
June 17, 2003  
The Benicia City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. Copies of Council Agendas are available in the City Clerk's office on the Friday afternoon before the Council meeting. 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING - CITY COUNCIL JUNE 17, 2003  A special meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called by Mayor Steve Messina at 7:16 p.m. Tuesday, June 17, 2003.  ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION: Linda S. Purdy, City Clerk, stated the Benicia City Council is called to order and announced that the Council will immediately convene in Closed Session to discuss the following:  CLOSED SESSION 
Conference with Legal Counsel - Existing Litigation (Subdivision (a) of Government Code Section 54956.9)  Name of Case: Benicia Unified School District v. City of Benicia  Conference with Legal Counsel - Anticipated Litigation (Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 54956.9 of the Government Code)  1 Claim  Notice was duly given twenty-four hours prior to the meeting by the City Clerk.  Adjourned to Closed Session at 7:17 p.m. 

 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING - CITY COUNCIL JUNE 17, 2003  The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by Mayor Steve Messina at 7:40 p.m. Tuesday, June 17, 2003, in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of which are recorded on tape.  ROLL CALL: Present:   Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Absent:   Council Member Bidou  Mayor Messina requested a moment of silence in memory of Louis Bidou, father of Council Member Bidou, who had passed away earlier in the day.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Messina led the pledge to the flag.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: Mayor Messina announced action taken in Closed Session as follows: Re: Conference with Legal Counsel - Existing Litigation - Benicia Unified School District v. City of Benicia - gave direction to staff to conclude a settlement agreement. Re: Conference with Legal Counsel - Anticipated Litigation - 1 Case - gave direction to staff to settle claim. 



 FORMATION OF MAYOR’S COMMITTEE - PEOPLE USING RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY (PURE) Mayor Messina announced the formation of a Mayor’s Committee - People Using Resources Efficiently (PURE); Committee will help to expedite the construction of a water reuse facility, increase awareness in the community, provide education to State legislators and boards and advance citywide water conservation and reuse; applications available in the City Manager’s office.  PROCLAMATIONS: PARKS & RECREATION MONTH - JULY 2003 Mayor Messina read the Proclamation; accepted by Sandy Moriarty, Vice Chair, Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Commission.  CAMEL RACE DAYS, JUNE 21-22, 2003 Mayor Messina read the Proclamation; accepted by Jackie Hebson, Camel Race Coordinator.  ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: Mayor Messina asked if there were any changes to the Agenda.  On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, and unanimously carried, Agenda was adopted as presented.  COMMUNICATIONS: WRITTEN: PUBLIC COMMENT: 
1. Bob Mutch, 695 Knight Drive, looking for volunteers for the Benicia Citizens Core Council (BCCC); volunteers for this program are trained to help during disasters. 2. Richard Bortolazzo, 846 Dorset, spoke about his property located in the Arsenal; potential building was stopped by a citizen’s petition; property now being used as a dumping site for refuse and vandalism; will provide copy of title policy to City; would like to participate in any improvement of the Arsenal area. 3. Janet Grothe, Valero Refinery, and Dana Dean, Good Neighbor Steering Committee and CREATE, thanked the Council, City Manager and City Attorney for their help in negotiating a settlement agreement for the Valero Improvement Project; CREATE will support the project as it is now characterized; suggested placing the agreement on a future agenda so it can be explained.  

Mayor Messina requested that this item be placed on a future Agenda. 
4. Larry Fullington, 833 Clifton Court, thanked Alan Nadritch, Finance Director, for his direction of the Finance Department during the last ten years; extended good wishes to Mr. Nadritch on his retirement. 5. Wayne Hutchings, 1515 Karen Drive, gave a status report on Karen Drive parking issue; mediation is scheduled for the end of July; issues appear to be getting worse. 6. Guillermo, Vallejo resident, complained about the condition of the sidewalks on the 100 block of First Street.  

CONSENT CALENDAR: Mayor Messina asked if there were any requests for items to be pulled; requests were made for Items D, I and K to be pulled.  On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, and unanimously carried, the following items were approved under the Consent Calendar:  Minutes of June 2, 2003 and June 3, 2003.  Denial of Claim and referral to insurance carrier (Barnes).  



RESOLUTION NO. 03-78 - A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL FOR LEGAL PUBLICATIONS FROM THE BENICIA HERALD, AWARDING THE CONTRACT FOR FISCAL YEARS 2003/2004 AND 2004/2005 AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE SAID CONTRACT  RESOLUTION NO. 03-79 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF SOLANO LIBRARY DEPARTMENT TO PROVIDE AUTOMATION SERVICES TO THE BENICIA PUBLIC LIBRARY AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER AND LIBRARY DIRECTOR TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY  RESOLUTION NO. 03-80 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AGREEMENT WITH THE NORTH BAY COOPERATIVE LIBRARY SYSTEM TO PROVIDE THE SUPERSEARCH INTERLIBRARY LOAN PROGRAM TO THE BENICIA PUBLIC LIBRARY AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY  RESOLUTION NO. 03-81 - A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BIDS, AWARDING THE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF $89,924.25 TO R.D. EVANS GRADING AND PAVING OF FORESTHILL, CALIFORNIA FOR THE MILITARY EAST (EAST 5TH TO EAST 7TH STREET) OVERLAY PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY  RESOLUTION NO. 03-82 - A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BIDS, AWARDING THE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF $424,499.50 TO PFISTER EXCAVATING OF VALLEJO, CALIFORNIA FOR THE CAROLINA DRIVE WATER AND SEWER LINE REPLACEMENT PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY  RESOLUTION NO. 03-83 - A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE BIDS AND AWARDING CONTRACTS TO THE LOWEST RESPONSIBLE BIDDERS TO FURNISH CHEMICALS TO THE CITY OF BENICIA FOR THE TREATMENT OF WATER AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE CONTRACTS ON BEHALF OF THE CITY  ORDINANCE NO. 03-3 - AN ORDINANCE REZONING THE NORTHGATE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CHURCH PROPERTY (APN: 181-260-090) TO OPEN SPACE (OS)  RESOLUTION NO. 03- 84 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING COMPLETION OF THE EMERGENCY REPAIR WORK TO CITY HALL AND DIRECTING STAFF TO SUBMIT A PROGRESS REPORT AT THE NEXT SCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETING  Waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and adopted pursuant to this Agenda. 
(END OF CONSENT CALENDAR) 

 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2003/2004 AND 2004/2005 OPERATING AND CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT BUDGET FOR THE MARINA OPERATIONS FUND, AND THE PROPOSED FUND 
TRANSFERS OUT OF THE GENERAL FUND INTO THE MARINA OPERATION FUND 
Mayor Messina and Jim Erickson, City Manager, did not participate in this discussion due to Conflict of 
Interest. Vice Mayor Campbell chaired this portion of the meeting. 
 
Alan Nadritch, Finance Director, reviewed the transfers and appropriations to this fund. 
 
One concerned citizen spoke on this item. 
 
Council took the following action: 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-85 - A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2003-2004 AND 2004-2005 
OPERATING AND CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT BUDGET FOR THE MARINA OPERATIONS FUND, 
AND THE PROPOSED FUND TRANSFERS OUT OF THE GENERAL FUND INTO THE MARINA 



OPERATIONS FUND 
On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, the above Resolution was 
adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Smith and Whitney 
Noes:   None 
Absent:   Council Member Bidou 
Abstain:   Mayor Messina 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING TASK ORDER NO. 14 WITH CULLEN-SHERRY & ASSOCIATES IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $37,995 FOR CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT AND INSPECTION SERVICES FOR 
2003 BENICIA MARINA MAINTENANCE DREDGING PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING THE 
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE TASK ORDER 
Mayor Messina and Jim Erickson, City Manager, did not participate in this discussion due to Conflict of 
Interest. Vice Mayor Campbell chaired this portion of the meeting. 
 
Council took the following action: 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-86 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING TASK ORDER NO. 14 WITH CULLEN-
SHERRY & ASSOCIATES IN THE AMOUNT OF $37,995 FOR CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT AND 
INSPECTION SERVICES FOR THE 2003 BENICIA MARINA MAINTENANCE DREDGING 
PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING THE ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE TASK ORDER 
ON BEHALF OF THE CITY 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney, the above Resolution was 
adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Smith and Whitney 
Noes:   None 
Absent:   Council Member Bidou 
Abstain:   Mayor Messina 
 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2003/2004 AND 2004/2005 OPERATING AND CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT BUDGET EXCEPT THAT PORTION WHICH ADDRESSES THE MARINA 
OPERATIONS FUND, AND THE PROPOSED FUND TRANSFER OUT OF THE GENERAL FUND 
INTO THE MARINA OPERATIONS FUND 
Mayor Messina and Jim Erickson, City Manager, reviewed the budget process, proposed changes, 
State Budget impacts, maintaining the reserve level; budget will be reviewed on a quarterly basis. 
 
Council Member Smith commented on items in the budget that were approved and those that were 
not; would like to see an additional partnership with the School District now that the pending lawsuit 
maybe settled; proposed restoring partial funding to the Tula/Sister City Program. 
 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney, and unanimously 
approved, funding of $1000 was approved for the Tula/Sister City Program, with the condition that 
they submit a budget plan. 
 
Vice Mayor Campbell stated that it appeared that the current proposed budget was very close to being 
balanced; requested verification. 
 
Two concerned citizens spoke on this item. 
 
Jim Erickson, City Manager, affirmed that the proposed budget for 2003/2004 was within 
approximately $25,000 of being balanced. 
 
Council took the following action: 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-87 - A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2003-2004 AND 2004-2005 
OPERATING AND CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT BUDGET EXCEPT THAT PORTION WHICH 



ADDRESSES THE MARINA OPERATIONS FUND, AND THE PROPOSED FUND TRANSFER OUT 
OF THE GENERAL FUND INTO THE MARINA OPERATIONS FUND, AS AMENDED 
On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, the above Resolution was 
adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
Absent:   Council Member Bidou 
 
SECOND READING AND ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE THE NORTHGATE 
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CHURCH PROPERTY 
Council Member Smith requested that this item be pulled from the Consent Calendar: stated he was 
not in opposition to the project; ordinance opposite of zoning required; does not see the logic; will 
oppose. 
 
Council took the following action: 
ORDINANCE NO. 03 - 3 - AN ORDINANCE REZONING THE NORTHGATE CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH PROPERTY (APN: 181-260-090) TO OPEN SPACE (OS) 
On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Campbell, the above Ordinance 
was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Whitney and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   Council Member Smith 
Absent:   Council Member Bidou 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
PUBLIC HEARING ON A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE GENERAL PLAN 
TO CLARIFY AND REAFFIRM THE URBAN GROWTH BOUNDARY 
Brenda Gillarde, Principal Planner, stated that the changes requested by the Council at the last 
meeting had been made; read and reviewed those changes. 
 
Mayor Messina opened the Public Hearing. Legal notice was given. No written protests received. No 
one spoke for or against this item. 
 
Mayor Messina closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Council Member Smith questioned the necessity of an Environmental Impact Report; an additional 
measure on the November ballot is a waste of money. 
 
Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, stated that the changes that have been made were covered by the 
existing EIR. 
 
Vice Mayor Campbell stated that he will support this Resolution because it contains better language, 
however he will not support putting an additional ballot measure on the November election ballot. 
 
Council took the following action: 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-88 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE GENERAL 
PLAN TO CLARIFY AND REAFFIRM THE URBAN GROWTH BOUNDARY 
On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Campbell, the above Resolution 
was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Whitney and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   Council Member Smith 
Absent:   Council Member Bidou 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON A RESOLUTION ORDERING THE MAINTENANCE OF EXISTING 
IMPROVEMENTS IN ALL FIVE ZONES IN THE DISTRICT, CONFIRMING THE ASSESSMENT 



DIAGRAM, APPROVING THE ENGINEER’S REPORT AND ORDERING THE LEVY AND 
COLLECTION OF ASSESSMENTS 
FOR THE CITY OF BENICIA LANDSCAPING AND LIGHTING DISTRICT, FISCAL YEAR 2003-04 
Mayor Messina read the required legal statement preceding the Public Hearing. 
 
Dan Schiada, Interim Director Public Works, read additional legal statement. 
 
Mayor Messina opened the Public Hearing. Legal notice was given. No written protest received. No one 
spoke for or against this item. 
 
Mayor Messina closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Council Member Smith stated that the cost of the districts was approaching the revenue collected; cost 
will exceed revenue in 2005/06; rate hikes can be expected. 
 
Council took the following action: 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-89 - A RESOLUTION ORDERING THE MAINTENANCE OF EXISTING 
IMPROVEMENTS IN ALL FIVE ZONES OF THE DISTRICT, CONFIRMING THE ASSESSMENT 
DIAGRAM, APPROVING THE ENGINEER’S REPORT AND ORDERING THE LEVY AND 
COLLECTION OF CERTAIN ASSESSMENT FOR THE CITY OF BENICIA LANDSCAPING AND 
LIGHTING DISTRICT, FISCAL YEAR 2003-04 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney, the above Resolution was 
adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
Absent:   Council Member Bidou 
 
REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER: 
UPDATE ON THE NEW POLICE FACILITY AND CIVIC CENTER IMPROVEMENTS AND PUBLIC 
EDUCATION PLAN 
Jim Trimble, Police Chief, gave an update report; drawings have been received from the architect; 
seismic evaluation shows that in the event of a 5.0 magnitude earthquake the building will be 
rendered inoperable; public education plan is moving forward; reviewed education plan to date; fact 
sheet to citizens will be sent out on June 18, 2003; survey will be done in early July and a 
recommendation will be made to the Council at the July 15, 2003 meeting. 
 
REPORTS FROM CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 
BI-MONTHLY COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
MAYOR’S COMMITTEE MEETING 
Mayor Messina stated that the next meeting would be held on June 18, 2003; the State Budget crisis 
was the major topic discussed at last meeting; Benicia’s financial condition is better than most. 
 
ARSENAL RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD 
Vice Mayor Campbell announced an Open House to be held on June 18, 2003 in the Commission 
Room, City Hall. 
 
AUDIT AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Vice Mayor Campbell reported that the Committee continues to discuss ways to cut expenditures and 
possible revenue enhancements. 
 
BAY CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (BCDC) 
Mayor Messina stated that there would be a presentation at a future Council Meeting on non point 
source pollution. 



 
LEAGUE OF CALIFORNIA CITIES 
Council Member Smith stated that he had attended the meeting on May 29, 2003 in Cotati; Cotati is 
currently building a Police Station - 11,000 square feet- which will be environmentally efficient (Green 
Building). 
 
NORTHERN AREA OPEN SPACE 
No report given. 
 
SCHOOL DISTRICT LIAISON 
Council Member Smith reported that the next quarterly meeting would be held on September 10, 
2003; hopeful that future discussions will make progress on a partnership between the School District 
and the City. 
 
SEDCORP BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
No report given. 
 
SOLANO TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 
Due to the absence of Council Member Bidou this report was deferred until the next meeting. 
 
SOLANO WATER AUTHORITY 
Mayor Messina stated that lobbyist had been engaged to help promote water reuse projects; the City 
has submitted a funding request for the Marina Storm Drain; optimistic request will be granted; 
continued discussions on flooding and flood control. 
 
TRI-CITY AND COUNTY OPEN SPACE 
Council Member Whitney thanked the other members of the Council for their support at the last 
meeting of the Resolution to create a Regional Park District in Solano County. 
 
VALERO CITIZENS ADVISORY PANEL 
Council Member Whitney stated that there have been no meetings; next meeting will be in July; date 
to be announced. 
 
YOUTH ACTION TASK FORCE 
Council Member Smith announced that the next meeting would be held June 18, 2003 from 4:00 pm 
to 6:00 p.m. 
 
COUNCIL REQUESTS FOR NEW AGENDA ITEMS: 
REQUEST TO AGENDIZE A DISCUSSION ON A PROPOSAL TO UPDATE THE BUSINESS 
LICENSE TAX 
Vice Mayor Campbell requested this item be discussed for placement on a future Agenda; need to 
clarify when or if this should be placed on a future ballot and where funding will be applied. 
 
Larry Fullington, Audit and Finance Committee, stated that reorganization of the Business License fee 
would generate approximately $500,000 per year; fees have not changed in 32 years; 
recommendation by the Audit and Finance Committee to upgrade and place on the ballot. 
 
Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, stated that the modifications could be made to the old Ordinance. 
 
Alan Nadritch, Finance Director, reported on the cost of placing this measure on the ballot at future 
elections. 
 
Consensus of the Council was to give direction to the Economic Development Board to review and 
make a recommendation; staff to provide a report; staff report and Economic Development Board 



recommendation will be heard at the Council Meeting of July 1, 2003. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mayor Messina adjourned the meeting at 9:55 p.m. 
 
 
Linda S. Purdy, City Clerk 


