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MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING – CITY COUNCIL 

JULY 21, 2009 
 

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by 
Mayor Elizabeth Patterson at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 21, 2009 in the City Council 
Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of which are recorded on 
tape. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Absent: None 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Mayor Patterson led the pledge to the flag. 
 
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS: 
A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of each member of the public is posted at the 
entrance to the Council Chambers per Section 4.04.030 of City of Benicia Ordinance No. 
05-6 (Open Government Ordinance). 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS: 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Openings on Boards and Commissions: 
 Sky Valley Open Space Committee: 

One unexpired term to September 30, 2010 
One full term to January 31, 2013 

 
Mayor’s Office Hours: 
Mayor Patterson will maintain an open office every Monday (except holidays) in the 
Mayor’s Office of City Hall from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  No appointment is necessary.  
Other meeting times may be scheduled through the City Hall office at 746-4200. 
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
None 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
None 
 
PROCLAMATIONS: 
 Recognition of Benicia High School’s Participation in the Students for the 

Advancement of Global Entrepreneurship (SAGE) Program 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
Mr. Erickson discussed the amended sections of the proposed ordinances that were 
presented to Council tonight. 
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Vice Mayor Campbell requested item IX-A be moved to the beginning of the meeting. 
Mayor Patterson discussed the requirements of moving agenda items. Ms. McLaughlin 
discussed the effect the change could have on other agenda items. Mayor Patterson 
suggested Council attempt to get through the agenda as presented in a timely manner so 
that item IX-A could be discussed.  
 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Ioakimedes, 
the Agenda was adopted as presented, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor Patterson 
Noes: Vice Mayor Campbell 
 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 
WRITTEN: 
Various items submitted (copies on file). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
1. Gene Doherty – Mr. Doherty discussed the possible closure of State Parks in 

California. He discussed the local efforts to save the Benicia State Parks.  
2. Council Member Schwartzman - Council Member Schwartzman clarified some 

comments regarding his 7/20/09 interview on the Channel 5 News.  
3. Mayor Patterson - Mayor Patterson asked Mr. Erickson to discuss facts regarding the 

State budget. Mr. Erickson discussed some of the proposed cuts, illegal takings, street 
resurfacing funds, gas tax funds, the State’s ability to repay loans it receives from 
cities, conversations Staff has had with Senator Wiggins and Assemblymember 
Yamada regarding the proposed cuts, upcoming press conference for Northern 
California cities that will be held in Vacaville 7/22/09, and how the proposed cuts 
could affect the City’s reserves.  

 
Vice Mayor Campbell and Staff discussed the State’s ability to borrow from cities 
twice in ten years.  
 
Mayor Patterson summarized that the cuts reflected $6.8 billion cut from K-12 and $3 
billion cut from higher education, and it borrows cities’ road money. She expects to 
see changes to the governorship and structural changes in governance in the next 
three years.  
 
Council Member Hughes discussed not being able to count on the State’s ability or 
wherewithal to pay cities back in three years for the money it borrows.  
 

CONSENT CALENDAR: 
Council pulled item VII-C. 
 
Council approved the Minutes of June 23, 2009, June 30, 2009, July 2, 2009 and July 7, 
2009.  
 
RESOLUTION 09-68 - A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE PROPOSALS FOR THE 
BENICIA INTERMODAL FACILITIES PROJECT, AWARDING THE 
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CONSULTANT CONTRACT TO KIMLEY-HORN AND ASSOCIATES, INC. OF 
OAKLAND, CA IN THE AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $91,455 AND 
AUTTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE CONTRACT ON BEHALF 
OF THE CITY 
 
RESOLUTION 09-69 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 2009 BENICIA SEWER 
SYSTEM MANAGEMENT PLAN IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS 
OF THE STATE AND REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARDS 
 
ORDINANCE 09-14 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SUBSECTION B OF SECTION 
1.44.100 (PERSON OR BODY TO HEAR AN APPEAL OR REVIEW A DECISION) 
OF CHAPTER 1.44 (APPEALS) OF TITLE 1 (GENERAL PROVISIONS) OF THE 
BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE 
 
RESOLUTION 09-70- A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF 
WATER DISTRIBUTION PIPELINE FITTINGS AND HARDWARE FOR FY 2009/10 
FROM ROBERTS & BRUNE CO. OF SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA, FOR A NOT-TO-
EXCEED COST OF $100,000 
 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, the 
Consent Calendar was adopted as amended, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
Approval to waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and adopted pursuant to this 
agenda. 

(END OF CONSENT CALENDAR) 
 
Council took the following actions: 
Approval of Benicia Local Agency Priority Projects to be listed in the Solano 
Transportation Authority’s Updated Comprehensive Transportation Plan: 
Mayor Patterson discussed the policies in the General Plan regarding roads, the need to 
institutionalize those policies, and the possibility of having a zone-based code for the 
City’s circulation program.  
 
Public Comment: 
None 
 
RESOLUTION 09-71 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING A LIST OF BENICIA LOCAL 
AGENCY PRIORITY PROJECTS TO BE LISTED IN THE UPDATED SOLANO 
TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY’S COMPREHENSIVE TRANSPORTATION 
PLAN  
 
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Vice Mayor Campbell, the above 
Resolution was adopted, on roll call by the following vote: 
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Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 
Patterson 

Noes: None 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
Appeal of Traffic Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Committee decision to temporarily keep 
the Kuhland Alley Gate Open into the East E Street Parking Lot.  (Public Works & 
Community Development Director) 
Charlie Knox, Public Works and Community Development Director, reviewed the staff 
report.  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell asked for clarification from Staff that he and Council Member 
Hughes could participate in the discussion, as they were on the committee that made the 
original decision that was being appealed. Ms. McLaughlin clarified that they could 
participate in the discussion.  
 
Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed why the City would need to invoke 
CEQA. 
 
Ms. McLaughlin briefly discussed the prior court decision regarding this matter. 
 
Vice Mayor Campbell recused himself from the discussion, as he felt there might be a 
conflict, as he sat on the committee that made the original decision that was being 
appealed.  
 
Council Member Hughes stated that he felt he could be impartial and would participate in 
the discussion. He and Staff discussed whether it was really a street extension or a 
parking lot with an entrance and exit, the need for CEQA review (cost would have to be 
absorbed by City as there is not a project applicant), and the ballpark figure to pave the 
parking lot (close to $1 million with paving and improvements).  
 
Appellant: 
Ms. Sandra Shannonhouse read a prepared statement stating her concerns (copy on file). 
She discussed previous contacts she has had with the City and various committees 
regarding the issue, the City being in the midst of the planning process for a future 
development project for the lot, soil studies that have been done for the area, previous 
problems incurred with buildings built on peat, support for the appeal by citizens who 
encounter problems with dust and gravel from the lot, and her and Ms. Dixon’s request 
that the appeal be upheld and that their appeal fee be refunded.  
 
Public Hearing Opened 
 
Public Comment 
1. Pamela Dixon – Ms. Dixon discussed concerns regarding the unpaved dirt parking 

lot, the beauty of the lot, the lack of parking on First Street, and the need to develop 
something in the space that everyone could enjoy. 
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2. William Byrd – Mr. Byrd discussed the need to properly pave, light, and preserve the 
lot, and to have only one entrance/exit on East Second Street 

 
Council Member Schwartzman asked for clarification on the appeal process. Ms. 
McLaughlin discussed the process.  
 
Organized Opponent:  
Pat Donahue – Mr. Donahue discussed the reasons for his request: opening the gate, 
traffic calming, having the lot improved. He discussed goal 2.3 of the City’s General 
Plan, the need to open and maintain the E Street Lot, the need for additional parking 
Downtown, concerns regarding selling the lot to the Olsen Company, condominiums in 
the space not being in compliance with the current General Plan, the need to fix the lot, 
the need to have the gate opened, and the need for a usable parking lot. 
 
Public Comment: 
3. Gretchen Burgess – Ms. Burgess discussed the various concerns raised by citizens at 

the Traffic, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Committee meetings and the need for 
parking in the E Street Lot.  

4. Dan Smith – Mr. Smith discussed the need to restore access to the lot from Kuhland 
Alley.  

 
Public Hearing closed 
 
Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed the issue of the EIR and the General Plan, the 
project the City has engaged in regarding soliciting ideas from the community regarding 
development of the lot, the issue of parking being a part of any development that would 
go on the lot, the need to consider the public parking needs at various levels, to what 
extent events would trigger CEQA, and the issue of putting box trees in the lot to separate 
the lot (and why that has not been done).  
 
Council Member Hughes and Staff discussed a past study that was done that showed 
there was adequate parking Downtown (and the issue of it not being accurate), the need 
to keep the issue simple (it is a simple paved parking lot), the need to revisit the CEQA 
trigger, the need to meet the needs of the neighborhood and the needs of the community, 
and the need to be creative to get the project done.  
 
Council Member Schwartzman discussed the issue of having additional residents 
Downtown with a project such as the Olsen Project, the possibility of structure that 
accommodated parking and residents, the problems with the prior E Street Lot process, 
and the need to do something with the lot to prevent donuts being done, etc.  
 
Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed the timeframe to begin the process for 
development of the lot, the use of a natural barrier to divide the lot as suggested by 
Mayor Patterson, and possible costs associated with installing a natural barrier.  
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Rebuttal: 
Ms. Shannonhouse requested that the appeal fees be returned, the new alley on the north 
side of the lot (courtesy of Mr. Donahue), improving the alley on the north side so it 
could be the access to and from East Second Street, dangers conditions that are created 
when the alley access is opened, and the need to pave the lot.  
 
Council Member Schwartzman and Ms. Shannonhouse discussed the issue of installing 
an interim natural barrier as discussed earlier. Ms. Shannonhouse thought it was a very 
workable idea and would be interested in exploring it.  
 
Council Member Hughes offered a motion based on a Staff commitment to aggressive 
seek out short- term solutions to make it a feasible lot and refund appeal fees to appellant. 
He clarified that the direction to Staff was to aggressively seek out short-term solutions to 
make it a usable lot and to refund appeal fees.  
 
RESOLUTION 09-72 - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BENICIA UPHOLDING AN APPEAL OF THE TRAFFIC PEDESTRIAN AND 
BICYCLE SAFETY COMMITTEE’S DECISION TO TEMPORARILY KEEP THE 
KUHLAND ALLEY GATE OPEN INTO THE E STREET PARKING LOT 
 
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member Schwartzman, the 
above Resolution was adopted, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor Patterson 
Noes: None 
Abstain: Vice Mayor Campbell 
 
Adopt changes to the Master Fee Schedule that includes changes in service charges:  
Rob Sousa, Finance Director, reviewed the staff report.  
 
Council Member Hughes and Staff discussed increases various fees (pool, Clocktower), 
non-resident fees (standardizing the 25% increase for non-resident fees), the percentage 
of non-residents who take advantage of the City’s services (approximately 15-20%), and 
having non-residents carry more of the increases since Benicia citizens already pay City 
taxes.  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell and Staff discussed concerns regarding increases to residents 
(specifically the pool fees), concerns regarding design review fees, waiving fees for 
historic structures, concerns regarding raising the parking ticket fees (could be 
counterproductive to tourism), and concerns regarding raising the dog license fees.  
 
Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed design review fees, and the City’s fees being 
comparable (or lower) to other cities.  
 
Council Member Schwartzman and Staff discussed lowering historic design review fees 
and making the fees on par with homes outside of the Historic District, the need to 
proceed with the E Street Lot (in reference to the parking ticket fees).   
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Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed the cost to senior citizens for dog 
licenses and pool fees, card room fees, senior citizen discount fees, and streamlining the 
discount fees to the age of 60.  
 
Council and Staff discussed design review fees for historic homes, developing a list of 
reasons why a person would or would not want their home to be historic, the quality of 
service the City would like to be able to provide and some of the constraints it might have 
if it lost the revenue, support for having fees at $300/$600, lowering the $1,750 fee, and 
Staff’s request that if the minor/major review fees were changed to $300/$600, that the 
fee of $1,025 fee for commercial and industrial buildings that are non-historic (and 
possibly keep it in place for commercial historic buildings).  
 
Public Comment: 
1. Gretchen Burgess – Ms. Burgess discussed the need to keep the fees for spaying and 

neutering dogs low and raising the fees for people who do not spay or neuter their 
dogs, and the need to educate the public on what is involved in being a responsible 
pet owner. 

 
Mayor Patterson summarized the following changes Council needed to consider: 1) 
standardize senior age to 60 for those that were variable, 2) change or increase the 
unaltered dog fee, 3) change design review for residential to decrease; don’t change 
commercial, and 4) for recreation, either change tonight or send it back to the Parks, 
Recreation and Cemetery Commission to have them look at the non-residential use so 
that there is consistency.  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell made a motion to leave parking ticket fee at $40, design review - 
HPRC for historic and contributing structures reduce to $600, resident/non-resident fees 
be sent back to Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Commission so see if they could come 
up with a better arrangement for residential, make the senior age 60 across the board, 
change the dog fees proposed fee increase go forward but have the fees reviewed before 
next parks brochure is printed, elimination of card room fees (as long as it is consistent 
with the business license ordinance), go with the recommendation to increase the fee 
from $40 to $60 with a rebate of $20 if an unaltered dog is neutered.  
 
Council Member Hughes suggested making the statement regarding resident/non-resident 
fees stronger, with a higher percentage than 25% for non-residents.  
 
Council and Staff discussed the issue of resident/non-resident fees, and problems the 
changes would pose with brochures.  
 
Council Member Hughes proposed the fee increase go forward but have the fees 
reviewed before next brochure is printed. Vice Mayor Campbell stated he would add that 
to the motion.  
 
Mr. Knox asked for clarification that Vice Mayor Campbell’s attention to contributors 
and landmark structures were residential specifically, and then the City still had the 
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opportunity to use the $300/$600/$1,000 reviews for non-residential. Vice Mayor 
Campbell confirmed that was correct.  
 
Council Member Schwartzman and Staff discussed concerns regarding the unintended 
consequences with going to age 60 across the board, the fact that the senior discount for 
cable was ending, how Staff arrived at the age for the senior discount on pool fees, and 
support for leaving the senior discount ages as proposed.  
 
Council Member Ioakimedes discussed wanting to see the elimination of the card room 
categories from the fees.  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell stated he would be okay leaving the age for senior discounts as 
proposed, and he would add Council Member Ioakimedes’ suggestion regarding 
removing the card room section. 
 
Council Member Hughes and Staff discussed how fees collected for dog licenses were 
allocated, how much money is collected annually in parking fees (approximately $20,000 
per year).  
 
Council discussed its support of raising the parking ticket fee from $25 to $40. 
 
RESOLUTION 09-73 - A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A MASTER FEE SCHEDULE 
THAT INCLUDES CHANGES IN DEPARTMENTAL FEES AND CHARGES 
 
On motion of Vice Mayor Campbell, seconded by Council Member Hughes, the above 
Resolution was adopted as amended, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
Mayor Patterson called for a 10-minute break at 9:25 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 9:35 p.m. 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
First reading and introduction of an ordinance creating a Community Sustainability 
Commission: 
Charlie Knox, Public Works & Community Development Director, reviewed the staff 
report. There were a few items that were missed in the ordinance that was presented in 
the agenda packet: 1) a whereas paragraph relating to the tie between historic 
preservation and sustainability, 2) the need for a separate term for the high school student 
that sits on the commission (a senior could not serve a 4-year term), 3) minor 
wordsmithing, important in the sense that it better defines the commission through 
advising rather than overseeing, and 4) the statement about being specific about climate 
action and water conservation funds is to not confuse the other funds that came into the 
VIP Settlement Agreement about open space, air quality, buffers, etc.  
 
Mr. Erickson discussed the funding for Staff.  
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Vice Mayor Campbell and Staff discussed the makeup of the commission.  
 
Public Comment: 
1. Gene Doherty – Mr. Doherty spoke in support of the proposed commission, support 

for some of Staff and Mayor Patterson’s proposed changes, frequency of meetings, 
makeup of the commission, and televising the meetings.  

2. Marilyn Bardet – Ms. Bardet spoke in support of the proposed commission. 
3. Jim Stevenson – Mr. Stevenson spoke in support of the proposed commission. He 

discussed the ‘Berkeley First’ program.  
4. Kathy Kerridge – Ms. Kerridge spoke in support of the proposed commission. She 

suggested monthly meetings, 7:00 p.m. start time for meetings, the need to establish a 
way to measure the City’s progress, and the suggestion that under qualifications, it 
should just read ‘energy’ not energy conservation.  

5. Citizen – the citizen spoke in support of the proposed commission. 
6. Dan Smith – Mr. Smith echoed the previous comments made by speakers. 
7. Dana Dean – Ms. Dean discussed the need for clarification on the high school 

member, clarification on ex officio members, and on the second to the last whereas, 
where it states as published ‘regarding the industrial based economy, which makes up 
31%...’ she suggested removing that unless there is a compelling reason to leave it in.  

 
Mayor Patterson and Ms. Dean discussed adding a 'whereas' that would address Ms. 
Dean’s concern regarding data in the whereas, the issue of ex officio members – 
adding ‘or designee’, and not striking the whereas as requested, but adding a footnote 
to explain data.  

 
Mayor Patterson and Staff reviewed her proposed changes (copy on file).  
 
Council Member Schwartzman discussed the need to add ‘Benicia resident’ to the 
requirements for serving on the commission, reference to applying for grant funds to 
sustain the commission, having 7 members on the commission, moving the reference to 
sustainability out of the purpose, the need for an annual report, and review of the 
commission in one year.  
 
Ms. McLaughlin suggested adding a section on definitions. 
 
Council Member Ioakimedes discussed ‘sustainability’ in the purpose, the lack of 
reference to ‘health’, the need for the Industrial Park to be represented on the 
commission, concern regarding Mayor Patterson’s change regarding ‘duties – 
implementation of strategic plan’ (needs wordsmithing), and his dislike for ex officio 
members (if they are there they should be able to vote).  
 
Council Member Hughes discussed striking the second to last whereas, support for a 7-
member commission, support for meetings every other month (but they could meet as 
often as they need to), start off with ‘advise’ as opposed to ‘oversee to advise.’ He was 
fine with the rest of the recommendations. 
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Vice Mayor Campbell and Staff discussed support for a 7-member commission, the need 
for the committee members to be residents of Benicia, concerns regarding cost for 
staffing the commission, and the lack of staff to support monthly meetings.  
Mayor Patterson clarified that the adoption of the ordinance does not institutionalize the 
cost to maintain the commission. 
 
Mayor Patterson stated that Council discussed the following issues: 1) clarified the issue 
of Benicia residence (it is a matter of City law), 2) have the commission bring grant 
recommendations to Council, 3) the commission must prepare an annual report to 
Council, 4) the commission will have an annual review, and 5) adding ‘health’ into 
various sections of the ordinance. She discussed the reasons for having ex-officio 
members on commissions, and concerns regarding BIPA members being on the 
commission.  
 
Council Member Schwartzman discussed the need to clarify the issue of a person’s 
ability to represent one entity or another on the commission, but not both.  
 
Mayor Patterson and Council discussed alternate suggestions for the word ‘balance’ in 
the purpose statement (weigh, consider, or seek to balance), and support for a 7-member 
commission.  
 
Ms. McLaughlin suggested she review the changes Council made to the proposed 
ordinance: 1) addition of the whereas on the National Trust for Historic Preservation, 2) 
insert the City of Benicia’s adopted greenhouse gas reduction goals…, 3) delete the 
second to last whereas, 4) establish the commission membership at 7, 5) set forth the term 
for all commissioners except the student member (tweak the wording a little bit from 
what was submitted), 6) add in health and sustainability to the purpose statement (it will 
be oversight for integrated solutions that seek to balance economic, ecological, social 
well-being, health and sustainability, and implement the adopted climate action plan, both 
now and the future, 7) create a new section called ‘definitions’ where we will include 
sustainability – it will be somewhere along the lines that it’s an evolving concept and the 
definition will change over time, but sustainability is defined by the City of Benicia 
General Plan and the World Commission…, 8) on member’s qualifications it will be 
added that there will be a demonstrated interested in water quality, water use, efficiency 
and conservation, air quality, local and regional economy, ecology, energy, 
transportation, land use/stewardship, green site planning and building, waste 
management, community and regional economics/finance, social justice, public relations, 
and local based business managements, 9) use the language proposed by Mayor Patterson 
regarding ex officio members, noting a person could only represent one of the groups 
(BIPA would not be included as an ex officio member), 10) meeting time and place 
would be changed to 7:00 p.m. (the change regarding monthly meetings would not be 
made since by law, the committee could already do that),  11) duties – there was a 
suggestion to add that they have to do this pursuant to the Open Government Ordinance 
(The committee has to comply with the law no matter what. Council will leave it up to 
Staff to decide if the addition to be made.), 12) insert under duties that the committee will 
advise on the implementation of the Benicia Climate Action Plan, 13) Staff will fix the 
language on the performance measures, 14) on item (b) they will do this in reference to 
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the Climate Action Plan, 15) add a new section (e) stating the committee will prepare an 
annual report for Council, and 16) add new section (f) it will state that the committee will 
recommend filing for grants.  
 
Council Member Schwartzman and Staff discussed the issue of using shall vs. should. 
Staff confirmed that ‘shall’ was typically used.  
 
Mayor Patterson discussed the idea of the commission starting from Ms. Bardet’s kitchen 
table six or seven years ago. If we can do this in Benicia, we are going to make a 
difference and the world will be a better place. She expressed her thanks to the citizens 
who made this happen, her colleagues, and Staff for their efforts.  
 
ORDINANCE 09- - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 2.60.120 
(APPLICATION) OF CHAPTER 2.60 (ADVISORY BODIES) BY ADDING A NEW 
SUBSECTION L AND ADDING A NEW CHAPTER 2.108 (COMMUNITY 
SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION) TO DIVISION 2 (BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS) OF TITLE 2 (ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL) OF THE 
BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE 
 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Vice Mayor Campbell, the 
above Introduction and First Reading of the above Ordinance was approved as amended, 
on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
First reading and introduction of an ordinance creating an Arts & Culture Commission: 
Anne Cardwell, Administrative Services Director, reviewed the staff report. She 
reviewed the proposed changes (copy on file).  
 
Public Comment: 
1. Bob Serrat – Mr. Serrat discussed his support for a commission, but not for all of the 

language in the proposed ordinance. The commission should be put on fast track, 
develop a schedule, have a timeline, report to Council on its progress, and the need 
for diversity on the commission.  

2. Marilyn Bardet – Ms. Bardet spoke in support of the proposed commission.  
3. Lee Wilder-Snider – Ms. Wilder-Snider spoke in support of a 9-member commission. 

She spoke in support of the proposed commission.  
4. Sandra Shannonhouse – Ms. Shannonhouse discussed the need to have the various 

types of artists spelled out as members (visual arts, performing arts, etc.). 
5. Kimble Goodman – Mr. Goodman spoke in support of the proposed commission.  
6. Dan Smith – Mr. Smith discussed the need for structure with regards to the makeup of 

the committee. 
7. Jubal Biggs – Mr. Biggs discussed the importance of knowing what the staffing 

requirement was up front.  
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Council discussed adding section (i) advising Council on public art, keeping Staff’s 
proposed language (strike ‘should be a resident’ because it is already a requirement by 
City law) and have a demonstrated interest in promoting/sustaining the arts and culture 
community, consisting of at least one member representing the visual arts and one 
member representing the cultural and performing arts, then add something stating that 
there could not be more than one member from an organization.  
 
Council Member Schwartzman discussed the need to identify more of the variety of arts 
and cultural groups to have a membership that is more broad based.  
 
Ms. Wilder-Snider and Ms. Shannonhouse discussed the issue of the committee’s 
membership.  
 
Council Member Hughes suggested changing the language to read ‘the goal is to strive to 
seek a balance.’ There is already an appointment process in place that will guard against 
stacking the deck (so to speak). He would leave it up to Staff to come up with appropriate 
language regarding the issue. 
 
Mayor Patterson suggested the language ‘demonstrate an interest in promoting/sustaining 
the arts and culture community, including poetry, visual, etc, but then at least one 
member’ and then keep (b) and (c).  
 
Council Member Ioakimedes discussed the need to see the purpose include reference to 
engaging the youth of the community, the need to clarify how the committee would make 
funding recommendations, and the issue of people who are currently serving on the 
HSAB being able to transfer to the new commission.  
 
Mayor Patterson discussed the issue of adding a paragraph regarding the commission 
adopting strategies or an approach for its evaluations. 
 
Council Member Schwartzman suggested adding ‘and cultural organizations’ to the 
purpose, the need for the commission to promote arts and culture outside of Benicia as 
well as inside (Staff will work on language), entire section under ‘powers’ was a 
duplicate section and was not needed (Staff will review for duplications), the need for 
central repository that provides a calendar of all events (arts, music, theater, festivals, 
etc.),  
 
Council discussed its support for a 9-member commission.  
 
Mr. Erickson suggested Council adopt similar language regarding the meeting time and 
place, as was adopted in the Sustainability Commission ordinance.  
 
Mayor Patterson stated the changes included the addition of duty (h) (revision to duty (b) 
and addition of duty (h).  
 
Council Member Hughes discussed the cost of staff time. The $20,000 that was quoted 
was all-inclusive.  
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Ms. McLaughlin requested clarification on the member’s qualifications. She read the 
language ‘these members cannot be members of other City boards or commissions or 
organized art groups.’  
 
Mayor Patterson stated that the idea was that it was not organizational centric. They 
could be a member of the group, but not a board member. She asked Staff to have a 
couple of options for Council when the second reading is brought back.  
 
Ms. McLaughlin asked if Council wanted this brought back for a first or second reading. 
Mayor Patterson expressed the group’s eagerness to move forward. Ms. McLaughlin 
stated she would see what she could do.  
 
Council Member Ioakimedes stated he thought it would be okay if someone who was on 
the Board of Arts Benicia served on the commission.  
 
Mayor Patterson thanked Marilyn O’Rourke, Sandra Shannonhouse, Lee Wilder-Snider, 
Kimble Goodman, and Pat Ryll for their efforts. She suggested inviting Ms. O’Rourke 
back for second reading and adoption of the ordinance.  
 
ORDINANCE 09- - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 2.60.120 
(APPLICATION) OF CHAPTER 2.60 (ADVISORY BODIES) BY ADDING A NEW 
SUBSECTION K AND ADDING A NEW CHAPTER 2.104 (ARTS AND CULTURE 
COMMISSION) TO DIVISION 2 (BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS) OF TITLE 2 
(ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL) OF THE BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE 
 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Vice Mayor Campbell, above 
Introduction and First Reading of an Ordinance was approved as amended, on roll call by 
the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
Designation of League of California Cities voting delegates and alternates:  
Continued 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
Reports from City Manager: 
Schedule of Capital Projects for 2009-2011 
Continued 
 
Council Member Committee Reports: 
1. Mayor’s Committee Meeting - (Mayor Patterson) - Next Meeting Date:  August 19, 

2009 
2. Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) - (Mayor Patterson & Vice 

Mayor Campbell) - Next Meeting Date:  October 22, 2009   
3. Finance, Audit & Budget Committee - (Vice Mayor Campbell & Council Member 

Schwartzman) - Next Meeting Date:  August 28, 2009 
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4. League of California Cities - (Mayor Patterson & Council Member 
Schwartzman) - Next Meeting Date:  July 30, 2009 

5. School Liaison Committee - (Council Members Ioakimedes & Hughes) - Next 
Meeting Date:  August 2009 

6. Sky Valley Open Space Committee - (Vice Mayor Campbell & Council 
Member Ioakimedes) - Next Meeting Date:  August 5, 2009 

7. Solano EDC Board of Directors - (Mayor Patterson & Council Member Ioakimedes) 
 Next Meeting Date:  July 23, 2009 
8. Solano Transportation Authority (STA) - (Mayor Patterson & Council Member 

Schwartzman) - Next Meeting Date:  September 9, 2009 
9. Solano Water Authority/Solano County Water Agency and Delta Committee - 

(Mayor Patterson & Vice Mayor Campbell) - Next Meeting Date:  August 13, 
2009  

10. Traffic, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Committee - (Vice Mayor Campbell & Council 
Member Hughes) - Next Meeting Date:  October 15, 2009 

11. Tri-City and County Regional Parks and Open Space - (Vice Mayor Campbell 
& Council Member Hughes) - Next Meeting Dates:  July 29, 2009  

12. Valero Community Advisory Panel (CAP) – (Council Member Hughes) - Next 
Meeting Date:  To be determined. 

13. Youth Action Task Force - (Council Members Ioakimedes & Schwartzman) - Next 
Meeting Date:  July 22, 2009 

14. ABAG/CAL FED Task Force/Bay Area Water Forum - (Mayor Patterson) - Next 
Meeting Date:  July 27, 2009 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS: 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT:                                                                 
Mayor Patterson adjourned the meeting at 11:29 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
       _________________________ 
        Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 


