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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
~~~ 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2014 
 
The City Manager’s Report from City of Benicia City Manager Brad Kilger is published 
twice monthly highlighting the activities of the departments of our full-service city. 
Previous editions are available on the City of Benicia City Manager’s page. For 
additional information on any items in this report, please see Contact List at the end of 
this report. 

 
-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   - 

GET HELP TO LOSE YOUR LAWN AND SAVE WATER: About one-half of the water used 
by Benicia residences is used outside the home for irrigation. Grasses that come from 
cooler climates need a lot of water to survive in California’s Mediterranean climate. For 

example, a 1,000 square foot lawn of a grass like 
Kentucky Bluegrass can require about 250 gallons 
per day in irrigation during the summer. Replacing 
grass with drought-tolerant plants is one of the most 
effective ways to reduce water use, which not only 
helps the homeowner’s pocketbook, but also helps 
our community in facing a serious drought. 
 
Rebates are available to Benicia residents to help 
pay for replacement of grass lawns with low water 
use landscaping. The Solano County Water Agency 
is offering rebates of $1 per square foot, up to a 
maximum of $1,000, for qualifying landscaping 
projects, and some Benicia projects may also qualify 
for an additional $1 per square foot rebate. 
 
During the 2013-14 Fiscal Year, 19 Benicia homes 
participated in the Solano County program. They 
replaced over 18,000 square feet of lawn with 
climate-appropriate plantings, and received a total of 
$14,674 in rebates to help pay for the conversions. 
The results are not only economical and sustainable, 
but can also be very attractive, as the photos of one 
Benicia project show.  
 

Check BeniciaSavesWater.org and 
SolanoSavesWater.org for more information. – 
Public Works 

Before 

After 

http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b6ED35D53-F878-4B6F-848D-34308B0A00F5%7d&DE=%7b064E30B9-7D97-4864-BDEB-52C3664DF937%7d
http://www.solanosaveswater.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/2014-Terms-and-Conditions.pdf
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GRANIZO MOSAIC TILES RETURN TO THE LIBRARY:  The Granizo mosaic tiles 
imbedded in the sidewalks of First Street will be featured 
during the Second Saturdays Art Walk on Saturday, 
September 13, 3:00-7:00PM.  
 
Benician Guillermo (Bill) Granizo was one of the world’s 
premier ceramic tile muralists. In addition to the 27 tiles 
on First Street, his works grace the Steinhart Aquarium, 
Monterey Conference Center, Mission Delores, and Cal 
State LA (Olympic mural). Local tiles feature prominent 
Benicia citizens and historical events. 
 
As a special feature of this Art Walk, Benicia Historical 
Museum has made a loan to the Benicia Public Library of 
several rarely seen Granizo tiles. 
The tiles will be on display in the 

Dona Benicia Room at the Benicia Public Library from 2:00-
5:00 PM during the Artists Reception for the latest exhibition in 
the Marilyn Citroen O’Roarke Gallery, Yuba – What Remains, 
photographs by Hedi Desuyo and paintings & monotypes by Linda 
Grebmeier, which runs through October 11. You are invited to meet 
the artists and view these rarely seen tiles. Booklets describing the 
First Street tiles are available for purchase from selected Art 
Walk participating locations and from Benicia Historical 
Museum.  
 
Second Saturdays Art Walk occurs on the second Saturday of 
the month, April-October, 3:00-7:00 PM. Click here to 
download the handy Art Walk brochure and map or look for the 
blue Art Walk banners and pick one up from a participating business.  – Economic 
Development 
 
 

 BANNED BOOKS WEEK:  Benicia Public Library is celebrating the freedom to read 
during Banned Book Week, September 21-27. 
Each year the Library’s Teen Volunteers decorate 
the Library with signs like “Censorship Causes 
Blindness” and “Caution: some people consider 
books dangerous”. This is their way of letting the 
public know that the Library celebrates your 
freedom to read all of your favorite books! There 
will be orange bookmarks on Library shelves 

representing over 2,000 books that have been challenged or banned somewhere in a 
library, a school or even a government around the world.   
  
The Benicia Public Library supports your First Amendment right and encourages you to 
find out more about Banned Books Week at the Library or online at the American 
Library Association's website: www.ala.org/bbooks/bannedbooksweek - Library 
 
 

http://www.visitbenicia.org/sites/default/files/Art Walk Brochure 2014 Final.pdf
http://beniciahistoricalmuseum.org/
http://beniciahistoricalmuseum.org/
http://www.visitbenicia.org/sites/default/files/Art%20Walk%20Brochure%202014%20Final.pdf
http://www.ala.org/bbooks/bannedbooksweek
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HELEN PUTNAM AWARD: The City of Benicia received 
the prestigious Helen Putman Award for Excellence in 
City Business Relations for our Business Resource 
Incentive Program at the League of California Cities 
annual conference on September 3. 
 
The annual Helen Putnam Awards of Excellence began in 1982 to recognize outstanding 
achievements and innovative solutions by city governments in California. Twelve awards 
in different categories ranging from public safety, public works, and environmental 
awareness to economic development through the arts and community services are given 
to some of the 482 cities in California. Helen Putnam was a dedicated teacher, principal, 
mayor of Petaluma and County Supervisor from Sonoma County whose efforts defined 
excellence. This award program was established in her honor some thirty years ago. 
 
According to Benicia City Manager, Brad Kilger, “The Helen Putnam Award is to local 
government what an Oscar or Emmy is in the entertainment industry and I am so very 
proud that our city is being honored for our Business Resource Incentive Program 
(BRIP)”. The City of Benicia previously received two Helen Putnam Awards; in 1994 for 
its community oriented policing programs and in 2002 for the Tourtelot Clean-up 
Program. 
 
The City’s BRIP represents the successful marriage of Benicia’s two top priorities; 
economic development and sustainability that was successfully turned into a program 
designed to increase business profitability through environmental solutions in the Benicia 
Industrial Park. The BRIP provides resource use assessments to industrial park businesses 
to identify improvement project options that reduce business costs and GHG emissions 
along with the companion access to capital to fund selected improvement projects.  
 
In the first 18 months of the program the City’s Economic Development staff has worked 
with 23 businesses, funded or will fund 19 energy reduction projects, saved businesses 
approximately $170,000 per year and reduced GHG emissions in the Benicia Industrial 
Park by 188 metric tons/year. Funding for the program utilizes resources from the Valero 
Good Neighbor Settlement Agreement with oversight from Benicia’s Community 
Sustainability Commission and Economic Development Board. “Our innovative program 

is a collaboration between our community 
sustainability and economic development 
goals. Mayor Patterson, President-elect of 
the League of California Cities Northern 
Division added, “by partnering with the 
business community we have created 
solutions to tough problems and in so 
doing we grow our reputation as a business 
friendly and sustainable community.” 
 
The City of Benicia also received the 2012 
International Economic Development 
Council Excellence in Economic 
Development Gold Award and the 2012 
CalED Economic Development Award of 
Merit for this innovative program. – 
Economic Development 

L-R: Heather McLaughlin, Karen Majors, Mario Giuliani, 
Elizabeth Patterson, Mark Hughes & Brad Kilger 
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PERSONNEL NEWS: There are new faces around City 
Hall. Chaka Pillion Gorden started with the City of 
Benicia on August 25 as a part-time Admin Clerk I in 
the Finance Department. You will see her relieving Mary 
O’Reilly on the front desk. Chaka has several years of 
experience in payables, account receivables, and 
customer service. 
 
The new permanent Finance Director, Karen Schnaider, 
started her new job with the City of Benicia on 
September 8. Karin joins us from the City of Sierra 

Madre where she was the Administrative Services 
Director and was a Director for Sierra Madre for 
approximately 8 years. Prior to that, Karin worked as an 
Accounting Manager for the Pasadena Unified School 
District for several years, and has also worked for the 
City of San Diego. Like Benicia, Sierra Madre is a full 
service city, so her background and experience is a great 
fit with our City.  
 
The City of Benicia’s 
new permanent Public 
Works Director/ City 
Engineer, Graham 
Wadsworth also started 

with the City on September 8. Graham is a professional 
civil engineer with a Masters in Business Administration. 
He has over twenty-five years of broad experience in 
Public Works. He most recently worked as the Public 
Works Director/Town Engineer for the Town of 
Yountville for the past six years, and also has worked for 
the City of Napa as a civil engineer. 
 
Please join me in welcoming Chaka, Karin and Graham to the City of Benicia family. – 
City Manager  
 
 

READ AN E-BOOK DAY:  Thursday, September 18 is Read an E-Book Day at Benicia 
Public Library. Expand your reading choices by downloading an e-book with a few 

clicks. You can borrow and enjoy free e-books and e-audio books 
simply with an Internet connection and your library card.  
  
Download the required apps (or software) from the Library to Go 
link on the Library’s website www.BeniciaLibrary.org/ebooks. Find 
the steps for your particular device, from a smart phone to an e-
reader, with the many available help screens. Then browse the 
Library’s collection at Library to Go by title, author, or collection.    
New features now allow immediate check-out of items you have on 
hold and even the ability to suspend existing holds. Now you’re 

ready to enjoy e-books everyday - including September 18! - Library     

http://benicialibrary.org/ebooks
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SOFITCITY CHALLENGE COMING:  SO FIT 
CITY (SFC) is a regional walk/run series to build 
healthier communities and fitter kids. This year’s 
event takes place on Saturday, September 27 at 
Solano Town Center, 1250 Travis Blvd in 
Fairfield. Each city competes with neighboring 
city teams for the greatest number of runners and 
the distinction of ‘Fittest City’ in the region. It’s 
not about speed – it’s about showing up and crossing the finish line. SFC is the only city-
ranking event based purely on participation, and every resident counts. All new runners 
and given the distinction of being Race VIPs! Take-the-pledge to run or walk for Benicia 
on SFC Day or come to the 5K 10K 1mile and party. 
 
SoFitCity was created in partnership with the Children’s Network in hopes of inspiring 
and funding school gardens and mileage clubs in each school. Funds from SFC also 
support youth centers and other non-profits that represent education, fitness and health, as 
they are interlocking concepts for change. For information on how your organization or 
school can partner, email Join@SOFITCITY.com. – City Manager’s Office 
 
 

PRESCRIPTION TAKE-BACK DAY:  The next Prescription Drug Take-Back Day is 
scheduled for Saturday, September 27, 
10:00 AM-2:00 PM at Benicia Police 
Department, 250 East L Street. Keep 
expired or unused drugs out of our 
landfills and waterways. Instead, bring 
them in for disposal. Acceptable items are 
medication waste defined as items 
intended for use in the diagnosis, cure, 
mitigation, treatment, or prevention of 
disease in humans or animals. Medication 
waste is synonymous with drug waste, 
pharmaceutical waste, unused or expired 

medication, unused or expired drugs, prescription and over-the-counter human drugs, 
veterinary drugs, diagnostic agents and nutritional supplements. Seal all liquids and 
creams; remove personal information, and no sharps! 
 
For more information, contact the Police Department at 707.745.3412 or go to 
Recycle.SolanoCounty.com – Police Department   
 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT AVAILABLE: The Benicia 
Fire Department monthly report for August is now available. It 
contains information about Emergency Operations, Training, and 
Prevention. Click here to read more. – Fire Department  
 
 
 

http://www.sofitcity.com/take-the-pledge/
https://runthistownevents.webconnex.com/SOFITCITY2014
mailto:Join@SOFITCITY.com
http://www.solanocounty.com/depts/rm/planning/garbage_and_recycling/default.asp
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/vertical/sites/%7B3436CBED-6A58-4FEF-BFhttp:/www.ci.benicia.ca.us/vertical/sites/%7B3436CBED-6A58-4FEF-BFDF-5F9331215932%7D/uploads/August_2014_Monthly_Statistics.pdf
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DISASTER PREPAREDNESS:  The City of Benicia has been actively engaged in 
preparations for various disasters over the years. This includes the efforts to insure an 
effective response and management capability for disasters, as well as preparing the 
citizens of the community for disasters. 
 
Over the past year, members of the City's BERT (Benicia Emergency Response Team) 
program participated in a program provided by the American Red Cross on Shelter 
Management. Following this training, contact was made with the American Red Cross to 
determine what steps would need to be taken to secure a shelter cache in Benicia. This 
led to the coordinated effort of members of the BERT program, the Fire Department, and 
Benicia Volunteer Firemen to develop a site for the storage of shelter resources. 

Recently, the materials for the 100-person 
Shelter Cache were delivered to Benicia 
and placed in a secure storage facility. 
Although the equipment is housed in 
Benicia, it as a part of the Red Cross' 
system and could be deployed elsewhere 
as needed. It is, however, an asset for the 
community to have this ready resource in 
our local area. In addition, the ability to 
use community volunteers that have been 
trained in Shelter Management will be a 
key component should we need to open a 
shelter locally. 

 
September is Disaster Preparedness Month. There are preparedness activities planned this 
month including the upcoming Benicia Emergency Response Team class. This is a great 
opportunity for community members to learn how they can be better prepared to care for 
themselves and their neighbors during a disaster. Contact the Fire Department or go to 
http://www.beniciaccc.org/bert/ for more information.  
 
In addition, in the past few weeks the Fire Chief, acting as the Emergency Manager for 
the City's Emergency Operations Center, provided all departments in the City with 
information related to their roles and responsibilities in the Emergency Operations Center 
(EOC). This is in preparation for a series of trainings and exercises that will be conducted 
for the various EOC sections. It is ironic that some of these preparations were underway 
in the days and weeks just prior to the lower Napa quake, however it highlights the 
importance of ongoing preparations. 
 
Benicians are encouraged to create a family plan for disasters, including the development 
of an emergency kit. As a reminder, one simple task that everyone can do to avert one of 
the common causes of injuries is to place a pair of old shoes under their bed. During a 
night time emergency, people exit their beds to assess their homes. It was very common 
to step on broken glass or other debris. The ability to slip on that pair of shoes is a simple 
measure that could prevent a common injury. 
 
As part of the upcoming Disaster Preparedness Month the Benicia Fire Department will 
provide additional tips and recommendations to help our community be better prepared 
for a disaster. Look for more information in the press and on the Fire Department’s 
website. – Fire Department 

http://www.beniciaccc.org/bert/
http://www.beniciaccc.org/bert/
http://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bA77DBC2B-6C66-42E8-8561-8A2E6F786597%7d
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CELEBRATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS & EQUALITY:  September in the History of Human 
Rights and Equality is the theme of the bulletin board outside the City Attorney’s Office 
at City Hall. The display, designed by Marilyn Cech, celebrates and remembers the 
achievement of two great milestones in the fight towards equality.  
  
On September 25, 1789, the Bill 
of Rights passed in Congress. The 
first Congress of the United States 
approved 12 amendments to the 
U.S. Constitution, and sent them 
to the states for ratification. The 
amendments, known as the Bill of 
Rights, were designed to protect 
the basic rights of U.S. citizens, 
guaranteeing the freedom of 
speech, press, assembly, and 
exercise of religion; the right to 
fair legal procedure and to bear 
arms; and that powers not 
delegated to the federal 
government were reserved for the 
states and the people. While this was a huge achievement for the United States in the 
fight for human rights it was just one of the first stepping stones. 
 
Exactly 168 years later, the United States was put to the test. In the famous Brown v. 
Board of Education case, the Supreme Court concluded that, “in the field of public 
education, the doctrine of "separate but equal" has no place. Separate educational 
facilities are inherently unequal." In September 1957, the first major confrontation over 
this decision came when African American students attempted to desegregate Central 
High School in Little Rock. The Governor of Arkansas sent National Guard troops, to 
prevent the students from entering. On September 24, President Dwight Eisenhower sent 
1,000 U.S. troops to Little Rock. The next day, the African American students were 
escorted into the school by heavily armed guard. This event served as a catalyst for the 
desegregation of schools.   
 
It is important to remember our history so we can learn from it and remember that rights 
and equality did and does not come freely. – City Attorney 

 
 

CLASSIC MOVIE NIGHT: The next Classic Movie Night at the Library 
is Friday, September 12 at 6:30 PM. Clues to the movie are: 
 

• Set in the South 
• Stars Gregory Peck 
• The main character is lawyer Atticus Finch  

Mark your calendar for Friday, October 10 when they’ll be showing 
the first James Bond movie. Both movies will be on the big screen in 
the Dona Benicia Room and snacks will be served. Like all Library 
events, these movies are free to attend. - Library 
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MEASURES ON THE NOVEMBER BALLOT:  The Benicia City Council recently voted to 
put two measures on the November 4 ballot. Measure B will 
decide the question of whether the City Treasurer position is 
elected or appointed. Measure C, the quality of life measure, 
proposes a 1 cent sales tax increase. More information is 
available in the recent editorial opinion by City Manager Brad 
Kilger published in the Benicia Herald, at 
BeniciaMeasureC.ORG or by contacting Mario Giuliani, 
Economic Development Manager, at 707.746.4289. 
 
To register to vote, check for the location of your polling place, 
and other voting information, contact the Solano County 
Registrar of Voters at 707.784.6675. – City Manager 

 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT YOUTH EXPLORER PROGRAM:  The Benicia Police Department 
recently reactivated their Youth Explorer Program bringing on six new Cadets. The 
Explorer Program is a volunteer program for youth ages 14-20 years old, who are 
interested in learning about a career in law enforcement. Police Cadets perform a wide 
variety of non-enforcement duties to assist the Benicia Police 
Department, while being tutored for a career in law enforcement 
and community service. 
 
The six new Cadets were selected through an application and 
oral interview process. They are required to keep their school 
grade point average up and be able to volunteer no less than six 
hours per month. The Cadets train monthly with Police Officers 
on a variety of topics including; radio communications, traffic 
stops, handcuffing procedures, and ride along with the patrol 
officers. The Police Cadets also help during special community 
events. 
  
The six new Cadets will be officially sworn in during the Police Department’s Swearing 
In Ceremony on September 23 at 3:30 PM in the Council Chambers at City Hall.  
 
Applications to the Police Cadet program are available online. For more information on 
the program, contact Sgt. Roger Yokoi at 707.746.4333 x110 or ryokoi@ci.benicia.ca.us. 
– Police Department 
 
 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Do you pay your City of Benicia utility bill with on online bill 
paying service? If so, please make sure to update 
the remittance address to insure proper credit to 
your account. The new address is: 

Benicia Utilities 
P.O. Box 980515 

West Sacramento, CA  95798 
- Finance Department 
 

http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/vertical/Sites/{3436CBED-6A58-4FEF-BFDF-5F9331215932}/uploads/Explorer_Application.pdf
http://beniciaheraldonline.com/to-benicia-residents-city-needs-meASDFasure-c/
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b6ED35D53-F878-4B6F-848D-34308B0A00F5%7d&DE=%7b9EE3C4EA-BA6F-40AA-8E35-4BB0094BCB22%7d
mailto:mgiuliani@ci.benicia.ca.us
http://www.co.solano.ca.us/depts/rov/default.asp
http://www.co.solano.ca.us/depts/rov/default.asp
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?SEC=%7b843C4429-D4D1-42E7-84DE-63C1CA12EF70%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/vertical/Sites/%7B3436CBED-6A58-4FEF-BFDF-5F9331215932%7D/uploads/Explorer_Application.pdf
mailto:ryokoi@ci.benicia.ca.us
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OKTOBERFEST FUNDRAISER:  The Benicia 
Human Services Board invites you to their 
annual fundraiser, an authentic Oktoberfest, on 
Sunday, September 28, 1:00-5:00 PM at the 
Benicia Clocktower, 1189 Washington Street in 
the historic Benicia Arsenal. 
 
The event will feature German food, beer and 
wine along with live musical entertainment. 
Ticket prices are $30/each or two for $50 and 
include a meal package and one glass of wine or 
beer. Raffle tickets and beer and wine will be 
available to purchase with a silent auction taking 
place during the event. 
 
Tickets are available now at Benicia Main 
Street, Earthly Nutrition in the Southampton 
Shopping Center and the Benicia City Hall 
Finance Department. Tickets will also be sold at 
the City of Benicia booth at the Farmers Market 
and online at www.brownpapertickets.com. 
 
Sponsors of this fun event include Valero, Benicia Plumbing, First Mortgage 
Corporation, Alex’s Auto Repair, Featherer Pet Supply, Huckleberry’s, Windsor Valley, 
Soroptimist International and Frances Harkins, CFP-North Capital. Both corporate and 
table sponsorships are still available. 
 
Proceeds from Oktoberfest will benefit Benicia Human Services grant recipients Benicia 
Community Action Council, Families in Transition, Catholic Social Services, BUSD 
Special Friends program and Children’s Nurturing Project.  
 
For further information, contact Human Services Board Chair Mike Caplin at 
707.746.0380. – City Manager’s Office 
 
 

CITY RECEIVES FINANCE AWARD:  Recently, the City of Benicia received notice from 
the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) that we have been awarded a 
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting, the highest form of 
recognition in governmental accounting and financial reporting. The City has received 
this award for the last 22 years without interruption! 
 
The GFOA established the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting Program in 1945 to encourage and assist state and local governments to go 

beyond the minimum requirements of generally accepted accounting 
principles. 
  
"Staff works hard to report the City’s financial information in a 
comprehensive and straightforward manner," said City Manager Brad Kilger. 
"We believe in transparency and clear communication as the foundation for 
good government financial practices. The City’s continued receipt of this 
award reflects our commitment to this ideal.” – Finance Department 

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
mailto:mbcctc@aol.com
http://www.gfoa.org/coa
http://www.gfoa.org/coa
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POLICE DEPARTMENT CELEBRATION: The Benicia 
Police Department will swear in new personnel at a 
ceremony on Tuesday, September 23 at 3:30 PM in the 
Council Chambers at City Hall. Police Officers Michael 
Bridges and Jessica Woods along with Public Safety 
Dispatcher Deborah Ebron and six new Explorer Cadets 
will be sworn in. There will also be special presentations 
for Sgt. Kenny Hart, School Resource Officers Sam 
Peterson and MarJonne Robertson, and Administrative 
Secretary Kelly Botello. 
 
The Police Department invites you to attend the 
ceremony and the reception that will immediately 
follow. – Police Department 
 
 

INCIDENT COMMAND FOR TRANSPORTATION INCIDENTS:  During the months of June 
and August, members of the Fire Department’s command staff attended a specialized 

training program for the leadership and management of 
surface transportation incidents. The training was held 
at the Security and Emergency Response Training 
Center facility and their attendance was sponsored by 
Valero. Valero also had three members of the Valero 
Benicia Refinery Fire Department attending. The 
training focused on incident response and management 
of emergencies involving the transportation of 
hazardous materials. 
 
The training facility has a variety of training props, 
including a simulated 
rail derailment, which 
allows the participants 
to conduct realistic 
training exercises. 
During the one-week 
program, our personnel 
were given the 

opportunity to serve in various incident management 
capacities during simulated incidents. Participants from 
other programs that were taking place at the facility were 
serving in the role of emergency responders during these 
exercises. The final session was an all-day exercise 
involving the management and control of several 
hazardous materials releases resulting from the 
simulated derailment.  
 
In general, this training was a good opportunity to 
enhance the abilities of our local resources to manage 
complex emergency incidents. – Fire Department 
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SEPTEMBER IS ADULT LITERACY AWARENESS MONTH:  
Governor Jerry Brown recently proclaimed September as Adult 
Literacy Awareness Month coinciding with the State’s 
campaign, “Together, California Reads” which was announced 
by the California State Library in celebration of California 
Library Literacy Services’ 30th anniversary. 
 

Since its inception, California’s Library Literacy Services has helped nearly a quarter of a 
million Californians learn to read and write. It is estimated that more than 4 million 
California adults have low literacy skills rendering them incapable of reading a 
newspaper, a bedtime story to  a child, or the instructions on a bottle of medicine. Nearly 
4,000 Californians are currently on waiting lists across the state hoping to be matched 
with a volunteer tutor who can help improve their literacy skills.  More information on 
literacy services is available at www.CalReads.org or http://benicialibrary.org/literacy - 
Library 
 
 

BENICIA HELPS FELLOW COMMUNITY WITH EARTHQUAKE RELIEF:  On August 28 
and 29, a five person maintenance team from the City of Benicia Public Works 
Department traveled to Napa to lend a hand with the recovery from the devastating 
earthquake that occurred in the early morning hours of August 24. While some Benicia 
buildings sustained damage, Napa's infrastructure was hard hit. During the two day 
mutual aid effort, the team from Benicia repaired water main breaks, performed leak 
detection and transferred excavation spoils to an off-site dumping location. In all, the 
City's maintenance personnel repaired seven water main breaks and identified several 
others through audible detection and in the process of recharging distribution conduits. 
 
Many different Public Works Departments and separate Districts are participating in 
Napa's pursuit of a full recovery and reimbursement for 
staff time is expected. Participation is greatly appreciated 
and helps to insure support from others if the assisting 
agency should ever become in need of emergency support. 
Observations were made of the resources needed and the 
role the host city must take on when a destructive event 
like this occurs. The experience our staff received during 
their two day assignment was an unexpected collateral 
benefit that we'll not soon forget. – Public Works 

 

http://www.calreads.org/
http://benicialibrary.org/literacy
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INVITATION TO OPEN HOUSE: Benicia Fire Department will 
be holding their annual Open House on Saturday, October 11 
at Fire Station 11, 150 Military West. Come check out cool 
emergency equipment, free food, fire engine rides, demos and 
tour. The first 100 children will receive goodie bags. For more 
information, contact Benicia Fire Department at 707.746.4275. 
– Fire Department 
 
 

GET YOUR LIBRARY CARD:  September is Library Card Sign-
Up Month. Every parent wants their child to succeed, and one 

of the simplest ways you can ensure your child’s academic 
success is by making a quick trip to the Library. September is 
Library Card Sign-up Month, a time when the Benicia Public 
Library joins with the American Library Association and public 
libraries nationwide to make sure that every student has the most 
import school supply of all – a free library card.  
 
Resources at the Benicia Public Library are available to anyone 

who has a library card. Students can turn to the library for materials, programs and 
services that support academic achievement. Library cards can be used from home as 
well to access important educational resources, like online databases that include article 
and newspaper databases (Masterfile and Newspaper Source), as well as language 
learning (Mango Languages), and test and core subject support (Learning Express). 
Downloadable e-books and e-magazines are also available.  
 
Throughout September, the library will sign up all ages for a library card. Visit the 
Benicia Public Library in person or online at www.BeniciaLibrary.org/ecard where you 
can sign up for an e-card to access online resources. Everyone who signs up for a library 
card will be entered into a drawing for a $25 gift certificate towards purchase of items at 
upcoming Friends of the Library Book Sale. - Library 

 

~~~ 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

The City Manager’s Report from City of Benicia City Manager Brad Kilger is published 
twice monthly. Email your questions or comments to edev@ci.benicia.ca.us. For 
additional information on any of the items in this report, please contact one of the 
following departments: 
 
City Manager/Human Resources/I.T./City Clerk:  707.746.4200 
City Attorney:  707.746.4216 
Community Development:  707.746.4280 
Economic Development: 707.746.4202 
Finance Department:  707.746.4225 
Fire Department:  707.746.4275 
Library:  707.746.4343 
Parks & Community Services:  707.746.4285 
Police Department:  707.746.4265 
Public Works:  707.746.4240 

http://www.BeniciaLibrary.org/ecard
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bA77DBC2B-6C66-42E8-8561-8A2E6F786597%7d
http://www.ala.org/conferencesevents/celebrationweeks/card
http://www.benicialibrary.org/ecard
mailto:edev@ci.benicia.ca.us
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bF1F0E405-16B5-4EAD-AF4D-B53318AC0FCE%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b33C7009F-5991-4EDF-AA7D-79384A070122%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bB2E469EC-F506-4270-84C8-80CDCD95A90B%7d
http://www.beniciabusiness.com/
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b58DD8C47-2DC8-4491-B07E-FCBDF4C3B17E%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b58DD8C47-2DC8-4491-B07E-FCBDF4C3B17E%7d
http://www.benicialibrary.org/
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b186EF945-0FD3-4976-8407-1CAF74AE554E%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b7BED096A-5E89-427F-B721-3031DB57BA23%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bC0B2C48B-72F7-4ED7-A513-AFE174FEA78F%7d
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