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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
~~~ 

AUGUST 25, 2014 
 

The City Manager’s Report from City of Benicia City Manager Brad Kilger is published twice monthly 
highlighting the activities of the departments of our full-service city. Previous editions are available on 
the City of Benicia City Manager’s page. For additional information on any items in this report, please 
see Contact List at the end of this report. 

 
-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   - 

 

EARTHQUAKE UPDATE:  Although Benicia received a rude awakening with Sunday’s 
6.0 temblor centered in American Canyon, very little 
damage was reported.  
 
Immediately following the earthquake Sunday morning, 
the City's public safety personnel began the process of 
assessing the community for potential damage. Later in 
the morning a more detailed assessment of key areas of 
the community was done in the daylight and no specific 
issues were noted. A community member contacted Fire 
Department personnel concerned about the building 
located at 901 First Street. The City Building Inspector 

was contacted to examine the site and safety precautions were taken to keep people away 
from the building until a more detailed assessment of the structure is completed. 
 
The Public Safety Dispatch Center received several calls of concern but no one reported 
any issues. Dispatch received word from Valero Benicia Refinery that they had no issues 
at their facility. With no issues in Benicia to support, the Benicia Fire Department was 
able to support Vallejo Fie Department with a mutual aid engine that assisted VFD in 
addressing various incidents.  
 
As we have moved into the second day since the earthquake, City staff continues to 
assess critical infrastructure and buildings within the community for potential 
compromise. It appears all City systems are working although our Public Works 
Department may be busy with water line leaks that seep to the surface in the next few 
days. If you have questions or concerns about a particular situation, please contact the 
City of Benicia Building Department at 707.746.4230 or the Benicia Police Department 
after hours 707.745.3411. You are encouraged to exercise caution around structures that 
you feel may have been compromised until such time as they are checked and deemed to 
be safe.  

http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b6ED35D53-F878-4B6F-848D-34308B0A00F5%7d&DE=%7b064E30B9-7D97-4864-BDEB-52C3664DF937%7d
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The City of Benicia has been actively engaged in disaster preparation for many years. 
This includes the efforts to ensure an effective response and management capability for 
disasters, as well as preparing the citizens of the community for disasters.  September is 
Disaster Preparedness month. Look for more information in the next City Manager’s 
Report. 
 
What can I do before the next quake?  
As it is human nature to put off that which is unpleasant or time 
consuming, this latest earthquake was a reminder that now is the 
time to get ready for the next big quake. Emergency services 
may be overwhelmed for several days and you may be on your 
own. Here are tips, links and resources to help you prepare:  
 

• Review these suggestions and bookmark the links for 
future use. 

• Keep a pair of old shoes under your bed. This quake 
occurred at night. As you leave your bed and begin to 
assess your home, it is very common to step on broken 
glass or other debris. The ability to slip on a pair of 
shoes is a simple way to prevent a common injury. 

• Make a Disaster Preparedness Plan with your family.  
• Make a Disaster Preparedness Kit. It is time consuming 

to create, but easy to maintain. Don’t forget to plan for 
your pets, too.  

• Sign up for Benicia Emergency Response Team training. BERT training helps 
citizens to become more self-sufficient following a major disaster by developing 
multifunctional teams that are cross-trained in basic survival skills. You will learn 
basic skills that are most commonly used in disasters. After completing this 
program, you will be able to function as a member of a team or as a leader of on-
site volunteers. 

• Check out FEMA’s brochure, What To Do Before, During and After an 
Earthquake.   

What can I do after the next quake? 
• To confirm that you felt an earthquake, how strong it was and where, check the 

US Geological Survey (USGS) website 
• To get the latest emergency update from Solano County, check their Emergency 

Information page, or the Benicia Fire Department’s Facebook page, or the City of 
Benicia Announcements page 

• If you smell natural gas or hear hissing, turn off the gas to your home. PG&E 
shows you how at 
http://www.pge.com/en/safety/gaselectricsafety/turngasoff/index.page? 

• If you see exposed wires in your home or office, shut off your electricity. PG&E 
shows you how at 
http://www.pge.com/en/safety/gaselectricsafety/electriconoff/index.page? 

• Follow the cautions in your Disaster Preparedness Plan. 
– City Manager 

 

http://www.solanocounty.com/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=2739
http://www.solanocounty.com/depts/oes/grs/kit.asp
http://www.beniciaccc.org/bert/
http://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1393450883621-5c5e54bfca701575d52c03bcc75c0107/what_to_do_fact_sheet_Feb_2014%20pdf.pdf
http://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1393450883621-5c5e54bfca701575d52c03bcc75c0107/what_to_do_fact_sheet_Feb_2014%20pdf.pdf
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://www.solanocounty.com/depts/oes/emergency.asp
http://www.solanocounty.com/depts/oes/emergency.asp
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Benicia-Fire-Department/122459117856418
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b77A312F2-B156-4443-98A9-3857BBF7BC47%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b77A312F2-B156-4443-98A9-3857BBF7BC47%7d
http://www.pge.com/en/safety/gaselectricsafety/turngasoff/index.page?
http://www.pge.com/en/safety/gaselectricsafety/electriconoff/index.page?
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SAVING WATER IN THE SHOWER:  To maximize showering efficiency, make sure that 
you have installed low flow showerheads in all your bathrooms. All showerheads 
manufactured in the U.S. must restrict flow to 2.5 gallons per minute (gpm) or less. Some 
models are designed to use even less water. If you live in an older house you may have a 
showerhead that has a much higher flow rate. 
 
If you’re not sure about the flow rate you can test it with a 5 gallon 
bucket and a watch. Turn the shower on full blast and put the bucket 
under the shower to capture all of the flow and at the same time start 
keeping time. Fill the bucket for 2 minutes. If you shower head uses 
2.5 gpm or less, the bucket won’t overflow during the test. If the 
bucket overflows during the test you do not have a low-flow shower 
head. 
 
During our drought emergency you have been asked to reduce your 
water use substantially. While shower water usage is typically less 
than toilet and clothes washer usage, it is an area where water 
reductions can be made. Here are some tips for maximizing shower use efficiency. 
 

• Take shorter showers. A typical shower last about 8 minutes and uses 17 gallons.  
An efficient shower last 3 or 4 minutes and uses 7.5 gallons. 

• Turn off the water while soaping up or shampooing.  
• Keep a bucket in the shower to collect excess water. You can use this water to 

irrigate your plants. 
• Check for and repair leaks in the tub diverter valve. 

The City of Benicia has low flow showerheads rated at 2.0 gpm and shower timers 
available. If you would like to get one please email your information to 
water@ci.benicia.ca.us. – Public Works 
 
 

LIBRARY PARTICIPATES IN BENCHMARK STUDY: The Benicia Public Library was 
recently asked to provide information on its best practices for a Benchmark study by the 
Menlo Park Library. Our Library joined a distinguished group of other libraries that 
included Burlingame, Palo Alto, Mountain View, Monterey and Los Gatos Public 
Libraries.  
 

Questions asked staff about areas they would like 
to develop/improve, about the programs they 
provide, and how the community views the 
Library. The Benicia Public Library excelled in 
the areas of flexibility, variety of programming, 
excellent staff collaboration, cooperation and 
cross-training, and flexibility. It was noted that 
82% of our residents voted to continue supporting 
Library service at its current level through the 
passage of Measure L in 2012. Also noted were 
the numerous collaborations and partnerships we 

have formed within the community. – Library 

http://www.glenbrook225.org/gbn/Academics/Library
mailto:water@ci.benicia.ca.us
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SOLTRANS ANNOUNCES SPECIAL CASH FARE:  
Don’t miss out on the special August fare on 
Summer Route 20. Effective August 1-30, it’s only 
25 Cents! Route 20 provides service between 
Downtown Benicia, Solano Community College 
and Gateway Plaza in Vallejo. Movies, shopping 
and dining are just a short bus ride away.  
 
This summer service provides a direct transit link, 
Monday - Saturday, between Benicia and Vallejo 
educational, shopping, and recreational destinations, 
including: 

• Solano Community College 
• Target 
• Best Buy 
• Century Theaters 

For a printable version of the schedule, including a 
map, click here. When you need a ride, think 
SolTrans. – City Manager’s Office 
 
 

CENTENARIAN CELEBRATION:  The Solano 
County Board of 
Supervisors is celebrating 
Solano County residents 
who are 100+ at the 8th            
Annual Centenarian 
Commemoration  on 
Tuesday, September 23 at 
1:00PM at the Board of 
Supervisors Chambers, 675 
Texas Street in Fairfield. If 
you know someone who is 
100 years old or older (or 
will turn 100 by the end of 
2014) please contact Evelyn 
Glenn, Senior Coalition, at 
707.784.8269 or 
glenne@solanocounty.com. 
Please send the names even 
if the centenarian cannot attend the Commemoration. – City 
Manager’s Office   
 
 
 
 

http://www.soltransride.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Advertisement-25-in-Aug-07-30-14.jpg
http://www.soltransride.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Benicia-schedule-rev-7-2-14_FINAL.pdf
mailto:glenne@solanocounty.com
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JUNIOR BASEBALL CAMP:  Benicia 
Parks & Community Services Department 
held two baseball camps again this 
summer with a total of 22 participate 
ranging in age from 4-6 years old. The 
coaching staff enjoyed teaching the 
fundamental skills while maintaining a 
fun atmosphere. Participants enjoyed 
learning the basics of throwing, pitching, 
base running and infield/outfield hitting. 
 

 
The camp was coached by 
Eliot Palmer, Recreation 
Coordinator & BHS 
Baseball Coach, and City 
of Benicia staff members 
(who also coach BHS 
Baseball). The coaches 
had a great time working 
with the children and 
teaching them the basics of 
baseball, many of which 

are playing for their first time. – Parks & Community Services  
 
 

COMMUNITY CHOICE AGGREGATION:  The Benicia City Council 
will hold a Study Session focused on Community Choice 
Aggregation (CCA) on Tuesday, September 9, 6:00 PM, in the 
Council Chambers at City Hall.  
 
What: Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) agencies 
purchase and/or develop clean power on behalf of residents, 
businesses, and municipal accounts in member jurisdictions. 
CCA is an energy supply model that works in partnership with 
Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) to deliver a higher percentage of 
renewable energy, maintain the energy grid, and provide customer 
service and billing. A broad range of panelists will discuss the pros & cons 
of CCAs. 
 
Why?: The City is investigating the possibility of joining an existing CCA - Marin Clean 
Energy so it can offer more renewable energy to residents. The City Council requested 
this session to learn more about CCA and encourage the public to be better informed. 
 
What if I can't attend?: The study session will be recorded and available to the public 
online. Additional information will continue to be posted on the City's website 
(www.ci.benicia.ca.us) as well as on the local community access television station 
(xfinity channel 27/U-verse channel 99). – Community Development 
 

http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/
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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT:  On Tuesday, August 5, the Benicia Police Department along 
with the Benicia Fire Department, City 
Council members and members from 
BERT (Benicia Emergency Response 
Teams) participated in the 31st Annual 
National Night Out.    
 
The purpose of this national event is to 
encourage local Neighborhood Watch 
groups across the country to participate by 
hosting special events in their 
neighborhoods. The event is designed to 
heighten crime and drug prevention 
awareness; generate support for, and 
participation in, local anticrime programs; 
strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-

community partnerships; and send a 
message to criminals letting them know 
neighborhoods are organized and fighting 
back. 
 
The Benicia Police Department has over 
30 Neighborhood Watch groups registered 
with the Police Department and this year 
seven neighborhoods participated by 
hosting a block party. They were: 400 
block Panorama Drive, upper and lower 
Cooper Drive at Byron and Bigler Court, 
Shannon Court, Buena Vista, 400 block of 
East K Street, and the 500 block of Vecino 
Drive. – Police Department  
 
 

NEW BENICIA BUSINESSES:  The following is a list of new business license applications 
for newly licensed businesses or businesses with new locations or owners. Please stop by 
and make them feel welcome: 

• Ken Adams Family Counseling and Consulting - 1440 Military West, Suite 
201E, owner: Kenneth Adams 

• Starlight Montessori School - 835 East 2nd Street, 
owner: Parisa Lobianco 

• Nans Gourmet Foods - 4856 East 2nd Street, owner: 
Nancy Pagan 

• Institute for Environmental Health, Inc. - 685 Stone 
Road, Unit 6, owners: Mansour Samadpour and Dalia 
Alfi 

- Economic Development  
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FIREFIGHTERS PROVIDE ASSISTANCE THROUGH CALIFORNIA’S MUTUAL AID SYSTEM:  
On August 1, Benicia Fire Department 
members were deployed with other 
resources from Solano County as part of a 
strike team. The members were Captain 
Steve Meisenheimer who was deployed as 
the Strike Team Leader, while Captain 
Greg Petersen, Engineer Jeff Toynbee, and 
Firefighter/Paramedic Kyle Sater staffed a 
Wildland engine. The strike team was 
originally deployed to the French Fire, 
located in Sierra National Forest east of 
Clovis. The strike team was assigned to 
this incident until August 8. This fire is 
reported to have been caused by an 
abandoned campfire.  

 
Upon being released from the French Fire the strike team was reassigned to the Lodge 
Lightning Complex in Mendocino County. After passing through Benicia for some fresh 
supplies, the crews continued on to Mendocino. The incident was located near the town 
of Laytonville. The strike team was assigned to perform preparation operations of various 
sites that were threatened by the spreading 
fire. As the name of the incident indicates, 
this fire was caused by a lightning strike. 
 
After two long weeks of hard work the 
strike team was released to return to 
Solano County. As this story is being 
written there are additional significant 
fires that have developed in the State that 
will likely result in requests for additional 
strike teams. So far, this year is proving to 
be significant with respect to wildland 
fires. Certainly the dry conditions, as well 
as the occurrence of thunderstorms have 
been contributing factors. We urge 
everyone to exercise extreme caution with activities that might contribute to the cause of 
a fire. – Fire Department 

 
 

BOARD GAME NIGHT:  The next Board Game 
Night at the Benicia Public Library is Friday, 
September 5 and every Friday thereafter, from 
6:00-8:30 PM. The Library provides the board 
games and snacks, so come for an evening that’s 
fun for all ages. – Library 

http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/4013/
http://cdfdata.fire.ca.gov/incidents/incidents_details_info?incident_id=1015
http://cdfdata.fire.ca.gov/incidents/incidents_details_info?incident_id=1015
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PERSONNEL NEWS:  The Benicia Police Department is pleased to 
announce the hiring of Deborah Ebron as a 
Public Safety Dispatcher. Deborah's first 
day on the job was Sunday, August 24. 
 
Deborah was born in Nottingham, England 
and her family moved to Australia when 
she was six months old. She was raised in 
Perth, Western Australia. She came to 
America for a holiday and loved it, so she 
decided to make the big move to the U.S. in 1999. She lives in 
American Canyon with her three children. Deborah has been a 
dispatcher for San Francisco (police, fire and medical) for the 
past six years and is looking forward to working for Benicia 
Police and meeting everyone. 
 
Please welcome Deborah to the City of Benicia family. – Police 
Department 

 
 
Benicia Police Chief Andrew Bidou has accepts a position with the City of Vallejo as 
Police Chief effective October 4.   
 
Andrew has worked for the City of Benicia since 2008, 
first as Deputy Chief and then, in 2011, he was appointed 
as Police Chief by City Manager Brad Kilger. Prior to 
joining the Benicia Police Department, he rose through 
the ranks to Captain of Newark Police Department. As a 
community member of Benicia, Bidou is an active 
participant in many local events and is frequently 
involved in school and athletic activities.  
 
“I am very grateful to have served the community of 
Benicia for the past six years. It is a very special place to 
live and work, in a large part due to the excellent level of 
service the City provides to its citizens” said Bidou. “I 
will greatly miss the members of Benicia Police 
Department, but look forward to working with the men 
and women of the Vallejo Police Department. I am 
honored to have been selected for this position and 
excited to take on this new opportunity.”  
 
“The City of Benicia is not only losing an excellent 
Police Chief, but also a significant asset to the organization” said Kilger. “That said I am 
very happy for Andrew, as this opportunity is a natural next step for him in his career. I 
wish him nothing but the best.” The City Manager is currently exploring options for an 
Interim Police Chief for the period while the City is recruiting for the position. Bidou’s 
last day at the City of Benicia will be October 3, 2014. – City Manager’s Office  
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SOLANO COMMUTE CHALLENGE:  Go Green, Win Green - Take the 2014 Solano 
Commute Challenge! The City of Benicia 
is working with Solano Napa Commuter 
Information (SNCI) August through  
October to encourage as many employees 
as possible to try a commute alternative 
(other than driving alone to work) such as 
carpooling, vanpooling, public transit, 
bicycling or walking to work. 
 
Here are the rewards: 

• Use a commute alternative on 30 or more workdays between August 1 and 
October 31 and become a "Commute Champion" and be rewarded with a $50 gift 
card (your choice of gas station or grocery store card) plus entry into a $100 prize 
drawing.  

• Become the "Most Outstanding Commuter" at your workplace who uses a 
commute alternative more than any co-worker and earn a $100 gift card reward 
and entry into a $500 drawing! 

• As a bonus, if your company finishes with more Commute Champions than any 
other employer in Solano County, we'll be the "Most Outstanding Workplace" and 
all successful participants will receive a free lunch from SNCI. 

The Solano Commute Challenge challenges you, your co-workers and our company. 
Please join in the friendly competition! If you live nearby, try walking or biking. In 
addition to your rewards, you will save gas, money and stress on your commute. By 
participating, you will also positively affect climate change by reducing your carbon 
footprint and greenhouse gases. 
 
Visit SNCI's web page at: www.commuterinfo.net (click on Solano Commute Challenge) 
for more details or to sign up. You can track your trips online, or if you prefer to register 
and log your trips by mail or fax. You can also follow the competition on SNCI's 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/511SolanoNapa. - Community Development 
 
 

HOT SUMMER / COOL MOVIES:  Benicia Public Library is 
showing great classic movies from the 30s, 40s, 50s, and 60s 
this summer! Come and enjoy great films on the Library's big 
screen. The movies are free and so is the popcorn.  
 
The next movie is Friday, August 29 at 6:30 PM. Because of 
advertising limitations, we can only give hints to the August 
movie: 
 

• Stars Errol Flynn 
• Pirates are featured heavily 
• The title rhymes with “Maptain Flood”! 

 
For more information on regular events at the Library, click 
here. – Library 

http://www.commuterinfo.net/
http://www.facebook.com/511SolanoNapa
http://www.benicialibrary.org/calendar
http://www.benicialibrary.org/calendar
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CELEBRATING OF THE 19TH AMENDMENT:  City Attorney Heather McLaughlin and the 
City Attorney’s Office recently celebrated the 94th anniversary of the ratification of the 
19th Amendment to the US Constitution. Passed by Congress June 4, 1919, and ratified 
on August 18, 1920, the 19th amendment to the US Constitution guarantees all American 
women the right to vote.  
 
Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton drafted the amendment and first 
introduced it in 1878; it was forty-one years later, in 1919, when the Congress submitted 
the amendment to the states for ratification. A year later, it was ratified by the requisite 
number of states, with Tennessee's ratification being the final vote needed to add the 
amendment to the Constitution.  
 
At the time the U.S. was founded, its female citizens did not share all of the same rights 
as men, including the right to vote. It was not until 1848 that the movement for women’s 
rights launched on a national level with a convention in Seneca Falls, New York, 
organized by abolitionists Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott. Following the 
convention, the demand for the vote became a centerpiece of the women’s rights 
movement. Stanton and Mott, along with Susan B. Anthony and other activists, formed 
organizations that raised public awareness and lobbied the government to grant voting 
rights to women. 
 
The proposed amendment 
remained a controversial 
issue for over 40 years, 
during which the women's 
rights movement became 
strongly militant, 
conducting campaigns and 
demonstrations for 
congressional passage of 
the amendment and then 
for ratification by the 
states. This political action, 
reinforced by the service of 
women in industry during World War I, resulted in the adoption of the amendment. 
 
The 19th amendment states: "The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not 
be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex." 
 
Admin Clerk Maryiln Cech designed the billboard outside the City Attorney’s Office at 
City Hall celebrating the anniversary. City Attorney McLaughlin reminds all citizens of 
Benicia to exercise their right to vote by casting their ballot in the November 4 election. – 
City Attorney’s Office 

 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT AVAILABLE: The Benicia 
Fire Department monthly report for July is now available. It contains 
information about Emergency Operations, Training, and Prevention. 
Click here to read more. – Fire Department  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Susan_B._Anthony
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Cady_Stanton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tennessee
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/vertical/sites/%7B3436CBED-6A58-4FEF-BFDF-5F9331215932%7D/uploads/July_2014_Monthly_Statistics.pdf
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UPDATE ON BENICIA’S INDUSTRIAL MARKET:  Colliers International, commercial real 
estate brokers, recently released their 
market report that shows that vacancy 
rates have increased for the first time after 
nine consecutive quarters of steady and 
significant decline, though it remains 
historically low. Colliers’ Fairfield office, 
which covers Solano, Napa and parts of 
Contra Costa counties, noted that 
Benicia’s industrial market has cooled in 
the second quarter as vacancy rates 
increased 2.0 percentage points to 11.8 
percent. The report indicates that the 
industrial office market in Benicia 
remains unchanged with a rate of 0.0 
percent. 
 
According to Colliers, Benicia was the most active submarket in the quarter as three of 
the four largest leases in the region were located in the Benicia Industrial Park. Despite 
this, the vacancy rate increased by 2.0 percentage points to 11.8 percent. Colliers notes 
these seemingly contradictory statements can be explained by a combination of factors. 
The largest lease signed in the quarter was Pro-Form Laboratories’ lease of 220,000 
square feet in the light industrial building located at 5001 Industrial Way in the Benicia 
Industrial Park. However, the space is not currently vacant, it is leased to Saxco Glass, 
and Pro-Form Laboratories will occupy the space when Saxco’s lease expires at the end 
of the year, therefore, there will not be any change in the vacancy rate. Additionally, 
several warehouse spaces became available in the quarter, the largest of which was the 
91,095 square foot warehouse at 4455 Park Road.  
 
Two of the three sales in the region also took place in Benicia: Roger Williams Trust’s 
purchase of the 2,600 square foot industrial condominium at 4856 East 2nd Street and 
Benicia Home Improvement Center’s purchase of the 2,330 square foot condominium at 
5302 Gateway Drive. - Economic Development 
 

 

CALL FOR ARTISTS:  The Marilyn O'Rourke Gallery at 
the Benicia Public Library invites you to submit a 
proposal to exhibit in 2015. The gallery showcases the 
work of local and regional artists. Exhibits are hosted for 
a period of 4 to 6 weeks. Artists are responsible for 
logistics, including installation and removal of exhibits. 
To enter a project for consideration, download the 
application and guidelines or pick up a form at the 
Library. The deadline is Friday, September 5 at 6:00 
PM. - Library 
 

 

http://www.benicialibrary.org/gallery/submissions
http://www.benicialibrary.org/gallery/submissions
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FIELD TRIPS:  Summer fun at Adventures Day Camp continued on 
July 16 when campers and staff went 
to Driven Raceway in Fairfield for 
indoor Cart Racing, black light Mini 
Golf and an afternoon playing in the 
Arcade. Kids had a blast racing each 
other; the day ending with the 
campers cheering on their favorite 
staff as they raced each other.    
 
On July 30, Adventures Day Camp 
went to cheer on the San Francisco 
Giants as they played the Pittsburg 
Pirates. The campers and staff 
enjoyed a beautiful day in San 
Francisco watching a great baseball 
game at AT&T Park. While 
watching the game, they were visited 
by Council Member Mark Hughes. 
He helped campers and staff cheer 
on his favorite team and took a 
picture with the campers. – Parks & 
Community Services 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY:  The United Nations' (UN) International Literacy Day 
annually falls on September 8 to raise people's awareness of and concern for literacy 
issues in the world. 
 
1 in 5: that's 776 million adults worldwide that can't write their own name or read a line 
from a book. A basic right to education that richer countries like ours don't have to worry 
about, compared to much poorer places in the Third World. 
 
Thankfully, UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) 
is dedicated to tackling the link between poverty and literacy. The day was founded in 
1946 and every year on 8 September UNESCO asks governments, employers, trades 
unions and other important international organizations to get involved and remember the 
importance of being able to read and write. 

 
So, what is literacy and why is literacy so 
important? We need to be able to read and write 
to get through our important everyday tasks: from 
something as small as writing a shopping list, to 
passing through school and into employment. 
Where would we be if we couldn't do these 
things? Literacy opens up a window of 
opportunities to every one of us, and is essential 
to our development.  – Library 
 



August 25, 2014 
Page 13 

BAY AREA LIFE GUARD GAMES:  The James Lemos 
Swim Center had two teams volunteer to represent 
Benicia at the annual Bay Area Lifeguard games this 
year in Palo Alto. Every year the lifeguards volunteer to 
train during the summer and fine tune their skills to go 
up against the best of the best lifeguards in the Bay Area. 
This year 23 teams participated including Benicia’s two 
teams. In the final results Benicia came in 2nd and 4th 
overall. Competing was:   
 
Team #1: Tyler Harris, Matt Simonson, Nicole Peck and 
Courtney Harper 
They placed 2nd overall - 1st in Observation & Spinals 
and 2nd in Extraction & Obstacle Course. 
  
Team #2: Michael Puza, Hank Nelson, Talia Peterson & 
Caitlin Wirth. 
They placed 4th Overall - 2nd in Active Victim Rescue 
 
We are very proud of our hardworking and dedicated 
lifeguards. If you have an opportunity to see a lifeguard 
at the James Lemos Swim Center be sure congratulate 
them on another successful summer and thank them for 
all that they do for the community. – Parks & 
Community Services 
 
 

UPDATE FROM PUBLIC WORKS:  Here’s a look at what the Public Works Department 
was up to July.  Maybe they were in your neighborhood?  
 
Maintenance – Streets: 

• Paving- Third Street alley between East N and Military East. Patch paved – 
Southampton Village for slurry seal application    

• Weed Abatement- Lake Herman Road on East Second Street to 780 Overpass   
• Special Events- Nine Public Works employees volunteered their time for the 4th 

of July events and the Torch Light Parade 
• Miscellaneous- Pavement legend marking of School Zone 

Crosswalks for Benicia’s Elementary, Middle and High 
Schools.                                                      

Maintenance – Sewer: 
• Customer Service Calls- 200 East I Street, Oak Road, 1200 

West K Street, 300 First Street, East Second at J Street, 1700 
Francisca Court, 500 Hastings Drive, 100 El Bonita Way 

• Closed Circuit Televising- Oak Road, El Bonito Way  
• Lift Station Cleanings- Park Road, Highlands, West H 

Street, Wastewater Treatment Plant 
• Repair Preparation- El Bonito Way (Potholed 17 Utility 

Services) 
• City Wide Cleanings- Service Calls 460’, Scheduled 9,230’ 



August 25, 2014 
Page 14 

Maintenance - Water:   
• Water Leak Repairs- 506 Alder Court, 863 Channing Circle, 862 Oxford Way, 

25 Linda Vista, 4800 East Second Street, 1144 Dominic Court, 616 East N Street, 
1774 Ellie Court, 500 Sandy Way, 745 West Third Street 

• Leak Detection- Crews have been actively doing leak detection on Channing 
Circle, Clifton Court and Oxford Way to identify any leaks that possibly 
contribute to unaccounted water loss. 

Wastewater Treatment Plant Projects: 
• July projects were put on hold because of lack of personnel. Wastewater Division 

is down to one maintenance position. With personnel leaving and transferring into 
Operations, Staff is down to making sure that preventive maintenance is 
completed and pushing through corrective maintenance situations. 

WWTP Plant Maintenance: 

• Staff performed 62 preventive maintenance tasks as well as closing out, six 
corrective maintenance work orders.  

WWTP Plant Performance: 
• The Plant processed 72.2 million gallons of raw wastewater with no Permit 

exceedances.  
• Nutrient pollution removal; BOD = 98. %   TSS = 99. %    

Water System Operations & Maintenance:  
• Completed Plant Influent Improvement Project (chemical injector header pipe, 

three flow meters, 42” flow control valve, monorail crane hoist) 
• Refurbished and installed two 3,200-gpm pumps at the Cordelia Pump Station 
• Refurbished and installed three flocculator gearboxes at Sedimentation Basin #1 
• Inspected seven pressure reducing valve stations 

Water Usage – Attached is the current usage of treated water (MG) delivered to the City 
through July as compared to treated water demand in 2012 and 2013.  The purple line 
shows the demand if customers conserved 20% of their usage (in July, customers 
conserved 21.7%!): 
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Water Supply Used Since January 1, 2014 – 
• State Water Project (North Bay Aqueduct) – 4,082 acre-feet 
• Solano Project Water (Putah South Canal) – 1,722 acre-feet 
• Lake Herman Supply (Industrial Usage) – 639 acre-feet 

- Public Works 
 
 

END OF SUMMER CARNIVAL:  As 
summer was ending, Adventures Day 
Camp finished summer 2014 activities by 
having a blast at their “End of Summer 
Carnival” on Wednesday, August 6. ADC 

staff and 
volunteers hosted 
a day of fun at the 
Community Center Field with a jump house, obstacle course, 
slide, and fun activities for all ages. Staff handed out popcorn 
and root beer floats to participants and enjoyed a day outside 
celebrating a great summer at the Benicia Community Center. – 
Parks & Community Services  

~~~ 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
The City Manager’s Report from City of Benicia City Manager Brad Kilger is published 
twice monthly. Email your questions or comments to edev@ci.benicia.ca.us. For 
additional information on any of the items in this report, please contact one of the 
following departments: 
 
City Manager/Human Resources/I.T./City Clerk:  707.746.4200 
City Attorney:  707.746.4216 
Community Development:  707.746.4280 
Economic Development: 707.746.4202 
Finance Department:  707.746.4225 
Fire Department:  707.746.4275 
Library:  707.746.4343 
Parks & Community Services:  707.746.4285 
Police Department:  707.746.4265 
Public Works:  707.746.4240 

mailto:edev@ci.benicia.ca.us
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bF1F0E405-16B5-4EAD-AF4D-B53318AC0FCE%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b33C7009F-5991-4EDF-AA7D-79384A070122%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bB2E469EC-F506-4270-84C8-80CDCD95A90B%7d
http://www.beniciabusiness.com/
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b58DD8C47-2DC8-4491-B07E-FCBDF4C3B17E%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b58DD8C47-2DC8-4491-B07E-FCBDF4C3B17E%7d
http://www.benicialibrary.org/
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b186EF945-0FD3-4976-8407-1CAF74AE554E%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b7BED096A-5E89-427F-B721-3031DB57BA23%7d
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