
September 2, 2003  
The Benicia City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. Copies of Council Agendas are available in the City Clerk's office on the Friday afternoon before the Council meeting. 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING - CITY COUNCIL SEPTEMBER 2, 2003  The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by Mayor Steve Messina at 7:31 p.m. Tuesday, September 2, 2003, in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of which are recorded on tape.  ROLL CALL: Present:   Council Member Bidou, Smith and Mayor Messina Absent:   Council Members Campbell and Whitney  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Messina led the pledge to the flag.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: Mayor Messina announced openings on the Civil Service Commission; two full three-year terms to September 3, 2006 are open; applications available at the City Manager’s office.  PROCLAMATIONS: NATIONAL POLLUTION PREVENTION WEEK -SEPTEMBER 15-21, 2003 Mayor Messina read the Proclamation; accepted by Peter Fong, Water Quality Division, Public Works Department; display at the Library September 8-21, 2003; the Department will also participate in Coastal Clean-up Day, September 20, 2003.  ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: Jim Erickson, City Manager, stated that there were no changes; gave an explanation why the Waterfront Village project was not on the Agenda (1) staff needed more time (2) not all Council Members were available for this meeting.  On motion of Council Member Bidou, seconded by Council Member Smith, and unanimously carried, Agenda was adopted as presented.  Vice Mayor Campbell arrived at 7:42 p.m.  COMMUNICATIONS: WRITTEN: PUBLIC COMMENT: 
1. Council Member Smith stated his displeasure that the Waterfront Village Project was not being placed on tonight’s Agenda; should have been placed on the Agenda and then continued; made the following announcements: (1) meeting of the Board for the Community Garden to be held on September 11, 2003 at St. Paul’s Church (2) Pasta Dinner/Fund Raiser in support of the Benicia Historical Museum at the Clock Tower on September 13, 2003 (3) Memorial Service for Haley Horn to be held on Sunday, September 7, 2003 at 2:00 p.m.; expressed concern about the recent traffic accident/fatality that occurred prior to this years Peddler’s Fair; thanked the Benicia Police Department for their proactive approach; every driver should be proactive, not reactive; all become better drivers to protect children and teens. 2. Bob Mutch, 695 Knight Drive, commented on the anniversary of the September 11th tragedy; encouraged citizens to volunteer for the Benicia Citizen Corps; thanked Jim Trimble, Police Chief, and his volunteers for their efforts. 



3. Cathy Ann Hewitt, 266 East B Street, suggested looking at recycling where it is not being done; people should leave places at least as nice as when they find it.  
CONSENT CALENDAR: Mayor Messina asked if there were any requests for items to be pulled from the Consent Calendar; requests were made to pull Items D, E, and F from the Consent Calendar.  On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Bidou, and unanimously carried, the following items were approved under the Consent Calendar:  Minutes of July 15, 2003, July 23, 2003 and August 5, 2003.  Denial of Claims and referral to insurance carrier - Newton - Orndorff - Williams.  RESOLUTION NO. 03-122 - A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A GRANT DEED OF EASEMENT FOR PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENTS WITHIN THE BAY RIDGE APARTMENT PROJECT LOCATED AT 991 ROSE DRIVE  RESOLUTION NO. 03-123 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AGREEMENT FOR FIRST RESPONSE ADVANCED LIFE SUPPORT NON-TRANSPORTATION SERVICES AND AMENDMENTS TO THE JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY AND BY-LAWS OF THE SOLANO COUNTY EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES COOPERATIVE (SEMSC)  Waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and adopted pursuant to this Agenda. 

(END OF CONSENT CALENDAR) 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN AMENDMENT TO THE 
EXISTING AGREEMENT WITH PLEASANT HILL BAYSHORE DISPOSAL FOR A REVISION IN 
STREET SWEEPING SERVICES 
Council Member Smith requested this item be pulled from the Consent Calendar; requested the names 
of other agencies that the subcontractor has worked for. 
 
Bill Gottfield, Representative, Universal Building Services, named the various cities that have 
contracted the company to perform street sweeping services. 
 
Council Member Smith thanked Dan Schiada, Interim Public Works Director, for revising the schedule 
to avoid school hours. 
 
Council took the following action: 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-124 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE 
AN AMENDMENT TO THE EXISTING AGREEMENT WITH PLEASANT HILL BAYSHORE 
DISPOSAL FOR A REVISION IN STREET SWEEPING SERVICES 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Bidou, the above Resolution was 
adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
Absent:   Council Member Whitney 
 
RESOLUTIONS APPROVING APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT FUNDS: 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDS FOR THE ROBERTI-Z’BERG-
HARRIS BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM UNDER THE CALIFORNIA CLEAN WATER, CLEAN AIR, SAFE 
NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS, AND COASTAL PROTECTION ACT OF 2002 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDS FOR THE PER CAPITA 



GRANT PROGRAM UNDER THE CALIFORNIA CLEAN WATER, CLEAN AIR, SAFE 
NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS, AND COASTAL PROTECTION ACT OF 2002 
Council Member Smith requested this item be pulled from the Consent Calendar; applauded staff for 
their efforts; alerted the public that the Tri-City Cooperative will be sending a letter requesting support 
in obtaining a large piece of property from Pacific Gas and Electric; Proposition 40 funds to be used. 
 
Council took the following action: 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-125 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPLICATION FOR GRANT 
FUNDS FOR THE ROBERTI-Z’BERG-HARRIS BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM UNDER THE 
CALIFORNIA CLEAN WATER, CLEAN AIR, SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS, AND COASTAL 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2002 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-126 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPLICATION FOR GRANT 
FUNDS FOR THE PER CAPITA GRANT PROGRAM UNDER THE CALIFORNIA CLEAN WATER, 
CLEAN AIR, SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS, AND COASTAL PROTECTION ACT OF 2002 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Bidou, the above Resolutions were 
adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
Absent:   Council Member Whitney 
 
RESOLUTION REALLOCATING CITY FUNDS TO SUPPORT THE CONTINUATION AND 
EXPANSION OF THE DOWNTOWN ASSET MANAGEMENT PROGRAM AND APPROVAL OF THE 
MOU BETWEEN BENICIA MAIN STREET, BENICIA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, AND THE CITY 
OF BENICIA 
Vice Mayor Campbell requested this item be pulled from the Consent Calendar; requested staff to 
explain this item to the public. 
 
Two concerned citizens spoke on this item. 
 
Karen Majors, Assistant City Manager, explained that discussions were held by the Benicia Main 
Street, Benicia Chamber of Commerce and the Economic Development Board (representing the City of 
Benicia) to set priorities to support Downtown revitalization; it was determined that funds be 
reallocated to continue and expand the Downtown Asset Management Program. 
 
Council Member Smith suggested that staff revisit this budget from time to time; continue to keep the 
Downtown Streetscape in mind. 
 
Council took the following action: 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-127 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE REALLOCATION OF CITY 
FUNDING TO SUPPORT THE CONTINUATION AND EXPANSION OF THE DOWNTOWN ASSET 
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) BETWEEN BENICIA MAIN STREET, THE BENICIA 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, AND THE CITY OF BENICIA 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Bidou, the above Resolution was 
adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
Absent:   Council Member Whitney 
 
REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER: 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPROPRIATION OF THE REMAINING $640,000 TO REDUCE 
THE AMOUNT THE CITY WILL HAVE TO BOND FOR THE NEW POLICE FACILITY AND CIVIC 
CENTER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AND AUTHORIZATION TO APPLY FOR 911 EQUIPMENT 



FUNDS 
Jim Trimble, Police Chief, explained that by utilizing the remaining balance in the general fund’s police 
building project reserves and applying for 911 funding that had been recently identified the amount of 
the total cost of the proposed GO bonds would be reduced. 
 
Mayor Messina requested that staff continue to look for ways to trim the cost of this project. 
 
Council Member Smith stated his support for obtaining 911 funding but will not support this 
Resolution; stated that the cost of this project including interest was approximately $22,000,000; 
supports bond measure going to the voters. 
 
Jim Erickson, City Manager, stated that if the bond measure does not pass monies would still have to 
be spent for seismic upgrading. 
 
Vice Mayor Campbell questioned when the money would be spent; clarified that nothing to be done 
until after the November election. 
 
Council took the following action: 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-128 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPROPRIATION OF THE 
REMAINING $640,000 TO REDUCE THE AMOUNT THE CITY WILL HAVE TO BOND FOR THE 
NEW POLICE FACILITY AND CIVIC CENTER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AND AUTHORIZATION 
TO APPLY FOR 911 EQUIPMENT FUNDS 
On motion of Council Member Bidou, seconded by Council Member Campbell, the above Resolution 
was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
Absent:   Council Member Whitney 
 
APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE "TOO FAST FOR CONDITIONS" 
CAMPAIGN FOR PEDESTRIAN SAFETY AND DRIVER AWARENESS 
Jim Trimble, Police Chief, stated that the fatality that occurred prior to this years Peddler’s Fair was 
due to driving too fast for the conditions; this project is a community effort that will include the 
Benicia Police Department, Benicia Unified School District, Benicia Transit, Public Works Department 
and community members. 
 
One concerned citizen spoke on this item. 
 
Council Member Smith praised staff for providing limited bus routes (deleted by BUSD) for high school 
and middle school aged children and a "Safe Route to School Map". 
 
Jim Erickson, City Manager, read a list of items that have been identified that will assist the School 
District. 
 
Council took the following action: 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-129 - A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE "TOO FAST FOR CONDITIONS" 
CAMPAIGN TO PROMOTE PEDESTRIAN SAFETY AND DRIVER AWARENESS On motion of Council 
Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Bidou, the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by 
the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
Absent:   Council Member Whitney 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH CAREY & 
CO. INC., OF SAN FRANCISCO FOR DEVELOPMENT OF PLANS AND SPECIFICATION FOR THE 



COMMANDANT’S RESIDENCE PROJECT IN THE AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $124,186 
Mike Alvarez, Parks and Community Services Director, reviewed the funds that are available for this 
project, which include a grant of $400,000 from the State Office of Historic Preservation; proposals 
were requested from design firms in January; Carey & Co. Inc. received unanimous approval to 
provide these services. 
 
Mayor Messina stated that a staff member from Carey & Co. Inc., has already assisted the City in a 
meeting with the State Office of Historic Preservation paving the way for a quick approval. 
 
One concerned citizen spoke on this item. 
 
Mike Alvarez, Parks and Community Services Director, stated that any in-kind help would be 
appreciated. 
 
Council Member Smith stated his support for a photo documentation of this project. 
 
Council took the following action: 
RESOLUTION NO. 03-130 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE 
A CONTRACT WITH CAREY & CO. INC. OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA FOR DEVELOPMENT 
OF PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE BENICIA COMMANDANT’S RESIDENCE PROJECT 
NOT TO EXCEED $124,186 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Bidou, the above Resolution was 
adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Bidou, Campbell, Smith and Mayor Messina 
Noes:   None 
Absent:   Council Member Whitney 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mayor Messina adjourned the meeting at 8:33 p.m. 
 
 
Linda S. Purdy, City Clerk 


