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MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING – CITY COUNCIL 

May 01, 2012 
 
 

City Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of 
which are recorded on tape. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

Mayor Patterson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
II. CLOSED SESSION: 
 
III. CONVENE OPEN SESSION: 
 

A. ROLL CALL 
 

All Council Members were present. 
 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Dan Clark led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

C. REFERENCE TO THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PUBLIC. 
 
IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS/APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS: 
 

A. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. Announcement of action taken at Closed Session, if any. 
 

2. Openings on Boards and Commissions: 
 

Building Board of Appeals 2 full terms Open Until Filled 
 

SolTrans Public Advisory Committee 1 full term Open Until Filled 
 

Benicia Community Sustainability Commission 1 unexpired term Open 
Until Filled 

 
Open Government Commission 1 unexpired term Open Until Filled 

 
Benicia Human Services Board 1 unexpired term Application Due 
Date:  May 4, 2012 

 



 2

3. Mayor’s Office Hours:  
 

4. Benicia Arsenal Update: Verbal Update 
 

Mayor Patterson discussed the public hearing that was held last week. She 
discussed a letter that was recently written by the DTSC regarding the Benicia 
Arsenal. 

 
B. APPOINTMENTS 

 
C. PRESENTATIONS 

 
D. PROCLAMATIONS 

 
1. In Recognition of May as Drowning Prevention Month 

 
2. In Recognition of May as National Preservation Month 

 
V. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
 

On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Schwartzman, Council adopted the Agenda, as presented, on roll call by the 
following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
VI. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT 
 

None 
 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

1. Dan Clark, Vice President, BOTTG - Mr. Clark discussed the current 
production 'Reefer Madness' at BOTTG. He encouraged citizens to attend.  

2. Larry Fullington - Mr. Fullington discussed concerns regarding the dangerous 
on/off ramp on Rose Drive. He asked the City to write a letter to Caltrans 
requesting a K-rail be installed.  

3. Staff confirmed they would do some research on the issue and report back to 
Council. 

4. Gary Wing - Mr. Wing discussed the recent 'Every 15 Minutes Program." He 
thanked the City for their efforts and support.  

5. Jasmine Powell - Ms. Powell discussed the creek in the Benicia Industrial 
Park. She thanked the City for coming out to look at it for her. They still need 
better Internet service to the Industrial Park.  
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6. Elizabeth d'Huart, Benicia Historical Museum - Ms. d'Huart discussed the Girl 
Scout Exhibit and other exhibits at the museum. 

7. Council Member Hughes - Council Member Hughes discussed how busy the 
downtown area was this past weekend. The rib cook-off sponsored by 
Rookies was a huge success. All proceeds were donated to the BHS Athletic 
program. The proceeds from the Car Show were donated to the BHS Band 
Program. 

Council Member Schwartzman - Council Member Schwartzman discussed how 
busy the downtown area was this past weekend. He discussed a recent article in 
the Benicia Herald regarding 'Being Prepared.' He encouraged citizens to 
become involved in BERT. 

 
VII. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 

Council pulled item VII.C for discussion. 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member 
Hughes, Council adopted the Consent Calendar, as amended, on roll call by the 
following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR APRIL 17, 2012 

 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member 
Hughes, Council approved the Minutes of April 17, 2012, on roll call by the 
following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
B. RESOLUTION APPROVING A LEASE WITH THE PRESBYTERY OF 

THE REDWOODS FOR A COMMUNITY GARDEN 
 

RESOLUTION 12-46 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO EXECUTE A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE PRESBYTERY OF THE 
REDWOODS TO ALLOW A COMMUNITY GARDEN AT THE CORNER OF 
MILITARY AND EAST SECOND STREET 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member 
Hughes, Council adopted Resolution 12-46, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 
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C. AWARD OF CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT AND APPROVAL OF 
PROPERTY ACQUISITION FOR THE PARK ROAD SIDEWALK 
PROJECT 

 
RESOLUTION 12-47 - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF BENICIA ACCEPTING ALL BIDS FOR THE PARK ROAD SIDEWALK 
PROJECT, AWARDING THE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT TO W.R. FORD 
ASSOCIATES IN THE AMOUNT OF $187,888, APPROVING THE PROPERTY 
ACQUISITION NEEDED TO CONSTRUCT THE PROJECT, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE CONTRACT AND 
DEEDS ON BEHALF OF THE CITY 

Council Member Schwartzman discussed the difference between the two bids.  

Public Comment: 

None 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member 
Hughes, Council adopted Resolution 12-47, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
D. Approval to waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and 

adopted pursuant to this agenda. 
 
VIII. BUSINESS ITEMS: 
 

A. APPROVE THE EXTENSIONS TO THE JULY 1, 2010 TO JUNE 30, 2012 
AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE CITY OF BENICIA AND LOCAL #1 AND 
BENICIA PUBLIC SERVICES EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (BPSEA) 
AND AUTHORIZE THE RECOMMENDED ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION 

 
RESOLUTION 12-48 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING CONTRACT 
EXTENSION AGREEMENTS TO THE JULY 1, 2010 TO JUNE 30, 2012 
AGREEMENTS WITH LOCAL #1 AND BENICIA PUBLIC SERVICE 
EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (BPSEA) 
  
RESOLUTION 12-49 - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF BENICIA AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO TAKE THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE THE ONE-TIME 
CLOSURE OF CITY HALL/COMMUNITY CENTER DURING THE CHRISTMAS 
HOLIDAY WEEK IN RECOGNITION OF THOSE GROUPS AGREEING TO 
EXTEND THEIR CONTRACTS 

Anne Cardwell, Administrative Services Director, reviewed the staff report.  
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Mayor Patterson emphasized Council's appreciation for the level of cooperation 
of the bargaining units.  

Public Comment: 

None 
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Strawbridge, Council adopted Resolution 12-48, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Strawbridge, Council adopted Resolution 12-49, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
B. AWARD OF CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT FOR THE DOWNTOWN 

INTERMODAL FACILITIES PROJECT 
 

RESOLUTION 12-50 - A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BIDS FOR THE 
DOWNTOWN INTERMODAL FACILITIES PROJECT, AWARDING THE 
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT TO CARONE & COMPANY, INC. IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $1,025,289.20, AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO 
SIGN THE CONTRACT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY 

Mayor Patterson recused herself from this item due to a conflict of interest.  

Charlie Knox, Public Works & Community Development Director, reviewed the 
staff report.  

Council Member Hughes discussed the mid-stream adjustments that were made 
as a result of public feedback on the project over the past year or so. The project 
is fully funded by grants.  

Council Member Strawbridge and Staff discussed the need to ensure there was 
access adequate to First Street during construction.  

Council Member Schwartzman emphasized that as the work is being done. 
There needs to be notices put up indicating that businesses are open during 
construction.  

Public Comment: 

1. Jeanne Steinmann - Ms. Steinmann stated that she ran an article in Benicia 
Magazine that highlighted the project. There was an error in the article 
regarding the through traffic lanes on Military. They would be putting the 
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correct information on their website as well as in the June issue. 

On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Schwartzman, Council adopted Resolution 12-50, on roll call by the following 
vote: 
Ayes: Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Mayor Patterson adjourned the meeting at 7:57 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
       _____________________________ 
        Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 


