
BENICIA HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMISSION 
  ** Special Meeting Location ** Commanding Officer’s Quarters – 1 Commandant’s Lane 

  REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
  

Thursday, May 27, 2010 
6:30 P.M. 

  MEET & GREET SESSION – 6:30 – 7:00 P.M. 
Chair Haughey will provide an introduction to the Meet & Greet Session. City Building and Planning staff, HPRC Commissioners and Benicia Historical Society members will be available to meet the public, answer questions, provide informational handouts and discuss general issues. There is no agenda for this portion of the meeting to allow all citizens the opportunity to ask questions, get information regarding City procedures and discuss any topics desired. Refreshments will be served. Please note that the Commission will not be able to discuss amongst themselves specific items or projects that may come before them in the future.   I.          OPENING OF MEETING – 7:00 P.M. 
  A.                 Pledge of Allegiance B.                 Roll Call of Commissioners 
C.                 Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public - A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of each member of the public is posted at the entrance to this meeting room per Section 4.04.030 of the City of Benicia’s Open Government Ordinance.   II.                 ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

  III.       OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Commission on any matter not on the agenda that is within the subject jurisdiction of the Historic Preservation Review Commission.  State law prohibits the Commission from responding to or acting upon matters not listed on the agenda.   Each speaker has a maximum of five minutes for public comment. If others have already expressed your position, you may simply indicate that you agree with a previous speaker. If appropriate, a spokesperson may present the views of your entire group. Speakers may not make personal attacks on council members, staff or members of the public, or make comments which are slanderous or which may invade an individual’s personal privacy. 



  A.                  WRITTEN   
B.                  PUBLIC COMMENT   IV.               PRESENTATION 
  A.        PROCLAMATION OF COMMENDATION FOR PATRICK DONAGHUE FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY 

  V.                  CONSENT CALENDAR 
Consent Calendar items are considered routine and will be enacted, approved or adopted by one motion unless a request for removal for discussion or explanation is received from the Historic Preservation Review Commission or a member of the public by submitting a speaker slip for that item.   *Any Item identified as a Public Hearing has been placed on the Consent Calendar because it 
has not generated any public interest or dissent.  However, if any member of the public wishes 
to comment on a Public Hearing item, or would like the item placed on the regular agenda, 
please notify the Community Development Staff either prior to, or at the Historic Preservation 
Review Commission meeting, prior to the reading of the Consent Calendar. 
  
A.                  Approval of Minutes of April 29, 2010 

  
VI.               REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
  A.                  DISCUSSION - DOWNTOWN HISTORIC CONSERVATION PLAN GUIDELINES RELATED TO: 

  1.      Window Standards 
2.      Paint Standards 
3.      Skylights 

  
Recommendation: 
Commission to review and discuss the existing window standards resolution (Resolution No. 05-14) in relation to the Historic District.  In addition, Commission will discuss paint standards and skylights in the Historic District.  Additional information may be presented at the meeting for to assist in facilitating the discussion.   

VII.            COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 
  



A.                  CALIFORNIA PRESERVATION FOUNDATION CONFERENCE OVERVIEW 
Staff will provide an overview of the 2010 California Preservation Foundation Conference. 
  

VIII.         COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS 
  
IX.               ADJOURNMENT 

  
 

Public Participation 
The Benicia Historic Preservation Review Commission welcomes public participation. 
  
Pursuant to the Brown Act, each public agency must provide the public with an opportunity to 
speak on any matter within the subject matter jurisdiction of the agency and which is not on the 
agency's agenda for that meeting.  The Historic Preservation Review Commission allows speakers to 
speak on agendized and non-agendized matters under public comment.  Comments are limited to 
no more than 5 minutes per speaker.  By law, no action may be taken on any item raised during 
the public comment period although informational answers to questions may be given and matters 
may be referred to staff for placement on a future agenda of the Historic Preservation Review 
Commission. 
  
Should you have material you wish to enter into the record, please submit it to the Commission 
Secretary. 
  

Disabled Access In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the ADA Coordinator, at (707) 746-4211. Notification 48 
hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure 
accessibility to this meeting. 
  

Meeting Procedures All items listed on this agenda are for Commission discussion and/or action.  In accordance with the 
Brown Act, each item is listed and includes, where appropriate, further description of the item 
and/or a recommended action.  The posting of a recommended action does not limit, or necessarily 
indicate, what action the Commission may take. 
  



The Historic Preservation Review Commission may not begin new public hearing items after 11 p.m.  Public hearing items, which remain on the agenda, may be continued to the next regular meeting of the Commission, or to a special meeting.   Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009; if you challenge a decision of the Historic Preservation Review Commission in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the Historic Preservation Review Commission at, or prior to, the Public Hearing.  You may also be limited by the ninety (90) day statute of limitations in which to file and serve a petition for administrative writ of mandate challenging any final City decisions regarding planning or zoning.   Appeals of Historic Preservation Review Commission decisions that are final actions, not 
recommendations, are considered by the Planning Commission.  Appeals must be filed in the Public 
Works & Community Development Department in writing, stating the basis of appeal with the appeal 
fee within 10 business days of the date of action. 
  

Public Records The agenda packet for this meeting is available at the City Clerk’s Office, the Benicia Public Library 
and the Community Development Department during regular working hours.  To the extent 
feasible, the packet is also available on the City’s web page at www.ci.benicia.ca.us under the 
heading “Agendas and Minutes.”  Public records related to an open session agenda item that are 
distributed after the agenda packet is prepared are available before the meeting at the Community 
Development Department’s office located at 250 East L Street, Benicia, or at the meeting held in 
the City Hall Council Chambers.  If you wish to submit written information on an agenda item, 
please submit to Gina Eleccion, Management Analyst, as soon as possible so that it may be 
distributed to the Historic Preservation Review Commission. 

 



 

P R O C L A M A T I O N 
  

May 27, 2010 
 

WITH THANKS AND APPRECIATION 
 

PATRICK DONAGHUE 
 

FOR HIS DEDICATION AND SERVICE TO 
THE CITY OF BENICIA HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

REVIEW COMMISSION 
 

WHEREAS, Patrick was appointed to the Historic Preservation 
Review Commission on March 1, 2005 and was reappointed on 
January 17, 2006; and 
 

WHEREAS, Patrick served on the Historic Preservation Review 
Commission with honor and integrity until March 2010; and 

 
WHEREAS, Patrick also served on the Design Review 

Commission and the Uniform Code Board of Appeals; and 
 

WHEREAS, Patrick has contributed to the development of the 
community in many ways; and 
 

WHEREAS, Patrick has volunteered his time out of passion for 
the City of Benicia; and  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Historic 
Preservation Review Commission of the City of Benicia hereby 
sincerely thanks Patrick for his years of service and dedication to 
improving the quality of life of the citizens of Benicia.  Patrick, it has 
been a pleasure working with you.  Best of Luck Always! 

 
                                                           
 
Toni Haughey 
Historic Preservation Review 
Commission Chair 

CITY OF BENICIA 
DATE:   May 27, 2010 

 



 
D R A F T 

 
 

BENICIA HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMISSION 
 

CITY HALL COMMISSION ROOM  
 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
 

Thursday, April 29, 2010 

6:30 P.M. 

 

 

I. OPENING OF MEETING 

 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. Roll Call of Commissioners 

 

Present: Commissioners Crompton, Mang, McKee, Taagepera, Van Landschoot, 

White and Chair Haughey 

Absent: None 

 

Staff Present: 

Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney 

Gina Eleccion, Management Analyst 

Amy Million, Consulting Planner 

Amalia Lorentz, Economic Development Manager 

Rhonda Corey, Senior Administrative Clerk 

 

C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public - A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of 
each member of the public is posted at the entrance to this meeting room per Section 4.04.030 of 

the City of Benicia’s Open Government Ordinance. 

 

II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 

On motion of Commissioner Crompton, seconded by Commissioner Taagepera, the agenda was 

adopted by the following vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Crompton, Mang, McKee, Taagepera, Van Landschoot, White and 

Chair Haughey 

Noes:  None 

Absent: None 
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III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

A. WRITTEN 
                       None.  

 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Gerry Hayes - Benicia Historical Society President – Attended on behalf of the Historical 

Society to recognize Phil Joy and Jack MacCoun for their outstanding contributions to the 

community in regards to historic preservation with their ongoing projects in the City of 

Benicia. The month of May is Historic Preservation Month.    

 

IV. PRESENTATION 

 

A.   OPEN GOVERNMENT PRINCIPLES 

The Open Government ordinance requires that all public officials and some employees 

read the Open Government Ordinance and attend an annual training on the ordinance.  This 

training will also include a review of the Brown Act, the City’s Code of Conduct and other 

related documents. 

 

Heather McLaughlin gave a presentation to the Commission on Open Government 

Principles. 

 

V. CONSENT CALENDAR 

On motion of Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner Crompton, the Consent 

Calendar with the minutes pulled, was approved by the following vote: 

 

Ayes:        Commissioners Crompton, Mang, McKee, Taagepera, Van Landschoot, White and  

                 Chair Haughey                     

Noes:        None   

Absent:     None   

Abstain     Commissioners McKee and Taagepera abstain on Item V(B) only.   

 

A. Approval of Minutes of March 25, 2010 

            On motion of Commissioner Mang, seconded by Commissioner White, the minutes were  

            approved by the following vote:          

  

           Ayes:      Commissioners Mang, McKee, Taagepera, Van Landschoot, White and  

                         Chair Haughey    

           Noes:      None 

          Absent:   None 

          Abstain:  Commissioner Crompton 

 

B. 251 WEST G STREET – DESIGN REVIEW TO MODIFY THE FRONT FAÇADE 

10PLN-15 Design Review 

251 West G Street; APN 89-111-130 

 

PROPOSAL: 

The applicant requests design review approval to modify the front façade of the existing non-

contributing building located within the boundaries of the Downtown Historic District.  The 
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proposed modifications include restoration of the original siding, replacing the window on the 

front façade, a new entry door and the addition of brick veneer to the exposed foundation. 

 

Recommendation:  Approve design review request to modify the front façade of the existing 

single-family residence at 251 West G Street, based on the findings and conditions of approval 

set forth in the proposed resolution. 

 

Amy Million gave a presentation on the project. 

 

Jack MacCoun- Applicant- Spoke briefly to thank Staff for their work on the project and 

Commissioners for their review of the project.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 10-2  (HPRC) - A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BENICIA APPROVING 

DESIGN REVIEW TO MODIFY THE FRONT FAÇADE OF 251 WEST G STREET 

(10PLN-00015) 
 

VI. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

 

A. 560 FIRST STREET – CONTRA COSTA FEDERAL CREDIT UNION  

10PLN-20 Design Review 

560 First Street, Units B-106 and B-108, APN: 89-371-110  

 

PROPOSAL:  
The applicant requests design review approval to modify the front façade of the two 

existing commercial storefronts of the non-contributing building located within the 

boundaries of the Downtown Historic District.  The proposed modifications on the First 

Street façade include removing the existing recessed entry and windows and replacing 

them with all new walls, windows, an ATM and night depository. 

 

Recommendation: 

Approve design review request to modify the façade of the existing commercial storefronts 

at 560 First Street, Units B-106 and B-108, based on the findings and conditions of 

approval set forth in the proposed resolution. 

 

Amy Million gave a presentation on the project.   

 

Commissioners had questions for the applicant regarding structure changes and light inside 

and above the ATM machine.   

 

RESOLUTION NO. 10-3 (HPRC) - A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BENICIA 

APPROVING DESIGN REVIEW TO MODIFY THE COMMERCIAL 

STOREFRONT OF 560 FIRST STREET, UNITS B-106 AND B-108 (10PLN-

00020) 
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Commissioners proposed removal of language regarding paint color. They also requested 

that the authority for approval be changed from Public Works & Community 

Development Director to the Historic Preservation Review Commission. 

 

On motion of Commissioner Taagepera, seconded by Commissioner White, the above 

Resolution was adopted by the following vote: with the listed changes to condition #3, 

by the following vote:  

 

Ayes:     Commissioners Crompton, Mang, Taagepera, Van Landschoot and White 

Noes:     Commissioner McKee and Chair Haughey 

Absent:  None 

Abstain: None  

 

B. TOURISM-ORIENTED DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE PROGRAM 

The Commission and public will review the Economic Development Division’s plan for 

another round of tourism-oriented directional signage program as it related to the Arsenal 

Historic Conservation District. 

 

Amalia Lorentz gave a presentation regarding the directional signage program. 

 

Commissioners discussed whether or not the Fire Museum should be included on the 

signage and whether or not sandwich board signs should be allowed. They also discussed 

the wording of some signs with Amalia Lorentz.  

 

Commissioner Mang felt the signs presented are very helpful. 

 

Commissioners Van Landschoot and Taagepera were concerned with the Art Center 

signage and felt that Art District would be more appropriate. Amalia Lorentz advised them 

that she still feels this is the most appropriate name on the sign and that it is also preferred 

by Arts Benicia.  

        

VII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 

 

A. UPDATE TO DOWNTOWN HISTORIC CONSERVATION PLAN 

Staff will provide an updated copy of the Downtown Historic Conservation Plan, which 

incorporates all amendments per adopted resolutions. 

 

Gina Eleccion advised Commissioners to review the most recent changes and forward comments 

to her at a later date.   

   

B. MAY – NATIONAL PRESERVATION MONTH 

Staff will provide an overview of National Preservation Month, including various activities in the 

community. 

 

Gina Eleccion gave Commissioners an overview of National Preservation Month activities. 

 

The next HPRC meeting will be held at The Commanding Officers Quarters on May 27
th
. 

 

Gina Eleccion welcomed Commissioner Van Landschoot to the Commission. 
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VIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

               

Chair Haughey requested that the issues of paint, windows and skylights be agendized to 

clarify the Commissions authority on these issues. 

 

Commissioner Taagepera also requested policy changes regarding guidelines and 

consistency. 

 

Commissioner White thanked Commissioner Taagepera for her work on the Sustainability 

Workshop. 

 

Commissioner Van Landschoot suggested a magazine for other Commissioners that may be 

helpful. 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

          Chair Haughey adjourned the meeting at 8:27 pm.  
 


































