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MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING – CITY COUNCIL 

May 17, 2011 
 
 

City Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of 
which are recorded on tape. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

Mayor Patterson called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 
II. CLOSED SESSION: 
 
III. CONVENE OPEN SESSION: 
 

A. ROLL CALL 
 

All Council Members were present. 
 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Lisa Wolfe led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

C. REFERENCE TO THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF PUBLIC 
 
IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS/APPOINTMENTS/PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS: 
 

A. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. Announcement of action taken at Closed Session, if any. 
 

Brad Kilger, City Manager, stated that no reportable actions were taken during 
Closed Session.  

 
2. Openings on Boards and Commissions: 

 
Soltrans Public Advisory Committee: Three Full Terms Open until 
Filled 

 
Sky Valley Open Space Committee: One full term to January 31, 2015 
Open until filled 

 
Civil Service Commission: One full term to January 31, 2015 Open 
until filled 
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Building Board of Appeals: Three full terms to January 31, 2015 Open 
until filled 

 
Solano Transportation Authority Pedestrian Advisory Committee: One 
full term to January 31, 2014 Open until filled 

 
3. Mayor’s Office Hours: 

 
4. Benicia Arsenal Update: 

 
Mayor Patterson reviewed updates listed in the staff report.  

Council Member Campbell inquired about the early scheduled meeting time (the 
meeting time was geared toward the businesses and property owners in the 
Arsenal). 

 
B. APPOINTMENTS 

 
1. Appointment of John Johnsen to the Economic Development 

Board for an unexpired term to June 30, 2011. 
 

RESOLUTION 11-59 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S 
APPOINTMENT OF JOHN JOHNSEN TO THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
BOARD TO AN UNEXPIRED TERM ENDING JUNE 30, 2011  
On motion of Mayor Patterson Council adopted the Resolution, on roll call by the 
following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 

 
2. Appointment of Anthony Shannon to the Community 

Sustainability Commission for a full term to January 31, 2015. 
 

RESOLUTION 11-60 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S 
APPOINTMENT OF ANTHONY SHANNON TO THE COMMUNITY 
SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION TO A FULL TERM ENDING JANUARY 31, 
2015  
On motion of Mayor Patterson Council adopted the Resolution, on roll call by the 
following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 

 
C. PROCLAMATIONS 

 
1. In recognition of National Safe Boating Week 

 
2. In Recognition of Drowning Prevention Month 
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3. In Recognition of May as Older American's Month 

 
D. PRESENTATIONS 

 
V. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
 

On motion of Vice Mayor Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, 
Council adopted the Agenda, as presented, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 

 
VI. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT 
 

Six items received (copies on file).  
 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Dennis Lowry - Mr. Lowry discussed concerns regarding Council's recent 
decision pertaining to the installation of wood windows at City Hall. He 
suggested Council look into alternative materials for the window replacements.  

Council and Staff discussed Mayor Patterson's suggestion that Mr. Lowry meet 
with the HPRC to discuss the issue of the wood windows.  Council discussed the 
issue of changing the bid process, design issues, the possibility of using 
alternative materials to recreate the look of wood, and the possibility of having 
the HPRC review the window policy. Staff discussed the possibility of proceeding 
with the current bid process, and doing an investigation into the suggestions 
made by Mr. Lowry.  

Marilyn Bardet - Ms. Bardet discussed concern regarding the window project not 
being brought before the Sustainability Commission. She suggested the 
Sustainability Commission be included in future discussions regarding the 
window replacement. 

 
VII. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 

Council pulled items VII.D and VII.E for discussion. 
On motion of Vice Mayor Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, 
Council adopted the Consent Calendar, as amended, on roll call by the following 
vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 
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A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL AND REGULAR MEETING 
OF APRIL 19, 2011, THE SPECIAL MEETING OF APRIL 26, 2011 AND 
THE SPECIAL MEETING OF MAY 3, 2011 

 
On motion of Vice Mayor Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, 
Council approved the minutes, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 

 
B. SECOND READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BENICIA 

MUNICIPAL CODE TO REMOVE LISTING OF SIGN PERMIT FEES IN 
SECTION 18.08.030 - CITYWIDE 

 
ORDINANCE 11-6 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 18.08.030 (FEES) 
OF CHAPTER 18.08 (PERMITS), OF TITLE 18 (SIGN ORDINANCE) OF THE 
BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE  
On motion of Vice Mayor Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, 
Council approved the Second Reading and Adoption of the above Ordinance, on 
roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 

 
C. REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE OF THE INVESTMENT REPORT FOR THE 

QUARTER ENDED DECEMBER 2010 
 

On motion of Vice Mayor Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, 
Council accepted the investment report for the quarter ending December 2010, 
on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 

 
D. RECOMMENDED AMENDMENTS TO MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 

1.42.110 (CANDIDATE DEBATE) REGARDING THE DATE AND 
PURPOSE OF THE FORUM 

 
Council Member Ioakimedes suggested adding 'business entity' to the list of who 
could submit questions for the forums.  

Mayor Patterson suggested amending the language in the same section reading 
'questions shall provide an opportunity for candidates to respond to or clarify 
last-minute hit pieces. 

Council Member Hughes and Staff discussed the issue of last minute 'hit pieces' 
and what to do in the event there were no hit pieces. Council discussed the 
original intention of the Open Government Commission regarding this issue. 
Council discussed changing the language from 'hit piece' to 'the questions shall 
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provide an opportunity for the candidates to respond to, or clarify campaign 
issues.' 

Vice Mayor Schwartzman discussed concern regarding changing the language 
before consulting with the Open Government Commission.  

Council Member Campbell discussed the original intent of the ordinance, 
which was to address misinformation that was distributed.  

Mark Boehme, Outside Counsel, clarified that all language should be clarified to 
read 'forum' rather than 'debate.'  

Council discussed using the language 'misinformation or last-minute hit pieces', 
and calling the event a debate forum.  

Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed providing a mechanism in the 
language addressing whether the participant's attendance was required.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman discussed the need to insert language regarding 
cancellation of the debate forum, in the event there are no last minute hit pieces, 
and the event is not necessary.  

Council gave direction to Staff to refer the suggestions back to the Open 
Government Commission to consider language that would provide for an 
opportunity to cancel the debate forum (via unanimous agreement of the 
candidates), and modify the language to provide candidates the opportunity to 
respond or clarify misinformation or perceptions.  

Public Comment: 

Dan Smith - Mr. Smith objected to the comment that there were no hit pieces in 
the 2009 election.  
On motion of Mayor Patterson Council unanimously approved referring this item 
back to the Open Government Commission to consider Council's suggested 
language amendments, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 

 
E. APPROVAL OF PROP 1B GRANT SUBMISSION FOR THE PURCHASE 

OF AN ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF CAR FOR THE BENICIA BREEZE 
 

RESOLUTION 11-61 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
OR HIS DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS OF THE 
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION MODERNIZATION, IMPROVEMENT, AND 
SERVICE ENHANCEMENT ACCOUNT PROGRAM AND AMENDMENTS 
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THERETO WITH THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  

Mayor Patterson inquired whether the car was a hybrid or clean air vehicle. 

Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed whether this asset would be 
transferred to Soltrans (it would).  

Council Member Hughes and Staff discussed who would be using the vehicle, 
and why it was necessary to have the vehicle (staff vehicle).  

Public Comment: 

None 

Council discussed adopting the resolution, with the direction that it be a clean air, 
hybrid, or clean diesel vehicle, and with the caveat that the cost does not exceed 
$24,000 (or cost the City any extra money).  
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Ioakimedes, Council adopted the Resolution, as amended, on roll call by the 
following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 

 
F. APPROVAL TO WAIVE THE READING OF ALL ORDINANCES 

INTRODUCED AND ADOPTED PURSUANT TO THIS AGENDA. 
 
VIII. BUSINESS ITEMS: 
 

A. CITY OF BENICIA URBAN WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN - 2010 
UPDATE 

 
Carrie Wenslawski, Management Analyst, Dave Wenslawski, Water Quality 
Technician, and Andrea Lauch, reviewed the staff report.  

Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed recognizing the City's water 
supply as an asset. Staff discussed taking the information presented in the report 
and analyzing it as part of the City's business strategy.  

Council Member Hughes and Staff discussed the per capita water demand, 
and the 13% listed as 'unaccounted for' (average is 10-20%).  

Council Member Campbell and Staff discussed whether the draughts and rainy 
years were factored into the per capita water use, and the reserve the City is 
building up in the Solano Irrigation District (and the possibility of selling some of 
the reserve water).  
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Mayor Patterson reviewed the suggestions she made (copy on file). She 
discussed the need for a clear link on actions and activities in the City, not using 
the Solano Irrigation District (SID) 2,000 acre feet as additive to the City's water 
supply, what the recommendations were from the PURE Committee, the need 
for a step-by-step process of what the City would do if there was a catastrophic 
event relating to water, and what would be done regarding the Mojave water. 

Council Member Ioakimedes requested Staff provide information on the annual 
rainfall in the next report.  

Mayor Patterson requested information on the water temperature and 
precipitation be included on the chart.  

Public Comment: 

 None 
 

B. ACCEPTANCE OF REPORT ON CURRENT STATUS OF IT PANOCHE 
FACILITY 

 
Ms. Kitty Hammer and Mr. Bruce Clark, reviewed the staff report.  

Council Member Campbell and Ms. Hammer discussed where the funding was 
coming from.  

Council Member Ioakimedes and Ms. Hammer discussed the DTSC.  

Mayor Patterson and Ms. Hammer discussed the progress that has been made 
by DTSC in fining the responsible parties for the contamination at the site, and 
the need for the City to have a presence that the DTSC would recognize.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman and Ms. Hammer discussed Ms. Hammer's retirement, 
Staff's plans to address the vacancy, and the need to extract as much 
knowledge from Ms. Hammer (and Mr. Clark) as possible prior to her retirement. 
Staff would put together a proposal for replacement services and bring it back to 
Council within six months. 

Mayor Patterson and Mr. Clark discussed required reports that must be filed with 
the Water Board.  

Council Member Campbell and Mr. Clark discussed the recent rainfall, and 
whether there was any leaking (the slurry wall held), how long the pumps last (3-
5 years), and the drums that were found with the contaminants inside.  
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Public Comment: 

Mary Frances Kelly Poh - Ms. Kelly Poh thanked Ms. Hammer for her many 
years of service on this project. 

Marilyn Bardet - Ms. Bardet thanked Ms. Hammer for her many years of service 
on this project. She stressed the importance of the City staying on top of the 
situation and in contact with DTSC. She suggested having Ms. Hammer talk with 
the replacement consultant to pass along institutional memory.  

Mayor Patterson gave direction to Staff to have Ms. Hammer and Mr. Clark be a 
part of recruiting and educating, and possibly interviewing potential replacement 
consultants for this project.  

Staff will work with Ms. Hammer and Mr. Clark according to their schedules.  
On motion of Council Member Campbell, seconded by Council Member Hughes, 
Council accepted the report, and provided direction to Staff, on roll call by the 
following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 

 
C. CONSIDERATION OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE CHANGES, 

FISCAL POLICY CHANGES AND THE IMPACT ON THE FY 2010-11 
MUNICIPAL BUDGETS 

 
RESOLUTION 11-62 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING ADJUSTMENTS TO THE 
MUNICIPAL BUDGETS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-2011 

Rob Sousa, Finance Director, reviewed the staff report.  

Council Member Campbell and Staff clarified that the current shortfall was $2.2 
million, the shortfall amount the City will be starting the next fiscal year with 
($404,000).  

Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed the current $1.7 million deficit. 

Public Comment: 

Dennis Lowry - Mr. Lowry discussed the tools the FAB has come up with that 
would be useful for Council.  

End of Public Comment 

Mayor Patterson and Council Member Hughes discussed modifying the 
resolution so that the plan for recovery of $404,000 is done through 2011-2012.  
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Council Member Campbell inquired about the language regarding converting the 
accounts receivables to cash.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman discussed his lack of support for this item (as it is not a 
balanced budget).  

Council and Staff discussed amending the resolution language to 'develop a plan 
for future approval by the City Council in obtaining the funds, such as through 
letters, etc. 

Council Member Campbell discussed the need for four votes by Council to pass 
the resolution. Mayor Patterson noted that absent any other plan or program, it 
seemed the vote was self-evident.  

Mr. Kilger re-emphasized that Staff did not ignore Council's direction to have a 
balanced budget. Staff and Council have identified over $2 million in 
expenditures. He commended Council on their accomplishments in getting close 
to a balanced budget.  
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member Campbell, 
Council adopted the Resolution, as amended, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: Schwartzman 

 
D. 2011-13 STRATEGIC PLAN UPDATE  

 
Anne Cardwell, Administrative Services Director, reviewed the staff report.  

Ms. Cardwell reviewed the suggestion made by BUSD regarding including 
making some additions from the General Plan, relative to goals that address 
BUSD. It was suggested the addition be included under Strategic Issue #3 
(strengthening economic and fiscal conditions). Staff suggested adding 3 (c), 
under actions, which would read 'continue to collaborate with BUSD to support 
quality education.'  

Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed language on page VIII.D.12 regarding 
emergency reserves. The language will be amended to read 'emergency and 
contingency reserves.' On page VII.D.11, regarding the overarching goal of the 
General Plan - sustainability, for strategic issue #2 - it needs to be carried 
forward for issues # 2,3,4 and 5.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman discussed page VII.D.5. He didn't agree with BUSD's 
requested addition, as it was already listed in other areas.  

Council Member Hughes discussed why adding the suggestion by BUSD was a 
good idea. 
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Council Member Ioakimedes supported adding the language to strategy #3.  

Public Comment: 

Janice Adams, Superintendent, BUSD - Superintendent Adams discussed the 
importance of including BUSD's suggestion as a strategy in the plan. She 
recommended using the language 'support the BUSD's effort to maintain high 
quality schools.'  

Dana Dean, Trustee, BUSD - Ms. Dean discussed the 4/26/11 strategy 
workshop. She discussed BUSD's requested addition of language. She listed the 
sections of the City's General Plan that are helped by the schools. She 
discussed the benefits the school system provides to the City.  

Mr. Kilger discussed adding the language proposed by Staff (to 3 (c), with the 
understanding Staff could continue to work and build on it. 

Mayor Patterson summarized the proposed changes:  

 Add emergency and contingency reserves to Strategic Issue #3 
 Add language 'continue to collaborate with BUSD to support the high 

quality of schools  (to 3 (c)) 
 Utilize the sustainability overarching goals of the General Plan - 

Sustainability, for issue #'s 3, 4, and 5.  

  
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Ioakimedes, Council approved the 2011-13 Strategic Plan Update, as amended, 
on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 

 
E. COUNCIL MEMBER COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Mayor Patterson reviewed the California State Department of Parks and 
Recreation's draft recreation proposal for the Sacramento San Joaquin Delta and 
Suisun Marsh.   

 
1. Mayor's Committee Meeting. (Mayor Patterson) Next Meeting Date:  

May 18, 2011 
 

2. Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG). (Mayor Patterson 
and Council Member Ioakimedes) Next Meeting Date: October 13, 
2011 

 
3. Finance, Audit and Budget Committee. (Vice Mayor Schwartzman 
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and Council Member Campbell) Next Meeting Date: May 27, 2011 
 

4. League of California Cities. (Mayor Patterson and Vice Mayor 
Schwartzman) Next Meeting Date: July 28, 2011 

 
5. School Liaison Committee. (Council Members Ioakimedes and 

Hughes) Next Meeting Date: June 23, 2011 
 

6. Sky Valley Open Space Committee. (Council Members Campbell 
and Hughes) Next Meeting Date: August 3, 2011 

 
7. Solano EDC Board of Directors. (Mayor Patterson and Council 

Member Campbell) Next Meeting Date: May 26, 2011 
 

8. Solano Transportation Authority (STA). (Mayor Patterson and 
Council Member Ioakimedes) Next Meeting Date: June 8, 2011 

 
9. Solano Water Authority-Solano County Water Agency and Delta 

Committee. (Mayor Patterson and Vice Mayor Schwartzman) Next 
Meeting Date: May 12, 2011 

 
10. Traffic, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Committee. (Council 

Members Hughes and Ioakimedes) Next Meeting Date: TBD 
 

11. Tri-City and County Regional Parks and Open Space. (Council 
Members Campbell and Hughes) Next Meeting Date: June 13, 
2011 

 
12. Valero Community Advisory Panel (CAP). (Council Member 

Hughes) Next Meeting Date: TBD 
 

13. Youth Action Coalition. (Vice Mayor Schwartzman and Council 
Member Campbell) Next Meeting Date: May 25, 2011 

 
14. ABAG-CAL FED Task Force-Bay Area Water Forum. (Mayor 

Patterson) Next Meeting Date: June 27, 2011 
 

15. SOLTRANS Joint Powers Authority (Mayor Patterson, Council 
Member Ioakimedes) Next Meeting Date: TBD 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Mayor Patterson adjourned the meeting at 10:38 p.m. 
 
       _________________________ 
        Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 


