
May 7, 2002
The Benicia City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers. Copies of Council Agendas are available in the City Clerk's office on the 
Friday afternoon before the Council meeting.

MINUTES OF THE
SPECIAL MEETING - CITY COUNCIL
MAY 7, 2002

A special meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called by Mayor Steve Messina 
at 7:01 p.m. Tuesday, May 7, 2002.

CITY CLERK ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION
Mayor Messina stated the Benicia City Council meeting is called to order and announced that 
the Council will immediately convene in Closed Session to discuss the following:

CLOSED SESSION

Conference with Legal Counsel-Anticipated Litigation
(Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 54956.9)

Notice was duly given twenty-four hours prior to the meeting by the City Clerk.

COMMUNICATIONS:
WRITTEN COMMENT:
PUBLIC COMMENT:
None

Adjourn to Closed Session at 7:03 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE
REGULAR MEETING - CITY COUNCIL
MAY 7, 2002

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by Mayor 
Steve Messina at 7:35 p.m. Tuesday, May 7, 2002, in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East 
L Street, complete proceedings of which are recorded on tape.

ROLL CALL:
Present:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina
Absent:   None

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Mayor Messina led the pledge to the flag.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Mayor Messina announced action taken in Closed Session, as follows:



Re: Conference with Legal Counsel - Anticipated Litigation - Schlatter -gave direction to staff; 
additional direction given to staff on another matter.

APPOINTMENTS:
Mayor Messina announced the reappointment of Dan Moitoza to the Parks, Recreation and 
Cemetery Commission to fill a full term to April 15, 2006.

RESOLUTION NO. 02- 53 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S REAPPOINTMENT 
OF DAN MOITOZA TO THE PARKS, RECREATION AND CEMETERY COMMISSION TO FILL 
A FULL TERM TO APRIL 15, 2006
The above Resolution confirming the Mayor's reappointment was adopted on roll call by the 
following vote:
Ayes: Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina
Noes: None

Mayor Messina announced the appointment of Bob Mutch to the Economic Development Board 
to fill an unexpired term to July 1, 2002.

RESOLUTION NO. 02- 54 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S APPOINTMENT 
OF BOB MUTCH TO THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD TO FILL AN UNEXPIRED 
TERM TO JULY 1, 2002
The above Resolution confirming the Mayor's appointment was adopted on roll call by the 
following vote:
Ayes: Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina
Noes: None

Mayor Messina announced the reappointment of Richard Sprankle as a tenant member to the 
Housing Authority Board to fill a full term to December 31, 2003.

RESOLUTION NO. 02- 55 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S REAPPOINTMENT 
OF RICHARD SPRANKLE AS A TENANT MEMBER TO THE HOUSING AUTHORITY BOARD 
TO FILL A FULL TERM TO DECEMBER 31, 2003
The above Resolution confirming the Mayor's reappointment was adopted on roll call by the 
following vote:
Ayes: Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina
Noes: None

Mayor Messina announced the appointment of Atiba Murphy as a tenant member to the 
Housing Authority Board to fill a full term to December 31, 2003.

RESOLUTION NO. 02- 56 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S APPOINTMENT 
OF ATIBA MURPHY AS A TENANT MEMBER TO THE HOUSING AUTHORITY BOARD TO 
FILL A FULL TERM TO DECEMBER 31, 2003
The above Resolution confirming the Mayor's appointment was adopted on roll call by the 
following vote:
Ayes: Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina
Noes: None



Mayor Messina announced the appointment of J.B. Davis to the Tri-City & County Citizen's 
Advisory Committee.

RESOLUTION NO. 02- 57 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S APPOINTMENT 
OF J.B. DAVIS TO THE TRI-CITY & COUNTY CITIZEN'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The above Resolution confirming the Mayor's appointment was adopted on roll call by the 
following vote:
Ayes: Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina
Noes: None

Mayor Messina announced the appointment of Council Member Bidou as an alternate Board 
Member to the Solano/Napa Regional Peace Officers' Training Association JPA.

The Mayor's appointment was adopted on roll call by the following vote:
Ayes: Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina
Noes: None

PROCLAMATIONS:
BENICIA HISTORICAL MUSEUM "HISTORY HONORS AWARDS DAY" - MAY 17, 2002 Mayor 
Messina read the Proclamation; accepted by Marjorie Williford, Board Member.

NATIONAL POLICE OFFICER'S WEEK - MAY 12-18, 2002
Mayor Messina read the Proclamation; accepted by Jim Trimble, Police Chief.

PUBLIC WORKS WEEK - MAY 19-25, 2002
Mayor Messina read the Proclamation; accepted by Virgil Mustain, Public Works Director.

WATER AWARENESS MONTH - APRIL 2002
Mayor Messina read the Proclamation; accepted by Virgil Mustain, Public Works Director; 
announced that there would be a display on Water Awareness at the Library and an Open 
House at the Water Treatment Plant on May 18, 2002.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA:
Mayor Messina asked if there were any changes to the Agenda.

Council Member Smith requested that Item XIII- A - Affordable Housing Strategy be removed 
from the Agenda; had met with the City Attorney to clarify rights and Conflict of Interest; told by 
City Attorney that he would be able to participate in decisions on Community Space needs and 
plans without discussing the Boy Scout property; subsequently told by the City Manager and in 
a Memo from the City Attorney that he could not; requested postponing or separating items; 
there are twelve different lots scattered all over the City, not a project; this is a planning tool 
used to limit the discussion.

Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, recommended getting an opinion from the FPPC that would 
give Council Members immunity so they would be able to take action on these items; there is a 
time schedule for affordable housing issues that needs to be followed; clarified projects 
presented; Council Members Campbell and Smith would have Conflict of Interest because they 
own property within 500 feet.



On motion of Council Member Bidou, seconded by Council Member Whitney, Agenda was 
adopted as presented, with the understanding to request an opinion from the Fair Political 
Practices Commission, by the following vote:
Ayes: Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Whitney and Mayor Messina
Noes: Council Member Smith

COMMUNICATIONS:
WRITTEN:
PUBLIC COMMENT:
J. B. Davis, 385 West K Street, agrees with Council Member Smith; postpone discussion on the 
Community Center for two weeks so all can speak.
Mark Appel, 580 West I Street, supports position of Council Member Smith; unacceptable that 
less than all can express views; break apart issues; praised the Police Department's superior 
performance.
Bob Mutch, 695 Knight Drive, gave an update on the X-Park; $133,000 has been raised; design 
contract has been signed; announced the need for more dirt at the site.
      Council Member Whitney stated that he had been in contact with Syar Industries about 
obtaining additional dirt for the site.

      Council Member Smith announced that the Benicia Youth/Police Picnic would be held on 
May 10, 2002 at the Community Park.
Cathy Ann Hewitt, 266 East B Street, spoke on the environment needed to raise children; safety 
net programs for children.
Dan Smith, Council Member, remarked on the passing of Forrest Deaner, founder of the Solano 
Chapter of the California Natural Plant Society; stated that it was his feeling that the Police 
Shooting Range Agreement should have come back to the Council for review before being 
signed by the Mayor; read into the record City's codified procedure for placing an item on the 
Agenda.
Lisa Reynolds, 385 West K Street, expressed concerns about parking situation at the 
Community Park; suggested additional parking be added closer to the dog park; combining of 
Agenda items limits discussions; Council Member Smith should be allowed to speak.
Patrick Ward, 230 West K Street, spoke on citizen perception of the process to place items on 
the Agenda; stated that he had spoken with former Council Member Gizzi to confirm that the 
Agreement regarding the Police Shooting Range would be brought back to the Council for 
review; suggested that the financing of the Police Station be placed on the ballot as a bond 
issue.
Steve Butler, 416 Larkin Drive, against combining the affordable housing issue and the 
Community Center on the Agenda, thereby limiting participation by some of the Council 
Members.
Sue Butler, 416 Larkin Drive, requested that Council Member Smith be allowed to speak for the 
citizens; suggested combining some of the affordable housing with the Police Station so that the 
police could act as mentors.
Marilyn Bardet, 333 East K Street, thanked the Mayor and Council for their support of historical 
preservation; Lake Herman Road should be maintained as a rural road as stated in the General 
Plan; General Plan is State law. 11. Diana Smith, 365 Military East, expressed concern about 
the combining of issues on the Agenda and the democratic process.
Michelle Taylor, 266 East B Street, stated her concern about the proposed rate increase for the 
Benicia Marina.



Mark Hall, 361 East L Street, spoke on the current traffic situation on East 4th and L Streets; 
neighborhood not against affordable housing, just the increase in traffic.
Tony Shannon, 28 Buena Vista, concerned about 40% of the Council not voting on an issue; 
Community Center location may be too far for lower income children who do not have a way to 
get to the Community Park; Marina is still in disrepair; not dredged properly; does not approve of 
an increase until repairs are made.
Bob Craft, 323 Columbia Circle, stated that constructing the Agenda in a manner that all cannot 
participate was not the democratic process.
Terrill Leavitt, 2034 Clear View Circle, stated there are hazards on the docks at the Marina; 
dredging was a disaster; against rate increase.
Greg Yuhas, 790 West J Street, suggested a possible rate decrease at the Marina because of 
limited use of boats; City was not effective in getting permits and dredging done; dumping of 
street run off into the Marina by the City has created additional problems.
Ruth Burdick, 365 Military East, questioned why the Community Center and the affordable 
housing issue were combined; concerned about parking at the proposed Eagle Glen Complex; 
suggested reducing the size of the plan.
Teresa Greenwell, 1215 East 4th Street (property owner), stated that the Eagle Glen project was 
in conflict with the General Plan; cited Superior Court rulings; parking inadequate and not 
addressed in the traffic study; project violates the General Plan and the Zoning Ordinance. 
Vice Mayor Campbell requested that the following items be placed for discussion on a future 
Agenda:
East 5th Street freeway on ramp -requested notification to Cal Trans about the dangerous 
conditions that have been created by the concrete dividers.
Planning Commission meet every month even if there are no current projects to review.
Discussion of placing the Urban Growth Boundary on the November ballot.
Discussion of placing a Port Tax on the November ballot.
Revisit the issue of the Gun Range (JPA) Agreement passed by the previous Council. 
Consensus of the Council was to send a letter to Cal Trans on the existing problem; gave 
direction to staff to convey concerns regarding monthly Planning Commission meetings (Mayor 
will also assist with this request); a discussion on the Urban Growth Boundary will be presented 
at the next Council Meeting, under Council Sub Committee Reports; insufficient support for the 
Port Tax, but possibility for a general discussion on the tax issue; insufficient support for 
additional discussion on the Gun Range (JPA) Agreement.

Otto Giuliani, City Manager, asked that a workshop be held to clarify procedures on ways to 
bring items forward for discussion on the Agenda.

Council Member Campbell withdrew his request for a discussion on the Port Tax until the 
Council workshop can be held.

Consensus of the Council was to schedule this workshop.

CONSENT CALENDAR:
Mayor Messina asked if there were any requests for items to be pulled; Council Member Smith 
requested that Item VIII-H be pulled.

On motion of Council Member Bidou, seconded by Council Member Whitney, and unanimously 
carried, the following items were approved under the Consent Calendar:



Minutes of April 16, 2002

ORDINANCE NO. 02-1 - AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A PREZONE OF A PORTION OF THE 
IT CORPORATION SITE TO OPEN SPACE (OS) FOR THE PROPOSED NORTHGATE 
CHURCH SITE (PLN-2000-88)

RESOLUTION NO. 02-58 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FINAL PARCEL MAP FOR 
PROPERTY LOCATED ON MOUNTVIEW TERRACE, ACCEPTING THE STREET RIGHT-OF-
WAY AND A PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT AS SHOWN ON THE PARCEL MAP, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE THE CLERK OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
STATEMENT ON THE FINAL PARCEL MAP, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY

RESOLUTION NO. 02-59 - A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE S. P. DEPOT INTERIOR 
RENOVATION PROJECT INCLUDING CHANGE ORDERS 1 THROUGH 7, AUTHORIZING 
THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE NOTICE OF COMPLETION, AND AUTHORIZING THE 
CITY CLERK TO FILE SAME WITH THE SOLANO COUNTY RECORDER

RESOLUTION NO. 02- 60 - A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE S. P. DEPOT FIRE 
PROTECTION SPRINKLER SYSTEM INCLUDING CHANGE ORDER NUMBER 1, 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE NOTICE OF COMPLETION, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY CLERK TO FILE SAME WITH THE SOLANO COUNTY RECORDER

RESOLUTION NO. 02-61 - A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A WATER LINE EASEMENT AT 4701 
INDUSTRIAL WAY AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY CLERK TO RECORD THE WATER LINE 
EASEMENT

RESOLUTION NO. 02-62 - A RESOLUTION TERMINATING THE DECLARATION OF 
EMERGENCY, ACCEPTING THE COMPLETION OF THE EMERGENCY REPAIR WORK TO 
THE WEST 7TH STREET SEWER LINE SOUTH OF LORI DRIVE AND AUTHORIZING AN 
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION OF $11,400 FROM THE WASTEWATER ENTERPRISE FUND 
RESERVES

RESOLUTION NO. 02- 63 - A RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE EFFORTS OF LEAVE OUR 
COMMUNITY ASSETS LOCAL (LOCAL COALITION)

Waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and adopted pursuant to this Agenda.

(END OF CONSENT CALENDAR)

RESOLUTION APPOINTING SCOTT MAZE AND ASSOCIATES AS THE CITY'S 
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL AUDITORS FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2002
Council Member Smith requested that this item be pulled from the Consent Calendar; 
expressed concerns over the wording used in the staff report to describe the company chosen; 
did not find argument presented by staff compelling.

Council Member Whitney explained that Maze and Associates was asked to make a 
presentation to the Audit and Finance Committee; resume had been reviewed; rotation of 
auditors provided checks and balances within the company; Maze and Associates is one of the 
few accounting firms that audit cities that are of similar size as Benicia.



Council took the following action:
RESOLUTION NO. 02-64 - A RESOLUTION ENTERING INTO AGREEMENT WITH MAZE AND 
ASSOCIATES ACCOUNTANCY CORPORATION FOR AUDITING SERVICES FOR THE YEAR 
ENDING 2001-2002
On motion of Council Member Bidou, seconded by Council Member Whitney, the above 
Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote:
Ayes: Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina
Noes: None

Mayor Messina called for a break at 9:59 p.m.
Mayor Messina reconvened the meeting at 10:07 p.m.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
RESOLUTION APROVING AN UPDATE TO THE CITYWIDE TRAFFIC IMPACT FEE 
PROGRAM AND AUTHORIZING ASSOCIATED FEE ADJUSTMENTS
Dan Schiada, Assistant Director Public Works, summarized the self-funded program; will be 
used to fund roadway and intersection improvements required for future development; all types 
of traffic fees need to be looked at on a consistent basis; a facility could be charged multiple use 
fees.

Council Member Campbell questioned why general office and warehouse fees were being 
lowered; expressed concerns about future fees that would be charged to the Seeno 
Development Project.

Mayor Messina opened the Public Hearing. No written protests received. No one spoke for or 
against this item.

Mayor Messina closed the Public Hearing.

Council Member Smith pointed out a typographical error in the Resolution.

Mayor Messina asked how Benicia's fees compare with other cities.

Council took the following action:
RESOLUTION NO. 02-65 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE UPDATE TO THE TRAFFIC 
IMPACT FEE PROGRAM AND AUTHORIZING ASSOCIATED FEE ADJUSTMENTS (AS 
CORRECTED)
On motion of Council Member Bidou, seconded by Council Member Smith, the above 
Resolution was adopted, as corrected, on roll call by the following vote:
Ayes: Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina
Noes: None

REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER:
ORAL REPORT ON AWARD OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANTS
Otto Giuliani, City Manager, reported that the City had received Grants in the amount of 
$300,000 for the Commandant's Residence and $100,000 for the Clock Tower.

NEW BUSINESS:



AFFORDABLE HOUSING STRATEGY
DISPOSITION OF CITY OWNED PARCELS
REPLACEMENT OF YOUTH MEETING FACILITIES 
Council Members Campbell and Smith did not participate in the discussion of these items due to 
Conflict of Interest.

Otto Giuliani, City Manager, reviewed the past history of these projects; new regional numbers 
for affordable housing had been received from ABAG; explained problems of prevailing wage 
and soil that had changed the original plans; selling the lots at market rate will provide a funding 
mechanism to support both the Eagle Glen Project and funding for the proposed Scout/
Community facility at the Community Park.

Eleven concerned citizens spoke on this item.

Council Member Bidou stated that the City was under a mandate and a moral obligation to 
provide affordable housing; excited about the proposal to provide a new Scout House.

Council Member Whitney questioned the number of units and parking required for the Eagle 
Glen Project; already a problem with traffic congestion around that area; proposed lowering the 
density of the units on that site.

Mayor Messina asked for clarification on the number of affordable units proposed for the east 
and west sides of town; suggested and gave direction to staff look into the parking issues at the 
Eagle Glen site; would like to be sure that the Scout Facility is first class.

On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Bidou, direction was 
given to staff to complete the necessary steps for the disposition of City owned parcels - 
complete parcel maps and legal descriptions, appraisal updates, prepare bid packages, 
appropriate $90,000 to complete work necessary to sell parcels - cost to be repaid from land 
sale proceeds, continue design work through Design Review submittal- $10,000 to be repaid 
from land sale proceeds, passed on roll call by the following vote:
Ayes: Council Members Bidou, Whitney and Mayor Messina
Noes: None
Abstain: Council Members Campbell and Smith

Mayor Messina called for a break at 12:14 p.m.
Mayor Messina reconvened the meeting at 12: 26 p.m.

On motion of Council Member Bidou, seconded by Council Member Whitney, and unanimously 
carried, to continue the meeting past 11:30 p.m.

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE MERGER OF AT & T CORPORATION AND COMCAST 
CORPORATION INTO A NEW FIRM CALLED AT & T COMCAST
Council Members Campbell, Whitney and Otto Giuliani, City Manager, did not participate in the 
discussion of this item due to Conflict of Interest.

Alan Nadritch, Finance Director, recommended approval of this Resolution in accordance with 
FCC regulations.



Council took the following action:
RESOLUTION NO. 02 - 66 - A RESOLUTION CONSENTING TO CHANGE OF CONTROL AND 
INTERNAL RESTRUCTURING OF AT & T CORPORATION AND COMCAST CORPORATION 
MERGER TO CREATE A NEW COMPANY TO BE KNOWN AS AT & T COMCAST 
CORPORATION (AT & T COMCAST)
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Bidou, the above 
Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote:
Ayes: Council Members Bidou, Smith and Mayor Messina
Noes: None
Abstain: Council Members Campbell and Whitney

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AT & T BROADBAND TO INCREASE ITS MONTHLY CHARGE 
FOR BASIC CABLE TELEVISION SERVICE FROM $12.08 TO $13.00 AND TO MODIFY 
OTHER FEES AND CHARGES
Council Members Campbell, Whitney and Otto Giuliani, City Manager, did not participate in the 
discussion of this item due to Conflict of Interest.

Alan Nadritch, Finance Director, explained that unless the City could show that there were 
irregularities, accounting errors, or any other financial abnormalities the rate increase need to be 
approved per the Telecommunications Act of 1996; recommended approval; customer service 
issues could be addressed when the Franchise Agreement comes up for renewal in 2003.

One concerned citizen spoke on this item.

Consensus of the Council was for further discussion in the future on customer service and 
franchise issues.

Council Member Bidou made a motion, seconded by Mayor Messina, to approve the Resolution 
authorizing AT& T Broadband to increase rate charges for basic cable and modify other fees.

Motion failed by the following vote:
Ayes: Council Members Bidou and Mayor Messina
Noes: Council Member Smith
Abstain: Council Members Campbell and Whitney

Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, requested that a second vote be taken due to the lack of 
enough affirmative votes to allow action to be taken on this item.

Council took the following action:
RESOLUTION NO. 02-67 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AT & T BROADBAND TO 
INCREASE ITS MONTHLY CHARGE FOR BASIC CABLE TELEVISION SERVICE FROM 
$12.08 TO $13.00 AND TO MODIFY OTHER FEES AND CHARGES EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2002
On motion of Council Member Bidou, seconded by Mayor Messina, the above Resolution was 
adopted on roll call by the following vote:
Ayes: Council Members Bidou, Smith and Mayor Messina
Noes: None
Abstain: Council Members Campbell and Whitney

MARINA STATUS REPORT



CONSIDERATION OF MARINA BERTHING RATE INCREASE
Mayor Messina, Council Member Bidou and Otto Giuliani, City Manager, did not participate in 
the discussion of this item due to Conflict of Interest. Vice Mayor Campbell chaired this portion 
of the meeting.

Karen Majors, Assistant City Manager, gave a summary on various Marina issues; significant 
progress has been made on landscaping and maintenance; dock listing has been discussed 
and per Cal Boating guidelines will be addressed; claims arising from the dredging episode 
have been made by Lucas Marine and Benicia Harbor Corporation; bid packages for the next 
dredging episode have been prepared; the City is waiting on an opinion from FPPC before 
proceeding with some portions of the Marina Storm Drain; reviewed the proposed rate increase 
requested by the Benicia Harbor Corporation and the City's counter proposal for that increase.

Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, clarified the six conditions that the City would like the 
Benicia Harbor Corporation to comply with prior to a rate increase.

Nine concerned citizens spoke on this item.

Council Member Smith stated that the proposed rate increase was more than the range for 
comparable Marinas; some improvement at the Marina, but not enough to warrant an increase 
in rates; use different equipment to complete the dredging.

Council Member Whitney asked for clarification of the problems that had occurred in the portion 
of the Marina maintained by the City; questioned if deep dredging of the Marina would be 
allowed; require next dredging company to use certain types of equipment.

Michael Throne, Sr. Civil Engineer, explained the requirement for allowable dredging depth in 
the Marina.

John Ash, Benicia Harbor Corporation, responded to the various comments made by citizens 
and Council Members; there has been no rate increase in the last five years; explained dredging 
process and regulations that are requested by various governmental agencies; dock 
maintenance.

Vice Mayor Campbell requested that the Assistant City Manager and the City Attorney resolve 
the Conflict of Interest issues surrounding the Marina Storm Drain; application be made for 
funding of the tide gates and wetlands; conduct an audit of the Marina berthing rates; last 
dredging episode was not handled properly by the City; requested monthly updates on the 
future dredging episode; first year rate increase is acceptable.

Council Member Whitney suggested that the rate increase be brought back to the Council in six 
months for a review; docks need to be maintained.

Karen Majors, Assistant City Manager, reminded the Council that the option of arbitration could 
still be used and the outcome might be different regardless of what was determined this 
evening.

Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, proposed language to be used in a response letter to the 
Benicia Harbor Corporation denying the rate increase at this time and to include subjects of 



dock safety, limited use of Marina due to dredging issues, audit of various rates charged and the 
definition of a new berther.

Council Member Whitney requested that language be added concerning live aboards.

On a motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney, and 
unanimously carried, send response letter to Benicia Harbor Corporation and bring this item 
back to the Council in three months for a status report and in six months for a review.

ADJOURNMENT:
Vice Mayor Campbell adjourned the meeting at 2:35 a.m.


