
June	1,	2009	Special	Meeting	
BENICIA	CITY	COUNCIL	
SPECIAL	MEETING	AGENDA	
City	Council	Chambers	
June	1,	2009	
7:00	P.M.	
Times	set	forth	for	the	agenda	items	are	estimates.	Items	may	be	heard	before	or	after	the	
times	designated.	
I.	CALL	TO	ORDER	(7:00	P.M.):	
II.	CONVENE	OPEN	SESSION:	
A.	ROLL	CALL	
B.	PLEDGE	OF	ALLEGIANCE	
C.	REFERENCE	TO	THE	FUNDAMENTAL	RIGHTS	OF	PUBLIC	
III.	OPPORTUNITY	FOR	PUBLIC	COMMENT:	
This	portion	of	the	meeting	is	reserved	for	persons	wishing	to	address	the	Council	on	any	
matter	not	on	the	agenda	that	is	within	the	subject	matter	jurisdiction	of	the	City	Council.	
State	law	prohibits	the	City	Council	from	responding	to	or	acting	upon	matters	not	listed	on	
the	agenda.	
Each	speaker	has	a	maximum	of	five	minutes	for	public	comment.	If	others	have	already	
expressed	your	position,	you	may	simply	indicate	that	you	agree	with	a	previous	speaker.	If	
appropriate,	a	spokesperson	may	present	the	views	of	your	entire	group.	Speakers	may	not	
make	personal	attacks	on	council	members,	staff	or	members	of	the	public,	or	make	
comments	which	are	slanderous	or	which	may	invade	an	individual’s	personal	privacy.	
A.	WRITTEN	COMMENT	
B.	PUBLIC	COMMENT	
IV.	BUDGET	WORKSHOP	(7:20	P.M.):	
A.	Review	and	approval	of	2009-2011	Strategic	Plan.	(City	Manager)	
The	City	of	Benicia’s	Strategic	Plan	is	comprehensively	evaluated	bi-annually.	The	current	
Strategic	Plan	was	developed	for	the	2007-09	fiscal	years,	and	staff	has	spent	the	last	several	
months	collecting	input	from	City	departments,	boards	and	commissions	and	the	public	in	
order	to	update	the	plan.	A	draft	2009-2011	Strategic	Plan	was	compiled	and	presented	to	the	
City	Council	on	April	28,	2009	for	additional	input.	The	Strategic	Plan	has	been	modified	to	
incorporate	that	input	and	is	now	being	presented	to	the	Council	for	final	review	and	
approval.Recommendation:	Review	and	approve	the	2009-2011	Strategic	Plan.	
B.	Presentation	of	Fiscal	Year	2010	and	2011	Budgets.	(City	Manager	&	Finance	Director)	
We	are	pleased	to	report	that	the	proposed	balanced	budgets	for	the	next	two	fiscal	years	
will	enable	the	City	to	continue	to	provide	the	services	and	facilities	that	are	the	foundation	
for	the	exceptional	quality	of	life	Benicia’s	residents,	businesses	and	visitors	enjoy.	The	
budgets	are	aligned	with	the	updated	Strategic	Plan	and	meet	the	requirements	of	the	
Balanced	Budget	Policy	and	the	Fund	Balance	Reserve	Policy	established	by	the	City	Council.	
Even	though	we	are	in	the	middle	of	a	great	recessionary	period	and	watching	other	nearby	
cities	suffer	20%	to	30%	losses	in	the	property	tax	and	sales	tax	revenues,	Benicia	revenues	
have	been	resilient,	especially	in	the	Industrial	Park.	When	combined	with	conservative	and	
steadily	adjusted	spending	policies,	the	City	has	been	able	to	protect	the	vital	20%	Fund	



Balance	Reserve	of	$6.4	million	with	minimal	impact.	In	addition	to	providing	stable	services,	
the	balanced	budget	also	allows	for	increases	in	employee	compensation	per	Labor	contracts,	
inflationary	increases	in	the	cost	of	supplies	and	services,	limited	growth	in	programs	and	
services	and	proposes	funding	for	$2.6	million	in	capital	improvement	projects	and	other	
additions.	
Recommendation:	Review	the	preliminary	budget	information	in	preparation	for	delivery	of	
the	final	budget	on	Friday,	May	29,	2009.	This	report	will	primarily	address	the	process	used	
to	develop	the	budget	recommendations,	including	those	of	the	General	Fund	and	Capital	
Improvement	Projects.	Further	information	will	be	provided	in	the	budget	document	and	
during	each	of	the	two	workshops	scheduled	for	June	1st	and	June	15th.	
VII.	ADJOURNMENT	(10:00	P.M.):	
Public	Participation	
The	Benicia	City	Council	welcomes	public	participation.	
Pursuant	to	the	Brown	Act,	each	public	agency	must	provide	the	public	with	an	opportunity	
to	speak	on	any	matter	within	the	subject	matter	jurisdiction	of	the	agency	and	which	is	not	
on	the	agency's	agenda	for	that	meeting.	The	City	Council	allows	speakers	to	speak	on	non-
agendized	matters	under	public	comment,	and	on	agendized	items	at	the	time	the	agenda	
item	is	addressed	at	the	meeting.	Comments	are	limited	to	no	more	than	5	minutes	per	
speaker.	By	law,	no	action	may	be	taken	on	any	item	raised	during	the	public	comment	
period	although	informational	answers	to	questions	may	be	given	and	matters	may	be	
referred	to	staff	for	placement	on	a	future	agenda	of	the	City	Council.	
Should	you	have	material	you	wish	to	enter	into	the	record,	please	submit	it	to	the	City	
Manager.	
Disabled	Access	
In	compliance	with	the	Americans	with	Disabilities	Act	(ADA),	if	you	need	special	assistance	
to	participate	in	this	meeting,	please	contact	Valerie	Ruxton,	the	ADA	Coordinator,	at	(707)	
746-4211.	Notification	48	hours	prior	to	the	meeting	will	enable	the	City	to	make	reasonable	
arrangements	to	ensure	accessibility	to	this	meeting.	
Meeting	Procedures	
All	items	listed	on	this	agenda	are	for	Council	discussion	and/or	action.	In	accordance	with	
the	Brown	Act,	each	item	is	listed	and	includes,	where	appropriate,	further	description	of	the	
item	and/or	a	recommended	action.	The	posting	of	a	recommended	action	does	not	limit,	or	
necessarily	indicate,	what	action	may	be	taken	by	the	City	Council.	
Pursuant	to	Government	Code	Section	65009,	if	you	challenge	a	decision	of	the	City	Council	in	
court,	you	may	be	limited	to	raising	only	those	issues	you	or	someone	else	raised	at	the	
public	hearing	described	in	this	notice,	or	in	written	correspondence	delivered	to	the	City	
Council	at,	or	prior	to,	the	public	hearing.	You	may	also	be	limited	by	the	ninety	(90)	day	
statute	of	limitations	in	which	to	challenge	in	court	certain	administrative	decisions	and	
orders	(Code	of	Civil	Procedure	1094.6)	to	file	and	serve	a	petition	for	administrative	writ	of	
mandate	challenging	any	final	City	decisions	regarding	planning	or	zoning.	
The	decision	of	the	City	Council	is	final	as	of	the	date	of	its	decision	unless	judicial	review	is	
initiated	pursuant	to	California	Code	of	Civil	Procedures	Section	1094.5.	Any	such	petition	for	
judicial	review	is	subject	to	the	provisions	of	California	Code	of	Civil	Procedure	Section	
1094.6.	



Public	Records	
The	agenda	packet	for	this	meeting	is	available	at	the	City	Manager's	Office	and	the	Benicia	
Public	Library	during	regular	working	hours.	To	the	extent	feasible,	the	packet	is	also	
available	on	the	City's	web	page	at	www.ci.benicia.ca.us	under	the	heading	"Agendas	and	
Minutes."	Public	records	related	to	an	open	session	agenda	item	that	are	distributed	after	the	
agenda	packet	is	prepared	are	available	before	the	meeting	at	the	City	Manager's	Office	
located	at	250	East	L	Street,	Benicia,	or	at	the	meeting	held	in	the	Council	Chambers.	If	you	
wish	to	submit	written	information	on	an	agenda	item,	please	submit	to	the	City	Clerk	as	
soon	as	possible	so	that	it	may	be	distributed	to	the	City	Council.	
Strategic	plan	060108.pdf			
Budget.pdf			

	




















































































