
April 29, 2010 
BENICIA HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMISSION 
  
CITY HALL COMMISSION ROOM 
  
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
  
Thursday, April 29, 2010 
6:30 P.M. 
  
  
I.          OPENING OF MEETING 
  
A.                 Pledge of Allegiance 
B.                 Roll Call of Commissioners 
  
Present:            Commissioners Crompton, Mang, McKee, Taagepera, Van Landschoot, White and Chair 
Haughey 
Absent:             None 
  
Staff Present: 
Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney 
Gina Eleccion, Management Analyst 
Amy Million, Consulting Planner 
Amalia Lorentz, Economic Development Manager 
Rhonda Corey, Senior Administrative Clerk 
  
C.                 Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public - A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of 
each member of the public is posted at the entrance to this meeting room per Section 4.04.030 of the 
City of Benicia’s Open Government Ordinance. 



  
II.                 ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
  
On motion of Commissioner Crompton, seconded by Commissioner Taagepera, the agenda was 
adopted by the following vote: 
  
Ayes:            Commissioners Crompton, Mang, McKee, Taagepera, Van Landschoot, White and Chair 
Haughey 
Noes:               None 
Absent: None 
  
  
  
III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
  
A.                                           WRITTEN 
                       None. 
  
B.                                           PUBLIC COMMENT 
Gerry Hayes - Benicia Historical Society President – Attended on behalf of the Historical Society to 
recognize Phil Joy and Jack MacCoun for their outstanding contributions to the community in regards 
to historic preservation with their ongoing projects in the City of Benicia. The month of May is Historic 
Preservation Month.   
  
IV.               PRESENTATION 
  
A.         OPEN GOVERNMENT PRINCIPLES 
The Open Government ordinance requires that all public officials and some employees read the Open 
Government Ordinance and attend an annual training on the ordinance.  This training will also include 
a review of the Brown Act, the City’s Code of Conduct and other related documents. 
  



Heather McLaughlin gave a presentation to the Commission on Open Government Principles. 
  
V.                  CONSENT CALENDAR 
On motion of Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner Crompton, the Consent Calendar with 
the minutes pulled, was approved by the following vote: 
  
Ayes:        Commissioners Crompton, Mang, McKee, Taagepera, Van Landschoot, White and 
                 Chair Haughey                    
Noes:        None                
Absent:     None    
Abstain     Commissioners McKee and Taagepera abstain on Item V(B) only.  
  
A.                  Approval of Minutes of March 25, 2010 
            On motion of Commissioner Mang, seconded by Commissioner White, the minutes were 
            approved by the following vote:         
  
           Ayes:      Commissioners Mang, McKee, Taagepera, Van Landschoot, White and 
                         Chair Haughey   
           Noes:      None 
          Absent:   None 
          Abstain:  Commissioner Crompton 
  
B.                  251 WEST G STREET – DESIGN REVIEW TO MODIFY THE FRONT FAÇADE 
10PLN-15 Design Review 
251 West G Street; APN 89-111-130 
  
PROPOSAL: 
The applicant requests design review approval to modify the front façade of the existing non-
contributing building located within the boundaries of the Downtown Historic District.  The proposed 



modifications include restoration of the original siding, replacing the window on the front façade, a 
new entry door and the addition of brick veneer to the exposed foundation. 
  
Recommendation:  Approve design review request to modify the front façade of the existing single-
family residence at 251 West G Street, based on the findings and conditions of approval set forth in 
the proposed resolution. 
  
Amy Million gave a presentation on the project. 
  
Jack MacCoun- Applicant- Spoke briefly to thank Staff for their work on the project and 
Commissioners for their review of the project. 
  
RESOLUTION NO. 10-2  (HPRC) - A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BENICIA APPROVING DESIGN REVIEW TO MODIFY THE FRONT FAÇADE 
OF 251 WEST G STREET (10PLN-00015) 
  
VI.               REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
  
A.        560 FIRST STREET – CONTRA COSTA FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
10PLN-20 Design Review 
560 First Street, Units B-106 and B-108, APN: 89-371-110 
  
PROPOSAL: 
The applicant requests design review approval to modify the front façade of the two existing 
commercial storefronts of the non-contributing building located within the boundaries of the 
Downtown Historic District.  The proposed modifications on the First Street façade include removing 
the existing recessed entry and windows and replacing them with all new walls, windows, an ATM and 
night depository. 
  
Recommendation: 
Approve design review request to modify the façade of the existing commercial storefronts at 560 
First Street, Units B-106 and B-108, based on the findings and conditions of approval set forth in the 
proposed resolution. 



  
Amy Million gave a presentation on the project.  
  
Commissioners had questions for the applicant regarding structure changes and light inside and above 
the ATM machine.  
  
RESOLUTION NO. 10-3 (HPRC) - A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BENICIA APPROVING DESIGN REVIEW TO MODIFY THE COMMERCIAL 
STOREFRONT OF 560 FIRST STREET, UNITS B-106 AND B-108 (10PLN-00020) 
  
Commissioners proposed removal of language regarding paint color. They also requested that the 
authority for approval be changed from Public Works & Community Development Director to the 
Historic Preservation Review Commission. 
  
On motion of Commissioner Taagepera, seconded by Commissioner White, the above Resolution was 
adopted by the following vote: with the listed changes to condition #3, 
by the following vote: 
  
Ayes:     Commissioners Crompton, Mang, Taagepera, Van Landschoot and White 
Noes:     Commissioner McKee and Chair Haughey 
Absent:  None 
Abstain: None 
  
B.            TOURISM-ORIENTED DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE PROGRAM 
The Commission and public will review the Economic Development Division’s plan for another round 
of tourism-oriented directional signage program as it related to the Arsenal Historic Conservation 
District. 
  
Amalia Lorentz gave a presentation regarding the directional signage program. 
  



Commissioners discussed whether or not the Fire Museum should be included on the signage and 
whether or not sandwich board signs should be allowed. They also discussed the wording of some 
signs with Amalia Lorentz. 
  
Commissioner Mang felt the signs presented are very helpful. 
  
Commissioners Van Landschoot and Taagepera were concerned with the Art Center signage and felt 
that Art District would be more appropriate. Amalia Lorentz advised them that she still feels this is the 
most appropriate name on the sign and that it is also preferred by Arts Benicia. 
       
VII.            COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 
  
A.                  UPDATE TO DOWNTOWN HISTORIC CONSERVATION PLAN 
Staff will provide an updated copy of the Downtown Historic Conservation Plan, which incorporates 
all amendments per adopted resolutions. 
  
Gina Eleccion advised Commissioners to review the most recent changes and forward comments to 
her at a later date.  
  
B.                  MAY – NATIONAL PRESERVATION MONTH 
Staff will provide an overview of National Preservation Month, including various activities in the 
community. 
  
Gina Eleccion gave Commissioners an overview of National Preservation Month activities. 
  
The next HPRC meeting will be held at The Commanding Officers Quarters on May 27th. 
  
Gina Eleccion welcomed Commissioner Van Landschoot to the Commission. 
VIII.                         COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS 
              
Chair Haughey requested that the issues of paint, windows and skylights be agendized to clarify the 
Commissions authority on these issues. 



  
Commissioner Taagepera also requested policy changes regarding guidelines and consistency. 
  
Commissioner White thanked Commissioner Taagepera for her work on the Sustainability Workshop. 
  
Commissioner Van Landschoot suggested a magazine for other Commissioners that may be helpful. 
  
IX.                   ADJOURNMENT 
          Chair Haughey adjourned the meeting at 8:27 pm. 
 


