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MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING – CITY COUNCIL 

JUNE 2, 2009 
 

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by 
Mayor Elizabeth Patterson at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 2, 2009, in the City Council 
Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of which are recorded on 
tape. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present: Council Members Campbell, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor Patterson 
Absent: Council Member Hughes 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Mayor Patterson led the pledge to the flag. 
 
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS: 
A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of each member of the public is posted at the 
entrance to the Council Chambers per Section 4.04.030 of City of Benicia Ordinance No. 
05-6 (Open Government Ordinance). 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS: 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Openings on Boards and Commissions: 
• Sky Valley Open Space Committee: 

One unexpired term to September 30, 2010 
One full term to January 31, 2013 

• Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Commission: 
One unexpired term to March 31, 2010 
One full term to July 31, 2013 

• Open Government Commission: 
One unexpired term to November 30, 2010 

• Benicia Housing Authority Board of Commissioners 
One full term to July 31, 2013 

• Library Board of Trustees: 
One full term to July 31, 2012 

• Historic Preservation Review Commission: 
Two full terms to July 31, 2013 

• Human Services and Arts Board: 
Two full terms to July 31, 2013 

 
Mayor’s Office Hours: 
Mayor Patterson will maintain an open office every Monday (except holidays) in the 
Mayor’s Office of City Hall from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  No appointment is necessary.  
Other meeting times may be scheduled through the City Hall office at 746-4200. 
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APPOINTMENTS: 
None 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
None 
 
PROCLAMATIONS: 
• Recognition of United States Army Week, June 8-14, 2009 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
Mr. Erickson stated that Staff’s recommendation was to continue VII-A to 6/16/09, as 
Council Member Hughes was not able to attend the meeting.  
 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Ioakimedes, 
the Agenda was adopted as presented, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor Patterson 
Noes: None 
Absent: Council Member Hughes 
 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 
WRITTEN: 
Various items submitted (copies on file).  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
1. Christina Strawbridge – Ms. Strawbridge discussed the success of the recent Relay 

for Life event. They raised over $120,000 so far.          
2. Gene Doherty – Mr. Doherty discussed the proposed closure of California State 

Parks. He asked for the community and Council’s support on the issue.  
3. Rick Ernst – Mr. Ernst discussed the old-fashioned ice cream social that would take 

place on 6/4/09 at the Benicia State Capitol Building.  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR: 
Council pulled items VII-B and VII-C. 
 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Ioakimedes, 
the Consent Calendar was adopted as amended, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor Patterson 
Noes: None 
Absent: Council Member Hughes 
 
Council approved the Minutes of May 19, 2009. 
 
RESOLUTION 09-47 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMITTAL OF AN 
APPLICATION FOR A CALIFORNIA LIBRARY LITERACY SERVICE MATCHING 
FUNDS GRANT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009/2010 AND AUTHORIZING THE 
LIBRARY DIRECTOR TO SIGN DOCUMENTS 
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RESOLUTION 09-48 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF 
PARKS & COMMUNITY SERVICES TO EXECUTE, ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, 
CONTRACT CHANGE ORDERS AFFIRMING STAFF-AUTHORIZED COSTS 
WITH PACIFIC COAST RECONSTRUCTION & BUILDING, INC. FOR THE 
COMMANDING OFFICER’S QUARTERS REHABILITATION PROJECT, THE 
APPROPRIATION OF $127,685 FROM THE PROJECT CONTINGENCY AND 
ACCEPTING THE COMMANDING OFFICER’S QUARTERS REHABILITATION 
PROJECT AT 1 COMMANDANT’S LANE, AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO SIGN THE NOTICE OF COMPLETION AND CITY CLERK TO FILE SAME 
WITH THE SOLANO COUNTY RECORDER 
 
Approval to waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and adopted pursuant to this 
agenda. 

(END OF CONSENT CALENDAR) 
 
Council took the following actions: 
Support for Neighborhood Stabilization Program application: 
Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed concerns regarding the nature of the selection 
process, the nexus between City-owned property that does not have a foreclosure 
problem and the City’s ability to be successful in the application, following a green house 
gas reduction program in the demolition process, incorporating the Climate Action Plan 
into the resolution if this moves forward, ensuring the City-owned property is maintained 
free of trash and is attractive to the neighborhood, the nexus between  the City taking the 
structures down and future affordable housing projects, why Vacaville was being the lead 
agency, and why Vacaville was the City’s lead agency. 
 
Council and Staff discussed designating $50,000 for each of the site’s demolition and site 
preparation projects, and in the case of 550 East G Street the additional funds beyond the 
demolition costs would go towards property maintenance and landscaping and making it 
part of the Waste Water Treatment Plant Beautification Project. For the Scout house, the 
money beyond the $15,000 or so that it would take for demolition would be used to 
prepare the site, grade it, get it ready, etc. so it would be a more attractive prospect for a 
group that wanted to partner on some affordable housing projects.  
 
Public Comment: 
1. Dan Smith - Mr. Smith discussed the importance of the two State Parks in Benicia, 

housing for the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, the status of the Community Center, 
keeping the City’s promise to the Scouts, and the need to provide space at the 
Community Center for the Scouts. 

 
Staff discussed the ability for the Scouts to occupy a portion of the Community 
Center in the fall, and approval of the commencement of Phase I in the upcoming 
fiscal year.  

2. Mary Frances Kelly Poh – Ms. Kelly Poh discussed the date the application deadline 
(6/15/09), the HUD requirements for the grant, whether what the City has proposed 
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meets the spirit of the HUD requirements, and whether the demolition of the house by 
the Waste Water Treatment Plan meets the spirit of the HUD requirements.  
 
Staff discussed the CDBG issue, possibly partnering with a group to do some 
transitional housing, CDBG funds, possibly applying for the demolition of the Scout 
house and using the remainder to begin the process of developing the site, the City 
possibly having access to other funds ($200,000), using the money for the purposes 
outlined by Staff, and not redeveloping the 550 East G Street site (buffer area or 
possibly a park).  
 

Council Member Schwartzman made a motion to approve the Resolution. Council 
Member Ioakimedes seconded the motion. Council Members Campbell, Ioakimedes, and 
Schwartzman voted to approve the Resolution.  
 
Mayor Patterson asked if the motion could be reconsidered. There were two things she 
wanted to change.  
 
Ms. McLaughlin confirmed that three Council Members voted yes.  
 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Ioakimedes, 
the Resolution was adopted, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Ioakimedes. Schwartzman and Mayor Patterson 
Noes: None 
Absent: Council Member Hughes 
 
Mayor Patterson requested reconsideration of the resolution to add the three elements to 
it.  
 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Vice Mayor Campbell, 
Council approved the reconsideration of the above vote, on roll call by the following 
vote:  
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Ioakimedes. Schwartzman and Mayor Patterson 
Noes: None 
Absent: Council Member Hughes 
 
Mayor Patterson requested the Resolution be amended to include the language that was 
proposed in the Climate Action Plan, add that the property be maintained free of weeds 
and trash, and add in the ‘Be it further resolved’ area that the Scout site was intended for 
affordable housing.  
 
Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed the effect establishing that the site 
would be used for affordable housing would have.  
 
RESOLUTION 09-49 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN APPLICATION FOR 
FUNDING AND THE EXECUTION OF A GRANT AGREEMENT AND ANY 
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AMENDMENTS THERETO FROM THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION PROGRAM (NSP) 
 
On motion of Vice Mayor Campbell, seconded by Council Member Ioakimedes, the 
above Resolution was adopted as amended, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Ioakimedes. Schwartzman and Mayor Patterson 
Noes: None 
Absent: Council Member Hughes 
 
Support for ABAG FOCUS Program Priority Development Area application: 
Mayor Patterson discussed her desire to indicate that the City had a commitment that the 
City has $200,000 for planning for intermodal transportation, and expanding the 
discussion on the application by picking and choosing the things that made sense from 
the Seeno resolution for the application regarding the green tech/clean tech approach.  
 
Lisa Porras, Senior Planner, reviewed the staff report.  
 
Public Comment: 
1. Gene Doherty – Mr. Doherty commended Staff on its effort with this issue.  
 
Council Member Schwartzman and Staff discussed how this went together with the 
proposed Seeno project, and the need for jobs in the City.  
 
RESOLUTION 09-50 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DESIGNATION OF 
THE NORTHERN GATEWAY PRIORITY DEVELOPMENT AREA UNDER THE 
FOCUS PROGRAM 
 
On motion of Council Member Ioakimedes, seconded by Vice Mayor Campbell, the 
above resolution was adopted as amended, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor Patterson 
Noes: None 
Absent: Council Member Hughes 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
Downtown Historic District Overlay Boundary: 
Public Comment: 
None 
 
This item was continued to the June 16, 2009 Council meeting. 
 
Public Hearing for City of Benicia Landscaping and Lighting District Fiscal Year 2009-
10:  
Rob Sousa, Finance Director, reviewed the staff report.  
 
Public Comment: 
None 
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Council discussed changing dates in the Resolution from 2008 to 2009.  
 
RESOLUTION 09-51- A RESOLUTION ORDERING THE MAINTENANCE OF 
EXISTING IMPROVEMENTS IN ALL FIVE ZONES OF THE DISTRICT, 
CONFIRMING THE ASSESSMENT DIAGRAM, APPROVING THE ENGINEER’S 
REPORT AND ORDERING THE LEVY AND COLLECTION OF CERTAIN 
ASSESSMENTS FOR THE CITY OF BENICIA LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING 
DISTRICT, FISCAL YEAR 2009-10 
 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Ioakimedes, 
the above Resolution was approved as amended, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor Patterson 
Noes: None 
Absent: Council Member Hughes 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
Campaign ordinance regarding contribution and voluntary spending limits:  
Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, and Steve Churchwell, Consultant, reviewed the 
staff report.  
 
Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed the 48-hour time limit on page IX-A-5, 
adding language so that someone could deliver the information in person, section 
1.42.070 regarding issue advocacy.  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell and Mr. Churchwell discussed the issue of City sponsored debates, 
concerns regarding section 1.42.050 (c) spending limits, possibly pulling out 1.42.050 (c) 
as it is covered by section 1.42.070. 
 
Council Member Ioakimedes and Mr. Churchwell discussed the possibility of combining 
sections 1.42.050 and 1.42.070.  
 
Mayor Patterson discussed concerns regarding loans, and property orientation provisions 
of the loan section.  
 
Public Comment: 
1. Dan Smith – Mr. Smith discussed the ‘toothless’ proposed ordinance, the need for 

clean, locally funded elections, and support for Vice Mayor Campbell’s proposed 
ordinance. 

2. Gene Doherty – Mr. Doherty discussed the problematic aspects of the proposed 
ordinance, the need for language regarding holiday provisions, and the need for 
defining what a contribution is. 

3. Rick Ernst – Mr. Ernst discussed the ordinance process, and the need to take Council 
Member Hughes’ written comments into consideration. 

4. Jon Van Landschoot – Mr. Van Landschoot discussed his efforts in collecting 
signatures for the campaign finance initiative, concerns regarding the debate timing, 
loans, accrual system, limiting contributions to five days prior to the elections, 
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campaign mailers, and the issue of penalties. Mr. Van Landschoot discussed the 
amount of people willing to sign the petition. 

 
Council Member Ioakimedes discussed concerns regarding an accrual system, and 
post election contributions.  
 
Mayor Patterson discussed her 2007 campaign, a hit piece that came out, how her 
committee addressed the hit piece, past attempts at drafting a voluntary campaign 
expenditure limits, and concerns regarding some restrictions in the proposed 
ordinance. 
 
Vice Mayor Campbell discussed section 1.42.110. Section (b) did not work for him. 
He had concerns regarding the timing of City sponsored debate,  
 
Council Member Schwartzman discussed the issue of the City sponsored debate, who 
would sort the questions for the debate, and concerns regarding section 1.42.110 (b),  
 
Mayor Patterson discussed the need for another way (other than a debate) to respond 
to a late hit piece. She discussed Council’s general consensus to delete (b). 
 
Vice Mayor Campbell discussed section 1.42.060, and support for a $28,000 limit.  
 
Mr. Churchwell discussed the issue of the proposed $40,000-$50,000 limit.  
 
Mayor Patterson discussed simplifying the proposed ordinance, candidates’ reigning 
in their expenses, unfair PACS being addressed by the candidate being able to 
respond, eliminating (b) on section 1.42.060, retaining 1.42.070, and eliminating (c) 
on 1.42.050, changing the limit on section 1.42.060 (b) (rather than eliminating it as 
previously discussed).  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell discussed the proposed contribution limits.  
 
Mayor Patterson discussed support for the $28,000 limit.  
 
Council and Mr. Churchwell discussed the City’s extra reporting requirements, late 
expenditure reporting requirements, independent expenditures, 24-hour reporting, 
penalties for violations, enforcement mechanism pursuant to the proposed ordinance, 
linking the enforcement to the City’s existing code, concerns regarding loans, per-
election limits, voluntary expenditure limits, and non-monetary contributions.  
 
Mayor Patterson summarized the following changes: 
• 1.42.030– keep limits at $250/$500 
• 1.42.040 – eliminating dollar amount as long as it is paid back w/in 30 days 
• 1.42.050 – amend section (b) noting weekends and City holidays and being able 

to walk the form in, as well as eliminating section (c) 
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• 1.42.060 – limit would be $28,000 for Mayor/Council for general municipal 
elections, and delete reference to section 1.42.040 in section (a) 

• 1.42.070 – no change 
• 1.42.110 –eliminate section (b)  
• 1.40.120 – import language from existing ordinance (page IX-A-16) and add as a 

new section  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell clarified that the ordinance would be brought back for 
approval at the June 16, 2009 Council meeting.  
 

ORDINANCE 09- - AN ORDINANCE ADDING A NEW CHAPTER 1.42 
(CONTRIBUTION AND VOLUNTARY SPENDING LIMITS) OF TITLE 1 
(GENERAL PROVISIONS) OF THE BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE 
 
On motion of Vice Mayor Campbell, seconded by Council Member Schwartzman, the 
above Introduction and First Reading of an ordinance was approved as amended, on roll 
call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor Patterson 
Noes: None 
Council Member Hughes 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
City Manager Reports: 
None 
 
COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mayor Patterson adjourned the meeting at 10:34 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
       ________________________ 
        Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 
 


