
 
 

BENICIA PLANNING COMMISSION 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS  

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Thursday, April 14, 2011 

7:00 p.m. 

 

I. OPENING OF MEETING 

 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. Roll Call of Commissioners 

Present: Commissioners Don Dean, George Oakes, Belinda Smith, Lee Syracuse and 
Vice-Chair Rod Sherry 

Absent: Commissioner Rick Ernst and Chair Brad Thomas 

 

Staff Present: Charlie Knox, Public Works & Community Development Director 
Kathy Trinque, Administrative Secretary 

 

C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public - A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of 
each member of the public is posted at the entrance to this meeting room per Section 4.04.030 of 
the City of Benicia’s Open Government Ordinance. 

 

II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 

On motion of Commissioner Dean, seconded by Commissioner Syracuse, the agenda was 
adopted by the following vote: 

Ayes: Commissioners Dean, Oakes, Smith, Syracuse and Vice-Chair Sherry 
Noes: None 
Absent: Commissioner Ernst and Chair Thomas 
Abstain: None 

 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

A. WRITTEN 

None. 

 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
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IV. PRESENTATION 

A. COMPLETION OF OPEN GOVERNMENT AWARENESS TRAINING 

The presentation was postponed to the next meeting when all Commissioners were in 
attendance. 

 

V. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

A. Approval of Minutes of March 10, 2011 

 

On motion of Commissioner Dean, seconded by Commissioner Oakes, the Consent Calendar was 
adopted by the following vote: 

Ayes: Commissioners Dean, Oakes, Syracuse and Vice-Chair Sherry. 
Noes: None 
Absent: Commissioner Ernst and Chair Thomas 
Abstain: Commissioner Smith 

 

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS  

 

A. REVIEW, DISCUSS, AND FINALIZE UPDATES TO THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION’S RECOMMENDED WORK PROGRAM FOR FISCAL YEARS 

2011-2012 AND 2012-2013 

 

PROPOSAL: 

The draft work program list provides the basis for recommended actions for the City of 
Benicia’s Strategic Plan, as well as ongoing topics for discussion and action by the 
Commission. The list is reviewed, updated, and prioritized on an annual basis by the 
Planning Commission and subsequently forwarded on to the City Council for its 
consideration during the biannual strategic planning process. On March 10, 2011 staff 
presented this list to the Planning Commission for review, consideration, and possible 
amendments to coincide with the City Council’s strategic planning and budget process. 
At this meeting, staff requested that the Commission review, discuss, and further edit the 
draft work program. The Planning Commission’s final recommendation for priority 
projects will be forwarded to City Council for its consideration at the next study session 
on April 26, 2011. Thereafter the Strategic Plan is anticipated to be completed in May 
and the budget adopted in June.   

 

Recommendation: 

Review, discuss, and finalize the Planning Commission’s recommended work program 
for City projects.    

 

Charlie Knox, Public Works & Community Development Director, presented this item, 
providing background information and review of each item on the work program with 
Commissioners. The work plan presented at tonight’s meeting reflects the input staff received 
from the Commission at their March 2011 meeting. 
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Mr. Knox provided further detail for each item listed on the program list and made 
recommendations to the Commission for their consideration. 

 

Questions and discussion with Commissioner Smith included: regarding #2 (green building and 
energy efficiency) and #3 (pedestrian amenities for First Street) provide examples of what might 
come before the Planning Commission; the importance of addressing #7 (updating Industrial 
Zones); consolidation of items #3 and #8; and moving the parking management plan (#8) up on 
the list. 

 

Questions and discussion with Commissioners Dean, Sherry and Smith included; how green 
building codes (#2) apply to commercial properties;  #6 (Southampton Open Space) should 
remain on the list and further look into the possibility of a community garden, tree plantings, 
hiking/biking trails (not housing). 

 

Public comment period opened.  No comments received. 

 

Mr. Knox recommended that the Planning Commission finalize the work plan and present it to 
the City Council for their strategic plan/budget workshop scheduled for April 26. 

 

The work program items were re-prioritized as follows: 

 

#1 (formerly #7): Update the use definitions in the Industrial Zones (IG, IL) to encourage high-
tech, clean-tech and biotech uses as a way to meet the City’s economic development objectives. 

 

#2 (formerly #8): Pursue implementation of the Downtown Mixed Use Master Plan 
recommendations for parking management strategies. 

 

#3 (no change): Review opportunities for additional pedestrian amenities for First Street… 

 

#4 (formerly #1): Adopt and implement the Lower Arsenal Specific Plan (on hold pending 
hazard remediation process). 

 

#5 (formerly #2): Update standards for green building and energy efficiency. 

 

#6 (formerly #4):  Seek ways to fund and construct intermodal stations, including transit, train 
and ferry opportunities (reflects revised wording) 

 

#7 (formerly #5): Coordinate with the Parks Recreation and Cemetery Commission to identify 
missing gaps along the west side of the Bay Trail and increase public access… 
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#8 (formerly #6): Review Southampton open space policies to determine the feasibility of 
expanded permissible land uses, such as trails and a community garden. 

 

Eliminated #9 – (Update the Circulation Element to address multiple modes of transportation.) 

 

On motion of Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Dean, the revised Work Program 
Recommendation List was adopted by the following vote: 

Ayes: Commissioners Dean, Oakes, Smith, Syracuse and Vice-chair Sherry. 
Noes: None 
Absent: Commissioner Ernst and Chair Thomas 
Abstain: None 

 

VII. COMMUNICATION FROM STAFF 

 

Mr. Knox updated the Commission on recent staff priorities. The FY 2011/13 budget is still in 
process. The Solar/Renewable Energy project financing is finalized and construction is expected to 
begin in June, providing approximately $85,000 per year in savings to the City. Additional details 
of the project were outlined. 
 
Kathy Trinque, Administrative Secretary, announced the upcoming Earth Day Event on Thursday, 
April 21, at the Veterans Memorial Hall on First Street, from 4:30 to 7:00 pm and invited the 
Commission and members of the public to attend. 
 

VIII. COMMUNICATION FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 
Commissioner Dean asked about the process for a new electronic sign on I680. 
 
Mr. Knox explained that City Council approved an agreement for analysis and to determine 
feasibility of converting the existing “Nationwide Auction” sign into an electronic billboard. This 
project could provide revenue to the City. The feasibility of converting other existing billboards 
into electronic billboards is also being explored. The process would require a use permit for the 
vendor. The City is interested in securing additional revenue and the ability to use space on the 
sign to advertise public events and announcements. 
 
Commissioner Dean welcomed Commissioner Belinda Smith to the Planning Commission. 
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm. 


