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MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING – CITY COUNCIL 

June 05, 2012 
 
 

City Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of 
which are recorded on tape. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

Mayor Patterson called the Closed Session meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
II. CLOSED SESSION: 
 

A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 
54956.9  

Number of potential cases: 3 
 
III. CONVENE OPEN SESSION: 
 

Mayor Patterson called the Open Session to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

A. ROLL CALL 
 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Donnell Rubay led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

C. REFERENCE TO THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PUBLIC 
 
IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS/APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS: 
 

A. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. Announcement of action taken at Closed Session, if any. 
 

Ms. McLaughlin reported that Council received information from Staff and gave 
direction to Staff.  

 
2. Openings on Boards and Commissions: 

 
Building Board of Appeals 
2 full terms  
Open Until Filled 
SolTrans Public Advisory Committee 
1 full term 
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Open Until Filled 
 

Benicia Community Sustainability Commission 
1 unexpired term 
Open Until Filled 

 
Open Government Commission 
1 unexpired term  
Open Until Filled 

 
Benicia Human Services Board 
1 unexpired term 
3 full terms  
Open Until Filled 

 
Economic Development Board 
2 full terms 
Open Until Filled 

 
Benicia Housing Authority Board of Commissioners 
1 full term 
Open Until Filled 

 
Historic Preservation Review Commission 
2 full terms 
Open Until Filled 

 
Library Board of Trustees 
1 full term 
1 Poet Laureate 
Open Until Filled 

 
Art and Culture Commission 
2 unexpired terms 
Open Until Filled 

 
3. Mayor’s Office Hours:  

 
4. Benicia Arsenal Update: Verbal Update 

 
The subcommittee will be meeting on 6/6/12. There will be a report at the next 
regularly scheduled City Council meeting.  

 
B. APPOINTMENTS 
  
C. PRESENTATIONS 

 
D. PROCLAMATIONS 
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V. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
 

On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member 
Hughes, Council adopted the Agenda, as presented, on roll call by the following 
vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
VI. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT 
 

One item received (Welcome to Benicia Map).  
 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

1. Sharon Petrellese - Ms. Petrellese thanked Council for their support of the 
Human Services Board. She has taken a job with the Community Action 
Council (CAC). She announced the upcoming wine tasting fundraiser.  

2. Larry Fullington - Mr. Fullington discussed the safety concerns he raised at 
the last Council meeting regarding the eastbound onramp from Rose Drive to 
I-780. Less than two weeks after the meeting, Caltrans made a commitment 
to install a barrier. He also thanked the City for their efforts for the recent 
developments with the DTSC and the bicycle racks on First Street.  

3. Jon Van Landschoot - Mr. Van Landschoot expressed thanks for the barriers 
that were installed by the onramp near Rose Drive. He discussed concerns 
regarding possible California State Park closures.  

4. Jasmine Powell - Ms. Powell discussed the Solano EDC/Benicia Industrial 
Park meeting. She thanked the City for their help in setting the meeting up.  

5. Heather McLaughlin - Ms. McLaughlin announced the upcoming Relay For 
Life birthday party on Thursday, 6/7/12. She encouraged citizens to attend.  

6. Council Member Strawbridge - Council Member Strawbridge discussed the 
Sunset Celebration that took place over the past weekend. She discussed 
the Arts Benicia fundraiser that took place at the Clock Tower. 

 
VII. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 

On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Strawbridge, Council adopted the Consent Calendar, as presented, on roll call 
by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 
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A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MAY 15, 2012 
 

On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Strawbridge, Council approved the minutes of May 15, 2012, on roll call by the 
following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
B. APPROVAL OF A WIRELESS COMMUNICATION LEASE AGREEMENT 

AT 257 ESSEX WAY WITH METROPCS 
 

RESOLUTION 12-55 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING A LEASE AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF BENICIA AND METROPCS A DELAWARE LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY, TO INSTALL A WIRELESS COMMUNICATION 
FACILITY AT 257 ESSEX WAY, AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY 
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Strawbridge, Council adopted Resolution 12-55, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
C. APPROVAL OF A WIRELESS COMMUNICATION LEASE AGREEMENT 

AT 257 ESSEX WAY WITH GTE MOBILNET 
 

RESOLUTION 12-56- A RESOLUTION APPROVING A LEASE AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF BENICIA AND GTE MOBILNET, A CALIFORNIA 
LIMITED PARTNERSHIP TO INSTALL A WIRELESS COMMUNICATION 
FACILITY AT 257 ESSEX WAY, AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY 
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Strawbridge, Council adopted Resolution 12-56, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
D. ADOPT RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN CITY 

OF BENICIA AND WOLF COMMUNICATIONS TO PERFORM TOURISM 
AND MARKETING SERVICES 

 
RESOLUTION 12-57 - A RESOLUTION AWARDING THE TOURISM 
MARKETING CONSULTANT CONTRACT TO WOLF COMMUNICATIONS OF 
SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA IN THE AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $50,000 
AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE CONTRACT ON 
BEHALF OF THE CITY 
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Strawbridge, Council adopted Resolution 12-57, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
E. UPDATE ON THE SIGN ORDINANCE REVISION 
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F. Approval to waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and 

adopted pursuant to this agenda. 
 
VIII. BUSINESS ITEMS: 
 

A. APPROVE 2012-2013 CONTRACT SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF BENICIA AND BENICIA MAIN STREET 

 
RESOLUTION 12-58 - A RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR 
DOWNTOWN SUPPORT AND ACTIVITIES TO BENICIA MAIN STREET, IN 
THE AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $117,000 AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER TO SIGN THE CONTRACT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY 

Mario Giuliani, Acting Economic Development Manager, reviewed the staff 
report. He noted a change on Exhibit B (advertising) - for the November and 
December holidays there should be $4,000, and for January and February the 
amount should be $2,000. 

Council Member Hughes and Staff discussed page VIII.A.2 regarding changes to 
staff visiting establishments. 

Council Member Strawbridge and Staff discussed concerns regarding the cut of 
funds (that will go to the Depot), as it would take money away from marketing. 
She was also concerned regarding the increase in funds for entertainment (it 
could be used in a more effective way).  

Council Member Schwartzman and Staff discussed support for the cut in funds, 
concern regarding the entertainment funds, surveys that are done by Benicia 
Main Street after events, and the possibility of having City Staff do the surveys 
(as there was a lack of response from the Main Street surveys).  

Council Member Hughes discussed concern regarding taking some of the 
flexibility from a very capable Benicia Main Street Board. 

Public Comment: 

1. Leah Shellhorn - Ms. Shellhorn discussed Council's concern regarding the 
surveys, and the issues raised regarding the surveys.  

2. Nancy Martinez - Ms. Martinez expressed support for the contract as 
proposed by Staff.  

3. Council Member Strawbridge - Council Member Strawbridge discussed the 
senior bus tours, and the possibility of developing a marketing plan to bring 
boaters into the downtown area.  

4. Paula Schwartz - Ms. Schwartz expressed support for Benicia Main Street. 
She discussed the possibility of kayaking tours. She expressed support for 
the continued site visits.  
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Mr. Giuliani discussed EDB's Staff's intent to continue to reach out and meet with 
merchants, although it would not be a required part of the contract. He discussed 
the EDB's discussion regarding the survey.  

Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed Staff's intention regarding personal contact 
with the merchants, the discussion at EDB regarding the surveys, and involving 
the merchants in the issue of entertainment.  

Council Member Hughes made a motion to approve the Resolution. Council 
Member Schwartzman seconded the motion. 

Council Member Strawbridge requested that the $10,000 be moved out of the 
Depot, and back into the marketing budget.  

Mr. Giuliani discussed the previously adopted budget regarding Benicia Main 
Street.  

Mr. Kilger discussed the need to get funding into the Depot fund. He heard a 
suggestion to reduce the $9,000, cutting it in half, and putting $4,500 towards 
marketing. 

Mayor Patterson suggested making the entertainment funds flexible. Those 
funds could be considered up to $9,000 and the remainder could be reallocated, 
pending the recommendation of the results of the meetings with the merchants, 
and possible discussions with EDB.   

Mayor Patterson summarized that the motion would be modified to reflect that 
the entertainment funds would be approved up to $9,000, or reallocated 
pursuant to recommendations from Benicia Main Street and EDB.  

Council Member Hughes confirmed the modifications to the motion were 
acceptable.  

As the seconder to the motion, Council Member Schwartzman stated he 
was okay with the issue of the flexibility up to $9,000 for entertainment, with the 
remainder to be applied towards marketing (so that it is specific). However, it 
is up to Benicia Main Street to deal with the funds, as long as they do due 
diligence and have their meetings).  

Council Member Hughes noted that was an acceptable change to the motion.  

Council Member Strawbridge talked about city-owned property, and how they 
languish, and the need get money for improvements to the depot (possibly 
through grants). She suggested taking the $10,000 and seeing where the City 
could take it, as far as capital improvements in a bigger picture. Mayor Patterson 
clarified that there was already a motion on the table, and that Council Member 
Strawbridge's comments were direction to Staff, as long as that was the will of 
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the Council.  

Mayor Patterson clarified that if it was the will of the Council, the direction to Staff 
would be that the $10,000 and the capital fund for the Depot would be directed 
toward leveraging the money for improvements to the building to provide 
perhaps a space for a gallery or some kind of other activity.  

Vice Mayor Campbell and Staff discussed EDB's involvement in the funds being 
discussed.  
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Schwartzman, Council adopted Resolution 12-58, as amended, on roll call by the 
following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
B. COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION FUNDING 

RECOMMENDATION FOR PUMP STATION 3 SOLAR PROPERTY 
 

RESOLUTION 12-59 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING ALLOCATION OF 
$256,909 FROM THE VALERO/GOOD NEIGHBOR STEERING COMMITTEE 
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT ACCOUNT TO REPLACE THE SAME AMOUNT 
LOANED FROM THE WASTE WATER ENTERPRISE FUND TOWARD THE 
PURCHASE OF THE WATER PUMP STATION 3 SOLAR PROJECT 
PROPERTY 

Charlie Knox, Public Works & Community Development Director, reviewed the 
staff report.  

Public Comment: 

None 

Council Member Hughes and Staff discussed concern regarding the loan vs. 
grant issue. Council Member Hughes would prefer it be a grant.  

Vice Mayor Campbell, Council Member Schwartzman, and Staff discussed the 
issue of loan vs. grant. Vice Mayor Campbell and Council Member 
Schwartzman expressed support for this being a grant as opposed to a loan. Ms. 
McLaughlin confirmed that Council had the authority to change it from a loan to a 
grant.  

Council discussed whether the issue of changing the funding from a loan to a 
grant needed to be sent back to the CSC.  

Council Member Strawbridge made a motion to approve the Resolution with the 
amendment of change the funding from a loan to a grant.  

Ms. McLaughlin suggested changing the 'now, therefore, be it resolved' and 'be it 
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further resolved' language from 'loan' to 'grant.'  

Mayor Patterson noted that she was troubled by going this route (grant as 
opposed to loan), however it was important to have concurrance on the Council 
as often as possible, although it was against her better judgement, she would 
support this. 
On motion of Council Member Strawbridge, seconded by Council Member 
Hughes, Council adopted Resolution 12-59, as amended, on roll call by the 
following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
C. CITY OF BENICIA LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING DISTRICT FISCAL 

YEAR 2012-2013 
 

RESOLUTION 12-60 - A RESOLUTION DESCRIBING IMPROVEMENTS AND 
DIRECTING PREPARATION OF ENGINEER'S REPORT FOR THE CITY OF 
BENICIA LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING DISTRICT, FISCAL YEAR 2012-
2013 

RESOLUTION 12-61 - A RESOLUTION PRELIMINARILY APPROVING THE 
ENGINEER'S REPORT FOR THE CITY OF BENICIA LANDSCAPING AND 
LIGHTING DISTRICT, FISCAL YEAR 2012-2013 

RESOLUTION 12-62 - A RESOLUTION OF INTENTION TO ORDER THE LEVY 
AND COLLECTION OF ASSESSMENTS PURSUANT TO THE LANDSCAPING 
AND LIGHTING ACT OF 1972 AND THEREFORE SETTING A PUBLIC 
HEARING ON JULY 17, 2012 TO CONSIDER THE FISCAL YEAR 2012-13  
CITY OF BENICIA LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING DISTRICT 

Bill Zenoni, Interim Finance Director, reviewed the staff report. 

Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed the rate change process and why the City 
is not proposing a rate increase at this time. 

Council Member Schwartzman discussed the need to increase the rates (next 
year, if not this year).  

Council Member Hughes discussed the need for outreach and education of the 
residents in the districts.  

Vice Mayor Campbell inquired about future increases to water rates.  

Public Comment: 

None 

Council gave direction to Staff to come back to council with a public outreach 
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plan regarding the Landscaping and Lighting District fees, and what residents 
are receiving for those fees.   
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Schwartzman, Council adopted Resolution 12-60, on roll call by the following 
vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Schwartzman, Council adopted Resolution 12-61, on roll call by the following 
vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Schwartzman, Council adopted Resolution 12-62, on roll call by the following 
vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
D. ADJUSTMENT OF TERMS OF AMENDMENT NO. 2 TO FEE DEFERRAL 

PAYMENT AGREEMENT 
 

RESOLUTION 12-63 - A RESOLUTION ADJUSTING THE TERMS OF 
AMENDMENT NO.2 TO THE FEE DEFERRAL AGREEMENT WITH SURAJ 
INVESTMENT GROUP, LLC FOR THE HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS HOTEL 
PROJECT 

Mario Giuliani, Acting Economic Development Manager, reviewed the staff 
report.  

Public Comment: 

None  
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Strawbridge, Council adopted Resolution 12-63, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
E. CONSIDERATION OF A FEE REDUCTION FOR 660-676 EAST N 

STREET 
 

RESOLUTION 12-64 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING A FEE REDUCTION 
FROM $261,992.77 TO $212,000 FOR THE PROPERTY AT 660-676 EAST N 
STREET 

Charlie Knox, Public Works & Community Development Director, reviewed the 
staff report.  
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Public Comment: 

None 
On motion of Council Member Strawbridge, seconded by Council Member 
Hughes, Council adopted Resolution 12-64, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Strawbridge, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes 
Noes: (None) 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Mayor Patterson adjourned the meeting at 8:46 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       __________________________ 
        Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 


