
August 13, 2002
The Benicia City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers. Copies of Council Agendas are available in the City Clerk's office on the 
Friday afternoon before the Council meeting.

MINUTES OF THE
SPECIAL MEETING - CITY COUNCIL
AUGUST 13, 2002

A special meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by Mayor 
Messina at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, August 13, 2002, in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L 
Street, complete proceedings of which are recorded on tape.

Notice was duly given twenty-four hours prior to the meeting by the City Clerk.

ROLL CALL:
Present:  Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith and Mayor Messina
Absent:  Council Member Whitney

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Mayor Messina led the pledge to the flag.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA:
Mayor Messina asked if there were any changes to the Agenda.

On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Bidou, and unanimously 
carried, Agenda was adopted as presented.

COMMUNICATIONS:
WRITTEN:
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Cathy Ann Hewitt, 266 East B Street, commented on the amount of litter left after the Waterfront 
Festival; current need for substitute teachers in Solano County; Council should endorse the 
letter and spirit of the General Plan.
Stan Shaver, 929 Bolton Circle, stated concerns about the public notification of tonight’s Public 
Hearing; confusion about statements made in conversations with the Mayor and representatives 
of Pacific Bay Homes; against the passage of TEFRA Resolution. 
Mayor Messina clarified statements that were misunderstood; City has insisted that apartments 
be built to condominium specs; the units were originally going to be sold but now will be rented 
for a number of years; all proper notification had been done; affordable housing is a need in the 
community.

Council Member Whitney arrived at 7:11 p.m.
George Humphreys, 927 Bolton Circle, against Resolution; expressed concerns about traffic 
and parking in this area and notification of neighbors; more information is needed.
John Cosmides, 580 Periwinkle, stated that it was the responsibility of the City to facilitate, not 
build affordable housing; questioned if the City is legally obligated for the Bonds; what legal 
exposure will be incurred; questioned the possibility of securities fraud. 



Vice Mayor Campbell stated that due to his concern about having a legally defensible decision 
he was requesting that the Appeal Hearing set for August 27, 2002 be postponed until the 
Design Review and Planning Commissions had made their findings; uneasy that three different 
levels were looking at this project.

Mayor Messina stated that since this item was not on the Agenda, comment could not be made.

Otto Giuliani, City Manager, stated that the City was under time constraints; Public Notice would 
be given for August 27, 2002, but the item could be put on the Agenda of August 20, 2002 for 
discussion.

Council Member Smith stated that he was in agreement with Vice Mayor Campbell; Appellant 
had not been informed and would prefer a later date be scheduled for the hearing.

Council Member Bidou expressed concerns that this discussion was in violation of the Brown 
Act.

Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, confirmed that a discussion of the scheduling of this Appeal 
could be heard at the meeting of August 20, 2002; a notification of the Public Hearing for August 
27, 2002, would still have to be done prior to that meeting.

CONSENT CALENDAR:
No items were listed for approval on the Consent Calendar.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
TEFRA HEARING APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF REVENUE BONDS BY THE 
CALIFORNIA STATEWIDE COMMUNITIES DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY FOR BAY RIDGE 
(G-4) AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECT AT ROSE DRIVE AND CAMBRIDGE DRIVE
Otto Giuliani, City Manager, stated that this was just a formality to state the intent of the 
developer and the City to apply for tax-exempt housing revenue bonds; the City is not obligated 
for repayment of the debt.

Karen Majors, Assistant City Manager, gave a report; restated that the City is not responsible for 
the repayment of the debt; income levels of those that would qualify for this type of housing are 
done by the number of members in the household.

Mayor Messina opened the Public Hearing. No written protests were received.
Cathy Ann Hewitt, 266 East B Street, supports this project; good design; many affordable units 
on the Eastside are not well maintained.
John Cosmides, 580 Periwinkle, expressed concern about a 50 unit low income complex being 
built next to a childcare facility; questioned the long term effects; residents of Rose Drive have 
not been informed.
Stan Shaver, 929 Bolton Circle, commented on notification process; look at this project carefully; 
against project.
George Humphreys, 927 Bolton Circle, stated that reaction of the surrounding neighborhood 
should be considered; re-look at the Tourtelot site for potential affordable housing; obligation of 
the Council to look at the long-term effects.
Kevin Kramer, 857 Clifton Court, questioned the notification process; there is a history of high 
density/low income properties causing problems. 



Mayor Messina stated that a number of hearings have been held on this project; the project has 
already been approved; this hearing is about a special type of funding mechanism.
Donnell Rubay, 175 West H Street, expressed concerns about the scheduling of her Appeal.
Mayor Messina stated that this Public Hearing was to discuss the TEFRA Revenue Bonds; 
requested Ms. Rubay to leave the podium.

Mayor Messina called for a break at 8:02 p.m.
Mayor Messina reconvened the meeting at 8:08 p.m.
Cathy Carrage, 700 West I Street, supports this project; important for Benicia to have more 
affordable housing.
Mayor Messina closed the Public Hearing.

Council Member Smith stated that money does not equal character; all corners of the City must 
help with affordable housing; look into parking and traffic issues; supports this project.

Council Member Whitney supports this project; insure that there will be adequate policing of 
area.

Council Member Campbell requested that some type of form or procedure be put in place for 
tenants to report problems; monitor traffic situation.

Otto Giuliani, City Manager, stated that there was greater control over rental properties; Police 
would take action if there were any problems.

Council Member Bidou stated that the project has already been approved; concern from citizens 
seems to be about the notification process; will support.

Council took the following action:
RESOLUTION NO. 02-126 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF MULTIFAMILY 
HOUSING REVENUE BONDS BY THE CALIFORNIA STATEWIDE COMMUNITIES 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
On motion of Council Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney, the above Resolution was 
adopted on roll call by the following vote:
Ayes: Council Members Bidou, Campbell Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina
Noes: None

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION:

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION
(Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957)

TITLES: CITY MANAGER
CITY ATTORNEY

Adjourn to Closed Session at 8:29 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT:
Mayor Messina adjourned the meeting at 10:05 p.m.



Linda S. Purdy, City Clerk


