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MINUTES OF THE 
SPECIAL MEETING – CITY COUNCIL 

JUNE 30, 2009 
 

The special meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by 
Mayor Elizabeth Patterson at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 30, 2009, in the City Council 
Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of which are recorded on 
tape. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present: Council Members Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor Patterson 
Absent: Vice Mayor Campbell (arrived at 6:02 p.m.) 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Council Member Hughes led the pledge to the flag. 
 
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS: 
A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of each member of the public is posted at the 
entrance to the Council Chambers per Section 4.04.030 of City of Benicia Ordinance No. 
05-6 (Open Government Ordinance). 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member Ioakimedes, the 
Agenda was adopted as presented, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor Patterson 
Noes: None 
Absent: Vice Mayor Campbell 
 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 
WRITTEN: 
Various items submitted (copies on file).  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
1. Anne Hansen – Ms. Hansen discussed the success of the recent concert in the garden 

at the Benicia Historical Museum. 
2. Leah Shellhorn – Ms. Shellhorn discussed the success of the bicycle race that was 

held in Benicia on 6/28/09.  
3. Kimble Goodman – Mr. Goodman discussed the success of the bicycle race that was 

held in Benicia on 6/28/09. He thanked Council and Staff for their assistance and 
support with the event.  

 
ACTION ITEMS: 
Adoption of the 2010 and 2011 Budgets: 
Jim Erickson, City Manager, introduced the item. The following items from a PowerPoint 
presentation titled ‘Budget Workshop No. 4 Finalization & Adoption’ were reviewed: 
 Workshop Outcomes 
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 Remaining Decision Points 
 Budget Summary Financial 
 Budget Summary Highlights 
 Tier-1 Projects Funded, 6/23/09 Workshop 

 
Council and Staff discussed the project readiness of the Library Basement Project, 
additional studies that need to be done for the Fire Station improvements, and staffing 
for managing the various projects.  

 
 Tier-2 Projects Funded, 6/23/09 Workshop 
 Major Capital Projects Streets Funded, 6/23/09 
 Decision Points 
 Addition: Decision-Making Factors 
 Available Funds for Additions 
 Cut-back in Operating Expenses 
 Internal Service Funds Cuts 
 Threats to Budget Plan 
 Future Financial Conditions: Slow Recovery 
 Budget Recommendations 

 
Council Member Schwartzman asked for clarification regarding the combination in the 
excess in the General Fund over two years ($289,000). That amount reflected the items 
that showed as options, through the 6/23/09 Council meeting. The seven decision points 
in the 6/30/09 agenda would transition the $289,000 down to approximately $150,000.  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell and Staff discussed the Intermodal Train Station funds.  
 
Council Member Schwartzman and Staff discussed the interest that is being earned on the 
funds set aside for the Intermodal Train Station. 
 
Council Member Hughes and Staff discussed the decision points regarding Benicia Main 
Street, Tourism Funding, and the Human Services & Arts Board.  
 
Council Member Ioakimedes asked for clarification on the funding for the museum. 
Mayor Patterson clarified that it was being fully funded at the amount that it was funded 
before, not what they asked for in their original request.  
 
Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed the Pension Obligation Fund, PERS, funding for 
Benicia Main Street (fixing ADA access to the building, volunteer offers for repairs, and 
the need for the City to follow up on the issue), funding for Benicia Community Arts, and 
the Human Services and Arts Board’s scoring process for funding recommendations.  
 
Public Comment: 
1. Dan Smith – Mr. Smith discussed the housing issue for the Scouting programs, the 

recent bicycle race, the need to follow through with the Waterfront Park.  
2. Kenneth Paulk – Mr. Paulk discussed the need to spend money on tourism.  
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3. Sharon Petrellese, Chair, Human Services and Arts Board – Ms. Petrellese discussed 
the scoring process the Board used to recommend funding, Benicia Community Arts’ 
(BCA) application, the Board’s evaluation process, and the issue of adding in 
additional funds for BCA.  
 
Staff and Council discussed the issue of the City backfilling donations that fail to 
come in to the Human Services and Arts Fund, the issue of adding in additional funds 
for the Board to distribute, and the Board’s recommendation for funding for Reach 
Out Benicia.  

4. Susan Street – Ms. Street discussed the success of the recent bicycle race in Benicia, 
funding for the Waterfront Park, and nine reasons to move the Waterfront Park up on 
the list of priority projects.  

 
Council and Staff discussed the status of the grant application for the Waterfront 
Park.  

5. Anne Hansen – Ms. Hansen thanked Council for the proposed donation to the Benicia 
Historical Museum. She discussed the Museum’s support for the tourism group. 

6. Maria Theresa Matthews, Families in Transition – Ms. Matthews thanked Council for 
its recommendation for 100% funding for Families in Transition. 

7. Marilyn Bardet – Ms. Bardet spoke in support of tourism, the need for the City to 
keep on track with the Community Center, and the need for the City to help the East 
side of the City.  

8. Christina Strawbridge – Ms. Strawbridge discussed the issue of tourism in the City, 
various magazine articles written about Benicia, Benicia being an award-winning 
city, the money the City has spent to date on tourism, and the breakdown of the 
funding requested for the tourism program.  

9. Duane Oliveira, Chair, EDB – Mr. Oliveira read several reviews people wrote about 
Benicia, the need for the City to spend money on tourism, and the need for the full 
amount of funding requested for tourism.  

 
Council Member Schwartzman and Staff discussed the work done by the Human Services 
and Arts Board in coming up with its recommendations, getting all the requests up to 
100% requested funding (additional $25,000), BCA’s incomplete application for funding, 
and how money should be spent for tourism (possibly funding marketing and the 
consultant in year one and moving $45,000 TBID money to year two and use that portion 
for backfilling to 100% on everything with the exception of BCA (75%).  
 
Tourism: 
Council Member Ioakimedes and Mr. Oliveira discussed the suggestion made by Council 
Member Schwartzman. Mr. Oliveira confirmed it was in line with the EDB’s thinking.  
 
Council Members Campbell and Hughes discussed support for funding $150,000 for year 
one and $195,000 for year two for tourism.  
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Benicia Main Street: 
Council Member Hughes, Campbell, Schwartzman, and Ioakimedes discussed their 
support for full funding. 
 
Police Department Volunteer Program: 
Council Members Schwartzman, Ioakimedes, Campbell, and Hughes discussed support 
for full funding – adding the $3,000 back in to the Police Department's budget for the 
volunteers.  
 
Council and Staff discussed items that were dropped from the Police Department’s 
budget, what the additional $3,000 could be used for, leaving it to Chief Spagnoli’s 
discretion as to what to spend the $3,000 on, and restoring the $3,000 for the volunteer 
program.  
 
Fire Disaster Preparedness: 
Council Members Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes discussed support for 
full funding for the fire disaster preparedness.  
 
Council and Staff discussed the need for a written plan for the funds, the need to have 
tabletop exercises (facilitated by Staff and include Council), Staff’s desire to have 
satellite based internet and phone connections (which would be helpful during a disaster), 
and the request for a brief status report on the emergency preparedness plan.  
 
Community Center Phasing:  
Vice Mayor Campbell discussed his desire to move forward and not delay the project. 
 
Museum Support: 
Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed tenant/landlord responsibilities, what 
the requested funds ($80,000) would be used for, the request for written confirmation on 
what the $275,000 would be used for (tenant improvements).  
 
Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Campbell all expressed support for $80,000 in 
funding.  
 
Human Services and Arts Board: 
Human Services and Arts Board would get 100% of requested funding and BCA would 
be funded to 70% (the additional $3,000 would come from City funds). 
 
Council Members Schwartzman, Hughes, and Campbell discussed support for the 
changes to the funding. 
  
Council Member Ioakimedes discussed Reach Out Benicia’s track record in Benicia, 
BCA, the Arts, and concern regarding the scoring criteria that was used.  
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Mayor Patterson discussed wanting to support the Human Services and Arts Board’s 
process. She discussed the disruption within BCA that played a part in the application 
process. She was comfortable with the proposed change approving BCA up to 70%.  
Council Member Hughes discussed a compromise of bumping Reach Out Benicia up to 
50%. 
 
Council Member Ioakimedes discussed the importance of the integrity of the applicant 
vs. the integrity of the process. He discussed support for bumping Reach Out Benicia up 
to 50%.  
 
Council Member Schwartzman clarified that Reach Out Benicia’s lack of a track record 
was with the Human Services and Arts Board, not with service to the City. He discussed 
support for bumping Reach Out Benicia up to 50%.  
 
Council Member Campbell discussed supporting the Human Services and Arts Board’s 
recommendation.  
 
Ms. Petrellese discussed the funding recommendation process. If Council gives the 
Human Services and Arts Board an additional $25,000, it could fund the various 
organizations the way Council was recommending.  
 
Mayor Patterson summarized the changes by stating that Council had consensus on the 
100% (increase for Reach Out Benicia at 50% and 70% for BCA).  
 
Waterfront Park: 
Mayor Patterson discussed the timing issue. Staff would submit the application. Staff is 
working on the requirements for the application. The City may know as soon as July 
whether it needs to have hard cash or in-kind.  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell requested the amount of additional dollars Council had agreed to 
spend. Staff confirmed Council spent an additional $23,700 for the Human Services and 
Arts Board grants per fiscal year. Council was still within the balanced budget policy. 
That would leave Council with $1,500 over the 20% reserve in the first year. By moving 
the money over from tourism the first year would increase that reserve.  
 
Council Member Hughes requested clarification on the requested amount by BPA 
($12,000).  
 
Council and Staff discussed the issues of the City’s balanced budget and the surplus in 
the City’s reserves. 
 
Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed inserting performance measures inserted in one of 
therefore be it resolved sections. Ms. McLaughlin suggested adding to the therefore be it 
further resolved ‘Staff will report to council on a quarterly basis on the fiscal conditions 
and performance measures.’  
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Council Member Hughes discussed the lack of need to add performance measures as it 
was addressed earlier in the proposed resolution.  
 
RESOLUTION 09-61 - A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE MUNICIPAL BUDGETS 
FOR FISCAL YEARS 2009-2010 AND 2010-2011 
 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Vice Mayor Campbell, the 
above Resolution was adopted as amended, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 
Patterson 
Noes: 
 
Approval of the job description and salary range for Public Works and Community 
Development Director: 
Jim Erickson, City Manager, discussed the correction to the staff report (the dollar 
amount in the report was off by $10 per month).  
 
Public Comment: 
None 
 
Council Member Schwartzman commended the City Manager on his efforts. He 
recommended a six-month review of the position.  
 
Council Member Ioakimedes discussed the need for some language regarding oversight 
of sustainability in the representative duties section. 
 
Mayor Patterson discussed support for adding language regarding sustainability as 
suggested by Council Member Ioakimedes.  
 
Council Member Hughes recognized Mr. Schiada for his many years of excellent service 
to the City of Benicia.  
 
Mayor Patterson discussed Mr. Schiada’s good humor, responsive attitude, and how he 
exemplified a public servant.  
 
Council Member Ioakimedes recognized Mr. Schiada’s many efforts.  
 
Council Member Schwartzman recognized the excellent job done by Mr. Schiada.  
 
Council Member Schwartzman stated that he would make a motion to approve the 
Resolution as amended with the two changes (6-month review and reference to 
sustainability).  
 
RESOLUTION 09-62 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING A JOB DESCRIPTION AND 
THE SALARY RANGE FOR A PUBLIC WORKS AND COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
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On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, the 
above Resolution was adopted as amended, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mayor Patterson adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
        ________________________ 
         Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 
 


