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MINUTES OF THE 
SPECIAL MEETING – CITY COUNCIL 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2009 
 

The special meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by 
Mayor Elizabeth Patterson at 6:32 p.m. on Tuesday, September 15, 2009 in the City 
Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of which are 
recorded on tape. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Absent: None 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Heather McLaughlin led the pledge to the flag. 
 
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS: 
A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of each member of the public is posted at the 
entrance to the Council Chambers per Section 4.04.030 of City of Benicia Ordinance No. 
05-6 (Open Government Ordinance). 
 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 
WRITTEN COMMENT: 
Various items received (copies on file). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION: 
Heather McLaughlin read the announcement of Closed Session.  
 
CLOSED SESSION: 
A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED 

LITIGATION  

Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 
54956.9 

Number of potential cases:  2  
- Benicia Mini Storage/Maingate Homeowners Association 
- Roy Miller 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mayor Patterson adjourned the meeting to Closed Session at 6:34 p.m. 
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MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING – CITY COUNCIL 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2009 
 

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by 
Mayor Elizabeth Patterson at 7:03 p.m. on Tuesday, September 15, 2009 in the City 
Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of which are 
recorded on tape. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Absent: None 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Mike Dotson led the pledge to the flag. 
 
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS: 
A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of each member of the public is posted at the 
entrance to the Council Chambers per Section 4.04.030 of City of Benicia Ordinance No. 
05-6 (Open Government Ordinance). 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS: 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Announcement of action taken at Closed Session: 
Ms. McLaughlin reported the following actions taken in Closed Session:  
 Roy Miller claim – Council gave direction to Staff after Council Member Ioakimedes 

recused himself due to a property location conflict.  
 Benicia Mini Storage/Maingate Homeowners Association – Council gave direction to 

Staff.  
 
Mr. Erickson stated Council Member Ioakimedes recused himself from the Closed 
Session discussion at the 9/1/09 Special City Council meeting and requested the 9/1/09 
minutes be corrected to reflect that.  
 
Openings on Boards and Commissions: 
 Arts & Culture Commission: 

9 full term openings (4 year term) 
 Community Sustainability Commission: 

6 full term openings (4 year term) 
1 student opening (1 year term) 

 Senior Coalition of Solano County: 
1 full term opening (2 year term) 

 Sky Valley Open Space Committee: 
One full term to January 31, 2013 

 Human Services and Arts Board: 
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One unexpired term to June 30, 2010 
One full term to July 31, 2013 

 
Council Member Ioakimedes asked that the issue of short-term and long-term 
appointments be clarified.  
 
Mayor’s Office Hours: 
Mayor Patterson will maintain an open office every Monday (except holidays) in the 
Mayor’s Office of City Hall from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  No appointment is necessary.  
Other meeting times may be scheduled through the City Hall office at 746-4200. 
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
RESOLUTION 09-92 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S 
APPOINTMENT OF JON VAN LANDSCHOOT TO THE SKY VALLEY OPEN 
SPACE COMMITTEE TO ONE UNEXPIRED TERM TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2010 
 
The above Resolution was adopted, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
RESOLUTION 09-93 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S 
APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL MEMBER HUGHES TO A CITY COUNCIL 
APPOINTMENT SUBCOMMITTEE TO A ONE-YEAR TERM ENDING JUNE 30, 
2010 
 
The above Resolution was adopted, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
Fall Prevention Awareness:  
Ms. Rochelle Sherlock, Coordinator, Senior Coalition of Solano County, reviewed a 
PowerPoint presentation.  
 
PROCLAMATIONS: 
 Recognition of Fall Prevention Awareness Week – September 22-28, 2009 
 Recognition of Pollution Prevention Week – September 13-19, 2009 

 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, the 
Agenda was adopted as presented, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, and Schwartzman 
Noes: Mayor Patterson 
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OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 
WRITTEN: 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
1. Mary Frances Kelly Poh – Ms. Kelly Poh discussed an upcoming free health fair 

event hosted by the Community Action Council that will be held at the Senior Center 
and the Benicia Public Library.  

2. Kathy Kerridge – Ms. Kerridge discussed 10/21/09 being designated as International 
Day of Climate Action by many organizations. It would be nice if the City could do 
something educational around that. She was interested in talking with Staff about 
possible doing public education classes. She was encouraged to talk to Staff about the 
issue. 

3. Marilyn Bardet – Ms. Bardet discussed the need for the City to ensure all ADA 
requirements are enforced in public restrooms in the City, and how that could affect 
senior citizens and tourism.  

4. Council Member Schwartzman – Council Member Schwartzman discussed the need 
for sidewalk repairs to be done, as the ADA issues could become a problem for the 
senior citizens.  

 
CONSENT CALENDAR: 
Council pulled items VII-B, VII-C, and VII-E. 
 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, the 
Consent Calendar was adopted as amended, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
Council approved the Minutes of September 1, 2009.  
 
RESOLUTION 09-94 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF 
THREE MOTOROLA GOLD ELITE DISPATCH RADIO CONSOLES, ALL 
ANCILLARY RADIO EQUIPMENT, INSTALLATION, AND STAFF TRAINING 
NECESSARY TO FULLY IMPLEMENT FROM MOTOROLA AND DELTA 
WIRELESS – MOTOROLA’S MANUFACTURER’S REPRESENTATIVE – IN THE 
TOTAL AMOUNT OF $158,391.81, AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO SIGN THE PURCHASE ORDERS ON BEHALF OF THE CITY 
 
ORDINANCE 09-18 - AN ORDINANCE ADDING A NEW CHAPTER 9.56 
(TRANSIENT REGISTRATION) TO TITLE 9 (PUBLIC PEACE, MORALS AND 
WELFARE) OF THE BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE 
 
Approval to waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and adopted pursuant to this 
agenda. 

(END OF CONSENT CALENDAR) 
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Council took the following actions: 
Award of Construction Contract for the 2009-10 Street Resurfacing Project: 
Charlie Knox, Community Development & Public Works Director, reviewed the staff 
report.  
 
Public Comment: 
1. Jon Van Landschoot – Mr. Van Landschoot discussed the possibility of using some of 

the savings for sidewalk repairs.  
2. Marilyn Bardet – Ms. Bardet discussed the issue of sidewalk repairs.  
 

Council and Staff discussed the issue of sidewalk repairs on First Street, as well as 
other City streets.  

 
RESOLUTION 09-95 - A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE BIDS FOR THE 2009-10 
STREET RESURFACING PROJECT, AWARDING THE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACT TO MCK SERVICES INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $592,375.50 AND 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE CONTRACT ON BEHALF 
OF THE CITY 
 
On motion Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, the 
above Resolution was adopted, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
Award of Construction Contract for the East 2nd Street Overlay Project: 
Charlie Knox, Community Development & Public Works Director, reviewed the staff 
report.  
 
Council and Staff discussed the need for more road improvements in the Industrial Park, 
and the issue of earmarked funds.  
 
Public Comment: 
None 
 
RESOLUTION 09-96 - A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE BIDS FOR THE EAST 
2ND STREET OVERLAY PROJECT, AWARDING THE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACT TO VINTAGE PAVING IN THE AMOUNT OF $263,776.80 AND 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE CONTRACT ON BEHALF 
OF THE CITY 
 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Ioakimedes, 
the above Resolution was adopted, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
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Amendment of the Development Agreement Ordinance: 
Council Member Hughes requested this be sent to the Planning Commission with the 
message that Council was not in favor or opposed to the revision, but it was looking for 
some thoughtful and independent ideas and a recommendation from them.  
 
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member Schwartzman, 
Council approved the amendment to the Development Agreement Ordinance, on roll call 
by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
None 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
Approval of goals, strategies and budget proposed in the report on the development and 
implementation of a tree program for the City of Benicia: 
Mr. Erickson briefly discussed International City/County Management Association 
Conference he attended in Montreal, Canada. Mayor Patterson requested he prepare a 
report on the conference for an upcoming agenda.  
 
Mario Giuliani, Management Analyst, reviewed the staff report.  
 
Council Member Hughes and Staff discussed the $200,000 that was proposed to go to the 
non-profit group (Benicia Tree Foundation), previous concerns raised by private property 
owners, concerns regarding the budget, and possible competing priorities for the VIP 
settlement funds.  
 
Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed positive aspects of having a non-profit foundation, 
tree programs in other cities, contacting the U. S. Department of Forestry’s Urban Tree 
Program to see what other programs were available, and how to deal with the sidewalks 
that are affected by City trees.  
 
Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed revenues currently being collected for 
tree fines, etc., current balance in the tree fund ($10,000+), and the City currently 
generating $4,000 annually in the tree fund.  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell and Staff discussed concerns regarding the use of professional 
consultants.  
 
Mayor Patterson discussed the individuals who helped out (at no charge) on the 
Committee who were consultants or specialists in the field.  
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Public Comment: 
1. Alyson Fleck – Ms. Fleck spoke in support of the Tree Program. She discussed the 

public/private partnership aspect.  
2. Sue Fisher Jones – Ms. Fisher Jones spoke in support of the Tree Program.  
3. Marilyn Bardet – Ms. Bardet spoke in support of the Tree Program.  
4. Gene Doherty – Mr. Doherty discussed the possibility of an adopt-a-tree program. He 

spoke in support of the Tree Program.  
5. Citizen – The citizen expressed concern regarding the proposed cost of the Tree 

Program.  
6. Mary Frances Kelly Poh – Ms. Kelly Poh spoke in support of the Tree Program. She 

discussed the lack of equipment owned by the City to work on trees.  
 
Council Member Ioakimedes, Staff, and Ms. Fleck discussed the status of the formation 
of the Benicia Tree Foundation. Ms. Fleck requested the funds necessary to file for the 
non-profit status.  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell clarified that the funds would be coming from the VIP settlement 
funds, not the City’s General Fund.  
 
Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed the issue of funding.  
 
On motion of Council Member Hughes seconded by Council Member Schwartzman, 
Council approved the goals, strategies, and budget proposed in the report on the 
development and implementation of a tree program for the City of Benicia, on roll call by 
the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
Mayor Patterson called for a 10-minute break at 8:44 p.m. 
The meeting resumed at 8:54 p.m. 
 
Adoption of Climate Action Plan and update on renewable energy efforts: 
Mike Marcus, Principal Planner, reviewed the staff report. He reviewed a PowerPoint 
presentation (copy on file).  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell and Staff discussed the number used (94%) for the City’s 
greenhouse gas emissions (Valero and Industrial commercial sectors).  
 
Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed the business as usual forecast.  
 
Council Member Hughes and Staff discussed the involvement of the Sustainability 
Commission.  
 
Mayor Patterson discussed the need for cross-links in the plan.  
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Vice Mayor Campbell discussed the issue of waste water and water recycling,  
 
Mayor Patterson discussed having a ‘no regrets column’ in the plan.  
 
Public Comment: 
1. Jenny Bard – Ms. Bard discussed what Sonoma County was doing with its Climate 

Action Plan. She discussed the need for all the cities in the County to work on a 
regional approach.  

2. Gene Doherty – Mr. Doherty spoke in support of the proposed Climate Action Plan. 
3. Marilyn Bardet – Ms. Bardet spoke in support of a Climate Action Plan, support for 

the Mayor’s comments, and she discussed the issue of LEED certification.  
4. Kathy Kerridge – Ms. Kerridge spoke in support of a Climate Action Plan. 
5. Dana Dean – Ms. Dean discussed the need for clarification on a reference that was 

made to the Good Neighbor Steering Committee, confusion with the acronym CAP, 
the evolutionary process, the need for timeline guidelines, and the issue of prioritizing 
the objectives.  

6. Sam Addleson – Mr. Addleson discussed how the goals meshed with the rest of the 
region.  

 
Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed how to deal with the comments received to date, 
adaptive management policy was missing, concern regarding ‘geo thermal’, the need for 
‘no regret choices’, and engaging the public in the refinement of the plan.  
 
Council Member Hughes and Staff discussed Mr. Page’s comments, asking Staff to come 
back to Council with a timeframe, and handing it to the Sustainability Commission to 
review.  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell discussed residential windmills, and the issue of residential gray 
water. He made a motion to adopt the proposed resolution. Council Member Hughes 
seconded the motion.  
 
Mayor Patterson discussed residential windmills, gray water, why a 60-day goal was 
conceivable, strengthening the resolution to show General Plan linkage, and getting more 
specific on what is expected in terms of the Sustainability Commission.  
 
Ms. McLaughlin discussed the need for more than 60 days.  
 
Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed the need for encouraging people to do 
the right thing, lack of a connection to healthy communities, and there being a regulatory 
feel to the document.  
 
Council Member Schwartzman and Staff discussed the possible timeline for the 
Sustainability Commission (3-4 months), and unintended consequences with the term 
‘mandatory.’ 
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Council Member Hughes discussed the issue of too many suggested refinements to the 
resolution, support for linkage to the General Plan, and not including timelines in the 
resolution.  
 
Mayor Patterson and Staff reviewed the proposed revisions to the resolutions (strikeout 
copy on file), the need for General Plan linkage, and adding a ’be it further resolved’ 
regarding directing the Sustainability Commission to review the mandatory and voluntary 
strategies, and wherever possible suggest wording so that the voluntary actions are used 
so that they will be more quickly achieved.  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell and Council Member Hughes discussed their lack of support for 
inserting a timeline in the resolution. 
 
Council Member Hughes and Mayor Patterson discussed revisions to the ‘be it further 
resolved’ regarding the timeline. They agreed to strike the timelines, so it would read ‘Be 
it further resolved that the Community Sustainability Commission, as part of its duties to 
advise on implementation of the CAP, shall prioritize strategies for immediate action, and 
set a range of dates and the responsible departments for the remainder of the strategies.’ 
 
Mr. Erickson discussed allowing Staff to identify which departments would be 
responsible for carrying out the commission’s priorities and strategies, as opposed to the 
commission setting which departments would be responsible for what needed to be done.  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell stated he would amend his motion to take Council and Staff’s 
conversation into account.  
 
Council Member Schwartzman discussed the third whereas on the amended resolution. 
He did not think the specific target levels needed to be identified. He suggested placing a 
period after Assembly Bill 2020.  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell stated he would amend his motion again, removing the target 
levels, as suggested by C ouncil Member Schwartzman.  
 
Vice Mayor Campbell discussed the issue of mandatory clauses and the benefits he 
received from installing solar panels on his home.  
 
Council Member Ioakimedes asked for clarification on the changes. Ms. McLaughlin 
clarified that the changes were: linkage to the General Plan, changes suggested in the 
revised resolution (minus the target levels in the third ‘whereas’ and the timelines in the 
first ‘be it further resolved’), and adding a ‘be it further resolved’ so the commission 
would look at the mandatory and voluntary strategies.  
 
RESOLUTION 09-97- A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE BENICIA CLIMATE 
ACTION PLAN 
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On motion of Vice Mayor Campbell, seconded by Council Member Hughes, the above 
Resolution was adopted as amended, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
Approve Commanding Officer’s Quarters Leasing Plan: 
Mario Giuliani, Management Analyst, reviewed the staff report.  
 
Council and Staff discussed the issue of leasing/subleasing, businesses that would 
provide an ‘anchoring effect’, and the City having some control/oversight on what 
tenants occupy the space.  
 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, 
Council approved the Commanding Officer’s Quarters Leasing Plan, on roll call by the 
following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
City Manager Reports: 
 
Status of State Budget Impacts: 
Rob Sousa, Finance Director, reviewed the staff report.  
 
Council Member Committee Reports: 
1. Mayor’s Committee Meeting - (Mayor Patterson) - Next Meeting Date:  October 21, 

2009. 
2. Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) - (Mayor Patterson & Vice Mayor 

Campbell) - Next Meeting Date:  2009 Fall General Assembly is scheduled for 
Thursday, October 22, 2009. 

3. Finance, Audit & Budget Committee - (Vice Mayor Campbell & Council Member 
Schwartzman) - Next Meeting Date:  September 28, 2009. 

4. League of California Cities - (Mayor Patterson & Council Member Schwartzman) - 
Next Meeting Date:  The League’s Annual Conference and Expo will take place 
September 16 – 18, 2009 at the San Jose Convention Center 

5. School Liaison Committee - (Council Members Ioakimedes & Hughes) - Next 
Meeting Date:  November 12, 2009 

6. Sky Valley Open Space Committee - (Vice Mayor Campbell & Council Member 
Ioakimedes) - Next Meeting Date: November 4, 2009 

7. Solano EDC Board of Directors - (Mayor Patterson & Council Member Ioakimedes) - 
Next Meeting Date:  September 24, 2009 

8. Solano Transportation Authority (STA) - (Mayor Patterson & Council Member 
Schwartzman) - Next Meeting Date:  October 14, 2009 



Minutes of the City Council Meeting – September 15, 2009 11

9. Solano Water Authority/Solano County Water Agency and Delta Committee - 
(Mayor Patterson & Vice Mayor Campbell) - Next Meeting Date:  October 8, 2009 

10. Traffic, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Committee - (Vice Mayor Campbell & Council 
Member Hughes) - Next Meeting Date:  October 15, 2009, 7:00 pm. 

11. Tri-City and County Regional Parks and Open Space - (Vice Mayor Campbell & 
Council Member Hughes) - Next Meeting Dates:  September 21, 2009 

12. Valero Community Advisory Panel (CAP) - (Council Member Hughes) - Next 
Meeting Date:  To be determined 

13. Youth Action Coalition – (Council Members Ioakimedes & Schwartzman) – Next 
Meeting Date: September 23, 2009 

14. ABAG/CAL FED Task Force/Bay Area Water Forum – Next Meeting Date: 
September 28, 2009 

 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, at 
11:03 p.m., Council agreed to hear the remaining agenda item, on roll call by the 
following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS: 
Request to agendize consideration of a local purchasing policy:  
Council Member Schwartzman discussed the Council report.  
 
On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, 
Council agreed to discuss the item on a future agenda, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes, Schwartzman, and Mayor 

Patterson 
Noes: None 
 
ADJOURNMENT:                                                              
Mayor Patterson adjourned the meeting at 11:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        ________________________ 
         Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 
 


