
May 1, 2001
The Benicia City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers. Copies of Council Agendas are available in the City Clerk's office on the 
Friday afternoon before the Council meeting.

REGULAR MEETING - CITY COUNCIL
May 1, 2001

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by Mayor 
Steve Messina at 7:35 p.m. Tuesday, May 1, 2001, in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East 
L Street, complete proceedings of which are recorded on tape.

ROLL CALL:
Present: Councilmembers Bidou, Corbaley, Gizzi, Whitney and Mayor Messina
Absent: None

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Messina led the pledge to the flag.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
SOLICITATION OF PROSPECTIVE GRAND JURY NOMINEES FOR THE 2001/02 GRAND 
JURY
Mayor Messina made the announcement; deadline for applications is Friday, May 18, 2001.

PROCLAMATIONS:
BENICIA HISTORICAL MUSEUM "HISTORY HONORS AWARDS DAY"
Mayor Messina read the Proclamation.

WATER AWARENESS MONTH, MAY 2001
Mayor Messina read the Proclamation. Chris Tomasik, Utilities Manager, accepted the 
Proclamation; display at the Library; there will be an Open House at the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant on May 19, 2001.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA:
Mayor Messina asked if there were any changes to the Agenda.

On motion of Councilmember Corbaley, seconded by Councilmember Gizzi, and unanimously 
carried, Agenda was adopted as presented.

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:
PUBLIC COMMENT:
James O. Milburn, 280 East J Street, read his personal view of past and present activities at 
City Hall.
Dan Smith, 365 Military East, spoke on funding of the Benicia Bay Trail; supports.
Bob Kraft, 323 Columbia Circle, expressed concern about the direct funding by Valero Refinery 
for the contract outlined for Ms. Katherine Hammer, Consultant.
Bill Tanner, Valero Refinery, Community Relations, stated he would be available to answer any 
questions regarding the proposed contracts.
CONSENT CALENDAR:



Mayor Messina asked if there were any requests for items to be pulled.

Councilmember Gizzi requested Item F be pulled. Councilmember Corbaley requested Items A 
and F be pulled.

Councilmember Bidou stated that he would be abstaining from the vote on Item F due to a 
conflict of interest.

On motion of Councilmember Gizzi, seconded by Councilmember Corbaley, and unanimously 
carried, the following items were approved under the Consent Calendar:

Monthly Investment Reports for January through March, 2001.

RESOLUTION NO. 01- 48 A RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE ADOPTION OF THE PROPOSED 
NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION (NFPA) STANDARD 1710: ORGANIZATION 
AND DEPLOYMENT OF FIRE SUPPRESSION OPERATIONS, EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
OPERATIONS, AND SPECIAL OPERATIONS TO THE PUBLIC BY CAREER FIRE 
DEPARTMENTS.

RESOLUTION NO. 01-49 A RESOLUTION AWARDING A BID FOR THE PURCHASE OF 
RESCUE/EXTRICATION TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT TO FIRE SERVICE SPECIFICATION AND 
SUPPLY IN THE AMOUNT OF $29,749.

RESOLUTION NO. 01- 50 A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE BIDS, AWARDING THE 
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF $67,986 TO DK ENVIRONMENTAL OF 
MARTINEZ, CALIFORNIA FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE BENICIA BAY TRAIL ACCESS 
IMPROVEMENTS.

Waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and adopted pursuant to this Agenda.

(END OF CONSENT CALENDAR)

MINUTES OF APRIL 17, 2001

Councilmember Corbaley requested this item be pulled. Under the New Business Section, 
requested that the words "the position of City Clerk" replace the words "elected officials" in the 
comments attributed to her; in reference to the contract with Solano Affordable Housing 
Foundation and Pacific Bay Homes, would like the Minutes to contain her request that the 
project be brought back before the Council after design review in order to give the Council and 
the public an opportunity to comment.

On motion of Councilmember Bidou, seconded by Councilmember Corbaley and unanimously 
carried, Minutes of April 17, 2001 were approved as amended.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AGREEMENTS WITH 
VALERO AND CONSULTANTS PROVIDING FOR THE CITY REVIEW OF VARIOUS 
PROJECTS AT THE VALERO REFINERY
Councilmembers Corbaley and Gizzi requested this item be pulled.



Councilmember Gizzi expressed concerns about the contracting process and sole sourcing; 
public perception; questioned why URS Company was chosen for the project.

Councilmember Corbaley stated she had received calls from the public on the placement of this 
item on the Agenda; suggested placing under Reports from City Manager or New Business; 
appreciates proactive approach; satisfied that there are safeguards in place for the contract with 
Ms. Hammer; requested language changes in contract.

Councilmember Whitney asked for clarification on the process and the need for additional 
staffing.

John Bunch, Planning Director, stated that additional staffing was necessary; Ms. Hammer has 
worked for the City previously and was extremely qualified.

Councilmember Gizzi continued to question the qualifications of URS Company; suggested 
changes in the agreement with the Valero Refining Company-California regarding technical and 
environmental review of various refinery projects; concerned about indemnification

Councilmember Corbaley made the motion with modifications to the language to approve the 
agreements, as modified by the City Council at its May 1, 2001 meeting; questioned whether or 
not the language proposed would incorporate both her changes and Councilmember Gizzi's 
changes.

Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, stated that the changes would be acceptable and that the 
contract already provided the provision to hire sub-consultants if required.

Council took the following action:
RESOLUTION NO. 01-51-A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE AGREEMENTS WITH VALERO AND CONSULTANTS PROVIDING FOR CITY 
REVIEW OF VARIOUS PROJECTS AT THE VALERO REFINERY.

On motion of Councilmember Corbaley, seconded by Councilmember Whitney, the above 
Resolution was adopted as modified on roll call by the following vote:
Ayes: Councilmember Corbaley, Whitney and Mayor Messina
Noes: Councilmember Gizzi
Abstain: Councilmember Bidou

Mayor Messina requested that staff be given direction to hold additional discussions with the 
Valero representatives if expertise is not available from URS or Ms. Hammer to evaluate the 
project.

Councilmember Corbaley requested that as the scope of the anticipated projects are developed 
that a report be made to the Council.

ADJOURNMENT:
Mayor Messina adjourned the meeting at 8:46 p.m.

Linda S. Purdy, City Clerk




