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Welcome to the latest edition of the City Manager's Report from
City of Benicia City Manager Brad Kilger. The City  Manager's
Report is published twice monthly highlighting the activities of
the  departments  of  our  full-service  city.  Previous  editions  are
available on the City of Benicia City Manager's page.

Please  click  the  Join  our  Mailing  List  button  in  the  left
to subscribe to the City Manager's Report and receive important
messages from the City of Benicia and click these links to follow
us on Facebook and Twitter.

Brad
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What is Drip Irrigation?

Drip irrigation is the slow,
precise  application  of
water  directly  to  the
plants  root.  A  drip
irrigation  system  can  be
customized  to  meet  your
landscape's specific needs
while  maintaining  an
optimum  moisture  level
for your plants, efficiently
conserving  water  that
might otherwise be lost. 

Drip  irrigation  is  an
efficient and economical  method of  watering.  Experts say that
drip irrigation is at least 90% more efficient than other irrigation
methods  and  reduces  runoff  and  evaporation.  Drip  irrigation
applies water slowly where it is needed, at the plant's roots.

Drip  irrigation  involves  placing  tubing  with  emitters  on  the
ground alongside the plants. The emitters slowly drip water into
the soil at the root zone. With this slow, appropriate application
of water, plant health and growth is improved. In addition, drip
irrigation:  helps  prevents  disease,  reduces  weed growth,  saves
time and water, and requires less work and maintenance.

If you are interested in removing your lawn and replacing it with
drought tolerant plants and drip irrigation, Solano County Water
Agency  is  offering  a  rebate  of  $1.00  per  square  foot  of  lawn
removed  up  to  a  maximum  rebate  of  $1,000.  To  learn  more
about  the  program  go  to  www.solanosaveswater.org  or
call 707.455.1111. - Public Works

Bike the Bridges

For you avid cyclists, Bike the Bridges is on Sunday, June 14.

Sponsored  by
Special  Olympics
and  Bay  Area  Law
Enforcement
Agencies,  the  6th
Annual  Bike  the
Bridges  bike  ride
(not  a  race)
includes  a  25  mi
-50K  -100K
-Century  rides.
Each  ride  crosses
the  Benicia-
Martinez  Bridge,
goes  through
Benicia's  historic
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Safe at Home!

From the Napa Valley to Silicon Valley,
the  Bay  Area  is  made  up  of  nine
counties,  seven  million  residents  and
101 cities. Of those 101 cities, Benicia is
on the list of The 30 Safest Suburbs in
the Bay Area!This is another reason why
it's great to live and work in Benicia.  -
City Manager's Office

Fire Department
Monthly Report

The  Benicia  Fire  Department  monthly
report for May 2015 is now available. It
contains  information  about  Emergency
Operations,  Training,  and  Prevention.

downtown,  then
along  the
waterfront  to
Vallejo  and  the
Carquinez  Bridge.
A craft beer festival
follows in Martinez.
-  Police
Department

Eco Awards Announced

Arts Benicia and the City of Benicia are pleased to announce the
1st Eco-Awards! They are looking for community members who
have gone above and beyond to reduce energy, water, and waste.
Nominations  are  being  accepted  online  and  at  the  Farmers
Market (June 11). Please submit your nomination by July 1!

One resident and one business will be selected in each category,
plus  one  overall  winner  (must  be  a  community-based
organization or non-profit). The winners will receive a $100 gift
certificate  to  First  Street  Cafe  and  a  recycled  glass  trophy
designed by Lindsay Glass, a local Benicia business.  

The  Awards  Committee  will  announce  winners  at  an  Awards
Ceremony on July 21 and the Mayor will recognize the winners
during the City Council meeting directly following the ceremony. 

This  program  is  sponsored  by  the  Green  Umbrella  group,   a
coalition of  Benicia organizations and individuals  dedicated to
working  together  with  a  focus  on  environmentalism  and
sustainability. The group's work is funded by a grant from the
Community Sustainability Commission (CSC) with support from
Arts  Benicia.  Awards  are  sponsored  by  Marin  Clean  Energy,
WattzOn, and Republic Services.   

Have questions? Email Alex Porteshawver or call 707.746.4276. -
Community Development

Summer Reading Program
Get the Scoop on Great Summer Reads

Sign-ups  for  the  Benicia
Public  Library's  Summer
Reading  Program  started
June 1.   There  is  a  summer
reading  program  for
everyone:   separate  programs
for children, teens, and adults,
each  with  their  own  special
events  and  incentives  for
reading. 
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Click  here  to  read  more.  -  Fire
Department

New Flood Maps
Released for Review

The  Federal  Emergency  Management
Agency  (FEMA)  has  released
preliminary  flood  hazard  maps  also
known  as  Flood  Insurance  Rate  Maps
(FIRMs) for Solano County. These maps
delineate  areas  that  are  at  risk  for
coastal  flooding  as  identified  through
the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Coastal
Study.  The  new  maps  are  released  for
public review for a 90-day appeal period
ending September 7, 2015. The maps
are  expected  to  become  effective  in
summer 2016.

Flood  hazard  maps  indicate  whether
properties are in areas of high, moderate
or  low  flood  risk.  In  reviewing  the
preliminary  maps,  which  are  not  yet
adopted,  many  property  owners  may
find  that  their  risk  is  higher  or  lower
than  the  current  maps  indicate.  While
the  preliminary  flood  maps  provide
improved  accuracy  about  flood  risks
based upon past data and modeling for
future flood events, they do not project
or  account  for  potential  impacts
associated with climate change and sea
level rise.

In  the  teen  and  adult
programs,  you can even earn
rewards  for  downloading
e-books,  attending  Library
events or just  checking out  a
DVD, so there's no reason not
to join!  It's easy and fun.  The
program ends August 31.

Ron Shoop, Random House representative, will be at the Benicia
Public Library on Thursday, June 18  at 7:00PM to talk about
great reads. Bookshop Benicia will also be present to sell books
Ron recommends.

The name of each person who attends will be put in a drawing to
receive a bag of books. - Library

Update from Parks & Building
Maintenance

What has the Parks & Building Maintenance Department Been
Up To? The following is a list of completed and current projects
along with a brief description and tentative completion date.

Maria and Ribeiro Baseball Fields
A  new  restroom  was  installed  at  the  downtown  little  league
baseball fields and opened in May. Also, a new roof and gutters
were installed on the canteen and a new scoreboard on Maria
Field.  

Evapotranspiration Irrigation System (ET)
Staff issued a contract and is currently in the process of installing
the ET irrigation system at 11 new sites. This will bring the total
number  of  sites  with  the  ET  system  to  17.  Construction  and
installation  of  the  ET  system  at  the  new  sites  should  be
completed by June.

Dog Park (Community Park)
Renovation of the Phenix Dog Park consists of minor grading to
the  area,  upgrading  the  irrigation,  removing  approximately
10,000  square  feet  of  natural  grass  and  replacing  with
decomposed  granite,  adding  mulch  to  the  outlying  areas  and
replacing  the  worn  out  grass  with  new  sod.  Design  has  been
completed and renovation is anticipated to begin in September.

BCP Playground
Staff has issued a contract to remove and replace the 5-12 year
old playground at Community Park. This project will not begin
until  the  fall,  so  there  is  minimal  disruption  to  the  summer
rentals of the picnic area.

Promenade Rail
Staff will go out to bid for the removal and replacement of the
promenade  rail  this  summer  and  anticipate  beginning
construction at the end of August.
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Flooding is the most common disaster in
the United States. Property owners in a
high-risk flood zone are required to have
flood insurance if they hold a mortgage
that is  secured by loans from federally
regulated  or  insured  lenders.
Additionally,  homeowners,  renters  and
business owners are encouraged to look
at the preliminary Flood Insurance Rate
Maps  to  become  familiar  with  flood
risks  in  their  community.  These  flood
maps  can  help  individuals  and
businesses  make  informed  decisions
about flood insurance options and flood
protection measures.

The new maps are preliminary and have
not yet been officially adopted. The City
of  Benicia  encourages  residents  and
business  owners  to  review  the
preliminary  maps  to  learn  about  local
flood risks and identify any concerns or
questions  about  the  information
provided. A public comment and appeal
period  will  be  opening  on  June  10,
2015  where  property  owners  will  be
able to submit comments and appeals to
FEMA regarding the maps' accuracy.   

Following the appeal period, FEMA staff
will  prepare  final  maps,  which  are
expected to become effective in summer,
2016. When the maps become effective,
any  related  new  insurance  and
floodplain  management  requirements
will take effect.

Owners  of  affected  properties  will  be
notified by a  letter  sent  to  the  current
owner  of  record.  Affected  property
owners and interested others are invited
to  attend  an  open  house  meeting  on
July 8, 2015 from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
at the Liberty High School Gymnasium,
350 East K Street. Staff from FEMA and
the  City  of  Benicia  will  be  on hand to
provide  information  and  answer
questions.  To  learn  more,  contact  the
City  of  Benicia  Public  Works
Department at 707.746.4240.

The  preliminary  flood  maps  are
available for viewing in the Community
Development  and  Public  Works
Departments,  located  at  250  East  L
Street  in  Benicia.  The  City  offices  are
open Monday - Friday from 8:30 AM to

Pool Covers
All new pool covers were installed on the dive pool and several
pool covers were replaced on the 50-meter pool.

State Recreation Area
Staff met with the City of Vallejo and State Parks Staff to discuss
the asphalt overlay project at the State Recreation Area. This will
consist of a 2-inch overlay on portions of the bike and pedestrian
pathway and crack sealing on many areas. Also, approximately
300 feet of the entrance road on the west side will be repaired.
This project should begin in mid-August.

City Park Playground
Staff completed construction on the section of the Playground of
Dreams  that  was  damaged  by  a  tree  during  a  wind  storm  in
February. Fortunately the damage was minimal and many of the
original parts were reusable.

Tennis and Basketball Courts
Staff contracted the re-surfacing of the Civic Center tennis courts
and the Southampton and Waters End Park basketball courts. All
three sites were completed and look great.

Gym Floor
The annual re-surfacing of the gym floor was completed in May.
- Parks & Community Services

Cost of Youth Fare Sliced

SolTrans is offering discounted fare passes for youth age 6-18
from June 6 - August 31.

The Youth Local Day Pass is only $1! Even better, Youth Local
31-Day Pass is only $15!

Youth Day Passes can be purchased for same-day use on board
SolTrans local routes. Local Youth 31-Day Passes are available at
the Vallejo Transit Center. More info is available at
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noon and 1:00 - 5:00 PM. Maps are also
available to view on the City of Benicia's
website  by  selecting  the  yellow  "Flood
Maps" tab on the left-hand side of the
homepage  or  at  the  Benicia  Public
Library,  150  East  L  Street,  during  the
Library's  regular  hours  of  operation,
Monday  -  Thursday  from  10:00  AM  -
9:00 PM and Friday - Sunday from noon
- 6:00 PM.

Solano  County  GIS  has  prepared  an
online map that allows users to search
by address and view FEMA's proposed
changes to flood zone designations.  

Click here to obtain information from
FEMA directly, call 877.FEMA.MAP
(877.336.2627) or email
FEMAMapSpecialist@riskmapcds.com
- Public Works

Police Department
Monthly Report

The Benicia Police Department monthly
report for April 2015 is now available. It
contains  a  monthly  wrap-up  of
Community  Services,  Professional
Development, Statistics, and Interesting
Case  Summaries.  Click  here  to  read
more. - Police Department

Fire Department Fights
Multiple Structure Fires

SolTransRide.com. - City Manager's Office 

City of Benicia Job Opportunities

In mid-June the City of Benicia will be conducting a recruitment
for the position of Paramedic/Firefighter. In order to apply for
this  job,  candidates  must  first  take  and  pass  a  written  and
physical abilities exam through the California Fire Fighter Joint
Apprenticeship  Committee  (CFFJAC).  If  you,  or  anyone  you
know, might be interested in this career opportunity please refer
them to  the  City  of  Benicia  Human Resources  Page  for  more
information on taking these exams.  

As a reminder, we are also recruiting for the position of Police
Officer (both lateral and academy)  If you know of anyone who
might be interested in the position of Police Officer, please refer
them to our city website to apply. More info below...

The Human Resources Department is accepting applications for
the following positions:

Associate  Planner/Assistant  Planner,  full-time,  closing
June 12
Paramedic Firefighter, full-time, Coming Soon
Police  Officer  -  Lateral  (Currently  Working),  full-time,

open continuously
Police Officer - Academy / Non-Lateral, full-time,  open

continuously

To apply, the application and supplemental forms can be filed
online  at:  http://agency.governmentjobs.com/benicia
/default.cfm. City of Benicia employment applications may also
be obtained from and must be returned to the Human Resources
Department at 250 East L Street, Benicia.

These job opportunities are open to any current City of Benicia
employees (full or part time) as well as the general public. If you
know of someone who may be interested in applying, please let
them know. - Human Resources
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On  Saturday  evening,  May  23  at
approximately 5:51 PM, the Benicia Fire
Department  received  reports  of  a
structure fire at 470 East O Street. The
first  arriving  unit  reported  a  working
structure fire with heavy smoke showing
from the  attic  of  a  two  story  day  care
facility.  The  fire  was  contained  to  the
second  story  and  attic  area,  and  was
knocked down at 6:12 PM, followed by
salvage and overhaul operations.

At  10:44  PM,  approximately  3  hours
after the last fire unit cleared the East O
Street  fire,  the  Department  received
reports of a second structure fire located
in  the  600 block  of  East  I  Street.  The
first arriving unit reported heavy smoke
and flames showing from the rear of 669
East  I  Street.  A  second  alarm  was
requested  bringing  with  it  additional
firefighting  resources.  The  fire  was
knocked  down  at  11:08  PM  and  was
reported  under  control  shortly
thereafter.  The  fire  caused  extensive
damage  to  the  garage  at  669  East  I
Street,  with  additional  damage
extending  to  the  garage  at  677  East  I
Street.  The  fire  was  contained  without
extension into any living areas, and no
residents  were  displaced.  The  cause  of
both  fires  is  currently  under
investigation  by  the  Fire  Department's
investigation unit. - Fire Department

Update on Citywide Green Waste and
Weed Abatement Clean-up Program

On  Saturday  and  Sunday,  May  16  and  17,  the  Benicia  Fire
Department and the Benicia Public Works Department worked
together  with  Republic  Services  (formerly  Allied  Waste)  to
coordinate  the  annual  Citywide  Green  Waste  and  Weed
Abatement  Clean-up  Program.  Over  the  course  of  two  days,
Benicia residents dropped off over 131 truckloads of green waste.
The event was free of charge to city residents, and was intended
to assist citizens in reducing fire danger while helping to beautify
our neighborhoods. - Fire Department

MADD California Recognizes Benicia
Officer

Individuals,  agencies  and  organizations  from  across  the  state
were honored on Saturday, May 30 by MADD California for their
work  and  dedication  to  Eliminate  Drunk  Driving.  The  17th
Anniversary of the MADD California Statewide Law Enforcement
&  Community  Recognition  Dinner  was  held  at  the  Sheraton
Grand Hotel in Sacramento. MADD recognized law enforcement
officials,  government  agencies  and community  advocates  from
throughout the state, who have gone beyond the call of duty to
combat drunk driving, educate the public on the effects of this
violent crime and who have done their part in maintaining safer
roadways and communities.

Over  500  people  were  in  attendance  from  law  enforcement
agencies  all  over  California  to  attend  this  prestigious  gala.
Awards are given to individual officers, departments, state park
agencies,  media,  and  community  partners  whose  actions  and
policies  are  aligned  with  our  mission  to  stop  drunk  driving,
support the victims of this violent crime and prevent underage
drinking.

Benicia  Police  Sergeant  Damiean  Sylvester  was  awarded  the
MADD  California  Hero
Award  for  his
contribution  to  help
MADD  achieve  its
mission  to  stop  drunk
driving,  support  the
victims  of  this  violent
crime,  and  prevent
underage  drinking.
During  the  past  year,
Sergeant  Sylvester  made
DUI  enforcement  a  top
priority  of  his  patrol
duties.  Sgt.  Sylvester
made  21  DUI  arrests
while  only  worked  the
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Sunset Celebration
Weekend

Economic  Development  staff,  Tourism
Committee  members  and  other
committed  community  volunteers
staffed  the  Visit  Benicia  booth  at  the
annual Sunset Celebration Weekend on
June  6-7  at  Sunset  Magazine
headquarters in Menlo Park.  

Visitors  to  the  booth  were  given
collateral  materials  on how to  spend a
Great  Day  by  the  Bay  in  Benicia  and
signed up for a drawing held each day.
Drawing prizes were a hand-blown glass
bowl donated by Lindsay Art Glass and a
gift basket of items donated by Benicia
merchants valued at  $850! Nearly 550
entries  were  receive  over  the  two  day
event allowing staff to capture valuable
contact  information.  -  Economic
Development

Prescription Drug
Take-Back Results

The Prescription Drug Take-Back event
held  at  the  Benicia  Police  Department
on Saturday, May 16 was a big success.
227  individuals  dropped  off  a  total  of

night  shift  for  six
months.  Benicia  Police
Chief Erik Upson and Lt.
Frank Hartig accompanied Sgt. Sylvester, and his wife Tiffany, to
this event.

The  California  Statewide  Law  Enforcement  &  Community
Recognition  event  is  not  just  an  awards  ceremony;  it  is  a
powerful medium acknowledging the courage and strength of the
members of the community who stand up every day to make us
safer. Funding for this program was provided by a grant from the
California Office of Traffic Safety, through the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration.

MADD is a non-profit organization with approximately 2 million
members and supporters and 600 affiliates nationwide. MADD's
mission  is  to  stop  drunk  driving,  support  the  victims  of  this
violent  crime  and  prevent  underage  drinking.  -  Police
Department

New Benicia Businesses

The following is  a list  of  new business license applications for
newly licensed businesses or businesses with new locations or
owners. Please stop by and make them feel welcome:

Kimono LLC  - 1654 East 2nd Street,  owners: Jan and
Raffi Meric
Bay Area Metal Fabrication LLC  - 510 Stone Road,
owner: Jerry Lee
Cornerstone Financial Group  - 555 First Street,  Ste
303, owner: Craig Watkins
Badger  Daylighting  -  765  Teal  Drive,  owner:  100%
Publicly Held Corp. - Tor Wilson (CFO)
One Bella Casa, Inc. -  4271 Park Road, owners:  Gene
Benneth and Gary Saffin
4Ever Sala Thai - 718 First Street, owners Chamalporn
Kalayanam and Kay Loyola
The  Vintage  Owl  -  635  First  Street,  Owners:  Laurie
Anderson-Garcia and Jesse Garcia
Chompio - 4271 Park Road, Owners: Bruce Bierman and
Ross Valory
Julie Jedzinak  -  333 First  Street,  Ste  3,  Owner:  Julie
Jedzinak
Gallerie  Renee  Marie  -  1038  First  Street,  Owner:
Renee Jordan
Hometown  Tire
and  Automotive  -
4680  East  Second
Street,  Owner:  John
Baker
Distribution
International  -  537
Stone Road, Owners: 
Douglas  Waugaman

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=508aa468-3cd5-472...

8 of 11 9/1/2015 9:01 AM



450  lbs.  of  unused  prescription
medication  that  filled  nine  boxes!  In
addition,  25  gallons  of  sharps  were
collected.  

The  success  of  the  event  was  made
possible by the participation of Benicia
Police  Volunteers  Ron  Uhlman,  Dick
Meyer  and  Bruce  Shea  and  Travis  Air
Force  Base  volunteers  Senior  Airman
Scott  Wadsworth  and  Senior  Airman
Robert  Levesque  (pictured  with
Volunteer  Coordinator  Patti  Baron).  -
Police Department

and  Dave
Mantey

-  Economic
Development 

Update from Public Works

Here is a look at what the Public Works Department was up to
this past month. Were they in your neighborhood?

Maintenance - Sewer:

Customer Service Calls - Bayshore Road, 200 West H
Street, 3700 Park Road, 2000 East 3rd Street, 200 Eaton
Court and 700 East J Street

City Wide Cleanings - Service calls 475 Feet, scheduled
8,345  Feet  and  top-down  cleaning  31,200  Feet.  Total
Sewer  Lines  Cleaned  40,020  Feet  or  7.6  miles.  The
Departments  goal  is  to  clean  40  miles  of  the  150  mile
system every year.

Lift Station Cleaning - East 7th Street, Bayshore Road
and Wharf, Panorama Drive and East B Street which is 4
out of 23 stations in the City.

Repairs and Improvements - A six-inch sewer main
was  discovered  to  be  in  need  of  repair  during  routine
cleaning activities.  The broken main  was on the  Valero
easement near  the East  7th Street  pump station.  A city
maintenance crew uncovered the main by hand in order to
replace a 2-foot section of pipe. In another April repair,
Public Works Maintenance personnel replaced a section of
pipe  on  Eaton  Court.  The  main  at  this  location  had
developed a grade deficiency in the location of a private
lateral tie in. The crew excavated and replaced the main,
as well as a section of the lateral to correct the pipe slope
issue.

Maintenance - Streets/Water:

Water Distribution Crew - Water services replaced at:
La  Cruz,  Military  Cemetery,  400  Raymond  Drive,  100
Panorama Drive and 1400 Drolette Way. Crews poured a
concrete pad and set a meter box at 600 Industrial Way,
completed scheduled meter reading, and scheduled water
meter shut-offs for non-payment.

Street Crew  -  Crack  Sealing East  2nd north bound to
Industrial  Way  and  rock  alley  between  East  H  and  I
Street.  Filled pothole  on Industrial  Way,  Lake Herman,
West  7th Street  and pothole  repair  behind 900 West  L
Street. Setup Special Events: Benicia Classic Car Show and
Run for Education.  Legend paint and Industrial  Way at
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Park Road

Wastewater Treatment Plant:

Projects for April: Staff started working on the annual lift
station inspection and repair maintenance program at 23
sewer pump stations. Several pumps have been repaired
and lift stations themselves have had repairs done such as
new cable, handles and pump rail systems. This process
takes one to two months to complete.  We also had our
annual Generator inspection and testing under load. Staff
helps Pacific Power company staff on this project which
takes a couple of days to complete.

Wastewater Treatment Plant - Maintenance:    

Staff performed 49 preventive maintenance tasks as well
as closing out 2 corrective maintenance work orders.
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WWTP Plant performance:

The Plant processed 67.37 million gallons of raw
wastewater with no Permit exceedances.
Nutrient pollution removal; Biological Oxygen Demand
(BOD) = 97. %   Total Suspended Solids (TSS) = 99. %
The Effluent Acute Bioassy testing had a 90 % Survival
rate          

-Public Works

Grass Fire on Lake Herman Road

On  May  31  at  1:57  AM,  the  Benicia  Fire  Department  was
dispatched to 3000 Lake Herman Road for a report of a grass
fire.  Eight  units  responded with  mutual  aid  provided by  both
Fairfield  and  Vallejo  Fire  Departments.  Upon  arrival,  the  fire
appeared to be southeast of the dam road. Access to the fire was
difficult,  but responding crews were able to establish fire lines
and kept the fire contained to within 10 acres. After salvage and
overhaul,  all  units  were  back  in  service  as  of  9:12  AM.  As
California enters its fourth year of severe drought, the conditions
for wildland fires are at a peak. - Fire Department

Email  your  questions  or  comments  to  City  Manager  Brad  Kilger  at
edev@ci.benicia.ca.us. For additional information on any of the items in this
report, please contact one of the following departments:

City Manager/Human Resources/I.T./City Clerk: 707.746.4200
City Attorney: 707.746.4216
Community Development: 707.746.4280
Economic Development: 707.746.4202
Finance Department: 707.746.4225
Fire Department: 707.746.4275
Library: 707.746.4343
Parks & Community Services: 707.746.4285
Police Department: 707.746.4265
Public Works: 707.746.4240
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