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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
~~~ 

JULY 09, 2015 
 

The City Manager’s Report from City of Benicia City Manager Brad Kilger is published twice monthly 
highlighting the activities of the departments of our full-service city. Previous editions are available on 
the City of Benicia City Manager’s page. For additional information on any items in this report, please 
see Contact List at the end of this report. 

 
-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   - 

 

CALTRANS ROADWORK SCHEDULED: The City of Benicia has received word from 
Caltrans of the following roadwork schedule on I-780 and I-680:  
 

I-780:  Caltrans has awarded a construction contract for the pavement resurfacing of I-780 
from I-680 in Benicia to I-80 in Vallejo. The project includes the placement of an asphalt 
concrete overly on the highway as well as the on/off-ramps. The first working day for the 
project is July 10, but paving work may not start for several weeks. The work will be 
completed at night generally between the hours of 9:00 PM – 7:00 AM on weekdays and 
7:00 PM – 9:00 AM on weekends. Ramps within the City will be closed intermittently 
while work is occurring on the ramp or mainline in the immediate area. The ramps will be 
reopened as soon as it is safe to do so. Detours will be provided to and from I-780 by way 
of the next available ramp, and the work is being coordinated with the paving work on I-
680.   
 

I-680: Caltrans is continuing construction of the Interstate 680 (I-680) Rehabilitation 
Project in Solano County which will rehabilitate and repave approximately 13-miles of 
northbound and southbound I-680 between Fairfield and Benicia.  
 

Although no full highway closures are scheduled, 
motorists may experience delays as crews work to repave 
with intermittent, overnight, alternating ramp and lane 
closures. Specific ramp closure and detour signs will be 
posted.  
 

All work is weather permitting. The project will be 
completed as early as spring 2016.  
  
During the week starting Monday, July 13 until Friday, 
July 17 crews are scheduled to pave southbound and 
northbound I-680 nightly between Fairfield and Benicia.  
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To ensure worker and public safety, one of the two traffic lanes on southbound I-680 
between Fairfield & Benicia will be closed nightly Monday - Friday at 8:00 PM until 4:00 
AM the following mornings.  
 

Caltrans will also close one of the two traffic lanes on northbound I-680 between Fairfield 
and Benicia nightly at 10:00 PM until 6:00 AM the following mornings.  
 

City staff are working with Caltrans staff to limit the duration of the closures in order to 
minimize impacts to Benicia residents and businesses. Regular updates of the project status 
and planned lane/ramp closures will be provided as the information becomes available 
 

Watch the I-680 Solano project webpage coming soon to the Caltrans website: 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/ or follow Caltrans on Twitter: http://twitter.com/CaltransD4. 
Caltrans appreciates your patience as they work to improve California’s highways. – Public 
Works 
 
 

WEST NILE VIRUS UPDATE:  This week, the City of Benicia received word from Solano 
County Mosquito Abatement District (SCMAD) that a bird in Benicia has tested positive 
for West Nile virus. The American crow was located in the northeast side of the city. 
Although not the first positive test result in Solano County, this is the first bird found in 
the City of Benicia to test positive for the virus. 
 

In response, SCMAD staff will be placing mosquito traps at random locations throughout 
Benicia to collect adult mosquitos to be tested at UC Davis.  
 

From Solano County Mosquito Abatement District: 
 

The rising temperatures throughout Solano County have 
resulted in an increase in West Nile virus activity over the 
past week. Evidence of West Nile Virus (WNV) has been 
found in dead birds from Dixon in the north of the county 
and Benicia in the south. 
 

The Solano County Mosquito Abatement District is 
urging residents within Solano County to be aware of this 
increase and take precautions to protect themselves from 
becoming infected. 
 

Remember the 4 Ds- 
Dawn and Dusk:  Mosquitoes most likely to transmit WNV are active during early 
morning and evening hours. Residents should avoid being outside at these times. If you are 
outdoors, wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants and apply EPA registered repellants 
according to label instructions. 
 

Drain:  Mosquitoes lay their eggs on standing water. Residents should eliminate all sources 
of standing water on their property and drain empty flower pots, buckets, barrels, old car 
tires and rain gutters. Change water in pet bowls every 2-3 days. If you have an ornamental 
pond, SCMAD will provide mosquitofish free of charge. 
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DEET:  Insect repellent keeps mosquitoes from biting. DEET is the most well-known 
active ingredient. Others include picaradin, oil of lemon eucalyptus or IR3535. 
 

Doors and Windows:  Residents should ensure that all doors and windows have tight-
fitting screens to keep mosquitoes out. Repair or replace screens with tears or holes. 
 

Residents can report standing water or unmaintained pools to SCMAD by calling 
707.437.1116. Dead birds can be reported either by calling 877.WNV.BIRD 
(877.968.2473) or online at www.westnile.ca.gov. 
 

For more information on Solano County Mosquito Abatement District, visit their website: 
www.SolanoMosquito.com. 
 

For more information about West Nile Virus, go to www.WestNile.ca.gov. – City 
Manager’s Office 
 
 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS TORCH RUN CEREMONY:  On Tuesday, July 14, the City of Benicia 
will welcome the Special Olympics World Games Flame of Hope Torch that is being 
carried by an International Team of Law Enforcement Officers and Special Olympic 
Athletes. The Torch Run started in Greece and is making its way to the Opening 
Ceremonies at the Los Angeles Coliseum for the 2015 Special Olympics World Games. 
We were honored to have been selected as one of the cities to host a Final Leg of the Run.   
 

The Torch will be carried through Benicia from Ninth Street Park to the City Park between 
3:00-3:30 PM. At the City Park, there will be a special ceremony to honor these Special 
Olympic Athletes.  Speaking at the ceremony will be Mayor Patterson, Police Chief Upson, 
representatives from Special Olympics and the Athletes. Special entertainment will be 
provided by VOENA singing the Special Olympics theme song “Fly”. 
 

Community members are 
invited to join the 
celebration at the City Park. 
Please invite your family 
and friends to attend this 
special community event 
and help us welcome and 
support the children and 
adults from Special 
Olympics. – Police 
Department 
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BACKPACK DRIVE:  The Benicia Police Department’s Family Resource Center (FRC) is 
holding its annual Backpack Drive and needs your 
support! Last  year the FRC partnered with the Benicia 
Moms Group and with many generous donations was 
able to provide 32 back packs to 17 families in need. 
The benefit to our community was extended when the 
Solano County Office of Education also partnered with 
the FRC last year and provided an additional 20 
backpacks to Benicia’s foster or homeless Middle 
School and High School students.  
 

While the beginning of a new school year is often an 
exhilarating time for students, the rising costs of school 
supplies can blindside families forcing them to make 
some difficult decisions. Help us reach out and ease this 
burden by donating new school supplies and providing 
relief to families who really, truly need it.  
 

The Family Resource Center will be collecting 
donations at 150 East K Street, please drop them off 

between 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM now through July 17 and July 29-31. (Note the FRC will 
be closed July 20-July 28.) Please bring your donations in by July 31 in order to allow 
them enough time to stuff the backpacks and distribute them in August. Contact FRC 
worker Corby Selzer at 707.746.4363 to make other arrangements for donation drop off. 
   
Some ideas to make donating even more fun: 

 Make it a fun outing with your own children/grandchildren and share the joy of 
doing good deeds for others 

 Add some supplies to your personal amazon.com order (take advantage of that free 
shipping!)  

 Think back to your own school days and donate your favorite school items for 
someone else to enjoy (or donate items you WISH you had had as a student) 

 

Some ideas for school supplies: 
 wide rule or college rule paper 
 subject dividers 
 single subject perforated spiral 

bound notebooks   
 binders 
 folders (pocketed)   
 erasers 
 pencils (no. 2, mechanical and 

colored pencils)   
 pencil sharpeners 

 pens    
 blunt ended scissors 
 markers (washable preferred by 

teachers)    
 glue sticks 
 crayons    
 basic calculators 
 rulers 
 gender neutral backpacks (for 

middle/high school students) 
 

The FRC thanks you in advance for making a difference for the families in our community 
and stay tuned for an FRC Backpack drive update in the future! – Police Department  
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PERSONNEL NEWS: 
 

City of Benicia Job Opportunities:  The Human 
Resources Department is accepting applications for the 
following positions: 
 

 Hydrant Maintenance Worker, part-time, closing 
July 29 

 Building Inspector I/II, full-time, closing July 31 
 Police Officer - Lateral (Currently Working), full-time, open continuously 
 Police Officer - Academy / Non-Lateral, full-time, open continuously 

 

To apply, the application and supplemental forms can be filed online at: 
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/benicia/default.cfm. City of Benicia employment 
applications may also be obtained from and must be returned to the Human Resources 
Department at 250 East L Street, Benicia. 
 

These job opportunities are open to any current City of Benicia employees (full or part 
time) as well as the general public. If you know of someone who may be interested in 
applying, please let them know. - Human Resources 

Promotions: 
  
On July 1, family, friends, and City staff gathered at Fire Station 11 to recognize the 
promotion of six members of the Fire Department. Those that were honored were Division 
Chief Josh Chadwick, Captain Jason Fein, Captain Mike Brown, Engineer James Ensley, 
Engineer William Steiner, and Engineer Ricardo Netro. These individuals were all 
promoted to their new positions over the past month or two. The promotions were 
necessary due to vacancies that occurred in the upper levels of the department due to the 
retirement of a few members. Fire Chief Lydon congratulates all his personnel for their 
achievements and look forward to their success in the new roles. – Fire Department 
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Promotions (con’t): 
 

Teri Davena has been promoted to the new position of 
Economic Development Specialist. For the last 13 years, 
in addition to working on tasks and assignments for the 
City Manager’s Office, Teri has worked and maintained 
the City’s Economic Development Program. With this new 
promotion Teri may now invest her time and energy on 
Economic Development. Teri will continue her work with 
the City’s tourism and marketing program, social media 
and communication efforts and will now work to develop 
the City’s business recruitment efforts for the Benicia Industrial Park. – Economic 
Development 
 
 

WHAT TO DO ON A HOT SUMMER DAY? We have the answer for you!! Cool off at the 
James Lemos Swim Center. They have something for everyone:   
 

 

 Lap Swim 
 Recreation Swim 
 Swim Lessons  
 Water Polo 
 Water Aerobics 
 Private Pool Parties 
 

 
 

Here are some Frequently Asked Questions: 
 

Is the pool heated? 
The pools are maintained between 78-82 degrees. 

How do I know which class to register my child for? 
Read the class descriptions in order listed in the Activity Guide. Register your child for 
the first class that describes skills that your child has not yet mastered.   

What happens if my child passed the level 
but I already registered him/her for the 
same level next session? 

The Assistant Coordinators record and 
make changes to your child’s records 
so that we can keep track of students’ 
progress. If the instructor passes your 
child, we will automatically transfer 
your child to the correct level. 

Is it possible to make up a class that my 
child missed?     

Unfortunately, we are not able to 
accommodate class make-ups.   

 

For more information please call the James Lemos Swim Center at 707.746.4286 or visit 
them at 181 East J Street. – Parks & Community Services 
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ART WALK HAS PEDAL POWER: The Saturday, July 11 Benicia Art Walk is a DIY Art 
Your Bike Party for kids & adults. You are invited to give your bike a makeover at Arts 
Benicia, 10:00 AM-1:00 PM at 991 Tyler Street in the Arsenal. You bring spray paint, 

colorful electrical tape, glitter, 
stickers, synthetic flowers and 
small findings. Arts Benicia will 
provide hot glue, spray paint and 
furry fabric. 
 

Lt. Frank Hartig from the Benicia 
Police Department will be doing 
helmet safety checks and offering 
basic bike safety tips. 

 

Ride your bike to the Benicia Art 
Walk on First Street for the Art 
Bike Contest from Noon-2:30 PM. 
Pick up a score card at Wheels in 
Motion, 735 First Street, and then 

visit specific Art Walk venues to fill in you score card. Turn it in by 2:30PM. Award for 
Adult & Youth bikes will be presented at 3PM. 
 

Art Walk is co-sponsored by the City of Benicia and Arts Benicia. Day events are 12:00-
6:00 PM. Evening events are 6:00-9:00 PM. Visit all the great Art Walk venues on First 
Street for a Great Day by the Bay. For more info, check out www.BeniciaArtWalk.org. – 
Economic Development  
 
 

ROAD TRIP:  Parks & Community Services Director Mike Dotson organized a recent field 
trip for Parks, Recreation & Cemetery Commission members. Commissioner took a bus 
tour of parks and facilities: 
 

 Benicia Community Park 

 Benicia City Cemetery 

 Benicia Senior Center 

 Civic Center Park & Bocce 
Courts 

 First Street Green 

This was a great opportunity for 
them to see first-hand the parks and 
facilities discussed during 
Commission meetings.   
 

Special thanks go to Sol Trans for 
providing excellent transportation 
for the meeting/tour. – Parks & 
Community Services  
 

Pictured (l-r): Ernie Gutierrez, Mike Dotson, John McGuire, Michael 
Boyle, Ann Brooner, Kimberley Funk, Rick Knight & Alison Fleck 
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OPEN GOVERNMENT ANNIVERSARY:  This year, the City of Benicia celebrates the 10 
year anniversary of its Open Government Ordinance!   
 

Have you ever heard of a Brown Act violation or attended an Open Government Awareness 
Training? Did you walk by the City Attorney's Office bulletin board (created by Law Clerk 
Marilyn Cech) and say "What is a Sunshine law?" 
 

Statewide Open Government laws, 
collectively called the Brown Act, were 
created to ensure transparency in 
government. Sunshine laws are adopted at 
the local level and go above and beyond to 
achieve this.  Benicia's own BMC Title 4 
puts the City at the forefront of protecting 
the people's right to know and participate. 
 

The City of Benicia held its first Sunshine 
Committee meeting on December 30, 2003 
to draft its own Open Government 
Ordinance. On July 5, 2005 City Council 
adopted the Ordinance with the intention of 
increasing the public trust and confidence in 

city government, with open meetings, easier access to public records, ethical guidelines 
and an Open Government Commission to oversee its implementation. 
 

The Open Government Ordinance enlightens and empowers people to get involved in their 
government at all levels, making access to government information easier with the right to 
attend and receive advance notice of all meetings, and with quicker response time to public 
records requests, so they can be well informed and help make their communities better. –
City Attorney’s Office 
 
 

SUMMER ENTERTAINMENT:  On Tuesday, 
June 23, children and adults of all ages 
enjoyed a special performance by THE 
MAGIC OF GERALD JOSEPH at the City 
Gym. Over two hundred people in 
attendance enjoyed the show, experiencing 
clever, funny and baffling magic. Gerald’s 
career as a magician has taken him around 
the globe from Philippines, Brazil, Tahiti 
and New Zealand as well as numerous 
cities in the United States and Europe. 
 

Check the current Activity Guide for 
upcoming entertainment. – Parks & 
Community Services  
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AMATEUR RADIO EXERCISE:  Late last month, members of the Benicia Amateur Radio 
Club (BARC) participated in an international radio communications exercise, where they 
assembled and operated four simulated emergency Ham Radio stations at the Benicia Fire 
Museum.  
 

Portable antennas and radios were installed 
and operated by some 45 licensed Hams 
who established radio communications 
with Emergency Operations Centers and 
other Hams throughout California, the 
Nation and Canada. The 24-hour non-stop 
exercise successfully "tested" people, 
equipment and skills. Observers included 
Mayor Patterson, Vice Mayor Hughes, 
Council Member Strawbridge, several 
BERT Directors, two Benicia Fire Division 
Chiefs, and the Solano County ACS Radio 
Officer. 
 

BARC partners with the Benicia Emergency Response Team (BERT), the Benicia Fire 
Department and the Auxiliary Communication Service (ACS) of the Solano County Office 
of Emergency Services.  
 

For decades, Ham Radio operators have historically been known for their ability to provide 
communications when all other means have 
failed. The key to Ham Radio's success 
following disasters is its ability to operate 
"off the grid". Whether establishing 
communications links across the city, 
county or nation, Ham Radio's uniqueness 
precludes the need of existing 
infrastructure. 
 

The Benicia Amateur Radio Club has sixty 
members and meets in the downtown Fire 
Station at 7:30 PM on the second Tuesday 
of each month. The meetings are open to all 
and the public is invited to attend. – Fire 
Department 
 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT:  The Benicia Fire Department monthly report 
for June 2015 is now available. It contains information about 
Emergency Operations, Training, and Prevention. Click here to read 
more. – Fire Department 
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FUN AT THE SENIOR CENTER:  There are so many wonderful activities happening at the 
Senior Center this summer!! Please stop by to see 
what’s coming up.    
 

Parks & Community Services hosted Songs & 
Sandwiches Social on Wednesday, June 22 
featuring Ms. Honey & Danny Daniels. The 45 
people in attendance were singing along to some of 
the great classics and enjoyed a delicious lunch 
catered by 
Raley’s.   
 

The next 
luncheon is 

on Wednesday, July 22 at 12:00 PM. They will be 
celebrating summer with a catered lunch by 
Kinder’s. The cost is $10 per person and you must 
sign up in advance. Membership to the Senior 
Center is no longer required to enjoy these 
activities. Find out more about activities at the 
Senior Center in the latest Activity Guide. – Parks 
& Community Services 
 
 

SUMMER AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER:  Summer is in full swing at the Benicia 
Community Center. Adventures Day Camp (ADC) Staff kicked off this summer with a 
staff training the first weekend of June. 40 part-time staff members prepared for a summer 
of fun and games. They participated in many team building and safety exercises to prepare 
them to be successful Recreation Leaders.   
 

The Adventures Day 
Camp program is an 
11 week program, 
with over 150 
children that range 
from 1st – 8th grade. 
Our staff plan 
games, sports, arts, 
crafts, cooking & 
science activities to 
name a few. Each 
Session is based on a 
theme and the kids 
have the opportunity 
to go swimming at 

the James Lemos Swim Center daily as well as playing in the City Park on First Street. 
Children also have the opportunity to attend 5 field trips throughout the summer.  The next 
Adventures Day Camp field trip will be to the California Academy of Sciences in San 
Francisco, their 3rd field trip of the summer. – Parks & Community Services 
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SPECIAL OLYMPICS TORCH RUN:  On 
June 24, the Benicia Police Department 
participated in the annual Special Olympics 
Law Enforcement Torch Run. This annual 
event brings law enforcement together 
across the United States to show their 
support for Special Olympics.  
 

Benicia PD started the Solano County Law 
Enforcement leg of the run. Nine members 
of the Police Department ran a little over 
2.5 miles from Ninth Street Park to the 
entrance of the State Park. At the State Park 
the Torch was handed off to Vallejo Police 
Department runners. The Torch travelled 
throughout the County, ultimately ending up at the U.C. Davis Aggie Stadium for the 2015 
Northern California Special Olympics. 

BPD runners included:  Chief Erik Upson, Lt. Frank Hartig, Lt. Mike Greene, Officer 
MarJonne Roberson, Detective Fred Ayala, Dispatchers Amanda Donohue, Ondriea 
Perino, IT Analyst Sandy Ayala, Evidence Tech Laura Williams.  Running along with the 
PD was Special Olympic athletes Eric Silva and Joey Capp. – Police Department     
 
 
 
 

Chief Upson & Officer Roberson (l & r) 
run with Special Olympic Athletes and the torch
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
The City Manager’s Report from City of Benicia City Manager Brad Kilger is published 
twice monthly. Email your questions or comments to edev@ci.benicia.ca.us. For additional 
information on any of the items in this report, please contact one of the following 
departments: 
 
City Manager/Human Resources/I.T./City Clerk:  707.746.4200 
City Attorney:  707.746.4216 
Community Development:  707.746.4280 
Economic Development: 707.746.4202 
Finance Department:  707.746.4225 
Fire Department:  707.746.4275 
Library:  707.746.4343 
Parks & Community Services:  707.746.4285 
Police Department:  707.746.4265 
Public Works:  707.746.4240 


