
June 1, 2004 
The Benicia City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers. Copies of Council Agendas are available in the City Clerk's office on the Friday afternoon 
before the Council meeting. 
MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING - CITY COUNCIL 
JUNE 1, 2004 
 
The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by Mayor Steve 
Messina at 7:32 p.m. on Tuesday, June 1, 2004, in the City Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L 
Street, complete proceedings of which are recorded on tape. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Absent:   None 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Mayor Messina led the pledge to the flag. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS: 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Mayor Messina announced openings on the following Boards and Commissions: 

 Economic Development Board (EDB) - 2 full terms to July 1, 2008 
 Benicia Housing Authority - 1 full term to June 30, 2008 
 Human Services Fund Board - 3 full terms to July 1, 2008 
 Library Board of Trustees - 2 full terms to June 1, 2007 
 Sky Valley Open Space Committee - 3 four-year terms and 2 two-year terms  

Mayor Messina stated that anyone interested in applying should call the City Manager’s office for an 
application. He hoped to conduct interviews and bring forward some nominations at the next Council 
Meeting. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson stated that there were some applications for various openings, including the 
Human Services Fund Board. She asked when the applicants would be interviewed? Mayor Messina 
stated it was his intention that he and the Vice Mayor could interview the applicants and hopefully 
make some appoints by the next Council meeting. 
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
None 
 



PRESENTATIONS: 
Healthy Spaces for Successful Living: 
Ms. Jean DeYoung, Executive Director, discussed the background on how this she started this 
organization, and the services it provides. It is a non-profit organization designed to provide a quality 
of life for low-income, elderly, and disabled people with health and medical conditions. They plan to 
upgrade, update, and create a healthy space and comfortable environment for those people who 
cannot afford to do so. She asked Council for three things: 1) any funding that the City has that would 
enable them to provide their services? 2) They are in dire need of storage space. Does the City have 
any suggestions or storage space that they can use? 3) There was an ad in the Farmer’s Market 
magazine that shows a list of non-profit organizations. How does she go about getting her 
organization’s name on the list? 
 
Mayor Messina told Ms. DeYoung that Staff would look into her requests for information and get back 
to her quickly in the form of a letter. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS: 
Mayor Messina presented a Certificate of Commendation to Eric Massingham in recognition of being 
selected to play in the 2004 AFLAC All-American High School Baseball Classic. 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
Mayor Messina asked if there were any changes to the Agenda. 
 
There were no requests for changes to the Agenda. 
 
On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, and unanimously 
approved, the Agenda was adopted as presented, on roll call by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:     Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
 
Noes:     None 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
WRITTEN: 
Mayor Messina stated there were letters from the Benicia Historical Society and some information on 
Healthy Spaces for Successful living, all of which are on file in the City Clerk’s Office. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson stated that Council had received several letters from citizens in recent past, and 
she could not recall them being noted. She asked for clarification on how communications are 
handled. 
 
City Manager Jim Erickson stated that the Mayor and City Council get various letters throughout the 
week and year. Staff generally tries to respond to the letters on behalf of the Council and Mayor, 
usually with a letter from the Mayor, which he signs. Council Members are usually copied on the 
letters. If necessary, the requests are placed on the Council agendas. 



 
Vice Mayor Patterson stated that two of the letters she was referring to dealt with Jefferson Street, 
and asked the City to take some action. The third letter dealt with concerns with the maintenance of 
median strips. 
 
Council discussed the process of handling communications. There seems to be a gap in 
communications. Staff will look into this issue. Council requested Staff ensure they receive copies of 
all letters that are addressed to them, and all responses that are written on their behalf. Vice Mayor 
will discuss the specific letters in question to ensure they are addressed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

1. Sam Hammons and Mary Frances Kelly Poe spoke on behalf of National Hunger Awareness 
Day. They handed pins out to Council Members. Over 11% of the households in America 
experience hunger and require food assistance. The Food Bank is able to provide assistance on 
a limited basis to 9 million of the 12 million families that require food assistance. The Food 
Bank of Solano and Contra Costa Counties provides food to over 70,000 people, 30,000 of 
which are children. Over 6 million pounds of food is distributed throughout the two counties 
per year. Hunger is present in Benicia. Benicia Community Action Council (CAC) is the lead 
agency in Benicia working to prevent hunger. A hungry family can get three days worth of 
food from the CAC when an emergency arises. Thus far in 2004, 56 families, totaling 158 
people have needed that help. Through the Food Bank, the CAC receives government surplus 
food that is given to qualifying families. Thus far, in 2004, 107 families, totaling 277 people 
have accessed this program. The Food Bank will be at Thursdays Farmers Market trying to 
bring attention to the program and the hunger problem in Benicia. St. Vincent De Paul feeds 
28 families on a weekly basis. There are three places in Benicia where one can get hot meals. 
There is a hunger problem in Benicia. They are hoping Council will visit them at Thursday’s 
Farmers Market. The Food Bank needs volunteers to assist them in their efforts. For 
information call the Food Bank at 925-676-7543 or the CAC at 745-0900 or go to CAC’s website 
at www.bencac.com. 

2. Bonnie Silveria, 641 West I St, - Ms. Silveria spoke on behalf of the Historical Society. She gave 
all Council Members a copy of a letter written by the Historical Society asking for money 
regarding a partnership between the Historical Society and the City to start on the road 
toward the Von Pfister Adobe being listed in the National Register of Historic Places. She 
hoped Council would take their request into consideration when working on the budget. 

3. Ruth Pierce, 202 East Second Street - Ms. Pierce read excerpts from an article about Benicia in 
San Francisco Magazine. There were excellent comments about Benicia in the article. Mayor 
Messina commented it was good press for the City. 

4. Council Member Whitney extended a thank you to the Fire Department for their efforts on the 
recent grass fire. There were 10 Mutual Aid Fire Departments that responded to the fire, 
which totaled 68 firefighters working together. Council Member Whitney asked Ms. Majors if 
there would be a report on the dredging of the ponds soon. Ms Majors confirmed there would 
be a report in the near future. 



5. Council Member Smith made the following announcements: 
o Thursday, 6/3/04 the new ball field lighting is being dedicated at the Community Park. 
o 6/4/04 - First Friday’s on First will take place. 
o 6/4/04 - To Kill a Mocking Bird will be playing at the Capitol. 
o 6/11/04 - There will be a movie playing at the Gazebo in City Park. 
o 6/18/04 - There will be a concert in the City Park. 
o 6/25/04 there will be Family Fun Night at the James Lemos Pool. 
o 6/6/04 - Arts in the Park will be at the City Park. 
o 6/13/004 - BPAF will have a concert at the Inn at Benicia Bay. 
o 6/9/04 - Benicia Parks Commission will be meeting. Consideration of a nutrition policy 

will be discussed. 
o 6/15/04 - Kinder Morgan will be at the City Council meeting to report on the leak/pipe 

failure in the Suisun Marsh. 
o The Last City Council Meeting on 5/18/04 was not televised. Council Member Smith 

asked Jim Erickson, City Manager to explain why. Mr. Erickson stated that Comcast 
was performing some upgrades to their overall system. The City’s connection was 
okay, however the connection with the production equipment was faulty. It was 
repaired the following day, and will not be a problem in the future. Mr. Erickson 
expressed his displeasure over the problem with Comcast representatives. 

o 6/12/04 to 7/18/04 Arts Benicia is hosting an exhibit on the Print Making Process. 
o 6/19/04 - Benicia Historical Museum (Camel Barn) will host an Old Fashion Country 

Fair and Parade.  
6. Council Member Campbell echoed Council Member Whitney’s comments on the recent efforts 

of the Fire Department. He had questions on how the Arts in the Park vendors will access the 
City Park with the closure of West K Street. Mr. Erickson stated that Staff is working feverishly 
to accommodate the event. 

7. Vice Mayor Patterson noted that the Agenda Packets were ready one day early. She thanked 
Staff for their efforts. She wanted the public to know the Agenda packets would be available 
on the Thursday prior to the Council Meeting. Mayor Messina stated that Staff is attempting 
to get the packets ready as early as the Tuesday or Wednesday prior to the meeting. That is 
the long-term goal.  

CONSENT CALENDAR: 
Mayor Messina asked if there were any items to be pulled. 
 
Council Member Smith requested item V-B be pulled. Vice Mayor Patterson requested items V-D and 



V-E be pulled. 
 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Vice Mayor Patterson, and unanimously approved, 
the Consent Calendar was adopted as amended on roll call by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:     Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
 
Noes:     None 
 
The minutes of 5/18/04 were approved 
 
RESOLUTION 04-70 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE THIRD AMENDMENT TO THE BENICIA PHASE II 
LEASE AGREEMENT AND QUIT CLAIM DEED AND AUTHORIZING THE VICE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE 
DOCUMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE CITY 
 
Approval to waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and adopted pursuant to this agenda. 
(END OF CONSENT CALENDAR) 
 
Council took the following actions: 
 
RESOLUTION 04-71 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMITTAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR A 
CALIFORNIA LIBRARY LITERACY SERVICE MATCHING FUNDS GRANT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2004/2005 AND 
AUTHORIZING THE LIBRARY DIRECTOR TO SIGN DOCUMENTS 
 
Council Member Smith stated that the Adult Literacy Program was one of the most equalizing forces 
in Benicia. He praised Staff on their efforts in securing funds from the State for this program. 
 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney, and unanimously 
approved, the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
RESOLUTION 04-72 - A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING A JOINT LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES AND 
CALIFORNIA STATE ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES POLICY STATEMENT TO DECREASE IMPACTS ON 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY RESULTING FROM WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE FIRES 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson wanted this item pulled so the title could be read and brought to everyone’s 
attention. This is an excellent Resolution. 
 
On motion of Vice Mayor Patterson, seconded by Council Member Whitney, and unanimously 
approved, the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 



 
Waive the attorney-client privilege on the memo regarding taxing the port business to allow the 
Economic Development Board (EDB) and Audit and Finance Committee to review the memo: 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson stated that depending on the Council’s will, if this item is approved, she asked 
Staff to have copies available for the public. 
 
Council Member Campbell discussed rumors on the port tax issue. There used to be a Master Lease for 
the Arsenal. He stated that the Master Lease for the Arsenal ended in 1975. The Master Lease was a 
mixed blessing for the City. The only money the City gets is 25% of the property tax. Council Member 
Campbell discussed a case in Mississippi that involved port tax. 150,000 cars go through the port of 
Benicia per year. The City could make up to $7.5 million if a port tax were put in place. Some of this 
money could be used to assist the School District. This money could assist in the City’s deficit. 
Instituting a port tax would be a good business decision for the City. The City Attorney clarified 
procedures that would need to be followed if port tax dollars were ever to be used for the School 
District. 
 
Mayor Messina stated that once the attorney-client privilege is waived on these documents, the EDB, 
Audit and Finance Committee, and the public in general will have access to this information. The two 
Boards will hold a number of public discussions to address the information. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson stated that Council Member Campbell’s research on the comparative revenue 
sources and hypothetical revenue for the City is valuable. She requested he put the information in 
writing and provide it to Staff to have available as resource information. 
 
Council Member Whitney asked the City Attorney if the City could craft a port tax that was limited to 
cars only. City Attorney Heather McLaughlin clarified the possible limitations on port tax. 
 
On motion of Vice Mayor Patterson, seconded by Council Member Smith, and unanimously approved, 
Council approved the waiving of attorney-client privilege on the above referenced memo, on roll call 
by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
None 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
Contract with MBIA for Utility User’s Tax auditing services: 
 
RESOLUTION 04-73 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CONTRACT WITH MBIA MUNISERVICES 
COMPANY AND DONALD MAYNOR FOR UTILITY USER’S TAX/FRANCHISE COMPLIANCE AND REVENUE 
PROTECTION SERVICES 



 
Assistant City Manager Karen Majors reviewed the Staff report summary on this item. 
 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Vice Mayor Patterson, and unanimously approved, 
the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
Continued discussion of EDB recommendation regarding a community consensus process to 
determine development potential for City-owned property from Marina to First Street Spit: Mayor 
Messina excused himself due to a conflict of interest. Vice Mayor Patterson chaired this portion of the 
meeting. 
 
Assistant City Manager Karen Majors reviewed the Staff report summary on this item. 
 
Council Member Smith stated that if the initiative qualifies, the City should have an alternate ballot 
measure. Ms. Majors stated that it would cost up to $100,000 for an Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) or a Negative Declaration to comply with CEQA. 
 
Council Member Whitney stated that he is in agreement with Council Member Smith with regards to a 
City sponsored initiative. Another option would be to have another citizen’s group to come forward 
and present an alternative initiative. He would like the public to have a choice. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson stated that the previous administration may have sent the wrong message to 
the community by giving the direction to the EDB to ‘address the City’s waterfront property from the 
marina to the spit. The second mistake was in seeking advice Council turned the EDB and to Main 
Street, and the Chamber of Commerce, but did not include Parks, Recreation, and Cemetery 
Commission. Vice Mayor gave credit to the EDB and Staff for recognizing the issues. Staff offered an 
alternative by having a facilitator get involved. 
 
Public Comment: 

1. Susan Street, 240 East Second Street - Ms. Street agrees that the EDB tried to facilitate some 
form of dialogue. She stated that the instructions from Council to the EDB, Council directed 
the EDB to create a plan for development on the waterfront. That is what got her to go to the 
EDB meeting. At that meeting she asked where the open space part of the plan was. There 
was no acknowledgement of their concern regarding open space. That is why the initiative 
was started. Once the initiative passes, they welcome input. They encourage input from the 
community. 

Council Member Campbell asked for clarification on whether a City sponsored initiative or advisory 
would have to comply with CEQA. City Attorney Heather McLaughlin stated that a City sponsored 
measure that wants to lock something in or do something would have to comply with CEQA. If it were 
just an advisory vote, it would not have to comply with CEQA. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson recommended this item be continued for one month to see how the signature 



gathering process goes. An advisory vote may be confusing to the citizens. 
 
Council Member Smith expressed his concerns with continuing this item; a month-long delay could be 
too long. 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney, direction to staff to start 
drafting an advisory ballot measure that would rezone a section of the First Street Green as parkland, 
and leave the rest as commercial property was not approved on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Smith and Whitney 
Noes:   Council Members Campbell and Patterson 
Abstain:   Mayor Messina 
 
On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Campbell and unanimously 
approved, Council agreed to continue this item for one month on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, and Whitney 
Noes:   None 
Abstain:   Mayor Messina 
 
Council had discussion on the various costs associated with putting a measure on the November 
ballot. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Approval of documents related to the completion of the Tourtelot Clean Up Project including: 1.) a 
Resolution accepting open space in the Tourtelot Project Site, a neighborhood park and streets and 
public infrastructure; approving the Operations and Maintenance Agreement and Land Use Covenant; 
approving an agreement between Pacific Bay Homes and the City regarding insurance and indemnity 
obligations; adopting a prohibition on encroachments in the Tourtelot Open Space Area and 2.) a 
Resolution commending the Tourtelot Community Advisory Group for their oversight and dedication 
to the project: 
 
City Attorney Heather McLaughlin reviewed the Staff report summary on this item. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson asked Ms. McLaughlin to clarify the costs listed in the Staff report. Ms. 
McLaughlin stated that there was an amount of $250,000 that was not listed. 
 
Council Member Smith stated he was concerned that the agreement would remove Pacific Homes 
from the business of this property. What notice would be attached to the pieces of properties to let 
people know in the future that it was a formerly used defense site? 
 
Scott Goldie, Pacific Bay Homes - Mr. Goldie stated there is a very detailed disclosure that is given to 
all property owners. Through the operation and maintenance agreement, there will be an annual 
noticing sent to all Benicia residents in their water bill. The education program will be reviewed every 
5 years. 
 



Public Comment: 
None 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson referred to VIII-A-12. She asked if the plan is specifically for the open space 
management including the wetlands and riparian area. She asked how the City can make sure the 
money that is provided to the City is restricted so that it is used for the open space management plan. 
Ms. McLaughlin stated that there would need to be a contract drafted for this. Vice Mayor Patterson 
asked if the proposed dollars for the slide repair was based on a technical review or the probability of 
slides, and what it would take to repair said slides. She stated that she thinks there needs to be 
contemplation of something that could happen beyond this. 
 
Ms. McLaughlin stated that Staff has a comfort level with this issue based on past history. She stated 
that a ‘now therefore be it further resolved City Staff is directed to add/investigate/make sure that 
the adjustments to the landscaping and lighting district for the area cover the possible landslide 
repairs. 
 
Mayor Messina stated that he would like to have some additional exploration and discussion before 
Council decides this is a policy it wants to make. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson discussed the way Blackhawk development (Contra Costa County) adopted a 
unique geologic ordinance. She thought this was a direction the City could go to address possible 
future catastrophic events. 
 
Don Deaver, Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC) discussed how liability is handled in such 
instances. 
 
Scott Goldie stated that Pacific Bay Homes is willing to provide an annuity that would not only fund 
the new property, but also fund a lot of the expenses on the existing property. There is also an 
insurance policy and indemnity that would address a catastrophic occurrence. 
 
Council Member Whitney discussed the historical background on this item. He thanked Mr. Goldie 
and Pacific Bay Homes for their efforts in this project. It has been a long-time coming. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson asked for clarification on the ‘whereas’ in this Resolution. She asked Ms. 
McLaughlin for advice on the reference point to both the breakdown of the funds and the restrictions 
of the $100,000 for the open space plan. She would like the Resolution to be specific in its reference 
to the Staff report and the restriction for the open space management plan. She would like a 
breakdown of the total amount. Ms. McLaughlin stated this could be done. Ms. McLaughlin will also 
incorporate the fact that the open space management funds can only be used only for that purpose. 
The Resolution will show a breakdown of all associated costs. 
 
RESOLUTION 04-74 - A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING OWNERSHIP OF OPEN SPACE PARCELS ON 
TOURTELOT PROJECT SITE, A NEIGHBORHOOD PARK AND STREETS AND PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE; 
APPROVING THE OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT AND LAND USE COVENANT; 



APPROVING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN PACIFIC BAY HOMES AND THE CITY REGARDING INDEMNITY 
AND INSURANCE PROVISIONS; ADOPTING A PROHIBITION ON ENCROACHMENTS IN THE TOURTELOT 
AREA; AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE RELATED DOCUMENTS 
 
On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Vice Mayor Patterson, and unanimously 
approved, the above Resolution was adopted as amended on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson made an amended motion to Resolution 04-74 directing Staff to investigate 
whether the City can cover the cost of the repairs for the landslides by using the Landscaping and 
Lighting District. 
 
On motion of Vice Mayor Patterson, seconded by Council Member Whitney, and unanimously 
approved, Council approved the amendment to Resolution 04-74 on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
RESOLUTION 04-75 - A RESOLUTION COMMENDING THE TOURTELOT COMMUNITY ADVISORY GROUP 
FOR THEIR OVERSIGHT AND DEDICATION TO THE TOURTELOT CLEANUP PROJECT 
 
Council Members expressed their appreciation to all members of the Tourtelot Community Advisory 
Group for their efforts. 
 
On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Vice Mayor Patterson, and unanimously 
approved, the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
Mayor Messina called for a 5-minute break at 9:32. 
The meeting resumed at 9:40. 
 
Review of the FY 2003-04 General Fund third quarter financial statements and proposed budget 
adjustment: 
 
RESOLUTION 04-76 - A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2003-2004 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
 
Finance Director Rob Sousa reviewed the Staff report summary on this item. 
 
Council Member Campbell asked Mr. Sousa if the Police firing range affected the reserve when the 
money was recognized. Mr. Sousa stated that it did affect the reserves. Council Member Campbell 
questioned why the worker compensation costs were so high. Mr. Sousa said that basically 
‘legislation’ happened. The new privacy laws affect the amount of information the City can obtain on 
the claims. Ms. McLaughlin confirmed that the City currently has a very aggressive claims 



administrator that keeps a pretty good eye on the claims. 
 
Council Members Campbell and Patterson had questions on inter-fund transfers and utility bills. Mr. 
Sousa clarified how the inter-fund transfers are handled. 
 
Council Member Smith stated that one of the expenditure adjustments relates to the unsafe traffic 
situation at the High School. 
 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney and unanimously 
approved, the above Resolution was adopted as amended on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
Review of the 2004-05 General fund budget, long-range budget model and proposed budget 
adjustments: 
 
RESOLUTION 04-77 - A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2004-2005 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
 
City Manager Jim Erickson reviewed the Staff report summary on this item. 
 
Mayor Messina suggested first addressing the 2004-2005 budget, and then discuss the long-range 
plans after that. 
 
Council Member Smith stated he was contemplating suggesting another budget adjustment to 
address the issue and request that the Historical Society has brought to Council. The Historical Society 
is asking the City to split the cost of the preparation of the nomination to the National Register of 
Historic Places for the VonPfister Adobe. The total cost will be approximately $15,000, the City’s half 
would be approximately $7,500. Staff prefers to wait to discuss this item until the 6/22 priorities 
meeting. 
 
Mayor Messina gave direction to staff to find a way to work this so that the balance of the numbers is 
affected. Council may have to re-juggle priorities. 
 
Council Member Campbell does not like to defer the equipment maintenance or equipment 
replacement. This should be funded. Regarding the Youth and Family Services, it looks like there is a 
$200,000 balance available for Human Services. He suggested some of this money should go towards 
Youth and Family Services. Council Member Smith supported this suggestion. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson does not want to defer the equipment maintenance or equipment replacement. 
She suggested that adjustments be made in preparation for possible attorney fees that could be 
incurred for issues such as the letters received by Council regarding Jefferson Park. She would like to 
plan ahead for this. The figures that Ms. McLaughlin quoted need to be taken into account. She 
wanted to be firm on getting something back with regards to the business license tax. 
 



Mayor Messina stated that he agrees with his colleagues regarding reinstating the equipment 
maintenance and replacement fund. He wanted to address the marina dredging issue. The Harbor 
Corporation has agreed to undertake this responsibility. He would like to see if this contract could be 
negotiated by the end of the month. This could save the City a lot of money and Staff time. 
 
City Attorney met with Mr. Ash (Benicia Harbor Corporation) and his attorney to discuss the marina 
dredging issue. There are many issues that need to be addressed before an agreement could be 
worked out. Time is short, and she is not sure if this could be achieved in the amount of time 
available. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson had a concern about taking the marina dredging off of the books. There are 
many environmental issues involved. This is an excellent course to pursue, but it does not need to be 
rushed into. 
 
Council Member Smith stated that rushing into this could put Staff in a bind. 
 
Council Member Campbell stated that the logistics of removing having the Harbor Corporation 
undertake the marina dredging could be complicated. 
 
Mayor Messina gave direction to staff to amend the above Resolution to reflect the following 
changes: 1) reinstate the equipment replacement fund, 2) amend the VLF to $1.6 million dollars, and 
3) the one-time service cuts be increased by $100,000 for a total of $263,555. 
 
On motion of Mayor Messina, seconded by Council Member Smith, and unanimously approved, the 
above Resolution was adopted as amended on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
Council Member Smith stated that the Business License Tax issue should be on the November ballot. 
 
Council Member Whitney likes the long-range budget model. The Seeno project could be a huge 
economic engine for the community. This should be taken into consideration. 
 
Mayor Messina stated Council needs to give some firm policy direction to Staff. Regarding the Valero 
Improvement Project, the City needs to make an approach to Valero and let them know that Council 
wants this project to occur and get some sort of a timetable for when this will occur. Regarding the 
Seeno project, Council needs to approach them as well to let them know we are interested in moving 
forward. Regarding the numbers, the salary growth rate needs to be lowered. Mayor Messina 
discussed possible options for alternate ways of dealing with PERS. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson stated the General Plan talks about sustainable development. Regarding the 
Seeno project, the City needs to be very careful about what it does. We need to look at what affect it 
will have on our downtown. 
 



Council Member Smith stated that the City is using a salary survey that compares our City to cities 
much bigger than us. This needs to stop. Also, the original proposal from Seeno would have been 
disastrous. 
 
Council Member Whitney stated that the City needs to get the Seeno project back on track. It could be 
a large economic engine for the City. The City needs to ramp up discussions with Seeno. 
 
Award of contract for Auditing Services: 
 
RESOLUTION 04-78 - A RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR AUDITING SERVICES TO MAZE AND 
ASSOCIATES 
 
Rob Sousa, Finance Director reviewed the Staff report summary on this item. 
 
On motion of Vice Mayor Patterson, seconded by Council Member Campbell, and unanimously 
approved, the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER: 
 
Community Development Fee Study: 
 
Collette Meunier, Community Development Director reviewed the Staff report summary on this item. 
 
Mayor Messina stated that he agrees the City should be in the same range as our sister-communities. 
 
Council Member Smith stated that on the current fee schedule the cost recovery ratio is 8%. The 
average cost recovery fee is 28%. An adjustment is in order. 
 
Council Member Smith gave direction to the City Manager to draft a proposed development review 
fee schedule for their consideration. 
 
Vice Mayor Patterson suggested Staff come up with a strategy to index the fees. How the City got to 
this point defies reason. 
 
REPORTS FROM CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 
Mayor Messina stated that in the future, he would like to see the information on the Committees 
described in detail in the Agenda Packet. Council Members could read the information in the packet, 
and ask questions at the Council meetings. This way, the reports could move along quickly. If the 
information needs to be brought to the public’s attention, it should be brought up at the Council 
meetings. 
 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Vice Mayor Patterson, Council agreed to continue 



the meeting past 11:30 p.m. on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   Council Member Whitney 

1. Mayors’ Committee Meeting - Mayor Messina stated there is nothing to report other that 
what is in the Agenda packet. 

2. Arsenal Restoration Advisory Board - Council Member Campbell stated that the Army Corp of 
Engineers and the DTSC have different criteria on their ideas of what they consider ‘cleaned 
up’. 

3. Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) - Vice Mayor Patterson stated she attended the 
Spring Meeting. The City of Napa’s mixed-use ordinance was discussed. 

4. Audit & Finance Committee - Vice Mayor Patterson stated that Council Member Campbell 
covered this item adequately. 

5. Carquinez Strait Preservation Trust - Nothing to report other than what is contained in the 
packet. 

6. City Employee Compensation Committee - Council Member Whitney stated that they have 
been working to create a philosophy or mission statement on what is fair compensation for 
the employees. 

7. First Street Revitalization Committee - Council Member Smith stated that the Committee has 
been working with the EDB to discuss options for the waterfront. The business license tax will 
be discussed at the next meeting. 

8. League of California Cities - Council Member Smith went to Sacramento on 5/13/04. He was 
there to endorse a compromise where by each City agrees to give up the ERAF taxes. In return 
the Governor agrees to work with the legislature to draft legislation to protect that grab from 
ever happening again. 

9. People Using Resources Efficiently (PURE) - Bob Craft reported on this at the 5/18/04 City 
Council meeting. 

10. School District Liaison - Council Member Campbell voices his concern over the issue of the 
gate between Matthew Turner School and the Community Park. He discussed the issue of the 
Supplemental Joint Use Agreement for the road between the school and park. He would like 
to be designated as the alternate person for this Committee. Council Member Smith stated 
that the Committee discussed a joint powers authority arrangement where the City would 
maintain the districts fields. Staff will come back to the School Board and the Committee with 
a proposal for this issue. They talked about the possibility of using the district office for a 
possible community center. They past a motion directing City Staff to pursue a port tax that 
would benefit the District and the City. 

11. Sky Valley Area Open Space - The Committee has not been meeting. They are trying to expand 
the membership with qualified individuals. 



12. Solano EDC Board of Directors - Vice Mayor Patterson went to a dinner in which Sunny 
McPeak spoke. Smart growth and sustainable development were discussed. 

13. Solano Transportation Authority (STA) - Mayor Messina stated there is nothing more to report 
on other than what is included in the Agenda packet. 

14. Solano Water Authority/Solano County Water Agency - Mayor Messina stated there is nothing 
more to report on other than what is included in the Agenda packet. 

15. Sunshine Committee - Vice Mayor Patterson stated that a draft ordinance would be reviewed 
at the next meeting, sometime during the last week of June 2004. 

16. Traffic, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Committee - Nothing to report other than what is 
contained in the packet. 

17. Tri-City and County Regional Parks and Open Space - Council Member Whitney stated that he 
went to a Board of Supervisors Meeting and discussed letting Staff know it was okay to work 
on a Regional Park District. The supervisors will be discussing this in the future. 

18. Youth Action Task Force - Council Member Smith stated that at their last meeting, they heard 
presentations on tobacco reducing rates, Family Resource Center, Stepping Stones preschool, 
and an upcoming homeless summit. He attended part of a training session on ‘Safe from the 
Start’. 

19. Valero Citizens Advisory Board - Council Member Whitney stated that they met last week. The 
meetings are now televised. They have selected Becht as the third party reviewer  

ADJOURNMENT: 
Mayor Messina adjourned the meeting at 11:45 p.m. 
 
 
Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 
 


