace  old  appliances  with
more  water  and  energy
efficient models;
Require  campuses,  golf
courses, cemeteries and other
large  landscapes  to  make
significant  cuts  in  water  use;
and
Prohibit  new  homes  and
developments  from  irrigating
with  potable  water  unless
water-efficient  drip  irrigation
systems  are  used,  and  ban
watering  of  ornamental  grass
on public street medians.

Increase Enforcement

The Governor's order calls  on local
water  agencies  to  adjust  their  rate
structures  to  implement
conservation  pricing,  recognized  as
an  effective  way  to  realize  water
reductions  and  discourage  water
waste.

Taking  action  against  water
agencies  in  depleted
groundwater basins that have
not  shared  data  on  their
groundwater supplies with the
state;
Updating standards for toilets
and  faucets  and  outdoor
landscaping  in  residential
communities  and  taking
action  against  communities
that  ignore  these  standards;
and
Making  permanent  monthly
reporting  of  water  usage,
conservation and enforcement
actions  by  local  water
suppliers.

Streamline  Government
Response

The  publication  notes,  "The  California
city  of  Benicia,  as  part  of  its  climate
action  plan,  created  programs  to
address  greenhouse  gas  reductions  in
the city. Since the city had existing solar
generation  onsite,  the  new  programs
focused  on  increasing  the  number  of
electric  vehicles  (EVs)  used  by  its
residents  and  expanding  the  city's  EV
infrastructure  accordingly,  which
included  the  installation  of
fast-charging  stations.  Fast-charging
stations,  also  known  as  Level-3
chargers, require a large power draw on
the electric grid, which can be extremely expensive as well as burden to reliable power
supply.  To  curb  energy  costs  and  support  a  smarter,  more  resilient  grid,  the  city
implemented an EV charging solution utilizing  CODA Energy's  Core  40.20 battery
storage  system  to  intelligently  manage  their  various  sources  of  energy  supply
(including the utility grid and onsite PV Solar energy generating canopies) in order to
cost effectively meet their increasing demand. 

Click here to read more about the award. - Community Development

Youth Commission Update

The Benicia Youth Commission hosted their final dance of the 2014-15 school year on
March  20.  Commissioners  created  awesome  decorations  for  the  black  light  dance
"Under the Sea" theme.

Special thanks go to Police Officer Sam Petersen for his help hanging the black lights
in the Clock Tower the day before the dance! They had a great turn out from middle
school  students  from  7:00-9:00PM  and  collected  hundreds  of  cans  that  will  be
donated to the Benicia Community Action Council. - Parks & Community Services

Firefighter Training with a Focus on Water
Conservation
During a recent training exercise in preparation for the upcoming wildland fire season,
firefighters practiced key skills while conserving water at the same time. The training
involved the deployment of a portable tank, and filling it with 1,500 gallons of water
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The order:

Prioritizes  state  review  and
decision-making  of  water
infrastructure  projects  and
requires  state  agencies  to
report to the Governor's Office
on any application pending for
more than 90 days.
Streamlines  permitting  and
review of  emergency  drought
salinity barriers - necessary to
keep  freshwater  supplies  in
upstream  reservoirs  for
human  use  and  habitat
protection for endangered and
threatened species;
Simplifies  the  review  and
approval process for voluntary
water  transfers  and
emergency  drinking  water
projects; and
Directs  state  departments  to
provide  temporary  relocation
assistance  to  families  who
need  to  move  from  homes
where domestic wells have run
dry  to  housing  with  running
water.

Invest in New Technologies
The order helps make California

more drought resilient by:

Incentivizing  promising  new
technology  that  will  make
California more water efficient
through  a  new  program
administered by the California
Energy Commission.

Additional actions required by the
order include:

Agricultural water users - which have
borne  much  of  the  brunt  of  the
drought  to  date,  with  hundreds  of
thousands  of  fallowed  acres,
significantly  reduced  water
allocations  and  thousands  of
farmworkers  laid  off  -  will  be
required  to  report  more  water  use
information  to  state  regulators,
increasing  the  state's  ability  to
enforce against illegal diversions and
waste and unreasonable use of water
under today's order. Additionally, the
Governor's  action  strengthens
standards  for  Agricultural  Water
Management  Plans  submitted  by
large agriculture water  districts  and

from our water tender. Once training was complete, the crews then commenced with
training on the use of portable pumps. These pumps were used to pump the water out
of the portable tank and back into the water tender for future use.

As  the  City  continues  to  deal  with  the  drought  conditions,  it  is  important  that
firefighters are able to train in order to maintain their  skills.  In many cases,  their
training involves the use of water, which is their primary fire extinguishing agent. In
the upcoming months, they will be looking for additional creative ways to continue
their training while minimizing the impact on the water supply. - Fire Department

Senior Center Update
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requires  small  agriculture  water
districts  to  develop  similar  plans.
These  plans  will  help  ensure  that
agricultural  communities  are
prepared in case the drought extends
into 2016. 

Following the lowest snowpack ever
recorded  and  with  no  end  to  the
drought in sight,  Governor Edmund
G. Brown Jr. announced actions that
will save water, increase enforcement
to  prevent  wasteful  water  use,
streamline  the  state's  drought
response  and  invest  in  new
technologies  that  will  make
California  more  drought  resilient.  -
City Manager's Office

The Benicia Parks & Community Services Department hosts a luncheon or event every
other month at the Benicia Senior Center. In March, St. Patrick's Day was celebrated
and Randy Ramos of 907 Grill catered a delicious Irish meal. Fifty seniors were treated
to  corned beef,  red potatoes,  cabbage,  carrots,  rolls,  salad and dessert,  thoroughly
enjoyed their meal. Local businesses & restaurants have been so generous to donate
gift  cards  to  give  to  our  seniors  as  well.  Special  thanks  go  to  Lucca's  Bar  & Grill,
Camellia Tea Room, Rountable Pizza, Pizza Pirate, Venticello's and First Street Café
for their generosity and support. - Parks & Community Services

Update from Public Works
Here's a look at what the Public Works Department was up to in February. Maybe they
were in your neighborhood?

Maintenance - Streets:

In late December 2012, the City of Benicia completed a Streetlight Retrofit Project that
converted existing high pressure sodium lamps to the more energy efficient LED or
induction light technologies. After the project completion, Public Works Maintenance
Department  has  had  the  responsibility  of  maintaining  the  operation  of  2,300
retrofitted  streetlights  through  contracting  the  services  of  Siemens  Inc.  (formally
Republic Inc.). Since the retrofit project, the city has experienced numerous streetlight
outages.  The  Public  Works  Maintenance  staff  promptly  hands  those  calls  over  to
Siemens Inc., for repair within 5 days as required in contractual agreement. 

Typical  reasons  for  a
streetlight  outages  have
ranged  from  lamp  and
component  failure,  loss  of
power supplied by PG&E, or
the more costly, faulty wiring.
When faulty wiring has been
the  cause  of  the  streetlight
outage,  the  expected  repair
time  can  be  lengthy.  For
example,  an  excavation  is
necessary  to  repair  a
damaged  power  line  and
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replace  with  by  a  newer
method.  The  old  method  of
burying  power  conductors
known  as  "Direct  Burial"  is
not  as  reliable  as  the  newer
installations  require  the
installation  of  conductors  to
run in underground conduits,
which  is  in  accordance  with
the  City  of  Benicia  standard
plans and specifications.

The  Public  Works
Department encourages all citizens of the community and fellow employees to please
report any street light outages or "Day Burners" that do not go off immediately. There
are two options to report outages. By calling 1.800.LIGHTS ON (1.800.544.4876), you
will be directly linked to a call service at the city's contractor, Siemens Industries Inc.
The second option is to call the Public Works Maintenance Division and report the
outage  to  Kathi  Molinar,  Sr.  Admin  Clerk,  or  Nate  Rankin,  Maintenance
Superintendent at 707.746.4296. 

Maintenance - Sewer:

Customer Service Calls - 400 Viewmont, 900 West 5th Street, 700 West H
Street, 200 West M Street, 1200 West K Street, Camel Barn Museum, 1800 East
5th Street, 400 West I Street, 1400 East 5th Street, 100 Military West, 100 East
B Street, 100 West I Street, 100 West G Street, 100 East G Street
Closed Circuit Televising - Camel Barn Museum, 400 Viewmont, 900 West
5th Street, 700 West H Street, 200 West M Street, 1200 West K Street, 400
West I Street, 1800 East 5th Street
Lift Station Cleanings - Columbus Parkway, Cambridge Drive, 600 West I
Street, Carlisle Way, East 7th Street
Repair and Improvements  -  On  February  3,  Public  Works  Maintenance
personnel raised the elevation of the top of the first of two buried manholes
located during a televising of the Camel Barn's sewer utility. The first manhole's
ring and lid were covered by rock,  soil,  and asphalt.  The second of  the two
manholes  was  discovered  six  feet  below  the  surface  of  Fir  Road,  and  is
scheduled to be raised the week of March 23. Two additional main repairs were
performed on a line servicing a portion of  West I  Street during the week of
February  16.  These  repairs  were  made  to  eliminate  ongoing  root  intrusion
issues.
City  Wide  Cleanings  -
Service  Calls  2,075  Feet,
Scheduled 8,754 Feet

Wastewater Treatment Plant
Projects:

The  roof  project  was  fully
completed  in  February  by
finishing the reroofing of the
effluent  building.  It  all  came
out  really  well  as  seen  inthe
photo at right.
Staff also started working on
our  influent  rag  removal
equipment that  broke down.
Staff  was able  to get  it  back
up  and  running  temporarily
until  all  the  parts  needed
come  in.  Rag  removal
equipment is  used to reduce
sewer overflows or damage to
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treatment  equipment.
Please only flush human
waste  and  toilet  tissue
down the toilet!

WWTP Plant Maintenance:

Staff  performed  46
preventative  maintenance
tasks as well as closing out, 2 corrective maintenance work orders.

WWTP Plant Performance:

The Plant processed 75.44 million gallons of raw wastewater with no Permit
exceedances.
Nutrient pollution removal; Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD) = 98. %   Total
Suspended Solids (TSS) = 99. %

Water Quality - Laboratory:

During the month of February, the Laboratory performed 1,120 analyses on 296
samples using 33 different test methods to ensure high quality, safe drinking
water, and protection of the environment.

- Public Works

Email your questions or comments to City Manager Brad Kilger at edev@ci.benicia.ca.us. For
additional information on any of the items in this report, please contact one of the following
departments:

City Manager/Human Resources/I.T./City Clerk: 707.746.4200
City Attorney: 707.746.4216
Community Development: 707.746.4280
Economic Development: 707.746.4202
Finance Department: 707.746.4225
Fire Department: 707.746.4275
Library: 707.746.4343
Parks & Community Services: 707.746.4285
Police Department: 707.746.4265
Public Works: 707.746.4240
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