
July 15, 2003  
The Benicia City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers.   Copies of Council Agendas are available in the City Clerk's office on the Friday afternoon before the Council meeting. 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING - CITY COUNCIL JULY 15, 2003  The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by Mayor Steve Messina at 7:31 p.m. Tuesday, July 15, 2003, in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of which are recorded on tape.  ROLL CALL: Present:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Absent:   None  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Messina led the pledge to the flag.  APPOINTMENTS: Mayor Messina announced the appointment of Chris Trimble to the Library Board of Trustees to fill a full term to June 30, 2006.  RESOLUTION NO. 03-106 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF CHRIS TRIMBLE TO THE LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES TO FILL A FULL TERM TO JUNE 30, 2006 The above Resolution confirming the Mayor’s appointment was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Noes:   None  Mayor Messina announced the appointment of Don Cuffel to People Using Resources Efficiently ("PURE").  RESOLUTION NO. 03-107 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF DON CUFFEL TO PEOPLE USING RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY ("PURE") The above Resolution confirming the Mayor’s appointment was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Noes:   None  Mayor Messina announced the appointment of Clark Wrigley to People Using Resources Efficiently ("PURE").  RESOLUTION NO. 03-108 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF CLARK WRIGLEY TO PEOPLE USING RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY ("PURE") The above Resolution confirming the Mayor’s appointment was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Noes:   None  PRESENTATIONS: BENICIA ARSENAL CLEAN UP, ARMY CORP OF ENGINEERS Jerry Vincent, Army Corps of Engineer, Project Manager, made a presentation to the Council; project continues to be fully funded; reviewed the work completed, Preliminary Assessment, OE Awareness Issues; of the 389 sites identified - 279 will require no further action - 110 will require more remediation; stated that a safety video was being prepared to use in the local schools. 



 ADOPTION OF AGENDA: Mayor Messina asked if there were any changes to the Agenda.  Jim Erickson, City Manager, requested that Item E - CAN System be removed from the Consent Calendar so that a report could be given; Council Member Bidou requested that Unfinished Business - Bond Measure for the Financing of the New Police Facility be heard prior to the Consent Calendar.  On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, and unanimously carried, Agenda was adopted as amended.  COMMUNICATIONS: WRITTEN: Mayor Messina read a letter received from Nancy Yates regarding funding for the Police Facility; stated letters had also been received from the Sierra Club and Bob Craft.  PUBLIC COMMENT: 
1. Libby McKendry and Chris Strawbridge, Benicia Main Street, 90 First Street, thanked everyone for their support of the 4th of July activities; announced the upcoming Waterfront Festival - July 25-27, 2003; showed a video prepared by Channel 11 promoting the festival. 2. Council Member Smith offered congratulations to the 11-12 Little League All Stars District Champions - a game will be held July 16, 2003 at 5:30 p.m. Benicia Community Park; commended Ken Hanley, Fire Chief, for his direction and handling of the two additional fires at the Valero Refinery; reminded citizens that the public review and comment period for the Valero Asphalt Plant will continue until August 11, 2003. 3. Anthony Shannon, 28 Buena Vista, questioned the amount that is charged for the basic sewer rate. 4. Elizabeth Patterson, 1215 West 2nd Street, stated there is a need for a new police station but concerned about the process; low interest rates should be used for other needs such as the Youth Center; suggested reducing the size of police station and increasing the bond to cover the cost of other city needs.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: BOND MEASURE FOR THE FINANCING OF THE NEW POLICE FACILITY  RESOLUTION DETERMINING THAT THE PUBLIC INTEREST AND NECESSITY DEMAND THE ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION AND COMPLETION OF CERTAIN MUNICIPAL IMPROVEMENTS AND THEIR FINANCING THROUGH THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS; AND  INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE ORDERING THE SUBMISSION OF A PROPOSITION INCURRING BONDED INDEBTEDNESS FOR THE PURPOSE OF THE ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION AND COMPLETION OF CERTAIN MUNICIPAL IMPROVEMENTS TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF THE CITY AT THE MUNICIPAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 4, 2003 Jim Trimble, Police Chief, summarized the need to replace the current police building; reviewed the various actions taken to date to educate the public.  Gary Robbins, Urban Alternatives, reviewed the findings of the latest "tracking survey" taken in early July; based on a $58.00 per year increase in property tax, 86% of those polled would vote "yes" however, those percentages did decrease as the amount of property tax became higher.  Jim Erickson, City Manager, stated that due to the budget situation at the State level and additional funding required by the PERS Retirement System the ability to use monies from the City’s General Fund would probably not be available for this project.  Vice Mayor Campbell reviewed the rates and percentages that would be paid by residential, commercial, industrial and refineries for the life of the bond. 



 Council Member Bidou questioned the survey’s findings; concerned about public perception; does not want the bond to fail by asking for too much money; suggested building only the police building thereby lowering the amount of the bond.  Fifteen concerned citizens spoke on this item.  Mayor Messina called for a break at 10:24 p.m. Mayor Messina reconvened the meeting at 10:34 p.m.  Council Member Smith stated that there was a number of things that made this project more than what are needed; City needs a downtown community center and by reducing the size of the police facility both can be done; supports sending this to the voters.  Council Member Whitney stated that the number one priority is health and safety; supports a vote of the people; need to ask for the money upfront; City does not have to spend the entire amount of the bond.  Vice Mayor Campbell asked for clarification on the amount of money provided in the construction contingency fund.  Mayor Messina supports the request for the $14 million; prudent to ask for more funding than possibly needed as a safety measure; construction plans have not been finalized and can be refined.  Council took the following actions: RESOLUTION NO. 03-109 - A RESOLUTION DETERMINING THAT THE PUBLIC INTEREST AND NECESSITY DEMAND ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION AND COMPLETION OF CERTAIN MUNICIPAL IMPROVEMENTS AND THEIR FINANCING THROUGH THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Campbell, the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Noes:   None  INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 03-   AN ORDINANCE ORDERING THE SUBMISSION OF A PROPOSITION OF INCURRING BONDED DEBT FOR THE PURPOSE OF THE ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION AND COMPLETION OF CERTAIN MUNICIPAL IMPROVEMENTS TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF THE CITY OF BENICIA AT THE MUNICIPAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 4, 2003 On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Bidou, the above Ordinance was introduced on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Noes:   None  CONSENT CALENDAR: Mayor Messina asked if there were any requests for items to be pulled from the Consent Calendar; requests were made for Item A - Approval of Minutes of July 1, 2003 and Item E - CAN System change status report - to be pulled.  On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Bidou, and unanimously carried, the following items were approved under the Consent Calendar:  RESOLUTION NO. 03-110 - A RESOLUTION SETTING THE 2003-04 SECURED TAX RATES FOR THE 1997 SEWER BONDS  ORDINANCE NO. 03-4 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 3.08 (PURCHASING SYSTEM) OF TITLE 3 (REVENUE AND FINANCE) OF THE BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE  ORDINANCE NO. 03-5 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 3.09 (UNIFORM PUBLIC 



CONSTRUCTION COST ACCOUNTING) OF TITLE 3 (REVENUE AND FINANCE) OF THE BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE  ORDINANCE NO. 03-6 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 3.10 (CONTRACTING FOR SERVICES) OF TITLE 3 (REVENUE AND FINANCE) OF THE BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE>  RESOLUTION NO. 03-111 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF THE CITY ATTORNEY AS THE CITY’S DIRECTOR AND THE DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY AS THE ALTERNATE TO THE ABAG PLAN BOARD OF DIRECTORS  RESOLUTION NO. 03-112 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING COMPLETION OF THE EMERGENCY REPAIR WORK TO CITY HALL AND DIRECTING STAFF TO SUBMIT A PROGRESS REPORT AT THE NEXT SCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETING  Waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and adopted pursuant to this Agenda. 
(END OF CONSENT CALENDAR)  APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JULY 1, 2003 Council Member Bidou requested this item to be pulled from the Consent Calendar; stated that he had not attended the meeting and would be abstaining from the vote.  Council took the following action: APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JULY 1, 2003 On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney, the Minutes of July 1, 2003 were adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina Noes:   None Abstain:   Council Member Bidou  CAN SYSTEM CHANGE STATUS REPORT Jim Erickson, City Manager, reported that a meeting had been held with Contra Costa County to discuss common problems and protocols; additional meetings will be held in the future.  Ken Hanley, Fire Chief, reviewed actions taken regarding the CAN System since the fire incident on June 25, 2003; (1) refresher classes for existing staff will be held (2) additional staff added to support list (3) CAN manual to be updated (4) CAN Coordinator will be attending monthly meetings with Contra Costa CAN coordinators (5) software program will be updated.  Council Member Smith suggested that the Emergency Plan passed last year needed refining.  Eight concerned citizens spoke on this item.  Mayor Messina requested a cost estimate to tie into the Contra Costa system; error on the side of caution regarding the use of sirens when alerting citizens of possible hazards.  On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, and unanimously carried, to continue the meeting after 11:30 p.m.  PUBLIC HEARINGS: PUBLIC HEARING ON A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FINANCIAL PLAN FOR THE INFLOW/INFILTRATION IMPROVEMENT PROJECT Dan Schiada, Interim Public Works Director, reviewed the two major problems with the wastewater collection and treatment systems, (1) the agreed upon solution and (2) requirements and repayment of the State Revolving Fund Loan Program.  Mayor Messina opened the Public Hearing. Legal notice was given. No written protests received.  The following persons spoke on this item: 



1. Tony Shannon, 28 Buena Vista, suggested a review of how sewer charges are determined; current system not equitable. 2. Gretchen Burgess, 28 Buena Vista, spoke on alternative methods of composting. 
Mayor Messina closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Council took the following actions: 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-113 - A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A WASTEWATER CAPITAL 
RESERVE FUND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD’S 
REQUIREMENTS OF THE STATE REVOLVING FUND LOAN PROGRAM 
On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, the above Resolution was 
adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-114 - A RESOLUTION DEDICATING THE SEWER SERVICE CHARGE AS 
THE SOURCE OF REVENUE FOR REPAYMENT OF ANY AND ALL STATE REVOLVING FUND 
LOANS FOR THE INFLOW/INFILTRATION (I/I) PROJECT (SRF LOAN PROJECT NO. C-06-
4528-210) 
On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, the above Resolution was 
adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
 
REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER: 
ORAL REPORT ON THE MAJOR DEAL POINTS OF THE VIP AGREEMENT 
This item was postponed until the meeting of August 5, 2003. 
 
REPORTS FROM CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 
BI-MONTHLY COMMITTEE REPORTS 
This item was postponed until the meeting of August 5, 2003. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
RESOLUTION SUBMITTING A BALLOT MEASURE TO THE VOTERS AT THE NOVEMBER 4, 2003 
GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION PERTAINING TO THE URBAN GROWTH BOUNDARY 
Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, reviewed this item. 
 
Vice Mayor Campbell requested clarification of the differences between the Council Measure and the 
Citizen’s Initiative. 
 
Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, stated that the Citizen’s Initiative was more restrictive, more 
things must go to a vote of the people and it locks in the Urban Growth Boundary. 
 
Council Member Smith stated that this Resolution ignores the Urban Growth Boundary Committee and 
its recommendations; allows major decisions to be made by a majority of Council; decisions should be 
done by a vote of the people. 
 
Five concerned citizens spoke on this item. 
 
Council took the following action: 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-115 - A RESOLUTION SUBMITTING A BALLOT MEASURE TO THE 
VOTERS AT THE REGULAR MUNICIPAL ELECTION ON NOVEMBER 4, 2003 PERTAINING TO 
THE CITY’S URBAN GROWTH BOUNDARY 
On motion of Council Member Bidou, seconded by Council Member Campbell, the above Resolution 
was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 



Ayes:   Council Members Bidou, Whitney and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   Council Members Campbell and Smith 
 
PARTNERSHIPS WITH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Mayor Messina stated that he and Council Member Smith would like to meet with the School District to 
explore ways to help the District. 
 
Council Member Smith stated he would like to take action; made a motion to defer the School 
District’s payment of their water bills for two to three years. 
 
Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, clarified that action could not be taken on this item as it had not 
been agendized properly. 
 
Jim Erickson, City Manager, questioned if this was already the role of the School District Liaison 
Committee; requested asking staff to establish a mission statement for this committee; requested 
clarification on the magnitude of support the Council was willing to provide to the School District. 
 
Council Member Smith stated that the School District Liaison Committee was not scheduled to meet 
until September 10, 2003; would like action taken; does not matter which committee holds the 
discussions. 
 
Mayor Messina stated that he and Council Member Smith would make contact with the School District 
and report back at a future Council Meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mayor Messina adjourned the meeting at 12:59 a.m. 
 
 
Linda S. Purdy, City Clerk 


