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BENICIA HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMISSION 
 

CITY HALL COMMISSION ROOM  
 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  
 

Thursday, August 28, 2008 
6:30 P.M. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER  

 
A. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
B. Roll Call of Commissioners 

 
Present: Commissioners Crompton, Donaghue, Haughey, McKee, White and Chair 

Mang 
Absent: Commissioner Taagepera (excused) 
 
Staff Present: 
Lisa Porras, Senior Planner 
Mike Marcus, Assistant Planner 
Terry Baldwin, Sr. Administrative Clerk 
 

C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public - A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights 
of each member of the public is posted at the entrance to this meeting room per Section 
4.04.030 of the City of Benicia’s Open Government Ordinance. 
 

II. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT  
 

A. WRITTEN 
None. 
 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 

III. CONSENT CALENDAR  
On motion of Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner Haughey, the Consent Calendar 
was approved by the following vote: 
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Ayes:     Commissioners Crompton, Donaghue, Haughey, McKee, White and Chair Mang 
Noes:     None 
Absent:   Commissioner Taagepera 
Abstain: None 

 
A. Approval of Agenda 

 
B. Approval of Minutes of July 24, 2008 
 
C. 808 EAST FIFTH Street – Public Hearing 

08PLN-50  Design Review 
808 East Fifth Street; APN:  89-072-180 
 
PROPOSAL: 
The applicant requests design review approval to replace a deteriorated roof and fascia boards, 
and install new rain gutters on an existing non-historic building in downtown Benicia. 
 
Recommendation:   Approve request to remove and replace existing roof materials, fascia 
boards, and rain gutters on the property. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 08-6  (HPRC) - A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BENIC IA 
APPROVING REPLACEMENTS TO THE ROOF, FASCIA BOARDS, AND 
INSTALLATION OF NEW RAIN GUTTERS FOR THE PROPERTY L OCATED 
AT 808 EAST FIFTH STREET 
 

IV. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS  
 
A. 401 FIRST STREET – UNION HOTEL 

Amendment to Mills Act Contract – Revised Work Plan 
401 First Street; APN:  89-174-11 
 
PROPOSAL: 
The applicant requests an amendment to the Mills Act Contract for the property located at 
401 First Street.  Specifically, the property owner has submitted a revised work plan for 
approval. 
 
Recommendation:  Review the work plan and recommend City Council amendment to the 
Mills Act Contract. 
 
Mike Marcus, Assistant Planner, presented the staff report. 
 
Commissioners discussed the difference between an Inn and a residential property. 
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Tax savings were discussed.  The savings do not directly compensate for all necessary 
improvements. 
 
The front entrance and banister were discussed.  Commissioner Haughey requested that 
the corner entrance banister replacement be added to the contract if it was constructed 
without permits.  Mike Marcus stated that staff would research the item and adjust the 
work program if permits had not been attained. 
 
Lydia Woytak, property owner, mentioned guests being happy with the hotel.  The 
outside stairs have been replaced.  They uncovered historical stairs at main entrance and 
opened historical entrance at corner.  Many windows have been replaced with wood and 
currently working on second floor windows.  There are internal improvements to improve 
hotel, fire alarm, elevators, wood floors on third floors, replaced carpets with wood from 
an old tobacco company.  The hotel is old fashioned while providing modern 
conveniences. Mills act savings do not cover what they are doing. 

 
The public hearing was opened.  
 
Nancy Martinez, Benicia Main Street, spoke in favor of the project. 

 
The public hearing was closed. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 08-7   (HPRC) - A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BENIC IA 
RECOMMENDING CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGE R TO 
AMEND THE MILLS ACT CONTRACT FOR THE PROPERTY LOCAT ED AT 
401 FIRST STREET 
 
On motion of Commissioner Haughey, seconded by Commissioner White, the above 
Resolution was adopted, as amended, by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:    Commissioners Crompton, Haughey, McKee, White and Chair Mang 
Noes:    None 
Absent:   Commissioner Taagepera 
Abstain: Commissioner Donaghue 
 

B. PRIORITY LIST OF COMMISSION’S DISCUSSION ITEMS  – Discussion of current 
list to provide clear direction to staff on Commission’s priorities. 
 
Lisa Porras presented current list and reminded Commission that two items have already 
been completed.  Ms. Porras suggested that the Commission could identify their top 5 
priorities with the remaining as placeholders. 
 
Commissioners discussed the list of items.   
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Commissioner White willing to work with group as a whole.  Commissioner Haughey 
commented on the grouping of a few of the items.  Secretary of the Interior Standards, 
paint standards, windows, and other items should be part of the DHCP update. 
 
The historic context was discussed in relation to the Downtown Historic Conservation 
Plan. 
 
Chair Mang asked about the status of the historic survey update.  Staff advised that this 
will be on the September agenda.  Gina Eleccion was complimented for her hard work on 
this project. 
 
Craftsman cottages were discussed.  These buildings are included in the historic survey. 
There should be a list of the different eras and what was built during those eras. 
 
Commissioners will review the list and prioritize them. Staff will bring the prioritized list 
back to the Commission.  Commissioners commented that they need to decide if an item is 
worth spending time on.  
 

V. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS  
 
Commissioners would like to have someone give a presentation on tax incentives for historic 
homeowners. 
 

VI. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF  
 
A. ANNUAL STATUS OF CITY-OWNED HISTORIC STRUCTURES  

The Parks and Community Services Department has prepared a maintenance update of 
City-owned historic structures. 
 
Chair Mang wanted to know how it worked to have a booth at the Farmers’ Market.  Mike 
Marcus stated that property owners appreciated having the information available to them 
there. 
 
Lisa Porras informed the Commission that there will be a 2-day workshop on October 3rd 
and 4th for the update to the Housing Element.  The workshop will be held at the Veteran’s 
Memorial Building.  She invited all members to participate. 
 
Mike Marcus provided information on the Climate Action Plan.  The City received a grant 
from the Bay Area Air Quality Management District.   Flyers were distributed with 
information.  
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT  
Chair Mang adjourned the meeting at 7:40pm. 


