
September	16,	2008	Regular	Meeting	
BENICIA	CITY	COUNCIL	MEETING	
REGULAR	AGENDA	
City	Council	Chambers	
September	16,	2008	
7:00	P.M.	
Times	set	forth	for	the	agenda	items	are	estimates.	Items	may	be	heard	before	or	after	the	
times	designated.	
I.	CALL	TO	ORDER	(7:00	P.M.):	
II.	CLOSED	SESSION:	
TO	BE	HELD	AT	5:30	P.M.,	PRECEDING	THE	REGULAR	MEETING	
III.	CONVENE	OPEN	SESSION:	
A.	ROLL	CALL	
B.	PLEDGE	OF	ALLEGIANCE	
C.	REFERENCE	TO	FUNDAMENTAL	RIGHTS	OF	THE	PUBLIC	
IV.	ANNOUNCEMENTS/APPOINTMENTS/	PRESENTATIONS/	PROCLAMATIONS:	
A.	ANNOUNCEMENTS:	
1.	Announcement	of	Closed	Session,	if	any.	
2.	Openings	on	Boards	and	Commissions:	
Sky	Valley	Open	Space	Committee:	
One	unexpired	term	to	September	30,	2010	
Economic	Development	Board	
One	full	term	to	July	31,	2012	
Human	Services	&	Arts	Board	
One	unexpired	term	to	July	31,	2009	
3.	Mayor’s	Office	Hours:	Mayor	Patterson	will	maintain	an	open	office	every	Monday	(except	
holidays)	in	the	Mayor’s	Office	of	City	Hall	from	6:00	p.m.	to	7:00	p.m.	No	appointment	is	
necessary.	Other	meeting	times	may	be	scheduled	through	the	City	Hall	office	at	746-4200.	
4.	Golden	Gate	Partnership	recognition	from	Cal/OSHA	to	the	Benicia	Public	Works	
Department	
B.	APPOINTMENTS:	
Appointment	of	Youth	Commissioner	representative	to	the	Parks,	Recreation	&	Cemetery	
Commission	
-Triya	Leong	
C.	PRESENTATIONS:	
Coastal	Cleanup	Day	and	"Plastics	in	the	Ocean"	Program	
D.	PROCLAMATIONS:	
1.	Recognition	of	Pollution	Prevention	Week	–	September	15-21,	2008	
2.	Recognition	of	Amateur	Radio	Public	Awareness	Day	-	September	20,	2008	
3.	Welcome	for	Tua	Hallstrom,	Exchange	Student	from	Leksand,	Sweden	
V.	ADOPTION	OF	AGENDA:	
VI.	OPPORTUNITY	FOR	PUBLIC	COMMENT:	
A.	WRITTEN	
B.	PUBLIC	COMMENT	



VII.	CONSENT	CALENDAR	(7:40	P.M.):	
Items	listed	on	the	Consent	Calendar	are	considered	routine	and	will	be	enacted,	approved	or	
adopted	by	one	motion	unless	a	request	for	removal	or	explanation	is	received	from	a	Council	
Member,	staff	or	member	of	the	public.	Items	removed	from	the	Consent	Calendar	shall	be	
considered	immediately	following	the	adoption	of	the	Consent	Calendar.	
A.	Approval	of	Minutes	of	September	2,	2008.	(City	Clerk)	
B.	Support	for	ABAG	Focus	Program	Priority	Development	Area	Application.	(Community	
Development	Director)	
The	Community	Development	Department	has	submitted	an	application	to	the	Association	of	
Bay	Area	Governments	(ABAG)	to	participate	in	the	FOCUS	program	by	establishing	a	Priority	
Development	Area	(PDA)	in	Benicia.	The	proposed	PDA	consists	of	145	acres	from	N	Street	to	
the	First	Street	Pier	between	West	Second	and	East	Third	Streets.	Approval	of	the	application	
would	make	the	City	eligible	for	technical	assistance	and	grants	for	transit,	housing,	parks	and	
infrastructure	projects	that	support	the	FOCUS	program	goals	of	reducing	traffic,	protecting	
the	environment	and	enhancing	existing	neighborhoods.	
Recommendation:	Adopt	a	resolution	supporting	the	designation	of	Downtown	Benicia	as	a	
Priority	Development	Area	under	the	FOCUS	program.	
C.	Granting	of	authority	to	the	City	Treasurer	for	depositing	and	withdrawing	City	monies	in	
the	Local	Agency	Investment	Fund.	(Finance	Director)	
This	resolution	grants	authority	to	the	elected	City	Treasurer	to	deposit	and	withdraw	City	
monies	in	the	LAIF.	The	City	Treasurer	is	granted	authority	at	LAIF	in	case	both	the	Finance	
Director	and	Assistant	Finance	Director	are	not	available.	LAIF	requires	a	resolution	with	the	
Treasurer’s	name	whenever	there	is	a	change,	which	occurred	during	the	November	2007	
election.	
Recommendation:	Adopt	the	resolution	authorizing	the	deposit	and	withdrawal	of	City	
monies	in	the	Local	Agency	Investment	Fund	(LAIF)	by	the	elected	City	Treasurer.	
D.	Approval	to	waive	the	reading	of	all	ordinances	introduced	and	adopted	pursuant	to	this	
agenda.	
VIII.	PUBLIC	HEARINGS:	
IX.	ACTION	ITEMS	(7:45	P.M.):	
A.	Reaffirm	the	purpose	of	the	Sky	Valley	Open	Space	Committee.	(Community	Development	
Director)	–	Continued	from	the	September	2,	2008	City	Council	Meeting	
Established	in	2004,	the	Sky	Valley	Open	Space	Committee	is	charged	with	protecting	
agricultural	uses	and	the	watershed	north	of	Lake	Herman	Road.	Since	that	time,	the	
Committee	has	completed	a	work	program/scope	of	services	for	a	possible	watershed	and	
recreation	management	plan,	and	is	now	focusing	on	creating	partnerships	to	acquire	land	
and/or	obtain	conservation	easements	in	the	area.	Committee	Chair	Scott	Shepard	will	make	
a	brief	presentation	on	the	history	of	the	committee,	its	mission	and	purpose,	what	has	been	
done	to	date,	and	current	efforts.	
Recommendation:	Adopt	a	resolution	reaffirming	the	purpose	of	the	Sky	Valley	Open	Space	
Committee.	
B.	Introduction	of	an	ordinance	amending	Title	9	(Public	Peace,	Morals	and	Welfare)	to	
change	the	title	of	Chapter	9.28	from	(Night	Curfew)	to	(Youth	Protection)	and	add	Article	2	



(Daytime	Curfew)	to	Chapter	9.28	(Youth	Protection)	of	the	Benicia	Municipal	Code.	(Police	
Chief)	
The	Benicia	Police	Department,	in	full	cooperation	with	the	Benicia	Unified	School	District,	
recommends	the	adoption	of	a	daytime	curfew	ordinance.	The	involvement	of	juveniles	in	
criminal	and	non-criminal	activity	or	calls	for	service	during	school	time	impacts	the	ability	of	
School	Resource	Officers	to	attend	to	the	needs	of	their	assigned	campus	and	the	ability	of	
patrol	officers	to	focus	on	community	needs.	Additionally,	truancy	or	unexcused	absenteeism	
from	school	results	in	a	loss	of	educational	opportunities	to	the	student	and	a	loss	of	revenue	
to	the	school.	The	proposed	ordinance	would	prohibit	unauthorized	school	age	children	from	
being	present	in	public	on	school	days	during	daytime	curfew	hours.	
Recommendation:	Introduce	the	ordinance	adding	a	daytime	youth	curfew	and	encompass	
the	new	daytime	and	the	existing	nighttime	curfew	ordinances	under	the	umbrella	of	a	
chapter	title	of	"Youth	Protection."	
C.	Adoption	of	a	resolution	accepting	the	emissions	inventory	report	and	approving	
greenhouse	gas	reduction	targets.	(Economic	Development	Manager)	
Benicia’s	communitywide	greenhouse	gas	emissions	in	2000	were	about	four	million	metric	
tonnes,	of	which	just	.2%	was	attributable	to	the	City’s	municipal	operations.	While	the	
community	emissions	grew	to	4.2	million	tonnes	in	2005,	the	City’s	declined	almost	20%,	to	
7400	tonnes.	Under	a	business	as	usual	scenario,	the	community’s	emissions	in	2010	will	
increase	by	9%	from	2005	(to	4.6	million	tonnes),	and	in	2020,	the	forecasted	increase	is	21%	
(to	5.1	million	tonnes).	To	prevent	this	growth,	the	recommended	reduction	targets	are:	
·	25%	below	2000	level	in	2010	for	City	Operations;	
·	Maintain	2005	level	in	2010	for	the	Community;	
·	33%	below	2000	level	in	2020	for	City	Operations;	
·	10%	below	2000	levels	by	2020	for	the	Community.	
Recommendation:	Adopt	a	resolution	accepting	the	Greenhouse	Gas	Emissions	Inventory	
Report	and	approving	its	greenhouse	gas	reduction	targets,	to	be	re-evaluated	after	the	
Climate	Action	Plan’s	completion	in	Spring	2009.	
D.	Endorsement	of	Solano	County	Measure	T	on	the	November	4,	2008	General	Election	
Ballot.	(City	Manager)	
The	2008	Solano	County	Final	General	Plan	will	come	before	the	voters	as	Measure	T	on	the	
November	ballot	in	order	to	comply	with	the	requirements	of	the	Orderly	Growth	Initiative.	
The	Solano	County	Board	of	Supervisors	introduced	and	adopted	Ordinance	#2008-01	that	
places	on	the	November	5,	2008	ballot	a	proposed	amendment	to	the	1994	Orderly	Growth	
Initiative	that	would	update	certain	provisions	of	the	Solano	County	General	Plan	relating	to	
agriculture	and	open	space	policies	and	land	use	designations,	and	extend	the	amended	
initiative	until	December	31,	2028.	
Recommendation:	To	consider	the	resolution	endorsing	Solano	County	Measure	T	on	the	
November	4,	2008	General	Election	Ballot,	and	to	consider	authorizing	a	letter	to	the	Solano	
County	Board	of	Supervisors	urging	strict	adherence	to	the	"city-centered	growth"	policy	
contained	therein.	
X.	INFORMATIONAL	ITEMS	(9:45	P.M.):	
A.	Reports	from	City	Manager:	



1.	Update	from	the	Police	Chief	regarding	public	safety	statistics	and	comparisons.	(Police	
Chief)	–	Continued	from	September	2,	2008	City	Council	Meeting	
The	Police	Chief	will	present	a	summary	of	the	2007	and	2008	(year-to-date)	Uniform	Crime	
Reports	for	Benicia.	An	overview	of	Benicia’s	policing	philosophy	will	also	be	provided	by	the	
Chief,	along	with	a	summary	of	important	crime	prevention	strategies.	
Recommendation:	This	is	an	informational	report,	no	action	is	necessary.	
2.	Analysis	of	the	Graffiti	Ordinance.	(Police	Chief)	–	Continued	from	September	2,	2008	City	
Council	Meeting	
The	Police	Chief	will	present	an	analysis	of	the	City’s	current	graffiti	ordinance,	which	includes	
recommended	changes	to	the	ordinance	and	associated	cost	implications.	
Recommendation:	Review	and	provide	direction	to	staff.	
3.	Solar	Programs	Information.	(Economic	Development	Manager)	
Solar	electric	residential	installations	are	an	alternative	energy	source,	with	financing	
available	through	a	variety	of	avenues	including	Federal	and	state	incentives.	Local	incentive	
programs	are	developing	in	some	cities.	The	issue	of	solar	power	and	its	potential	
applicability	on	a	larger	scale	in	Benicia	is	likely	to	be	thoroughly	considered	in	the	
forthcoming	Climate	Action	Plan.	
Recommendation:	Receive	additional	information	regarding	municipal	solar	electric	
programs,	and	solar	power	as	an	alternative	energy	source	generally;	direct	staff	to	include	
consideration	of	solar	in	the	upcoming	Climate	Action	Plan.	
B.	Council	Member	Committee	Reports:	
(Council	Members	serve	on	various	internal	and	external	committees	on	behalf	of	the	City.	
Current	agendas,	minutes	and	meeting	schedules,	as	available,	from	these	various	
committees	are	included	in	the	agenda	packet.	Oral	reports	by	Council	Members	are	made	
only	by	exception.)	
1.	Mayor’s	Committee	Meeting.	(Mayor	Patterson)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	September	17,	2008	
2.	Association	of	Bay	Area	Governments	(ABAG).	(Mayor	Patterson	&	Vice	Mayor	Campbell)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	October	24,	2008	
3.	Audit	&	Finance	Committee.	(Vice	Mayor	Campbell	&	Council	Member	Schwartzman)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	October	10,	2008	
4.	League	of	California	Cities.	(Mayor	Patterson	&	Council	Member	Schwartzman)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	Annual	Conference	–	September	24-27,	2008	
5.	School	Liaison	Committee.	(Council	Members	Ioakimedes	&	Hughes)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	To	be	determined	
6.	Sky	Valley	Open	Space	Committee.	(Vice	Mayor	Campbell	&	Council	Member	Iokimedes)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	October	1,	2008	
7.	Solano	EDC	Board	of	Directors	(Mayor	Patterson	&	Council	Member	Ioakimedes)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	September	25,	2008	
8.	Solano	Transportation	Authority	(STA)	(Mayor	Patterson	&	Council	Member	Schwartzman)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	October	8,	2008	
9.	Solano	Water	Authority/Solano	County	Water	Agency	and	Delta	Committee	(Mayor	
Patterson	&	Vice	Mayor	Campbell)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	October	9,	2008	



10.	Traffic,	Pedestrian	and	Bicycle	Safety	Committee	(Vice	Mayor	Campbell	&	Council	
Member	Hughes)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	October	16,	2008	
11.	Tri-City	and	County	Regional	Parks	and	Open	Space	(Vice	Mayor	Campbell	&	Council	
Member	Hughes)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	To	be	determined.	
12.	Valero	Community	Advisory	Panel	(CAP)	(Council	Member	Hughes)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	September	25,	2008	
13.	Youth	Action	Coalition	(Council	Members	Ioakimedes	&	Schwartzman)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	September	24,	2008	
14.	ABAG/CAL	FED	Task	Force/Bay	Area	Water	Forum	(Mayor	Patterson)	
Next	Meeting	Date:	September	22,	2008	
XI.	COUNCIL	MEMBER	REPORTS	(10:15	P.M.):	
A.	Request	to	agendize	discussion	of	the	need	for	an	ordinance	regarding	properties	in	
foreclosure.	(Mayor	Patterson)	–	Continued	from	the	September	2,	2008	City	Council	Meeting	
U.S.	cities	are	passing	ordinances	related	to	properties	in	foreclosure	in	an	effort	to	recover	
costs	related	to	abandoned	properties.	Homes	that	are	being	foreclosed	often	sit	vacant	and	
unmaintained	for	long	periods	of	time.	This	has	a	negative	effect	on	surrounding	properties	
and	may	lead	to	devaluation	of	the	area	and	increased	criminal	activity.	California	cities	such	
as	Stockton,	Chula	Vista,	and	San	Jose	have	adopted	ordinances	that	require	registration	and	
maintenance	of	the	vacant	properties.	
Recommendation:	Consider	agendizing	for	a	future	City	Council	meeting.	
XII.	ADJOURNMENT	(10:30	P.M.):	
Public	Participation	
The	Benicia	City	Council	welcomes	public	participation.	
Pursuant	to	the	Brown	Act,	each	public	agency	must	provide	the	public	with	an	opportunity	
to	speak	on	any	matter	within	the	subject	matter	jurisdiction	of	the	agency	and	which	is	not	
on	the	agency's	agenda	for	that	meeting.	The	City	Council	allows	speakers	to	speak	on	non-
agendized	matters	under	public	comment,	and	on	agendized	items	at	the	time	the	agenda	
item	is	addressed	at	the	meeting.	Comments	are	limited	to	no	more	than	five	minutes	per	
speaker.	By	law,	no	action	may	be	taken	on	any	item	raised	during	the	public	comment	
period	although	informational	answers	to	questions	may	be	given	and	matters	may	be	
referred	to	staff	for	placement	on	a	future	agenda	of	the	City	Council.	
Should	you	have	material	you	wish	to	enter	into	the	record,	please	submit	it	to	the	City	
Manager.	
		
Disabled	Access	
In	compliance	with	the	Americans	with	Disabilities	Act	(ADA),	if	you	need	special	assistance	
to	participate	in	this	meeting,	please	contact	Valerie	Ruxton,	the	ADA	Coordinator,	at	(707)	
746-4211.	Notification	48	hours	prior	to	the	meeting	will	enable	the	City	to	make	reasonable	
arrangements	to	ensure	accessibility	to	this	meeting.	
		
Meeting	Procedures	



All	items	listed	on	this	agenda	are	for	Council	discussion	and/or	action.	In	accordance	with	
the	Brown	Act,	each	item	is	listed	and	includes,	where	appropriate,	further	description	of	the	
item	and/or	a	recommended	action.	The	posting	of	a	recommended	action	does	not	limit,	or	
necessarily	indicate,	what	action	may	be	taken	by	the	City	Council.	
Pursuant	to	Government	Code	Section	65009,	if	you	challenge	a	decision	of	the	City	Council	in	
court,	you	may	be	limited	to	raising	only	those	issues	you	or	someone	else	raised	at	the	
public	hearing	described	in	this	notice,	or	in	written	correspondence	delivered	to	the	City	
Council	at,	or	prior	to,	the	public	hearing.	You	may	also	be	limited	by	the	ninety	(90)	day	
statute	of	limitations	in	which	to	challenge	in	court	certain	administrative	decisions	and	
orders	(Code	of	Civil	Procedure	1094.6)	to	file	and	serve	a	petition	for	administrative	writ	of	
mandate	challenging	any	final	City	decisions	regarding	planning	or	zoning.	
The	decision	of	the	City	Council	is	final	as	of	the	date	of	its	decision	unless	judicial	review	is	
initiated	pursuant	to	California	Code	of	Civil	Procedures	Section	1094.5.	Any	such	petition	for	
judicial	review	is	subject	to	the	provisions	of	California	Code	of	Civil	Procedure	Section	
1094.6.	
		
Public	Records	
The	agenda	packet	for	this	meeting	is	available	at	the	City	Manager's	Office	and	the	Benicia	
Public	Library	during	regular	working	hours.	To	the	extent	feasible,	the	packet	is	also	
available	on	the	City's	web	page	at	www.ci.benicia.ca.us	under	the	heading	"Agendas	and	
Minutes."	Public	records	related	to	an	open	session	agenda	item	that	are	distributed	after	the	
agenda	packet	is	prepared	are	available	before	the	meeting	at	the	City	Manager's	Office	
located	at	250	East	L	Street,	Benicia,	or	at	the	meeting	held	in	the	Council	Chambers.	If	you	
wish	to	submit	written	information	on	an	agenda	item,	please	submit	to	the	City	Clerk	as	
soon	as	possible	so	that	it	may	be	distributed	to	the	City	Council.	
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