
 
 

BENICIA HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

City Hall Commission Room 

Thursday, April 26, 2012 

6:30 P.M. 

 

 

I. OPENING OF MEETING:   

 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. Roll Call of Commissioners 

Present:  Commissioners Haughey, Taagepera, Trumbly, Van Landschoot, 
and Chair Crompton 
Excused Absence: Commissioners Delgado & McKee 
Staff Present:  
Amy Million, Principal Planner 
Stacy Hatfield, Sr. Admin. Clerk, Recording Secretary 

C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public  

 

II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 

 

On motion of Commissioner Van Landschoot, seconded by Commissioner 
Trumbly, the Agenda was approved by the following vote: 
 
Ayes: Commissioners Haughey, Taagepera, Trumbly, Van Landschoot and 

Chair Crompton 
Noes:  None 
Absent: Commissioners Delgado & McKee 
Abstain: None  

 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT 

None 
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B. PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 
 

IV. PRESENTATIONS 

None. 
 

V. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
On motion of Commissioner Van Landschoot, seconded by Commissioner 
Haughey, the consent calendar, with minor modifications to the March 22, 2012 
Minutes, was approved by the following vote: 
 
Ayes: Commissioners Haughey, Taagepera, Trumbly, and Van Landschoot  
Noes:    None 
Absent: Commissioners Delgado & McKee 
Abstain: Chair Crompton 
 
A. Approval of Minutes of March 22, 2012 

  
VI. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

 

A. WORKSHOP – DEMOLITION ORDINANCE, LISTING PROCESS AND OTHER 

PROPOSED REVISIONS TO TITLE 17 OF THE BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE 
  
The Commissioners discussed whether the definitions in the draft 
Demolition Ordinance are sufficient or whether they need to be 
crafted and standardized.  Staff agreed that standardizing the text 
and the definitions would be beneficial.  Commissioners expressed a 
concern that the wording of the current ordinance may include 
contradictions and is not in understandable layman’s terms. 
 
The meeting was opened to the public. 
 
Dana Dean, attorney representing Amports, discussed the April 25, 
2012 letter she submitted to the HPRC.  This letter addresses her 
concerns regarding inconsistencies and unclear definitions in the 
Demolition Ordinance. Ms. Dean expressed concerns regarding the 
language in Section 17.54.100 Subsection E For New Construction or 
Alterations, and the noticing process for designation of contributing 
or landmark structures.  She also suggested removing the word 
“residential” from Section 17.54.010 D. 
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The meeting was returned to the Commission.  Chair Crompton 
indicated that this would be an informal workshop and that members 
of the public could continue to contribute throughout the discussion.   
 
The Commissioners discussed the CEQA process and the definition of 
demolition, including whether or not it should be 50% of the structure.    
Additionally, the Commission discussed the design review process 
and whether or not the Commission should review everything in the 
historic districts.   
 
Commissioner Taagepera suggested incorporating the seven 
aspects of integrity into the criteria for designating historic structures.   
The Commission agreed.   
 
A discussion took place regarding adding the Commission’s ability to 
nominate historic resources for designation.  The Commission 
recommended removing “Planning Commission” from initiating the 
process in Section 17.54.070 A and adding “property owners” 
instead. 
 
The Commission made several other minor suggestions for changes 
to the ordinance that Staff will incorporate into the next draft. 
 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 

 

A. MAY – NATIONAL PRESERVATION MONTH 

 

Staff presented to the Commission the May 2012 National Preservation 
Month flyer.  Staff explained that the Benicia Historical Society and the 
Benicia Historical Museum would be participating in the celebration as well.  
There are six events scheduled including hosting a booth at the Farmers’ 
Market on May 17th, and a Meet & Greet on May 24th.   Commissioner 
Haughey volunteered to help staff with the events and suggested that the 
fire museum may want to participate as well. 

 
VIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 

Commissioner Haughey discussed Vallejo’s policy on vinyl windows in historic 
districts.  She also shared that Vallejo charges $1,000.00 to apply for a Mills Act 
contract.  She provided a sample from the City of Vallejo of a disclosure on a title 
report for properties in the historic district and suggested using this for reference 
for the next priority list item.    
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Commissioner Taagepera discussed the new draft sign ordinance and inquired on 
how the Commission can contribute to its review.  She also suggested that the 
Commission provide annual updates to the City Council on the Commission’s 
progress.  It was suggested that perhaps the Commission’s Chair would represent 
the Commission. 
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Chair Crompton adjourned the meeting at 8:39 p.m. 
 


