
May 14, 2009 
BENICIA PLANNING COMMISSION 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
Thursday, May 14, 2009 
7:00 P.M. 
I. OPENING OF MEETING 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 
B. Roll Call of Commissioners 
C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public - A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of each 

member of the public is posted at the entrance to this meeting room per Section 4.04.030 of 
the City of Benicia’s Open Government Ordinance. 

II. AGENDA CHANGES AND DISCUSSION 
III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Commission on any matter 
not on the agenda that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Planning Commission. State law 
prohibits the Commission from responding to or acting upon matters not listed on the agenda. 
Each speaker has a maximum of five minutes for public comment. If others have already expressed 
your position, you may simply indicate that you agree with a previous speaker. If appropriate, a 
spokesperson may present the views of your entire group. Speakers may not make personal attacks 
on council members, staff or members of the public, or make comments which are slanderous or 
which may invade an individual’s personal privacy. 

A. WRITTEN 
B. PUBLIC COMMENT 

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR 
Consent Calendar items are considered routine and will be enacted, approved, or adopted by one 
motion unless a request for removal for discussion or explanation is received from the Planning 
Commission or a member of the public by submitting a speaker slip for that item. 
*Any Item identified as a Public Hearing has been placed on the Consent Calendar because it has not 
generated any public interest or dissent. However, if any member of the public wishes to comment on 
a Public Hearing item, or would like the item placed on the regular agenda, please notify the 
Community Development Staff either prior to, or at the Planning Commission meeting, prior to the 
reading of the Consent Calendar. 

A. Approval of Agenda 



B. Approval of Minutes of March 12, 2009 
V. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

A. GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY REVIEW FOR BENICIA’S 2007-2009 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM (CIP) 

Click here for an additional memo 
PROPOSAL 
The Planning Commission will review the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) and determine if it is 
consistent with the Goals, Policies and Programs of the Benicia General Plan. 
Recommendation: Planning Commission review the Capital Improvement Program and determine 
consistency with the Goals, Policies and Programs of the Benicia General Plan. 
VI. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 

A. NATIONAL PRESERVATION MONTH – May is National Preservation Month. The 
Historic Preservation Review Commission will be hosting a "Meet & Greet" on 
Thursday, May 28th and welcome everyone to attend. 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM  COMMISSIONERS 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
Public Participation 
The Benicia Planning Commission welcomes public participation. 
Pursuant to the Brown Act, each public agency must provide the public with an opportunity to speak 
on any matter within the subject matter jurisdiction of the agency and which is not on the agency's 
agenda for that meeting. The Planning Commission allows speakers to speak on non-agendized 
matters under public comments, and on agendized items at the time the agenda item is addressed at 
the meeting. Comments are limited to no more than five minutes per speaker. By law, no action may 
be taken on any item raised during the public comment period although informational answers to 
questions may be given and matters may be referred to staff for placement on a future agenda of the 
Planning Commission. 
Should you have material you wish to enter into the record, please submit it to the Commission 
Secretary. 
Disabled Access 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact Valerie Ruxton, the ADA Coordinator, at (707) 746-4211. 
Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to 
ensure accessibility to this meeting. 
Meeting Procedures 



All items listed on this agenda are for Commission discussion and/or action. In accordance with the 
Brown Act, each item is listed and includes, where appropriate, further description of the item and/or 
a recommended action. The posting of a recommended action does not limit, or necessarily indicate, 
what action may be taken by the Planning Commission. 
The Planning Commission may not begin new public hearing items after 11 p.m. Public hearing items 
which remain on the agenda may be continued to the next regular meeting of the Commission, or to a 
special meeting. 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009; if you challenge a decision of the Planning Commission 
in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the Public 
Hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the Planning Commission 
at, or prior to, the Public Hearing. You may also be limited by the ninety (90) day statute of limitations 
in which to file and serve a petition for administrative writ of mandate challenging any final City 
decisions regarding planning or zoning. 
Appeals of Planning Commission decisions which are final actions, not recommendations, are 
considered by the City Council. Appeals must be filed in the Community Development Department in 
writing, stating the basis of appeal with the appeal fee within 10 business days of the date of action. 
Public Records 
The agenda packet for this meeting is available at the City Clerk’s Office, the Benicia Public Library and 
the Community Development Department during regular working hours. To the extent feasible, the 
packet is also available on the City’s web page at www.ci.benicia.ca.usunder the heading "Agendas 
and Minutes." Public records related to an open session agenda item that are distributed after the 
agenda packet is prepared are available before the meeting at the Community Development 
Department’s office located at 250 East L Street, Benicia, or at the meeting held in the City Hall 
Council Chambers. If you wish to submit written information on an agenda item, please submit to 
Gina Eleccion, Management Analyst, as soon as possible so that it may be distributed to the Planning 
Commission. 

March 12, 2009 minutes(pdf)   
CIP General Plan Consistency (pdf)   
Revised CIP Memo (pdf)  

 



 D R A F T 

 
 

BENICIA PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS  
 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, March 12, 2009 

 
7:00 P.M. 

 
 

I. OPENING OF MEETING  
 
A. Pledge of Allegiance 
B. Roll Call of Commissioners 
 

Present:         Commissioners Richard Bortolazzo, Don Dean, Rick Ernst, Dan Healy, Rod 
Sherry, Lee Syracuse and Brad Thomas  

Absent:          None 
 
Staff Present:  Charlie Knox, Community Development Director 

Damon Golubics, Principal Planner 
  Mike Marcus, Assistant Planner 
                        Gina Eleccion, Management Analyst 

 
C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public - A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of 

each member of the public is posted at the entrance to this meeting room per Section 
4.04.030 of the City of Benicia’s Open Government Ordinance. 

 
II. AGENDA CHANGES AND DISCUSSION 

None. 
 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT  
 

A. WRITTEN 
None. 
 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT  
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Dana Dean, 835 First Street – She spoke on behalf of BUSD regarding traffic patterns on 
Friday, March 13th.  There will be major support at the schools to draw attention to the 
district’s budget.  The school district losses will affect everyone in the City. 
 

IV. ELECTION OF OFFICERS  
Commissioner Sherry nominated Commissioner Healy as Chair and Commissioner Thomas as 
Vice Chair, seconded by Commissioner Bortolazzo, and approved by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:  Commissioners Bortolazzo, Dean, Ernst, Healy, Sherry, Syracuse and Thomas 
Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
Abstain: None  

 
V. PRESENTATION 

 
A. PROCLAMATION OF COMMENDATION FOR FRED RAILSBACK  

Commissioners expressed their sincere appreciation and thanks for Fred’s service to the 
community, and his support of the Commissioners. 

 
Charlie Knox thanked Fred for his service and read a proclamation.   
 
Fred Railsback thanked everyone for the kind words.  He stated that he has worked with 
many good people that have brought so much.  He believes that the current staff is the 
best the City has ever had.   

 
A recess was called at 7:10 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:25 p.m. 

 
B. CLIMATE ACTION PLAN  

The Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo City and Regional Planning Department Consulting Team 
will present an update of their progress on the Climate Action Plan. The presentation will 
include a brief overview of the Climate Action Plan preparation process and a summary of 
recommended strategies for each of the eight focus areas. Focus areas include 
Transportation and Land Use, Energy, Industry, Parks and Open Space, Water and 
Wastewater, Solid Waste, and Public Outreach and Education. 
 
Damon Golubics, Principal Planner, introduced Mike Marcus, Assistant Planner. 
 
Mike Marcus introduced the Cal Poly students and faculty, and provided an overview of 
the project to date.  He noted that the group is looking for comments on the recommended 
strategies. 
 
Ryan Brough, Cal Poly, gave an overview of the process.  A PowerPoint presentation was 
shown.  Ryan Johnson and Brian Miller continued the PowerPoint presentation. 
 
Commissioners thanked the students for their presentation.  Commissioners questioned the 
emissions reductions proposed for Valero.  Adrienne Grieve, faculty, noted that the 
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reduction relates to emissions, not operations.  She clarified that AB32 is a State goal, so 
it’s an overall reduction goal. 
 
LEED Certification was discussed and Energy Star Certification was mentioned as an 
alternative due to cost issues.  Scott Kaiser noted that there are alternatives, but in speaking 
with contractors and developers, LEED Certification is the regional standard, which is 
important to be consistent with. 
 
Nancy Cole noted that the BEST program, similar to the BerkeleyFIRST program, 
addresses commercial, industrial and residential structures.  This would have to be funded 
through a municipal bond. 
 
Commissioners noted that the school district eliminated bussing, which currently creates a 
lot of traffic.  There has been discussion about recommending that bussing be re-
implemented. 
 
Commissioners noted it’s important to have the City’s commitment.  Some jurisdictions 
require LEED Certification for city-owned buildings.   
 
Commissioners questioned recommendations on how to govern this.  The City is currently 
looking at establishing a Sustainability Commission.  There are many options to explore, 
including ordinances, internal committees (Green Team), community collaboration, and 
potentially a Commission (Sustainability) that would focus on multiple issues. 
 
Ryan Brough noted that the recommendations are specific to Benicia, and are based on 
background interviews and information. 
 
Wind power was discussed.  Nancy Cole noted that Benicia rates high for wind energy 
potential.  She suggests further investigation into wind power.  She further noted that a 
study was done on the straits regarding waterpower.  A feasibility study could be 
considered.  
 
The public hearing was opened. 
 
Lauren Bronson, Benicia High, SAGE Program– She proposed a new non-profit program 
for home energy audits.  This could be funded through the Valero settlement funds.  There 
would be multiple benefits to this program.   
 
Meghan Lewis, former Sage Program student – She gave background of the home energy 
audit program.   
 
Commissioners questioned the focus on senior citizens and low-income only, and whether 
there would be a benefit to the community at large.  The SAGE Program’s focus was 
targeted to the most in need.  Lauren Bronson noted that they would like to keep this a non-
profit program. 
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Mike Marcus thanked the SAGE Program, under the direction of Polly Farina, for their 
interest and work on the project. 
 
Gene Doherty, 580 Willow Court – He noted that Saturday is Arbor Day, sponsored by the 
Parks Department.  He also noted that there will be a Sustainability meeting on March 24th.  
He commented on the solar he installed on his property.  He commented on the water 
demand and suggested reviewing billing scenarios to encourage reduction of water use. 
 
Jim Stevenson – He questioned what changes in regulations and laws would be required to 
implement all of the recommendations to meet the targets.  Ryan Brough noted there are 
near-term, mid-term, and long-term goals that address the timing of adopting regulations.   
 
Mike Marcus noted that there will be a chapter in the final draft with legislative actions. 
 
Kathy Kerridge, 771 West I – She questioned some of the renewable energy sources, and 
whether that was strictly residential or also City-owned.  She noted that funding will be an 
issue.  Mike Marcus noted that there will be a funding section in the final draft plan.  She’s 
interested in wind power.  She commented on the water use. 
 
The public hearing was closed. 
 
Commissioners complimented the students and staff on their work. 
 
Zeljka Howard, Professor – She thanked the Commission for entrusting them with the 
program.  In addition, she thanked staff for their dedication to the project.  She specifically 
thanked Mike Marcus for providing exceptional oversight on the project. 
 
Mike Marcus noted that staff will be reviewing the final report, and it will be back to the 
Planning Commission and City Council in Summer 2009.  He noted that the next step from 
adoption will be implementation and monitoring. 
 

VI. CONSENT CALENDAR  
On motion of Commissioner Ernst, seconded by Commissioner Syracuse, the Consent Calendar 
was approved, with a minor correction to the minutes, by the following vote: 
 
Ayes: Commissioners Bortolazzo, Ernst, Sherry, Syracuse, Thomas and Chair Healy 
Noes:  None 
Absent: None 
Abstain: Commissioner Dean 
 
A. Approval of Agenda  
B. Approval of Minutes of February 11, 2009 
 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF  
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A. HISTORIC RESOURCE INVENTORY UPDATE  – The Historic Resource Inventory 
Update is being presented to City Council for final action on March 17, 2009.   
 
Gina Eleccion noted that the final Historic Resource Inventory Update is being considered 
at the March 17th City Council meeting.   
 
Damon Golubics announced that there will be a workshop on the Arsenal Specific Plan on 
April 6th.  Flyers for the meeting were distributed to the Commission and available to the 
public. 
 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS  
None. 
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT  
Chair Healy adjourned the meeting at 8:39 p.m. 










































































