
July 1, 2003  
The Benicia City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. Copies of Council Agendas are available in the City Clerk's office on the Friday afternoon before the Council meeting. 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING - CITY COUNCIL JULY 1, 2003  The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by Mayor Steve Messina at 7:31 p.m. Tuesday, July 1, 2003, in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of which are recorded on tape.  ROLL CALL: Present:   Council Member Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Absent:   Council Members Bidou and Campbell  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Messina led the pledge to the flag.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: Mayor Messina announced that all fireworks were illegal in Benicia; Ken Hanley, Fire Chief and Jim Trimble, Police Chief, reaffirmed that there would be a zero tolerance for the use of fireworks.  Vice Mayor Campbell arrived at 7:34 p.m.  APPOINTMENTS: RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF CHUCK MANG TO THE DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION TO A FULL TERM ENDING JUNE 30, 2007  RESOLUTION NO. 03-90 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF CHUCK MANG TO THE DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION TO A FULL TERM ENDING JUNE 30, 2007 The above Resolution confirming the Mayor’s appointment was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Noes:   None Absent:   Council Member Bidou  RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF REG PAGE TO THE DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION TO A FULL TERM ENDING JUNE 30, 2007 RESOLUTION NO. 03-91 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF REG PAGE TO THE DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION TO FILL A FULL TERM ENDING JUNE 30, 2007 The above Resolution confirming the Mayor’s appointment was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Noes:   None Absent:   Council Member Bidou  RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S REAPPOINTMENT OF SUZANNE KLEIMAN TO THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD TO A FULL TERM ENDING JUNE 30, 2007 RESOLUTION NO. 03-92 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S REAPPOINTMENT OF SUZANNE KLEIMAN TO THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD TO A FULL TERM ENDING JUNE 30, 2007 The above Resolution confirming the Mayor’s reappointment was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina 



Noes:   None Absent:   Council Member Bidou  RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S REAPPOINTMENT OF LEAH PERRY SHELHORN TO THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD TO A FULL TERM ENDING JUNE 30, 2007  RESOLUTION NO. 03-93 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S REAPPOINTMENT OF LEAH PERRY SHELHORN TO THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD TO A FULL TERM ENDING JUNE 30, 2007 The above Resolution confirming the Mayor’s reappointment was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Noes:   None Absent:   Council Member Bidou  RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S REAPPOINTMENT OF EARL MANOR TO THE HOUSING AUTHORITY BOARD TO A FULL TERM ENDING JUNE 30, 2007  RESOLUTION NO. 03-94 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S REAPPOINTMENT OF EARL MANOR TO THE HOUSING AUTHORITY BOARD TO A FULL TERM ENDING JUNE 30, 2007 The above Resolution confirming the Mayor’s reappointment was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Noes:   None Absent:   Council Member Bidou  RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF ROBERT CRAFT TO PEOPLE USING RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY ("PURE") AS CHAIR  RESOLUTION NO. 03-95 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF ROBERT CRAFT TO PEOPLE USING RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY ("PURE") AS CHAIR The above Resolution confirming the Mayor’s appointment was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Noes:   None Absent:   Council Member Bidou  RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF BRAD MCLANE TO PEOPLE USING RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY ("PURE")  RESOLUTION NO. 03-96 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF BRAD MCLANE TO PEOPLE USING RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY ("PURE") The above Resolution confirming the Mayor’s appointment was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Noes:   None Absent:   Council Member Bidou  RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF PAUL MORSEN TO PEOPLE USING RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY ("PURE") RESOLUTION NO. 03-97 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF PAUL MORSEN TO PEOPLE USING RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY ("PURE") The above Resolution confirming the Mayor’s appointment was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Noes:   None Absent:   Council Member Bidou  RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF ELIZABETH PATTERSON TO 



PEOPLE USING RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY ("PURE")  RESOLUTION NO. 03-98 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF ELIZABETH PATTERSON TO PEOPLE USING RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY ("PURE") The above Resolution confirming the Mayor’s appointment was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Noes:   None Absent:   Council Member Bidou  RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF CHRIS TOMASIK TO PEOPLE USING RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY ("PURE")  RESOLUTION NO. 03-99 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF CHRIS TOMASIK TO PEOPLE USING RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY ("PURE") The above Resolution confirming the Mayor’s appointment was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Noes:   None Absent:   Council Member Bidou  ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: Mayor Messina asked if there were any changes to the Agenda.  On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, and unanimously carried, Agenda was adopted as presented.  COMMUNICATIONS: WRITTEN: PUBLIC COMMENT: 
1. Jerri Curry, 364 Columbia Circle, Sierra Club Member, commented on the fire at the Valero Asphalt Plant; need for a safety system. 2. Council Member Smith announced the following events: (1) Torch Light Parade - July 3, 2003 (2) 4th of July Picnic in the Park (3) Shakespeare in the Park - July 5, 2003 (4) Patriotic Concert on Marina Green - July 5, 2003 (5) Praise in the Park - Spiritual Concert - July 6, 2003 (6) Movie to be shown in the Park - July 11, 2003; announced that the Adult Softball Team sponsored by Spotless Cleaning had won the Championship; commented on commissioners that were not re-appointed to the Design Review Commission.  

Mayor Messina corrected two comments made by Council Member Smith.  CONSENT CALENDAR: Mayor Messina asked if there were any requests for items to be pulled.  On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney, and unanimously carried, the following items were approved under the Consent Calendar:  Minutes of June 16, 2003 and June 17, 2003.  Approval of check registers for May 2003.  RESOLUTION NO. 03-100 - A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A GRANT DEED OF A STORM DRAIN EASEMENT ACROSS THREE LOTS ON O’HARE DRIVE  INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 03 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 3.08 (PURCHASING SYSTEM) OF TITLE 3 (REVENUE AND FINANCE) OF THE BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE 



 INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 03 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 3.09 (UNIFORM PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION COST ACCOUNTING) OF TITLE 3 (REVENUE AND FINANCE) OF THE BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE  INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 03 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 3.10 (CONTRACTING FOR SERVICES) OF TITLE 3 (REVENUE AND FINANCE) OF THE BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE  RESOLUTION NO. 03-101 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AGREEMENTS RELATED TO THE BENICIA POINTE PROJECT  RESOLUTION NO. 03-102 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING COMPLETION OF THE EMERGENCY REPAIR WORK TO CITY HALL AND DIRECTING STAFF TO SUBMIT A PROGRESS REPORT AT THE NEXT SCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETING  Waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and adopted pursuant to this Agenda. 
(END OF CONSENT CALENDAR) 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
PUBLIC HEARING ON THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT IMPROVEMENT PROJECT: 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE NEGATIVE DECLARATION/INITIAL STUDY AND 
PRELIMINARY DESIGN FOR THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING TASK ORDER NO. 37 FOR FINAL DESIGN ENGINEERING SERVICES 
WITH CAMP DRESSER & MCKEE, INC. FOR A COST NOT-TO-EXCEED $1,239,030 FOR THE 
WATER TREATMENT PLANT IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
Dan Schiada, Public Works Interim Director, reviewed actions to be taken; environmental review has 
been done per CEQA requirements; a letter of approval has been received from CalTrans; this portion 
of the project is under projected budget costs. 
 
Mayor Messina opened the Public Hearing. Legal Notice was given. No written protests received. No 
one spoke for or against this item. 
 
Mayor Messina closed the Public Hearing. Vice Mayor Campbell questioned the high cost of consultants 
on this project. 
 
Dan Schiada, Public Works Interim Director, stated that with the size and length of this project many 
different expertises are required. 
 
Council took the following action: 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-103 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION/INITIAL STUDY AND PRELIMINARY DESIGN FOR THE WATER TREATMENT 
PLANT IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, the above Resolution was 
adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
Absent:   Council Member Bidou 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 03- 104 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING TASK ORDER NO. 37 FOR FINAL 
DESIGN ENGINEERING SERVICES WITH CAMP DRESSER & MCKEE, INC. FOR A COST NOT-
TO-EXCEED $1,239,030 FOR THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AND 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN DOCUMENT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY 



On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney, the above Resolution was 
adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
Absent:   Council Member Bidou 
 
REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER: 
REPORT ON JUNE 25TH FIRE AT VALERO ASPHALT PLANT 
Jim Erickson, City Manager, gave a report concerning the fire on the Valero property; made the 
following observations: (1) Fire Departments did an excellent job of fire suppression (2) No significant 
levels of toxic substances were found (3) Consideration should be given to using better and 
preprogrammed messages (4) Additional education of the public on the CAN System should be done. 
 
Ken Hanley, Fire Chief, reviewed the event; explained the decision to only use a portion of the CAN 
System and not activate the sirens; resulting confusion from the "shelter in place" message; gave 
suggestions for future use. 
 
Mayor Messina expressed concerns about the misinformation provided by the media; need to do a 
better job in the future. 
 
Council Member Whitney asked for clarification on information provided to the public prior to the 
incident. 
 
Ken Hanley, Fire Chief, stated that brochures had been sent to the public through the water bills and 
information had been provided at the schools. Council Member Smith asked for clarification on air 
quality monitoring and use of the sirens. 
 
Vice Mayor Campbell expressed concern about the availability of information provided to citizens that 
are not in town during an event; suggested having a phone number that citizens could call, additional 
use of the website and cable system; additional review of the siren system and evacuation plan is 
needed. 
 
Nine concerned citizens spoke on this item. 
 
Jim Erickson, City Manager, stated that all suggestions would be taken seriously; reports will be made 
to the Council on a monthly basis. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
CONSIDERATION OF POSSIBLE ACTIONS RELATED TO MODIFYING BUSINESS LICENSE TAX 
AND DIRECTION TO STAFF 
Karen Majors, Assistant City Manager, reviewed the staff report; recommended that the Council direct 
the staff to work with various representatives of the community, Chamber of Commerce, Benicia 
Industrial Park Association, Audit and Finance Committee and the Economic Development Board to 
explore revisions to the current Business License Tax Rates and place the issue on the November 2004 
ballot. 
 
Five concerned citizens spoke on this item. 
 
Vice Mayor Campbell stated that there were two goals that need to be achieved (1) fees will need to 
be raised at some point (2) publicize to the business community that Benicia is a good place to do 
business. 
 
Council Member Smith gave his support to the proposal; this is no surprise to the business 
community; will defer to the Audit and Finance recommendation. 



 
Council Member Whitney stated the need for all parties to be in agreement; consensus has not been 
reached; agrees with the staff recommendation. 
 
Mayor Messina expressed concern about some portions of the proposal; more work needs to be done; 
come back in six months with a firm proposal. 
 
Vice Mayor Campbell requested a status report on a monthly basis; keep moving forward on this 
proposed tax increase. 
 
Jim Erickson, City Manager, stated that it was important to educate the business community; Council 
direction is clear; will bring back to the Council. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE AGREEMENT WITH BIO RAD ON THE SHARING OF SALES TAX 
REVENUE FOR A PERIOD OF TEN YEARS AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT 
Karen Majors, Assistant City Manager, reviewed the proposed agreement, incentive plan and reasons 
for the staff recommendation to approve. 
 
John Steir, Bio Rad Representative, gave a slide presentation and a brief history of the company. 
 
Council Member Smith thanked Bio Rad for its presence in Benicia and asked for examples of its 
corporate citizenship in Benicia or Hercules. 
 
Karen Majors, Assistant City Manager, noted that an additional request to make Benicia the point of 
sale had been discussed and confirmed. 
 
Council took the following action: 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-105 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE AGREEMENT TO SHARE SALES 
TAX REVENUE WITH BIO RAD FOR A SPECIFIED TERM, ENABLING BIO RAD TO RECOVER A 
PORTION OF THEIR RELOCATION COSTS, AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT, AS AMENDED 
On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, the above Resolution was 
adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
Absent:   Council Member Bidou 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mayor Messina adjourned the meeting at 10:55 p.m. 
 
 
Linda S. Purdy, City Clerk 


