
June	16,	2009	Regular	Meeting	
BENICIA	CITY	COUNCIL	
REGULAR	MEETING	AGENDA	
City	Council	Chambers	
June	16,	2009	
7:00	P.M.	
Times	set	forth	for	the	agenda	items	are	estimates.	
Items	may	be	heard	before	or	after	the	times	designated.	
I.	CALL	TO	ORDER	(7:00	P.M.):	
II.	CLOSED	SESSION:	
III.	CONVENE	OPEN	SESSION:	
A.	ROLL	CALL	
B.	PLEDGE	OF	ALLEGIANCE	
C.	REFERENCE	TO	THE	FUNDAMENTAL	RIGHTS	OF	PUBLIC	
IV.	ANNOUNCEMENTS/APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/	PROCLAMATIONS:	
A.	ANNOUNCEMENTS:	
1.	Announcement	of	action	taken	at	Closed	Session,	if	any.	
2.	Openings	on	Boards	and	Commissions:	
Sky	Valley	Open	Space	Committee:	
One	unexpired	term	to	September	30,	2010	
One	full	term	to	January	31,	2013	
Parks,	Recreation	and	Cemetery	Commission:	
One	unexpired	term	to	March	31,	2010	
Open	Government	Commission:	
One	unexpired	term	to	November	30,	2010	
Benicia	Housing	Authority	Board	of	Commissioners	
One	full	term	to	July	31,	2013	
Library	Board	of	Trustees	
One	full	term	to	July	31,	2012	
Historic	Preservation	Review	Commission	
Two	full	terms	to	July	31,	2013	
Human	Services	&	Arts	Board	
Three	full	terms	to	July	31,	2013	
3.	Mayor’s	Office	Hours:	
Mayor	Patterson	will	maintain	an	open	office	every	Monday	(except	holidays)	in	the	Mayor’s	
Office	of	City	Hall	from	6:00	p.m.	to	7:00	p.m.	No	appointment	is	necessary.	Other	meeting	
times	may	be	scheduled	through	the	City	Hall	office	at	746-4200.	
B.	APPOINTMENTS:	
C.	PRESENTATIONS:	
D.	PROCLAMATIONS:	
1.	Recognition	of	Shop	Benicia	First	program	
2.	Recognition	of	Craig	Snider	as	Solano	County’s	Bicycle	Commuter	of	the	Year	
V.	ADOPTION	OF	AGENDA:	
VI.	OPPORTUNITY	FOR	PUBLIC	COMMENT:	



This	portion	of	the	meeting	is	reserved	for	persons	wishing	to	address	the	Council	on	any	
matter	not	on	the	agenda	that	is	within	the	subject	matter	jurisdiction	of	the	City	Council.	
State	law	prohibits	the	City	Council	from	responding	to	or	acting	upon	matters	not	listed	on	
the	agenda.	
Each	speaker	has	a	maximum	of	five	minutes	for	public	comment.	If	others	have	already	
expressed	your	position,	you	may	simply	indicate	that	you	agree	with	a	previous	speaker.	If	
appropriate,	a	spokesperson	may	present	the	views	of	your	entire	group.	Speakers	may	not	
make	personal	attacks	on	council	members,	staff	or	members	of	the	public,	or	make	
comments	which	are	slanderous	or	which	may	invade	an	individual’s	personal	privacy.	
A.	WRITTEN	COMMENT	
B.	PUBLIC	COMMENT	
VII.	CONSENT	CALENDAR	(7:45	P.M.):	
Items	listed	on	the	Consent	Calendar	are	considered	routine	and	will	be	enacted,	approved	or	
adopted	by	one	motion	unless	a	request	for	removal	or	explanation	is	received	from	a	Council	
Member,	staff	or	member	of	the	public.	Items	removed	from	the	Consent	Calendar	shall	be	
considered	immediately	following	the	adoption	of	the	Consent	Calendar.	
A.	Approval	of	Minutes	of	June	1,	2009	and	June	2,	2009.	(City	Clerk)	
B.	Denial	of	the	claim	against	the	City	by	Jonathan	Lamet	and	referral	to	insurance	
carrier.	(City	Attorney)	
Claimant	alleges	he	was	given	permission	by	city	staff	to	build	a	shed	without	needing	a	
permit.	After	he	started	the	shed,	a	neighbor	complained	and	city	staff	then	told	him	to	
remove	the	shed.	He	is	requesting	reimbursement	for	the	supplies	he	purchased.	A	previous	
staff	member	allegedly	approved	the	claimant’s	plans	to	build	the	shed.	After	complaints	
were	received,	current	staff	placed	a	stop	work	order.	While	staff	regrets	the	confusion,	staff	
cannot	knowingly	approve	an	illegal	project	and	must	put	a	stop	work	order	on	the	project.	
There	is	no	city	liability	per	Government	Code	Section	820.2.	
Recommendation:	Deny	the	claim	against	the	City.	
C.	Acceptance	of	a	proposal	for	publishing	and	printing	legal	notices	from	the	Benicia	Herald	
and	approval	of	an	agreement	between	the	City	and	Benicia	Herald	for	Fiscal	Years	
2009/2010	and	2010/2011.	(City	Clerk)	
Certain	official	advertisements,	notices,	resolutions	and	other	documents	are	required	to	be	
published	in	a	newspaper.	The	law	requires	that	the	newspaper	qualify	as	a	newspaper	of	
general	circulation.	Bids	were	sent	to	both	the	Benicia	Herald	and	the	Vallejo	Times	Herald.	
The	Benicia	Herald	is	the	only	local	paper	that	met	the	qualifications	and	provided	a	bid.	The	
current	contract	between	the	City	of	Benicia	and	Benicia	Herald	will	end	on	June	30,	2009.	
This	is	a	routine	issue	that	is	acted	upon	by	Council	every	two	years.	
Recommendation:	Adopt	the	resolution	accepting	the	proposal	for	publishing	and	printing	
legal	notices	from	the	Benicia	Herald	and	authorize	the	execution	of	an	agreement	between	
the	City	and	the	Benicia	Herald	for	Fiscal	Years	2009/2010	and	2010/2011.	
D.	Second	reading	of	campaign	ordinance	regarding	contribution	and	voluntary	spending	
limits.	(City	Attorney)	
At	the	June	2,	2009	City	Council	meeting,	the	Council	introduced	an	ordinance	providing	for	
contribution	limits	and	voluntary	expenditure	limits	with	minor	revisions.	This	ordinance	
includes	the	requested	changes.	



Recommendation:	Adopt	the	ordinance	adding	a	new	Chapter	1.42	(Contribution	and	
Voluntary	Spending	Limits)	to	establish	a	$250	contribution	limit,	restrict	loans	for	council	
elections,	regulate	the	use	of	personal	funds	in	an	election,	establish	voluntary	spending	
limits	and	to	provide	for	a	city	sponsored	debate.	
E.	Award	of	Contract	for	Chemical	Purchases	for	Water	Treatment	purposes.	(Public	Works	
Director)	
This	action	allows	the	City	to	purchase	chemicals	necessary	for	water	treatment	for	fiscal	year	
2009/10.	In	1994,	Benicia,	along	with	ten	other	agencies	in	and	around	Solano	County,	joined	
the	North	Bay	Chemical	Agency	Pool,	the	purpose	of	which	allows	the	best	possible	pricing	
through	bulk	purchasing.	Sufficient	funds	are	available	in	each	plant’s	operations	account	to	
cover	the	chemical	costs.	
Recommendation:	Adopt	a	resolution	accepting	bids	and	awarding	contracts	to	the	lowest	
responsible	bidders	for	furnishing	chemicals	for	the	water	treatment	for	fiscal	year	2009/10	
and	authorizing	the	City	Manager	to	sign	the	contracts	on	behalf	of	the	City.	
F.	Proposition	1B	disbursement	for	the	2009	Citywide	Street	Resurfacing	Project.	(Public	
Works	Director)	
In	2007,	California	voters	approved	the	sale	of	almost	$20	billion	in	bonds	for	local	road	and	
street	improvement,	congestion	relief	and	traffic	safety	projects	(Proposition	1B).	After	
reviewing	Benicia’s	transportation	needs,	it	is	recommended	that	the	remaining	$415,009	of	
Proposition	1B	funds	be	allocated	the	2009	Citywide	Street	Resurfacing	project.	With	this	
allocation	and	expected	funding	from	gas	tax	revenue	and	Proposition	42	funds,	$1	million	in	
street	resurfacing	may	occur	this	summer.	
Recommendation:	Adopt	the	attached	resolution	requesting	from	the	California	Department	
of	Finance	a	disbursement	of	Proposition	1B	bond	funding	in	the	amount	of	$415,009	for	the	
2009	Citywide	Street	Resurfacing	project	and	authorizing	the	Director	of	Public	Works	to	
submit	the	application	on	behalf	of	the	City.	
G.	Accept	the	Edward	Byrne	Memorial	Justice	Assistance	Grant.(Police	Chief)	
The	County	of	Solano	and	the	Cities	of	Benicia,	Dixon,	Fairfield,	Suisun	City,	Vacaville	and	
Vallejo	are	jointly	eligible	for	an	award	of	$1,014,930	from	the	2009	Edward	Byrne	Memorial	
Justice	Assistance	Grant	of	which	$24,878	is	allocated	to	the	City	of	Benicia	to	fund	the	
replacement	of	in-car	computers.	The	current	in-car	computers	have	reached	their	useful	life	
and	are	no	longer	compatible	with	the	latest	versions	of	software	upgrades.	
Recommendation:	Adopt	the	attached	resolution	accepting	the	2009	Edward	Byrne	Memorial	
Justice	Assistance	Grant	in	the	amount	of	$24,878.	
H.	Purchase	and	placement	of	the	restroom	facility	for	Jack	London	Park.	(Parks	and	
Community	Services	Director)	
The	former	restroom	facility	at	Jack	London	Park	was	destroyed	by	fire	caused	by	vandals	on	
October	18,	2008.	The	restroom	facility	was	totally	destroyed	and	razed	by	staff	shortly	after	
the	incident.	Presently,	portable	lavatories	have	been	placed	on	site.	To	remedy	this	situation	
and	maintain	a	permanent	restroom	facility	at	the	park,	staff	is	requesting	authorization	to	
purchase	and	install	the	new	restroom	facility.	The	cost	to	purchase	and	place	a	new	
restroom	facility	is	$150,796.	The	City	has	received	two	insurance	reimbursements	checks	
totaling	$141,999.	These	funds	were	deposited	in	the	Facility	Maintenance	Fund	Account	No.	



113-9205-7710.	The	remaining	balance	of	$8,797	shall	be	paid	by	the	insurance	carrier	upon	
our	receipt	of	the	restroom	materials.	
Recommendation:	Adopt	a	resolution	authorizing	the	purchase	and	placement	of	a	new	
restroom	facility	at	Jack	London	Park	in	the	amount	of	$150,796.	This	restroom	facility	is	a	
replacement	to	the	former	restroom	that	was	destroyed	by	fire.	
I.	Resolution	of	the	City	Council	of	the	City	of	Benicia	supporting	the	Save	our	State	Parks	
Campaign.	(Parks	and	Community	Services	Director)	
The	Governor	of	the	State	of	California	has	proposed,	in	his	May	budget	revision,	to	eliminate	
state	funding	for	the	state	park	system,	resulting	in	the	closure	of	220	state	parks,	including	
the	Benicia	Capitol	State	Historic	Park	and	Benicia	State	Recreation	Area.	
Recommendation:	Adopt	a	resolution	supporting	efforts	to	prevent	the	closure	of	220	state	
parks,	including	the	Benicia	Capitol	State	Historic	Park	and	the	Benicia	State	Recreation	Area	
and	urging	the	State	Legislature	to	reject	any	proposal	to	close	said	parks.	
J.	Resolution	providing	for	and	requesting	the	Board	of	Supervisors	permit	the	Registrar	of	
Voters	to	provide	specified	services	in	connection	with	the	General	Municipal	Election	to	be	
held	November	3,	2009.	(City	Clerk)	
This	resolution	is	required	pursuant	to	Elections	Code	Section	10002.	
Recommendation:	Adopt	the	resolution	which	will	enable	the	City	of	Benicia	to	obtain	the	
services	of	the	Registrar	of	Voters	office	in	the	November	3,	2009	Election.	
K.	Resolution	calling	for	the	Consolidated	Districts	Election	November	3,	2009	and	fees	
related	to	that	election.	
This	Resolution	meets	the	requirement	of	the	Government	Code	calling	for	a	General	
Municipal	Election,	setting	a	date	for	that	election,	and	identifying	the	officers	of	the	City	for	
which	the	election	is	proposed.	It	also	allows	waiving	statement	fees	for	the	candidates	who	
agree	to	the	Voluntary	Code	of	Fair	Campaign	Practices.	
Recommendation:	Adopt	the	Resolution	calling	and	giving	Notice	of	the	General	Municipal	
Election	to	be	held	Tuesday,	November	3,	2009	and	waiving	the	fees	to	the	candidates	for	
publication	of	their	statements	if	the	candidate	agrees	to	the	Voluntary	Code	of	Fair	
Campaign	Practices.	
L.	Approval	to	waive	the	reading	of	all	ordinances	introduced	and	adopted	pursuant	to	this	
agenda.	
VIII.	PUBLIC	HEARINGS	(8:00	P.M.):	
A	public	hearing	should	not	exceed	one	hour	in	length.	To	maximize	public	participation,	the	
council	requests	that	speakers	be	concise	and	avoid	repetition	of	the	remarks	of	prior	
speakers.	Instead,	please	simply	state	whether	you	agree	with	prior	speakers.	
A.	Downtown	Historic	District	Overlay	Boundary.	(Community	Development	Director)	–	
Continued	from	June	2,	2009	City	Council	Meeting	
At	the	March	17,	2009	meeting,	the	City	Council	approved	an	update	to	the	City’s	Downtown	
Historic	Resource	Inventory,	including	several	district	boundary	changes,	as	recommended	by	
the	Historic	Survey	Ad	Hoc	Committee,	the	Historic	Preservation	Review	Commission,	and	the	
Planning	Commission.	The	original	district	boundary	was	expanded	to	include	a	new	exclave	
on	East	K	Street,	327	Gull	Point	Court,	and	470	West	J	Street.	The	boundary	was	not	changed	
around	410	and	420	West	K	Street.	Based	on	property	owners’	concerns,	Council	Member	



Hughes	has	requested	reconsideration	of	the	district	boundary	around	410	and	420	West	K	
Street.	
Recommendation:	Maintain	the	boundary	of	the	Downtown	Historic	Overlay	District.	
IX.	ACTION	ITEMS	(9:00	P.M.):	
A.	First	reading	and	introduction	of	an	ordinance	amending	Chapter	8.38	(Graffiti	Control)	of	
Title	8	(Health	and	Safety)	of	the	Municipal	Code.	(Police	Chief)	
Graffiti	vandalism	creates	a	public	health	and	safety	issue	and	constitutes	a	public	nuisance,	
which	must	be	abated	in	a	timely	manner.	While	the	City	has	had	a	strong	anti-graffiti	
ordinance	in	place	since	1996,	further	amendments	are	necessary	to	maximize	the	City’s	
ability	to	combat	and	prevent	graffiti.	
Recommendation:	Introduce	an	ordinance	amending	Chapter	8.38	(Graffiti	Control)	of	Title	8	
(Health	and	Safety).	
X.	INFORMATIONAL	ITEMS	(9:30	P.M.):	
A.	City	Manager	Reports	
1.	Invitation	to	Local	Government	Summit	on	Governance	and	Fiscal	Reform	–	July	17-18,	
2009	
B.	Council	Member	Committee	Reports:	
(Council	Members	serve	on	various	internal	and	external	committees	on	behalf	of	the	City.	
Current	agendas,	minutes	and	meeting	schedules,	as	available,	from	these	various	
committees	are	included	in	the	agenda	packet.	Oral	reports	by	Council	Members	are	made	
only	by	exception.)	
1.	Mayor’s	Committee	Meeting.	(Mayor	Patterson)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	June	17,	2009	
2.	Association	of	Bay	Area	Governments	(ABAG).	(Mayor	Patterson	&	Vice	Mayor	Campbell)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	October	22,	2009	–	Fall	General	Assembly	
3.	Finance,	Audit	&	Budget	Committee.	(Vice	Mayor	Campbell	&	Council	Member	
Schwartzman)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	June	24,	2009	
4.	League	of	California	Cities.	(Mayor	Patterson	&	Council	Member	Schwartzman)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	July	17-18,	2009	–	Local	Government	Summit	
5.	School	Liaison	Committee.	(Council	Members	Ioakimedes	&	Hughes)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	June	18,	2009	
6.	Sky	Valley	Open	Space	Committee.	(Vice	Mayor	Campbell	&	Council	Member	Ioakimedes)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	August	5,	2009	
7.	Solano	EDC	Board	of	Directors.	(Mayor	Patterson	&	Council	Member	Ioakimedes)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	July	23,	2009	
8.	Solano	Transportation	Authority	(STA).	(Mayor	Patterson	&	Council	Member	Schwartzman)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	July	8,	2009	
9.	Solano	Water	Authority/Solano	County	Water	Agency	and	Delta	Committee.	(Mayor	
Patterson	&	Vice	Mayor	Campbell)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	July	9,	2009	
10.	Traffic,	Pedestrian	and	Bicycle	Safety	Committee.	(Vice	Mayor	Campbell	&	Council	
Member	Hughes)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	July	16,	2009	



11.	Tri-City	and	County	Regional	Parks	and	Open	Space.	(Vice	Mayor	Campbell	&	Council	
Member	Hughes)	
Next	Meeting	Dates:	Date	to	be	determined	in	September	2009	
12.	Valero	Community	Advisory	Panel	(CAP).	(Council	Member	Hughes)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	To	be	determined.	
13.	Youth	Action	Coalition.	(Council	Members	Ioakimedes	&	Schwartzman)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	June	24,	2009	
14.	ABAG/CAL	FED	Task	Force/Bay	Area	Water	Forum.	(Mayor	Patterson)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	June	22,	2009	
XI.	COUNCIL	MEMBER	REPORTS:	
XII.	ADJOURNMENT	(9:40	P.M.):	
Public	Participation	
The	Benicia	City	Council	welcomes	public	participation.	
Pursuant	to	the	Brown	Act,	each	public	agency	must	provide	the	public	with	an	opportunity	
to	speak	on	any	matter	within	the	subject	matter	jurisdiction	of	the	agency	and	which	is	not	
on	the	agency's	agenda	for	that	meeting.	The	City	Council	allows	speakers	to	speak	on	non-
agendized	matters	under	public	comment,	and	on	agendized	items	at	the	time	the	agenda	
item	is	addressed	at	the	meeting.	Comments	are	limited	to	no	more	than	five	minutes	per	
speaker.	By	law,	no	action	may	be	taken	on	any	item	raised	during	the	public	comment	
period	although	informational	answers	to	questions	may	be	given	and	matters	may	be	
referred	to	staff	for	placement	on	a	future	agenda	of	the	City	Council.	
Should	you	have	material	you	wish	to	enter	into	the	record,	please	submit	it	to	the	City	
Manager.	
Disabled	Access	
In	compliance	with	the	Americans	with	Disabilities	Act	(ADA),	if	you	need	special	assistance	
to	participate	in	this	meeting,	please	contact	Valerie	Ruxton,	the	ADA	Coordinator,	at	(707)	
746-4211.	Notification	48	hours	prior	to	the	meeting	will	enable	the	City	to	make	reasonable	
arrangements	to	ensure	accessibility	to	this	meeting.	
Meeting	Procedures	
All	items	listed	on	this	agenda	are	for	Council	discussion	and/or	action.	In	accordance	with	
the	Brown	Act,	each	item	is	listed	and	includes,	where	appropriate,	further	description	of	the	
item	and/or	a	recommended	action.	The	posting	of	a	recommended	action	does	not	limit,	or	
necessarily	indicate,	what	action	may	be	taken	by	the	City	Council.	
Pursuant	to	Government	Code	Section	65009,	if	you	challenge	a	decision	of	the	City	Council	in	
court,	you	may	be	limited	to	raising	only	those	issues	you	or	someone	else	raised	at	the	
public	hearing	described	in	this	notice,	or	in	written	correspondence	delivered	to	the	City	
Council	at,	or	prior	to,	the	public	hearing.	You	may	also	be	limited	by	the	ninety	(90)	day	
statute	of	limitations	in	which	to	challenge	in	court	certain	administrative	decisions	and	
orders	(Code	of	Civil	Procedure	1094.6)	to	file	and	serve	a	petition	for	administrative	writ	of	
mandate	challenging	any	final	City	decisions	regarding	planning	or	zoning.	
The	decision	of	the	City	Council	is	final	as	of	the	date	of	its	decision	unless	judicial	review	is	
initiated	pursuant	to	California	Code	of	Civil	Procedures	Section	1094.5.	Any	such	petition	for	
judicial	review	is	subject	to	the	provisions	of	California	Code	of	Civil	Procedure	Section	
1094.6.	



Public	Records	
The	agenda	packet	for	this	meeting	is	available	at	the	City	Manager's	Office	and	the	Benicia	
Public	Library	during	regular	working	hours.	To	the	extent	feasible,	the	packet	is	also	
available	on	the	City's	web	page	at	www.ci.benicia.ca.usunder	the	heading	"Agendas	and	
Minutes."	Public	records	related	to	an	open	session	agenda	item	that	are	distributed	after	the	
agenda	packet	is	prepared	are	available	before	the	meeting	at	the	City	Manager's	Office	
located	at	250	East	L	Street,	Benicia,	or	at	the	meeting	held	in	the	Council	Chambers.	If	you	
wish	to	submit	written	information	on	an	agenda	item,	please	submit	to	the	City	Clerk	as	
soon	as	possible	so	that	it	may	be	distributed	to	the	City	Council.	
IV-D-1	Proclamation.pdf			
IV-D-2	Proclamation.pdf			
VII-A	Minutes	060109.pdf			
VII-A	Minutes	060209.pdf			
VII-B	Denial	of	Claim.pdf			
VII-C	Legal	Notices	Publishing.pdf			
VII-D	Campaign	Spending	Ord.pdf			
VII-E	WT	Chemical	Contract.pdf			
VII-F	Street	Resurfacing.pdf			
VII-G	Grant	Acceptance.pdf			
VII-H	Jack	London	Restrooms.pdf			
VII-I	Save	Our	State	Parks.pdf			
VII-J	November	Election.pdf			
VII-K	Consolidated	Election.pdf			
VIII-A	Downtown	Historic	Overlay	Dist.pdf			
IX-A	Graffiti	Ordinance.pdf			
X-A-1	Local	Govt	Summit.pdf			
X-B-1	Council	Committee	Reports.pdf			

	






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































